St. Francis of Assisi Parish
Sunday August 26, 2018

The Second
Sunday of Easter

Liturgical Celebrations
Saturday Vigil: 4 p.m.
Sundays: 8, 9:30 & 11 a.m.
Monday – Thursday: 9 a.m.
Civic Holidays: 9 a.m. only
Contact:
Parish Office: 508-673-2808
Parish fax: 508-672-6241
Email: stfrancisswansea@comcast.net
Website: www.stfrancisswansea.com
Religious Education: 508-673-2808/508-674-0024
Email: religiouseducation@stfrancisswansea.com
St. Vincent de Paul: 508-673-2808

Parish Staff
Pastor: Rev. Michael A. Ciryak
Maintenance: Tony Roderigues
Bulletin: Colleen Fontaine
Finance/Office/Notary: Fran Kelley
Music Director: Ada Simpson
Cantors: Allison Messier and Mike Moniz
Youth Ministry: Justin & Amanda La Croix
Parish Council President: Wayne Gray
Parish Address:
Church: 530 Gardners Neck Road
Office/Rectory:
270 Ocean Grove Avenue
Swansea, MA 02777
Office hours: 9:30 a.m. — 4 p.m. or by appointment

St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Swansea, MA

Parish Mission Statement: In the spirit of our patron, St. Francis of Assisi, we dedicate ourselves as living stones to building our parish family with Christ as our foundation. Enlivened by the Holy Spirit, we
commit ourselves by sharing God’s transforming love with our families, our community and our world.

Sacraments:

Baptism: Arrangements must be made in advance. Please
call the Parish Office to arrange a date and supply pertinent
information. Individual Baptismal preparation is required.
Sponsors: must receive from their respective Catholic pastors a “sponsor certificate,” which is the signed word of one
priest to another that the proposed godparent is a Confirmed,
fully-practicing Catholic who is qualified to be a godparent
by living in harmony with our faith.
Reconciliation: Saturday from 3:15PM to 3:40PM or call
the rectory for an appointment.
First Eucharist & Confirmation: Preparation – two years
prior to receiving each Sacrament is mandatory as a registered student in the Faith Formation Program.
Matrimony: Couples are asked to consult with our priest at
least six months in advance of the intended date to allow
time for marriage preparation, including the Diocesan Program.
Ministry to the Sick: Please notify us if someone you
know is homebound and would like to be added to our Communion call list, or would like to receive the Sacrament of
the Sick.
Low gluten hosts available: Please let us know before
Mass if you have a need to receive this type of host.

WELCOME

If you are a new parishioner please introduce yourself to the pastor after Mass and call the parish office to register. Attend our
monthly coffee & donut social to meet your new parish family.
We are so pleased you’re here!

Saint Francis of Assisi Memorial Fund
In making funeral arrangements, you may wish to
consider enrolling the deceased in the Saint Francis of
Assisi Memorial Fund. Relatives and friends who
donate to the fund in memory of the deceased receive
a thank you card from the parish, and another card is
sent notifying the bereaved of the gift. The gifts are
charitable contributions and may be a supplement or a
substitute for flowers. Those whose names are enrolled in the Saint Francis of Assisi Memorial Fund
are remembered in the Masses and prayers of the parish. A special Mass is celebrated once a year for all
the souls enrolled. All the monies of this Fund are
used to purchase materials needed to make our church
more inspiring and beautiful for community prayer
and celebrations of the sacraments.
Thank you for considering this beautiful tribute.
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Sat., August 25
4:00 p.m. Edalina & Jacintho Furtado by Family
Pearl Gray by Ray & Carol
Sun. August 26
8:00 a.m. Jean & Joseph Ciryak
9:30 a.m.
Pearl Gray by Judy & Tony
11:00 a.m.
Mon. August 27
9:00 a.m. Fr. William Costello
Tues. August 28
9:00 a.m.
Wed. August 29
9:00 a.m.
Desiree Choquette by Family
Thurs. August 30
9:00 a.m. Fr. William Costello
Sat. September 1
4:00 p.m. Robert J. Peloquin by Wife Wanda
Alice Walsh by Family
Pearl Gray by Ray & Carol
Sun. September 2
8:00 a.m
9:30 a.m. Julia Deltoro by Family
11:00 a.m. Joan Crook by Kathy & Bill Sullivan

THE CHOICE
“What a hard saying! How can we accept it?” murmured Jesus’ disciples. He insisted his word was
Spirit and life, yet many could not see their way to
follow him. That was their free choice. The great
mystery for Christ and his bride, the church, is that
we believe in him as he dies to give us real life—a
share in divine life opened to us in baptism. We are
his body: its living parts. Like Peter and the rest, we
have no other place to go for eternal life. How do we
choose?
Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2000, OCP. All
rights reserved.

August 26, 2018

Our memorial candles burn in August in
remembrance of:
Sanctuary Lamp:
Continued Health of
William Ashley by Sister
Altar Candles:
Anna M. & Leon J. Menard
by Family
Tabernacle Candles:
Anne Durkin by Marita &
Wayne
Crucifix Candles:
Chad Gray by Wayne &
Marita

Remembering Your Loved Ones
It is very easy to remember a loved one in our
own personal way, but what better way than a
Mass or Mass Card. Both are available here at St.
Francis of Assisi. All you need to do is contact
the Rectory to schedule a Mass or acquire a Mass
Card.
You can also sponsor candles for the Sanctuary,
Altar, Crucifix and Tabernacle in memory of your
loved ones. There are still candle options open
for the months of November and December.
Suggested donation for candles is $50.00.

