


Morning Star Catholic is a place 
where hope is found; where students  
are given the opportunity to be the best  
they can be in body, mind, and spirit.

COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE

 “We take great pride in our school – it is truly exceptional. I am thankful  

to those who have a personal investment in Morning Star Catholic. I am 

thankful to those who see their work with Morning Star Catholic not as a 

sacrifice, but as a blessing from God and an opportunity to share in God’s 

own goodness.  I am thankful to our present  

benefactors and those who will join us for years  

to come. I invite you to join us as we continue  

to do God’s work each day at Morning Star  

Catholic School.”  

Thomas Doyle, President of Morning Star Catholic School
                       President of Bishop Moore Catholic School

 “The goal of our faculty and staff is to make sure 

each student can reach his or her potential and be-

come an integral part of the community. I invite and 

encourage you to consider Morning Star Catholic School, 

if you are in search of a school serving students with 

special needs, or join us by supporting our school 

through a financial gift, helping us work to reach our 

mission. We truly have a special place here and 

thank you for making Morning Star Catholic School a part of your family.”  

Dr. Alicia Abbey, Principal of Morning Star Catholic School



At Morning Star Catholic School,  
we believe that it is important to 
demonstrate and practice independent 
living skills. Our on-campus lab  
(designed as a small home space) 
 includes a kitchen, living 
room, bedroom, bathroom, 
and utility area. This space 
allows all of our students 
to learn practical, hands-on 
life skills, within the safety 
and security of their school. 
Students of all ages and  
abilities are able to observe 
and learn cooking techniques,  

how to set a table, clean, do laundry, 
and more. Additionally, lessons in  
nutrition, money management, basic 
personal budgeting, and time management 
are conducted within our lab space.

PRACTICAL LEARNING

At Morning Star Catholic, we evaluate each student’s needs and capabilities  

on an individual basis. Our fully certified teachers use a complete standards- 
based curriculum, designed specifically for students with special learning needs, in  
an interactive and technology-rich environment.  

Morning Star Catholic has always had a strong academic orientation with an  
emphasis on reading, math, science, and language arts. Beyond that foundation, 
we have a broad and varied program of activities including:

CURRICULUM

Computer Instruction

Art Therapy

Dance Therapy

Music Therapy

Occupational Therapy

Physical Therapy

Adaptive Physical Education

Behavioral Therapy

Speech Therapy

Social Skills Training 

Outings and Fieldtrips

Educational Edible Garden

Weekly Celebration of Mass

Adaptive Religion Program

Life Skills Training

Best Buddies



We guide students  
on their spiritual,  
academic, social,  
physical, and  
emotional journey.

PARTNERSHIPSCATHOLIC VALUES
Extracurricular classes are offered 

through St. Charles Borromeo 

Catholic School and Bishop Moore 

Catholic High School. The strategic 

positioning of our campus allows our 

students the ability to attend classes in 

physical education, art, pottery, band, 

and music. Additionally, students from 

both neighboring schools come to 

Morning Star Catholic’s campus to  

partner with our students’ daily activities 

and lessons. This partnership allows for 

all students, from every level of ability, 

to interact and blend with their  

peers - creating a cohesive culture  

of acceptance, understanding,  

and friendship.

Morning Star Catholic School is a  

diocesan school operated by the  

Diocese of Orlando. The Catholic 

education we provide is Christian, 

value-centered, and teaches students by 

guiding them to share their God given 

talents, treasure, and time with their  

neighbors in a spirit of friendship,  

respecting diversity within the  

community, and promoting Gospel 

values to be the best of their ability.  

Students participate in the celebration  

of Mass with students from St. Charles 

Borromeo Catholic School and Bishop 

Moore Catholic High School. Morning 

Star Catholic also has an Adaptive  

Religion Program, 

which includes 

weekly lessons  

along with  

adaptive programs 

for instruction of  

sacramental  

preparation.



MISSION
Morning Star Catholic School, founded in Catholic tradition, is committed to 
providing each student with special needs the opportunity to discover their 
gifts and achieve their personal best as children of God.

GOAL
The ultimate goal of our organization is to make sure each student 
can reach his or her potential and become an integral part of their 
community.  We accomplish this by providing each child with special needs 
a more energized outlook on a life filled with possibilities. We work to inspire 
students to focus beyond limitations, embrace their potential, and encourage  
individual responsibility, in order to eventually enable our students to function 
more independently and become active and effective participants in today’s 
world.

HISTORY
Morning Star Catholic School is truly a remarkable place that has a 
rich history of serving God’s children with special needs. Believing that 
every child should have the opportunity to learn, former Archbishop Joseph 
P. Hurley tasked the Sisters of St. Joseph of St. Augustine to pioneer five 
Morning Star schools - these became Florida’s first schools for children with 
intellectual disabilities. Under the direction of Sister Elizabeth Marie Stoup, 
Morning Star Catholic School was officially established in the College Park 
neighborhood of Orlando in 1960. 

On opening day, six students attended Morning Star Catholic. Today, there are 
seventy students enrolled.  Since inception, more than 2,000 students 
have passed through our doors, all better prepared to face the  
monumental challenges of the world upon graduation. No child has 
ever been turned away from Morning Star Catholic because of race,  
religious preference, or an inability to pay.



The purpose of Morning Star Catholic School 
is not only to educate students with special needs 

but to impart God’s love for them.  

930 Leigh Avenue ·  Orlando, FL 32804
www.morningstarorlando.org

 telephone 407.295.3077

 • Morning Star Catholic School is the only Diocesan school for special needs 

 • We are fully accredited by the Florida Catholic Conference

 • 60 years of proven-success with special needs students

 • Low student teacher ratios assure students receive the attention they deserve

 • Parents, students, faculty, staff, and clergy actively participate in a child’s learning

 • Learning environment stresses respect, courtesy, and service to others 

 • Our campus is access-controlled and professionally staffed for safety 

 • Most students qualify for financial assistance through state grant programs

THE MORNING STAR ADVANTAGE


