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Mission Statement

Vision Statement

Morning Star Catholic School, founded in Catholic tradition, is committed to 
providing each student with special needs the opportunity to discover their gifts 
and achieve their personal best as children of God.

To ensure each student has the ability to reach his or her potential, function 
more independently, and become active and effective participants in today’s 
world.

Table of Contents
Student Course Plan 3

Language Arts 4

Math 10

Science 14

Social Studies 19

Religion 24

Electives/Life Skills 28



3

CURRICULUM GUIDE 2022 - 2023

Student Course Plan
Students enrolled in our High School Program, will need to complete all the 
courses listed in our Curriculum Guide over the 4-8 years they attend High 
School at Morning Star Catholic School in order to be eligible to receive a high 
school diploma. Below is an outline of how students will be registered/enrolled 
for the courses. Typically, students will take a course twice to obtain the highest 
level of mastery. If a student receives a score of “4” in the course during their 
first year, they can proceed to the next level. A “4” means they completed the 
course requirements independently 80-100% of the time. 

Outline of Courses

ACCESS Courses Year

English 1, Liberal Arts Math, Physical Science, World History, 
Religion 1 1/2

English 2,  Algebra 1, Earth Science, Economics, Religion 2 3/4

English 3, Algebra 2, Biology 1, United States Government, 
Religion 2 5/6

English 4, Geometry, Chemistry 1 or Integrated Science, 
United States History or Economics (Personal Finance), 
Religion 4 

7/8

Electives/Life Skills (student/teacher selection) 2 per 
year



4

CURRICULUM GUIDE 2022 - 2023

Language Arts (ELA)
Course: ACCESS English 1        
#7910120

Skills:

Write routinely over shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes and 
audiences.

Follow steps to complete a short or sustained research project to build knowledge on a topic or text, 
answer a question and/or solve a problem.

Gather relevant information about the topic from authoritative print and/or digital sources.

Provide evidence from literary or information texts to support analysis, reflection and research.

Evaluate an argument within a text to determine if reasoning is valid; reasoning is accurate; evidence is 
relevant; and evidence is sufficient.

Produce a clear, coherent, permanent product that is appropriate to the specific task, purpose or 
audience.

Use technology to produce and publish writing.

Spell correctly in writing.

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participal, prepositional, absolute) and 
clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey meaning and add interest to 
writing.

Use newly acquired domain-specific words and phrases accurately.

Use grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases accurately within 
writing.

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph or text; a word’s position in a 
sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

Find the part of speech for a word.
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Skills:

Find the precise meaning of a word.

Find the synonym for a word.

Verify the prediction of the meaning of a new word or phrase.

Identify connections between key points.

Provide/create an objective summary of a text or an adapted grade-appropriate text.

Determine how key details support the development of the central idea of a text or an adapted 
grade-appropriate text.

Determine the central idea of a text.

Determine which piece(s) of evidence provide the strongest support for inferences, conclusions or 
summaries in a text.

Use two or more pieces of evidence to support inferences, conclusions or summaries.

Evaluate the argument/claims that the author makes to determine if the statements are true or false.

Identify claims and arguments made by the author.

Read or listen to a variety of texts, including biographies, essays, speeches, journals and news articles.

Use a variety of strategies to derive meaning from a variety print/non-print texts.

Read or listen to challenging grade-appropriate texts.

Use two or more pieces of evidence to support inferences.

Determine the theme or central idea of an adapted grade-appropriate text.
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Skills:

Use two or more pieces of evidence to support the summary of the text, inferences, and conclusions.

Identify what is the same or what is different in two sources or mediums.

Read or listen to a variety of texts or adapted texts, including historical novels, classical dramas or 
plays, poetry, novels, fiction and nonfiction.

Identify evidence for claim(s) and counterclaim(s).

Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed or resolved 
over the course of the narrative.

Create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

Sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole.

Report on a topic, using a logical sequence of ideas, appropriate facts and relevant, and descriptive 
details that support the main ideas.

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented.

Provide a concluding statement or section that supports the argument presented by stating the 
significance of the claim.

CURRICULUM GUIDE 2022 - 2023
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Course: ACCESS English 2        
#7910125
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Skills:

Determine the central idea of a text.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text.

With prompting and support, retell, ask questions about key details and sequence a set of events in a 
familiar story.

With prompting and support, identify the characters in and the sequence of events (beginning, middle 
and end ) in a story.

With prompting and support, identify a setting in a story.

