St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Serving the Catholic Community of Swansea and Somerset

Sunday, December 23, 2018

4th SUNDAY # it

“And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lérd should come to me? For at the moment the
sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy.” - Lk 1:43-44

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Liturgical Celebrations Parish Staff
Saturday Vigil: 4 p.m. Pastor: Rev. Michael A. Ciryak
Sundays: 8, 9:30 & 11 a.m. Maintenance: Tony Roderigues
Monday — Thursday: 9 a.m. Faith Formation Coordinator: Christine Gregorek
Civic Holidays: 9 a.m. only Bulletin: Colleen Fontaine
Finance/Office/Notary: Fran Kelley
Contact: Music Director: Ada Simpson
Parish Office: 508-673-2808 Cantors: Allison Messier and Mike Moniz
Parish fax: 508-672-6241 Youth Ministry: Justin & Amanda La Croix
Email: stfrancisswansea@comcast.net Parish Council President: Wayne Gray
Website: www.stfrancisswansea.com
Parish Address:
Religious Ed: 508-673-2808/508-674-0024 Church: 530 Gardners Neck Road
Email: religiouseducation@stfrancisswansea.com Office/Rectory:
270 Ocean Grove Avenue
St. Vincent de Paul: 508-673-2808 Swansea, MA 02777

Office hours: 9:30 am. — 4 p.m.
50 Week Club: Bill & Kathy Sullivan 508-493-9064 or 508-  or by appointment
674-8511



St. Francis of Assisi Parish  Serving the Catholic Community of Swansea and Somerset

Parish Mission Statement: In the spirit of our patron, St. Francis of Assisi, we dedicate ourselves as liv-
ing stones to building our parish family with Christ as our foundation. Enlivened by the Holy Spirit, we

Sacraments:
Baptism: Arrangements must be made in advance. Please
call the Parish Office to arrange a date and supply pertinent
information. Individual Baptismal preparation is required.

Sponsors: must receive from their respective Catholic pas-
tors a “sponsor certificate,” which is the signed word of one
priest to another that the proposed godparent is a Confirmed,
fully-practicing Catholic who is qualified to be a godparent
by living in harmony with our faith.

Reconciliation: Saturday from 3:15PM to 3:40PM or call
the rectory for an appointment.

First Eucharist & Confirmation: Preparation — two years
prior to receiving each Sacrament is mandatory as a regis-
tered student in the Faith Formation Program.

Matrimony: Couples are asked to consult with our priest at
least six months in advance of the intended date to allow
time for marriage preparation, including the Diocesan Pro-
gram,

Ministry to the Sick: Please notify us if someone you
know is homebound and would like to be added to our Com-

munion call list, or would like to receive the Sacrament of

the Sick.

Low gluten hosts available: Please let us know before
Mass if you have a need to receive this type of host.

WELCOME
If you are a new parishioner please introduce yourself to the pas-
tor after Mass and call the parish office to register. Attend our
monthly coffee & donut social to meet your new parish family.
We are so pleased you’re here!

Saint Francis of Assisi Memorial Fund

In making funeral arrangements, you may wish to
consider enrolling the deceased in the Saint Francis of
Assisi Memorial Fund. Relatives and friends who
donate to the fund in memory of the deceased receive
a thank you card from the parish, and another card is
sent notifying the bereaved of the gift. The gifts are
charitable contributions and may be a supplement or a
substitute for flowers. Those whose names are en-
rolled in the Saint Francis of Assisi Memorial Fund
are remembered in the Masses and prayers of the par-
ish. A special Mass is celebrated once a year for all
the souls enrolled. All the monies of this Fund are
used to purchase materials needed to make our church
more inspiring and beautiful for community prayer
and celebrations of the sacraments.

Thank you for considering this beautiful tribute.

commit ourselves by sharing God’s transforming love with our families, our community and our world.

Sat. December 22
4:00 p.m. Joseph Fonseca by Wife
John & Aldina Santos by Daughter Bunny
Furtado
Sun. December 23
8:00 a.m. Joseph & Jean Ciryak
9:30 a.m. Joseph Azevedo by Wife & Family
Eileen A. Keating 8th Anniversary by
Husband & Family
11:00 a.m. Lucille Reis 19th Anniversary by

Her Children & Grandchildren
Mon. December 24 —Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord

9:00 a.m. Maria Mello

4:00 p.m. Our Loved Ones, Living and Deceased

6:00 p.m. Our Loved Ones, Living and Deceased
10:00 p.m. Our Loved Ones, Living and Deceased

Tues. December 25-The Nativity of the Lord

10:00 a.m. Our Loved Ones, Living and Deceased
Wed. December 26
9:00 a.m. Bryan Kelley by Parents
Thurs. December 27
9:00 a.m. Theresa Santos by Veronica
Sat. December 29
4:00 p.m. Desiree Choquette by Family
Eddie Rego by Leona and Family
Manuel Pacheco and Medeiros Family by
Rose Pacheco
Sun. December 30
8:00 a.m. Evelyn Harrington
9:30 a.m. Maria Mello by Her Sisters
11:00 a.m. Maria, Antonio and Nuno Vertentes by
Family
WHO IS JESUS?