MY BROTHER’S KEEPER is a Christian ministry in Dartmouth that delivers furniture free of charge to families in need. At
each delivery they offer a crucifix as a gift along with the message,
“We are just the delivery people. This is the man who sent you the
furniture”. They need volunteers to help in a variety of ways including administration, cleaning, sorting, sewing, and pickups & deliveries. All are welcome. Call 774-305-4577 or go to
www.MyBrothersKeeper.org
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Collected August 18th and August 19th
Budget: $2800.00
Repairs & Restorations: $2422.00
Holy Day: 753.00
Next weekend, September 1st and 2nd the second collection is for Repairs & Restoration
Thank you for your generosity!

Call to Prayer Initiative
The U.S. Bishops urge our participation each Friday
in a nationwide Novena for the Legal Protection of
Human Life, August 3-September 28. Participants
will receive weekly email or text reminders to pray
and fast, along with little-known facts about Roe v.
Wade to share with others. Sign up at
www.usccb.org/pray!
Pro-Life Quotes
"Those who knowingly, willingly, and directly
support public policies or legislation that undermine moral principles cooperate with evil."
USCCB Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship

St. John of God “Meals Ministry” takes place on the 2nd and 4th
Thursdays of the month. If you, or someone you know could benefit from stretching your wallet by attending their meal, you are most
welcome. The meal is intended for those in need in the Swansea/
Somerset area and also for the elderly who may not want to dine
alone. If you want more information, call St. John of God Church
at (508)678-5513.

Twenty‐First Sunday in Ordinary Time

50Week Club
WANTED: NEW MEMBERS!
Membership forms are located at the entrances to church, or
just call Kathy Sullivan. This is our biggest (and most fun)
fundraising event of the entire year! $2.00 per week gives
you a chance to win a weekly drawing of $25.00!
Remember, you can’t win if you don’t join!
As we announced previously, our 2017-2018 year was
amazing! The profit from the club was given to the parish
and totaled $6,500.00! You can be part of the action!

Sunday, August 26, 2018
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Peter said to Jesus, “You have the
words of eternal life”. Discover God’s
plan for your marriage by attending a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are Sep 15-16,
2018 in Medway, MA and Dec 7-9,
2018 in Duxbury, MA. For more information, call Stephen & Michelle
O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or visit them at https://
wwmema.org/

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
SOCIETY

Congratulations to:

Nancy Feeney
Winner for August 19, 2018

The St. Vincent de Paul Society of
our parish is comprised of a dozen
exemplary individuals, both men and
women, who aim to live out their
faith in Jesus Christ through loving
service and prayer for those in need
in our community.
If you need help with bills, groceries
or rent...call the rectory today.

OUTREACH PROGRAM

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is trying to find ways to
extend their outreach to those in need.
Food bags will be placed at the main entrance to the
church after each weekend mass.
Please take a bag if you know of anyone who is in need,
or if you are in need yourself.
Or, please contact St. Vincent de Paul Society of St.
Francis of Assisi parish @ 508-673-2808 for further assistance. All calls are confidential. Our mission is to help
those in need.

Monetary donations will be collected by members of the
St. Vincent de Paul Society the weekend of September
22nd and 23rd.

HEAL YOUR FAMILY – All families face challenges. Come pray with your family about these trials and
seek strength and healing. A prayerful afternoon starting at 2:00 with Adoration, Reconciliation, Rosary,
ending with Mass and an Anointing will unify your
family. We hope to see you on Sunday, September 16
for this prayerful event. Join us at St. Joseph Chapel
near The Father Peyton Center, 500 Washington
Street, North Easton, MA 02356. Event is free, family
-friendly, handicap accessible and open to the public.
For more information, call Family Rosary at 508-2384095.

The walk takes place in Kennedy Park on Saturday, September 29th.

Schedule of Events:

If you would like to participate in the walk, registration
forms can be found in the sacristy.

2:00PM: Adoration & Rosary
3:00PM: Mass & Anointing
Reconciliation available from 2PM until Mass begins.
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Twenty‐First Sunday in Ordinary Time

YOUTH GROUP
PHOTO GALLERY DAY AT SIX
FLAGS

Sunday August 26, 2018
Permanent Diaconate Information Night
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Edgar M. da
Cunha, Bishop of Fall River, has authorized the formation of a new class for Permanent Deacons beginning in the spring of 2019. Those interested in pursuing the vocation of diaconate, scheduled to begin
the Aspirancy phase in the spring of 2019,
are invited to submit a preliminary application. Additional details and a preliminary application is available on our website—http://
www.frpermanentdiaconate.com/
The next Information meeting will be
held on Tuesday, August 28, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. with
more to follow in the fall and winter. The general
information meetings will delve into the process of
becoming a deacon for the Diocese of Fall River. This info night will be held at Holy Name of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Center, 121 Mt. Pleasant Street, New Bedford, MA 02740.
If you have any questions, please contact Deacon
Frank Lucca or Rev. Robert Oliveira, CoDirectors of the Office of the Permanent Diaconate
at frpermanentdiaconate-@verizon.net or contact the
Office of Permanent Diaconate at 508-990-0341.

Learning to Love

Youth Group Scheduled Mee ngs
Sunday, September 2nd– 5‐6:30 p.m.
Sunday, September, 16th– 5‐6:30 p.m.
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In Washington, DC in 1994 Mother Teresa said that
we fight abortion by teaching the mother what love
really means: "to be willing to give until it hurts...So,
the mother who is thinking of abortion, should be
helped to love, that is, to give until it hurts her plans,
or her free time, to respect the life of her child."
Gustave Thibon has said that the true God transforms
violence into suffering, while the false god transforms
suffering into violence. The woman tempted to have
an abortion will transform her suffering into violence
unless she allows love to transform her, and make her
willing to give herself away. The Eucharist gives both
the lesson and the power. Mom is to say "This
is my body, my blood, my life, given up for you my
child."