With prompting and support, define the role of the illustrator and explain how illustrations improve 
our understanding of the story.

With prompting and support, identify the author of a familiar story and define the role of the author.

Identify or name upper and lowercase letters of the alphabet.
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Course: ACCESS English 3        
#7910130

Skills

Use various types of Phrases Nouns and verbs.

Spell Correctly in writing.

Predict the meaning of a word or phrase.

Find the synonym of a word.

Find the precise meaning of a word.

Use context clues.

Determine the central Idea of a text.

Identify connections between key points.

Identify key sentences or paragraphs that support claims.

Compare and contrast various accounts of a subject in two or more mediums.

Read or listen to challenging grade-appropriate texts  including biographies, essays, speeches, journals 
and news articles.

Use two or more pieces of textual evidence to support conclusions.

Analyze the point of view reflected in a work of literature.

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision making.
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Course: ACCESS English 4        
#7910135
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Skills

Create a writing organizational structure (e.g., introduce claims, relevant evidence for each and 
provide conclusion).

Select the most relevant evidence for claim(s) and counterclaim(s) for use in writing.

Use words, phrases and clauses to create cohesion within writing.

Spell correctly in writing.

Provide/create an objective summary of a text.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text including figurative (i.e., 
metaphors, similes and idioms) and connotative meanings.

Read or listen to a variety of texts or adapted texts.

Include digital multimedia components and visual displays in presentations.
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Course: ACCESS Liberal Arts Mathematics      
#7912070

Skills

Choose and interpret both the scale and the origin in graphs and data displays.

Determine and interpret appropriate quantities when using descriptive modeling (graphing).

Add, subtract, multiply and divide rational expressions.

Interpret units in the context of the problem.

Identify the different parts of the expression and explain their meaning within the context of a 
problem.
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Course: ACCESS Algebra 1        
#7912075 (includes 1A-#7912080 and 1B-#7912090)

Skills

Add, subtract, and multiply polynomials and understand how closure applies under these operations.

Understand the definition of a polynomial.

Add, subtract, divide and multiply rational expressions.

Find the sum of two equations.

Choose the appropriate units for a specific formula and interpret the meaning of the unit in that 
context..

When solving a multi-step problem, use units to evaluate the appropriateness of the solution.
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Course: ACCESS Algebra 2        
#7912095

Skills:

Knowing when adding or multiplying a rational number the result is a rational number.

Identify and interpret the solutions of linear equations from a real-world context that has been 
graphed.

Graph equations in two or more variables on coordinate axes with labels and scales.

Understand that statistics can be used to gain information about a population.

Graph equations in two or more variables on coordinate axes with labels and scales.
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Course: ACCESS Geometry        
#7912065

Skills:

Identify two-dimensional and three-dimensional figures.
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Course: ACCESS Physical Science        
#7920022

Skills:

Recognize energy transformations that occur in everyday life between life forms and their 
environment.
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Course: ACCESS Earth/Space Science       
#7920020

Skills:

Identify the climate conditions in different parts of the world.

Recognize that global climate change occurs over a long period of time.

Recognize examples of natural changes to Florida’s land and water, such as beach erosion and sea level 
change and how these affect living populations
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Course: ACCESS Biology 1       
#7920015

Skills:

Identify that the cell is the smallest basic unit of life and that all living things are made of cells and that 
cells reproduce by dividing.

Recognize that cells have different parts and each has a function.

Relate parts of plants, such as leaf, stem, root, seed, and flower, to the functions of food production, 
support, water transport, and reproduction.

Match fossils to related species.

Match organisms to the animal, plant, and fungi kingdoms.

Recognize that some living things, such as fish and turtles, produce very large numbers of offspring 
because most will die as a result of dangers in the environment before they grow up.

Recognize that characteristics of the offspring of living things are sometimes different from their 
parents.

Recognize characteristics (traits) that offspring inherit from parents.

Recognize that all organisms have a substance called DNA with unique information.

Recognize major phases in the process of human development

Recognize that cells get energy from food and the function of photosynthesis is to produce food for 
plants.

Recognize that organisms can interact with other organisms in an ecosystem to help each other 
(mutualism), to obtain food (predation), and to benefit at expense of the other (parasitism).

Identify producers, consumers, and decomposers in a simple food chain.
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Course: ACCESS Chemistry 1       
#7920011

Skills:

Discuss the special properties of water that contribute to Earth's suitability as an environment for life.

Define a problem based on a specific body of knowledge, for example: biology, chemistry, physics, and 
earth/space. Describe and explain what characterizes science and its methods.