Jesus is Emmanuel (God-with-us), Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Prince of Peace, God’s grace revealed, the
Holy Spirit shared, a baby borne among us by the Virgin
Mary. He is the Messiah, the Christ, the Anointed, God’s
chosen, the Savior foretold by the prophets. He is the cre-
ating word of God made flesh, dwelling among us. Be-
cause of him, we are God’s holy people, the Lord’s re-
deemed, City of the Most High and Christ’s body. Now
we celebrate his birth in mystery!

Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2000, OCP. All rights
reserved.
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%%»Z In Loving Memory

Our memorial candles burn in December in
remembrance of:

Sanctuary Lamp:
Seery & Masciarelli Families
by Steve & Ann Seery

Altar Candles:
Richard E. Willette by Wanda

Tabernacle Candles:
Oscar & Cecile Fontaine by
Son & Daughter-in-law

Crucifix Candles:
Kevin M. Harrison by Sheila,
Bill & Megan

Parlsh support

Collected December 15th and December 16th
Due to early transmission of the bulletin, this
collection information will be in next weeks

bulletin.

During Fr. Michael’s absence we have additional
need of your help to cover the expenses of the won-
derful priests that are serving our church commu-
nity. Thank you for your response to this need.

As Fr. Michael continues his recovery your contin-
ued help is greatly appreciated.

Next weekend, December 29th and 30th the second

Christmas Mass Schedule
Monday, December 24
Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord
Masses: 4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.

Tuesday, December 25
The Nativity of the Lord
Mass: 10:00 a.m.

collection is for Repairs & Restoration. There is also
a Christmas Offering collection that will taken at all
Christmas Masses.

Thank you for your generosity!

Pro-Life Apostolate

The Pro-Life Apostolate is sponsoring its Annual Essay
Contest to focus on the upcoming anniversary date of
Roe vs Wade and Doe vs Bolton, the decisions which
legalized abortion-on-demand in this country. Our
theme this year is “EVERY LIFE—Cherished-Chosen-
Sent”. This calls us to be messengers of God’s love,
treating one another as cherished and chosen by him.

Essay will be grouped and judged in two categories ac-
cording to grade level: Grade 6, 7, and 8 comprise the
first category and Grades 9 through 12 comprise the
second category. First Prize winners will be awarded
$150.00 cash and Second Prize will be $75.00 cash.
Look to future bulletins for additional information.
The deadline for submission of entries will be

February 8, 2019.



Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 23, 2018

s0Week Club

WANTED: NEW MEMBERS!

Membership forms are located at the entrances to church, or
just call Kathy Sullivan. This is our biggest (and most fun)
fundraising event of the entire year! $2.00 per week gives
you a chance to win a weekly drawing of $25.00!
Remember, you can’t win if you don’t join!

As we announced previously, our 2017-2018 year was
amazing! The profit from the club was given to the parish
and totaled $6,500.00! You can be part of the action!
i*******************************
* Congratulations to:
*
+ Mrs. Joe Kuszey
i Winner for December 16, 2018
*
*
*
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MY BROTHER’S KEEPER is a Christian ministry in Dart-
mouth that delivers furniture free of charge to families in need. At
each delivery they offer a crucifix as a gift along with the message,
“We are just the delivery people. This is the man who sent you the
furniture”. They need volunteers to help in a variety of ways in-
cluding administration, cleaning, sorting, sewing, and pickups &
deliveries. All are welcome. Call 774-305-4577 or go to
www.MyBrothersKeeper.org

St. John of God “Meals Ministry” takes place on the 2™ and
4" Thursdays of the month. Ifyou, or someone you know could
benefit from stretching your wallet by attending their meal, you are
most welcome. The meal is intended for those in need in the
Swansea/Somerset area and also for the elderly who may not want
to dine alone. If'you want more information, call St. John of God
Church at (508) 678-5513.

N AMFEN

CHRISTMAS CONCERT!

