St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Sunday September 2,2018

2" SUNDAY

IN ORDINARY TIME

Liturgical Celebrations

Saturday Vigil: 4 p.m.
Sundays: 8, 9:30 & 11 a.m.
Monday — Thursday: 9 a.m.
Civic Holidays: 9 a.m. only

Contact:

Parish Office: 508-673-2808

Parish fax: 508-672-6241

Email: stfrancisswansea@comcast.net
Website: www.stfrancisswansea.com

Religious Education: 508-673-2808/508-674-0024
Email: religiouseducation@stfrancisswansea.com

St. Vincent de Paul: 508-673-2808

50 Week Club: Bill & Kathy Sullivan 508-493-9064 or
508-674-8511

Parish Staff

Pastor: Rev. Michael A. Ciryak
Maintenance: Tony Roderigues

Bulletin: Colleen Fontaine
Finance/Office/Notary: Fran Kelley

Music Director: Ada Simpson

Cantors: Allison Messier and Mike Moniz
Youth Ministry: Justin & Amanda La Croix
Parish Council President: Wayne Gray

Parish Address:

Church: 530 Gardners Neck Road

Office/Rectory:

270 Ocean Grove Avenue

Swansea, MA 02777

Office hours: 9:30 a.m. — 4 p.m. or by appointment




Swansea, MA

St. Francis of Assisi Parish

Sacraments:
Baptism: Arrangements must be made in advance. Please
call the Parish Office to arrange a date and supply pertinent
information. Individual Baptismal preparation is required.

Sponsors: must receive from their respective Catholic pas-
tors a “sponsor certificate,” which is the signed word of one
priest to another that the proposed godparent is a Confirmed,
fully-practicing Catholic who is qualified to be a godparent
by living in harmony with our faith.

Reconciliation: Saturday from 3:15PM to 3:40PM or call
the rectory for an appointment.

First Eucharist & Confirmation: Preparation — two years
prior to receiving each Sacrament is mandatory as a regis-
tered student in the Faith Formation Program.

Matrimony: Couples are asked to consult with our priest at
least six months in advance of the intended date to allow
time for marriage preparation, including the Diocesan Pro-
gram,

Ministry to the Sick: Please notify us if someone you
know is homebound and would like to be added to our Com-
munion call list, or would like to receive the Sacrament of
the Sick.

Low gluten hosts available: Please let us know before
Mass if you have a need to receive this type of host.

WELCOME
If you are a new parishioner please introduce yourself to the pas-
tor after Mass and call the parish office to register. Attend our
monthly coffee & donut social to meet your new parish family.
We are so pleased you’re here!

Saint Francis of Assisi Memorial Fund

In making funeral arrangements, you may wish to
consider enrolling the deceased in the Saint Francis of
Assisi Memorial Fund. Relatives and friends who
donate to the fund in memory of the deceased receive
a thank you card from the parish, and another card is
sent notifying the bereaved of the gift. The gifts are
charitable contributions and may be a supplement or a
substitute for flowers. Those whose names are en-
rolled in the Saint Francis of Assisi Memorial Fund
are remembered in the Masses and prayers of the par-
ish. A special Mass is celebrated once a year for all
the souls enrolled. All the monies of this Fund are
used to purchase materials needed to make our church
more inspiring and beautiful for community prayer
and celebrations of the sacraments.

Thank you for considering this beautiful tribute.

Parish Mission Statement: In the spirit of our patron, St. Francis of Assisi, we dedicate ourselves as liv-
ing stones to building our parish family with Christ as our foundation. Enlivened by the Holy Spirit, we
commit ourselves by sharing God’s transforming love with our families, our community and our world.

Sat., September 1

4:00 p.m.  Robert J. Peloquin by Wife Wanda
Alice Walsh by Family
Pearl Gray by Ray & Carol

Sun. September 2

8:00 am.  Sam Swidey by Fr. Michael
9:30 a.m.  Julia Deltoro by Family
11:00 am. John Crook by Kathy & Bill Sullivan

Mon. September 3 - Labor Day
9:00 a.m. All Our Deceased Loved Ones

Tues. September 4
9:00 a.m.  No Mass due to Fall River Diocese
Priest Convocation