Identify sources of information and assess their reliability according to the strict standards of scientific 
investigation.

Describe and provide examples of how similar investigations conducted in many parts of the world 
result.

Describe how scientific inferences are drawn from scientific observations and provide examples from 
the content.

Recognize the role of creativity in constructing scientific questions, methods and explanations.

Identify which questions can be answered through science and which questions are outside the 
boundaries of science.

Explain that scientific knowledge is both durable and robust and open to change.

Describe instances in which scientists' varied backgrounds, talents, interests, and goals influence the 
inferences and thus the explanations that they make about observations of natural phenomena.
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Course: ACCESS Integrated Science 1       
#7920025

Skills:

Skills: Identify a problem based on a specific body of knowledge, including life science, earth and space 
science, or physical science.

Describe the processes used in scientific investigations, including posing a research question, forming a 
hypothesis, reviewing what is known, collecting evidence, evaluating results, and reaching conclusions.

Identify that scientists use many different methods in conducting their research.

Identify that scientific investigations are sometimes repeated in different locations.
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Social Studies
Course: ACCESS World History        
#7921027
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Skills:

Discuss World War 1, World War 2, Civil War,  American Revolution, and how the wars affected the 
world.

Discuss and understand the US foreign policy on Cuba, the Middle East, ect.
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Course: ACCESS Economics       
#7921020

Skills:

Discuss supply and demand.

Know the difference between a need and a want.

Understand the events of the great depression/ great recession.

Discuss imports and exports.

Discuss and explore the difference in Socio Economic situations.
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Course: ACCESS United States Government      
#7921015

Skills:

Discuss the three branches of government and what each one does.

Discuss the process of elections.

Discuss our Civil rights and the other important historical documents.

Discuss the US Presidents and how they influenced the world and our country.
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Course: ACCESS United States History      
#7921025

Skills:

Describe the events of the Civil War.

Describe the events of the industrial revolution and the inventors.

Describe the events of the Civil Rights movement.

Discuss Civil Rights leaders.

Discuss NASA and the space race.

Discuss and explore Florida State history.



23

CURRICULUM GUIDE 2022 - 2023

Course: ACCESS Economics with Financial Literacy/Personal Finance Literacy 
#7921022

Skills:

How to balance a checkbook/write a check.

Understanding a bank and what it does.
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Religion
Course: Religion 1       
#0000001

Skills:

Understand the 10 commandments.

Understand the Church and all its parts.

Discuss the major holidays and what they represent.

Understand Jesus teachings.

Be able to use the Rosary to pray.

Understand the Seven Sacraments and how we live by them.

Discuss and understand the stories of the Bible.

Be able to read and work in Promises magazine.

Understand the Church calendar.
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Course: Religion 2 
#0000002

Skills:

Understand the 10 commandments.

Understand the Church and all its parts.

Discuss the major holidays and what they represent.

Understand Jesus teachings.

Be able to use the Rosary to pray.

Understand the Seven Sacraments and how we live by them.

Discuss and understand the stories of the Bible.

Be able to read and work in Promises magazine.

Understand the Church calendar.
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Course: Religion 3 
#0000003

Skills:

Understand the 10 commandments.

Understand the Church and all its parts.

Discuss the major holidays and what they represent.

Understand Jesus teachings.

Be able to use the Rosary to pray.

Understand the Seven Sacraments and how we live by them.

Discuss and understand the stories of the Bible.

Be able to read and work in Promises magazine.

Understand the Church calendar.
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Course: Religion 4 
#0000004

Skills:

Understand the 10 commandments.

Understand the Church and all its parts.

Discuss the major holidays and what they represent.

Understand Jesus teachings.

Be able to use the Rosary to pray.

Understand the Seven Sacraments and how we live by them.

Discuss and understand the stories of the Bible.

Be able to read and work in Promises magazine.

Understand the Church calendar.
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Electives/Life Skills

Skills:

ACCESS Health and Safety #7920050

ACCESS Health Opportunities through Physical Education 9-12 #7915015

ACCESS Personal Fitness #7915020

ACCESS Drawing 1 #7967015

ACCESS Two-Dimensional Studio Art  #7967025

Career Preparation 9-12 #7980110

Career Experiences 9-12 #7980120

Career Placement 9-12 #7980130

Technology Education #7980190

Unique Skills Social and Emotional 9-12 #7963070

Unique Skills: Communication 9-12 #7963150

Unique Skills: Independent Functioning 9-12 #7963160