Sat, Dec 29 @ 7:00PM in the Welcome Center -La Salette

Currently looking forward to their twelfth year of tour-
ing, Ornament is an 11-piece Rock Orchestra specializing
as a Tribute to the Trans-Siberian Orchestra. Ornament is
a full musical production complete with a full sound system

and a light show consisting of dozens of lights, strobes,
lasers, fog machines, and snow machines.

Based out of southeastern Massachu-
setts, Ornament performs throughout the North East and
Mid-Atlantic US each year during the winter holiday sea-
son. Using traditional holiday carols and songs set to rock,
blues, and gospel music, Ornament's show (like a TSO
show) tells the tale of a real Christmas story; a story of
Christmas wishes being answered. A moving tale, helping
to inspire all who hear it throughout the holiday season.

In keeping with the holiday spirit of giving
back, Ornament often performs to help raise much needed
money for area schools, programs, and charities.

CURSILLO

Cursillo is...an active three-day learning experience in
basic Christianity featuring practical insights into an eve-
ryday life of faith and service. It is a unique experience
and offers us an opportunity to develop, nurture and
deepen our own personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
It is enjoyed by active and less active Christians alike
through a sponsor - a friend who has already lived Cur-
sillo. It may be the best gift you give yourself! Please
join us in the Great Room for coffee & donuts after the
Sunday morning masses this weekend! Cursillo week-
ends are held at the Holy Cross Retreat House, located on
the grounds of Stonehill College: Men’s weekends are in
January or March Women’s weekends are February or
April For more information, please contact Jim Lane at
FallRiverCursillo@gmail.com / 508-238-0889.
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Diocese of Fall River
Office of the Bishop
Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D.

Bishop da Cunha’s 2018 Christmas Message

Dear friends in Christ,

This year that is coming to a close, has been a year full of challenges for our world, our country, our diocese
and for the Universal Church. We have seen natural disasters: fires destroying homes, lives and entire
communities in California; we have seen powerful hurricanes affecting the lives of millions of people; we
have seen violence in our country and around the world; we have seen racial tensions and migrants suffering
from displacement. We have seen scandals ripping through the heart of the Church and affecting the faith
and trust of God’s people in the Church and her leaders. We have seen the face of sin and evil all around us.

In our own diocese, four churches closed: Saint Bernadette, Holy Rosary, Holy Cross and Saint Anne.
As Bishop of Fall River, these were difficult decisions to make, knowing that closing these beloved places
of worship would cause tremendous sadness for the faithful parishioners of these parishes.

On the other hand, we have also seen commitment of so many good people to remain faithful and connected
to God and the Church. We have seen the solid faith of so many who are not abandoning God or the Church.
We have seen people fighting the evil of racism, working to eradicate the sin of sexual abuse, and dedicating
their talents to protect life and to protect this planet, our common home. It is because of the generosity and
commitment of so many good people, and because we know that God will never abandon us, that hope is
kept alive. God’s grace and our faith continue to help us remain committed to making this world a better
place.

As we celebrate Christmas, let us remember that when Jesus came, He did not find a peaceful, loving
world; He found a world filled with discrimination, division, violence and war. Jesus Himself was a victim
of these evils, but He faced these evils head-on because He is the Prince of Peace.

Jesus comes to us again this Christmas, in the midst of all the evil in the world, to bring peace. He asks us
to embrace with Him the mission of transforming the world by eliminating what is evil in ourselves first.
“Remove the wooden beam from your eye first; then you will see clearly to remove the splinter from your
brother’s eye” (Mt. 7:5). Christmas is the perfect time for us to pause and reflect on how we each
contribute to what is not going well in the world and how we can contribute to make the necessary
changes. The message of peace and Salvation that Jesus brought us 2,000 years ago will only be realized
when we accept our responsibility to make a difference through our faith and with our talents.

This Christmas, as we gather with family and friends, let us remember that Christmas is much more than
just a holiday or feast; it is a Sacred moment celebrating the coming of Christ to save us and our world
and entrusting us with the task of continuing His mission of saving and Sanctifying the world. Let us
pass on to our children and young people the values we received from our ancestors and rekindle the real
Spirit of Christmas in our hearts, our homes, our families and throughout the world.

Merry Christmas! Feliz Natal! Feliz Navidad! Joyeux Noel!

Sincerely yours in Chri;lg/é/—/

Most Reéverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V.
Bishop of Fall River

47 Underwood Street ® Post Office Box 2577 e Fall River, Massachusetts 02722-2577
Telephone: 508-675-1311 e Facsimile: 508-679-9220
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