Wed. September 5
9:00 a.m. No Mass due to Fall River Diocese
Priest Convocation

Thurs. September 6
9:00 a.m.  Francisca & John Sousa by Family

Sat. September 8
4:00 p.m.  Herbert Gray by Wayne & Marita
James A. Walsh by Nancy Urban
Pearl Gray by Rita Vasconcellos

Sun. September 9

8:00 am  Mary E. Ferreira First Anniversary
by Family
9:30 a.m.
11:00 am. Alex Silva by Mom, Dad & Family
BACKBONE

Lobster shell or backbone? Which do we want? The
law can be used in different ways. Jesus argued for
law as backbone. He looked at the real purpose of
“clean and unclean,” “exterior and interior,” adher-
ence to the word planted within. When law is back-
bone, then we have cause to exercise and grow in the
Lord, supported and strengthened in the truth. In this
life, Christ Jesus, who is the way of service to one
another, leads us by the power of the Holy Spirit to
the Father.

Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2000, OCP. All
rights reserved.
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%%»Z In Loving Memory PaHSh SUDDOH

Our memorial candles burn in September in
remembrance of:
Sanctuary Lamp:

Herbert Gray by Wayne &
Marita

Collected August 25th and August 26th
Budget: $3045.50

Repairs & Restorations: $1660.00
Diocesan Assessment: $244.00

Altar Candles:
Robert J. Peloquin by Wife
Wanda

Next weekend, September 8th and 9th the second col-
lection is for Diocesan Assessment.

Tabernacle Candles:

Alice Walsh by Family Thank you for your generosity!

Crucifix Candles: HEAL YOUR FAMILY - All families face challeng-
Conred Fortier by Wife es. Come pray with your family about these trials and
Phyllis seek strength and healing. A prayerful afternoon start-
ing at 2:00 with Adoration, Reconciliation, Rosary,

ending with Mass and an Anointing will unify your
family. We hope to see you on Sunday, September 16
for this prayerful event. Join us at St. Joseph Chapel
near The Father Peyton Center, 500 Washington
Street, North Easton, MA 02356. Event is free, family
-friendly, handicap accessible and open to the public.
For more information, call Family Rosary at 508-238-

Prayer Shawl Ministry

4095.
Tuesday September 4, 2018. 1pm to 3pm in
the Church Hall. . 4&
Schedule of Events: FAMILY
2:00PM: Adoration & Rosary ROSARY

3:00PM: Mass & Anointing

Reconciliation available from 2PM until Mass begins.

On the weekend of September 8" and 9th, Bridget Higginbotham, former staff member with Franciscan Mission
Service, w1ll visit all masses and share about FMS’ work internationally and in the United States. As a Catholic,
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, FMS relies on the prayers and financial sup-
port of U.S. church communities to serve communities in Latin America, South
America and here in the United States. In anticipation of their visit, Franciscan
Mission Service invites parishioners to reflect on Pope Francis’ words from
Evangelii Gaudium: “Every Christian is challenged, here and now, to be actively
engaged in evangelization; indeed, anyone who has truly experienced God’s sav-
ing love does not need much time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that
g love.” How might you be called to be engaged in evangelization? Some give by

franciscan going on mission, and some go by giving—both prayers and donations. To find
mi SS_i ONn  out more, visit www.franciscanmissionservice.org and look for Bridget after
ServiCeé  mass on September 8th and 9th



http://www.franciscanmissionservice.org�

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, September 2, 2018

s0Week Club

WANTED: NEW MEMBERS!

Membership forms are located at the entrances to church, or
just call Kathy Sullivan. This is our biggest (and most fun)

fundraising event of the entire year! $2.00 per week gives
you a chance to win a weekly drawing of $25.00!
Remember, you can’t win if you don’t join!

As we announced previously, our 2017-2018 year was

amazing! The profit from the club was given to the parish

and totaled $6,500.00! You can be part of the action!
:******************************z
Congratulations to:

Brian Talbot

* *
* *
* *
i I
: Winner for August 26, 2018 :
* *
* *
* *
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The St. Vincent de Paul Society of

our parish is comprised of a dozen

>\ exemplary individuals, both men and
women, who aim to live out their

faith in Jesus Christ through loving

® service and prayer for those in need

in our community.

If you need help with bills, groceries
or rent...call the rectory today.

svalk & ioile in iy shoes

Monetary donations will be collected by members of the
St. Vincent de Paul Society the weekend of September
22nd and 23rd.

