
  

   

 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
Serving the Catholic Community of Swansea and Somerset 

Sunday, December 9, 2018 

Liturgical Celebrations 
Saturday Vigil: 4 p.m.       
Sundays:  8, 9:30 & 11 a.m. 
Monday – Thursday: 9 a.m. 
Civic Holidays: 9 a.m. only 
 
Contact: 
Parish Office:  508-673-2808 
Parish fax:  508-672-6241 
Email: stfrancisswansea@comcast.net 
Website:  www.stfrancisswansea.com 
 
Religious Ed: 508-673-2808/508-674-0024 
Email: religiouseducation@stfrancisswansea.com 
 
St. Vincent de Paul:  508-673-2808 
 
50 Week Club: Bill & Kathy Sullivan 508-493-9064 or 508-

674-8511 

Parish Staff  
Pastor:   Rev. Michael A. Ciryak 

Maintenance:  Tony Roderigues 
Faith Formation Coordinator:  Christine Gregorek 

Bulletin:  Colleen Fontaine 

Finance/Office/Notary:  Fran Kelley 

Music Director: Ada Simpson 

Cantors:  Allison Messier and Mike Moniz  

Youth Ministry:  Justin & Amanda La Croix 

Parish Council President:  Wayne Gray 
 
 

Parish Address:   
Church:  530 Gardners Neck Road 
Office/Rectory:    

270 Ocean Grove Avenue  
Swansea, MA  02777 
Office hours:  9:30 a.m. — 4 p.m.  
or by appointment 
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St. Francis of Assisi Parish     Serving the Catholic Community of Swansea and Somerset 

 
Sat. December 8 
  4:00 p.m.          Harold & Jerry Hodkinson by Family 
Sun. December 9 
  8:00 a.m.         Daniel Durette 
  9:30 a.m.         John Viveiros by Family 
11:00 a.m.         Aunt Anne, Uncle Tom & Auntie by  Niece 
                          Ellie and Family 
Mon.  December 10 
  9:00 a.m.         Gwendolyn Sherman by Mike & Fran 
                          Kelley 
Tues. December 11 
  9:00 a.m.         For the Neglected and Forgotten 
Wed.  December 12 
  9:00 a.m.         Lois Thompson by Mike & Fran Kelley                   
Thurs. December 13 
  9:00 a.m.         Marion Rowland Hoyt by Flanigan Family  
Sat.   December 15 
  4:00 p.m.         Marion Flanigan by Family 
                           Tommy O’Connor by Donald Family 
Sun. December 16 
  8:00 a.m.         Lois Ann Thompson 7th Anniversary by 
                           Husband Joseph & Family 
  9:30 a.m.   
11:00 a.m.        Alex Silva by Mom, Dad and Family 
                          Butch Hyland by Family 
 

Sacraments: 
Baptism: Arrangements must be made in advance. Please 
call the Parish Office  to  arrange a date and supply pertinent 
information. Individual Baptismal preparation is required. 

 

Sponsors: must receive from their respective Catholic pas-
tors a “sponsor certificate,” which is the signed word of one 
priest to another that the proposed godparent is a Confirmed, 
fully-practicing Catholic who is qualified to be a godparent 
by living in  harmony with our faith. 

 

Reconciliation: Saturday from 3:15PM to 3:40PM or call 
the rectory for an appointment. 

 

First Eucharist & Confirmation:  Preparation – two years 
prior to receiving each Sacrament is mandatory as a regis-
tered student in the Faith Formation Program. 

 

Matrimony:  Couples are asked to consult with our priest at 
least six months in advance of the intended date to allow 
time for marriage preparation, including the Diocesan Pro-
gram. 

 

Ministry to the Sick:  Please notify us if someone you 
know is homebound and would like to be added to our Com-
munion call list, or would like to receive the Sacrament of 
the Sick.  

 

Low gluten hosts available: Please let us know before 
Mass if you have a need to receive this type of host. 

Parish Mission Statement:  In the spirit of our patron, St. Francis of Assisi, we dedicate ourselves as liv-
ing stones to building our parish family with Christ as our foundation.  Enlivened by the Holy Spirit, we 
commit ourselves by sharing God’s transforming love with our families, our community and our world.  

 

Saint Francis of Assisi Memorial Fund  
 

In making funeral arrangements, you may wish to   
consider enrolling the deceased in the Saint Francis of    
Assisi Memorial Fund. Relatives and friends who     
donate to the fund in memory of the deceased receive 
a thank you card from the parish, and another card is 
sent notifying the bereaved of the gift. The gifts are 
charitable contributions and may be a supplement or a 
substitute for flowers. Those whose names are en-
rolled in the Saint Francis of Assisi Memorial Fund 
are remembered in the Masses and prayers of the par-
ish. A special Mass is celebrated once a year for all 
the souls enrolled. All the monies of this Fund are 
used to purchase materials needed to make our church 
more inspiring and  beautiful for community prayer 
and  celebrations of the sacraments. 

 
Thank you for considering this beautiful tribute. 

 

WELCOME 
If you are a new parishioner please introduce yourself to the pas-
tor after Mass and call the parish office to register.  Attend our 
monthly coffee & donut social to meet your new parish family.  
We are so pleased you’re here! 

JERUSALEM’S GLORY 
 
God’s town, Jerusalem, has a new name: “Peace through 
justice and the glory of God’s worship.” Standing up on the 
heights, Jerusalem gathers all God’s people to look out for 
the Messiah’s coming. Zechariah and Elizabeth’s son, John, 
proclaimed in the desert a baptism of repentance. “Prepare 
for the Messiah, the anointed one,” he cried. “Make his 
paths straight. Fill up the valleys, and level the moun-
tains...and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2000, OCP. All rights 
reserved. 
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December 9, 2018 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Collected December 1st and December 2nd 
Budget:  $4068.35 
Diocesan Assessment:  $1774.00 
 
Next weekend, December 15th and 16th the second 
collection is for Christmas Flowers. 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 

Our memorial candles burn in December in  
remembrance of: 
 

Sanctuary Lamp:   
Seery & Masciarelli Families 
by Steve & Ann Seery 
 
Altar Candles:   
Richard E. Willette by Wanda 
 
Tabernacle Candles:   
Oscar & Cecile Fontaine by 
Son & Daughter-in-law 
  
Crucifix Candles:   
Kevin M. Harrison by Sheila, 
Bill & Megan 
 Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Tuesday December 11, 2018. 1pm to 3pm in 
the Church Hall. Remembering Your Loved Ones 

It is very easy to remember a loved one in our own 
personal way, but what better way than a Mass or 

Mass Card.  Both are available here at St. Francis of 
Assisi.  All you need to do is contact the Rectory to 
schedule a Mass or acquire a Mass Card. Masses are 

still available for  the months of December.  

Rectory office telephone number is 508-673-2808.    

 

 

 

 

The Mass book and memorial candle requests are now open 
for January through June 2019.  Every attempt will be made 
to accommodate your requests for specific dates, but we 
cannot promise.  Your understanding is appreciated. 

Please call the rectory during business hours.  Please do not 
send in your requests in the collection basket.   

 

 

 

 

 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Society will be collecting brown bag donations of nonper-
ishable food during the next two weeks ( Dec 8th through 
the 16th). 

We are in particular need of protein items, such as canned 
tuna or chicken.  Any donation would be greatly appreciat-
ed as it would help us continue our work to help people in 
less fortunate circumstances. As always, we thank you in 
advance for your kindness. 

 

                          Holiday Dinner Boxes  

St. Vincent de Paul Society will also be providing food 
boxes for a holiday dinner again this year.  If you, or any-
one you know, could use a little extra help with food secu-
rity during the holiday season please call 508-673-
2808.  All requests are confidential.  We wish everyone a 
happy and faith filled holiday. 
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Second Sunday of Advent                                                                                       Sunday, December 9, 2018                

 

50Week Club  

 

WANTED:  NEW MEMBERS! 
 