The walk takes place in Kennedy Park on Saturday, Sep-
tember 29th.

If you would like to participate in the walk, registration
forms can be found in the sacristy.

s0Week Club

WANTED: NEW MEMBERS!

Sign up now by filling this form and drop-
ping it off in the collection basket.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
What is in your heart? Share the full-
ness of your heart with your spouse
by attending a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. The next Week-
ends are Sep 15-16, 2018 in Med-
# way, MA and Dec 7-9, 2018 in
Duxbury, MA. For more information,
call Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or
visit them at https://wwmema.org/.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
SOCIETY

OUTREACH PROGRAM

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is
trying to find ways to extend their outreach to those in
need.

Food bags will be placed at the main entrance to the
church after each weekend mass.

Please take a bag if you know of anyone who is in need,
or if you are in need yourself.

Or, please contact St. Vincent de Paul Society of St.
Francis of Assisi parish @ 508-673-2808 for further as-
sistance. All calls are confidential. Our mission is to help
those in need.
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Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday September 2, 2018

PHOTO GALLERY

HOE DOWN AT
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

e * X In observance of Labor
i}i AEZ%R’%D A\;’:{Y% Day, the parish office will
//1 be closed on Monday, Sep-

é\iﬁg x K 7,%( ¥ tember 3, 2018.

7y SUFFICIT T8 GRATIA M
TR &

Diocese of Fall River
Office of the Bishop
Most Reverend Edgar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D.

August 21,2018
Dear Friends in Christ,

Early this week, Pope Francis issued a “Letter to the People of God” in which he acknowledged “the suffering endured
by many minors due to sexual abuse, the abuse of power and the abuse of conscience perpetrated by a significant number
of clerics and consecrated persons.”

I am grateful for the Pope’s impassioned response at this time. As you know, this very painful issue has once again come
to the forefront of our Church, and all of us are shaken by it.

Revelations about now former Cardinal Theodore McCarrick and his subsequent removal from public ministry and the
report of the Pennsylvania Grand Jury profoundly sadden and disturb me.

I know that many of you feel the same way. I realize the anguish this has brought to our faithful parishioners in the
Diocese. Understandably, you are upset, disillusioned and even angry.

As Bishop of Fall River, | want to reiterate my firm, unequivocal commitment to doing all in my ability to ensure that a
culture of safe environment permeates all ministries and programs offered by this Diocese especially those that serve our
children and young people.

In the spring, we established a separate, stand-alone Office of Safe Environment to oversee our child protection protocols
and programs and hired two former law enforcement officials to oversee them. These changes, and others made thus far
to our abuse prevention training program and CORI procedures, have strengthened our efforts in these areas. A
predominantly lay Review Board, in place to serve as an advisory body in matters of sexual misconduct, has already
begun a review of our policies on abuse prevention and response to ensure their optimum effectiveness. To access these
policies and p d and all related d please visit the diocesan website at http://www.fallriverdiocese.org/
and click on the Safe Environment tab at the top of the homepage.

Pope Francis writes in his letter of the urgency to reaffirm the Church’s commitment to ensure the protection of minor
and vulnerable adults, “...no effort must be spared to create a culture able to prevent such situations from happening, but
also to prevent the possibility of their being covered up and perpetuated.” You have my promise that I will do all that I
am able to uphold this commitment here in the Fall River Diocese.

With regard to the wider Church, I was pleased to learn last week that the president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops has announced a series of steps designed to implement stronger protections against predators in the Church and
anyone who would conceal them, protections that will hold bishops to the highest standards of transparency and
accountability. Know that I firmly support such steps.

In closing, let me assure you of my prayers at this difficult time. At the same time, I ask that you please join your
prayers with mine for the eradication of all forms of sexual abuse and especially for those who have been victims of
abuse in our Church, that they may find healing and comfort and the necessary strength for rebuilding their lives.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

(5 evemnd{

gar M. da Cunha, S.D.V., D.D.
Bishop of Fall River
47 Underwood Street ¢ Post Office Box 2577 e Fall River, Massachusetts 02722-2577
Telephone: 508-675-1311 e Facsimile: 508-679-9220

The above copy of the Bishop’s Letter
to Parishioners

Can be found on our Parish website
www.stfrancisswansea.com.

Location: select Bulletin tab, the Let-
ter to Parishioners is located just
above the bulletin for August 26th.
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