Membership forms are located at the entrances to church, or 
just call Kathy Sullivan.  This is our biggest (and most fun) 
fundraising event of the entire year!  $2.00 per week gives 
you a chance to win a weekly drawing of $25.00!  

Remember, you can’t win if you don’t join! 

As we announced previously, our 2017-2018 year was 
amazing!  The profit from the club was given to the parish 

and totaled $6,500.00!  You can be part of the action! 

 

Congratulations to:  

Irene Lake 
Winner for December 2, 2018 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths.” Welcome Christ into 
your marriage by attending a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next 
Weekends are Jan 18-20, 2019 in South 
Kingstown, RI and Mar 8-10, 2019 in 
Duxbury, MA. For more information, 
call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-
710-9963 or visit them at https://wwmema.org/. 

YOUTH MINISTRY  SCHEDULE 
 

Meeting Dates 
2018 
December 16-Vendor Sale/Chili Cook-Off -   
No meeting  
 
2019 
January 13, 27          5:00-6:30p.m. 
 

 

Name:___________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________ 

Phone:___________________________________________ 

Email:___________________________________________ 

St. John of God’s Family Ministry 

St. John of God's Family Ministry will be hosting 
their Breakfast with St Nicholas on Saturday, De-
cember 15 in their parish hall located at 996 Brayton 
Avenue, Somerset, MA. Doors will open at 9:00 am 
for breakfast with children's activities starting at 9:30 
am and will run until noon. St. Nicholas will arrive at 
10:00 am.  Prices are adults - $7, children ages 6 to 12 
- $3 and children 5 and under are FREE.  Tickets are 
available after Mass, through the rectory (508) 678-
5513, or message the St. John of God Family Ministry 
Facebook page. 

 

LOOKING FOR SINGERS TO SING  
AT THE NATIVITY AT LA SALETTE 

We're looking for experienced vocalists to lead Shrine 
visitors in "Silent Night" (commemorating the 200th 
anniversary of the Christmas hymn) at 4:45PM at the 
Outdoor Chapel marking the nightly illumination of 
the lights.  If you're interested in helping, and would 
be available on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday nights 
through January 6th, please contact Fr. Ted Brown at 
lasaletteshrinedirector@gmail.com. Though not re-
quired, a vocal recording is encouraged! Thank you!  

https://wwmema.org/�
mailto:lasaletteshrinedirector@gmail.com�
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Second Sunday of Advent                                                                                         Sunday, December 9, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praying with Icons: A new series of morning retreats 
will be led by Sr. Madeleine Tacy, OP, D. Min. These 
Tuesday retreats will include an introduction to the his-
tory, development, and religious/spiritual use of icons. 
Since icons are referred to as “windows on heaven” time 
will be spent on the meaning of icons and how they can 
be used as an aid in prayer.  

Sr. Madeleine is member of the Dominican Sisters of 
Hope. Her life-long interest in spirituality has led her to 
explore how various faith traditions express the yearning 
for the presence of God in their lives. Tuesday mornings: 
Coffee 9:30; Session 10:00- 12:30. Cost: $25.00/
session December 11.   Sacred Hearts Retreat Center, 
226 Great Neck Road, Wareham, 02571.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           OFFICE OF SAFE ENVIRONMENT 

 

If you would like more information about how the 
Diocese is responding to the crisis of sexual abuse, 
please visit our website at www.fallriverdiocese.org. 
It contains information on how to report an incident of 
abuse, Diocesan policies and procedures (revised 
2018), and the Code of Conduct for all employees, 
clergy, and volunteers.  

FAITH FORMATION CORNER 

Christmas Vacation Schedule 

Classes end on Thursday, Decem-
ber 20th and resume on Sunday, 

January 6th 

                                      

http://www.fallriverdiocese.org�
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