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UPCOMING 
DATES

 
September is 
Childhood Cancer 
Awareness Month

Friday, 9/3
No School  
Teacher Data Day

Monday, 9/6
No School 
Labor Day

Saturday, 9/11
September 11th
20th Anniversary
 

Tuesday, 9/14
PTO Breakfast 
8:15-9:00am in SLC
 

Friday, 9/17
Dress Down Day for 
Donation to Imprint Hope

Thursday, 9/23
Picture Retakes 
Virtual Open House/
Curriculum Night 

Wednesday, 9/29
Noon Dismissal 
Teacher Inservice
(Aftercare Available)

Morning Star Catholic School 

NEWSLETTER

SEPTEMBER 2021

Morning Star Catholic School, founded in Catholic tradition, is committed to 
providing each student with special needs the opportunity to discover their gifts 
and achieve their personal best as children of God.

MISSION

Back to School

If you are  interested in volunteering or joining the PTO, please make 
sure that you have current fingerprints clearance through the Orlando 
Diocese. If you have not secured one and would like to, please reach 
out to Leah Kessel at 407-295-3077 kessell@morningstarorlando.org.

Don’t miss the PTO Breakfast and Introductory Meeting Tuesday, 9/14 
8:15-9:00am in the Student Life Center.

PTO & VOLUNTEERS
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LEGACY BRICK CAMPAIGN

We invite you to build upon the legacy of 
Morning Star Catholic School.

Legacy Bricks will be used to enhance two 
integral spaces on campus: our Mother Mary 
Statue and Student Entrance.

Bricks can be personalized with a student’s name, 
family name, special anniversary, dedication or 
remembrance, and/or a message.

Contact Erin Kelly at:
kellye@morningstarorlando.org

to secure your brick today! 

With the help of our mascot Comet, 
we excitedly (and safely) welcomed our 
students back to school. 

COMET SIGHTINGS BIRTHDAYS

August
8/7 Ethan A.
8/12 Lindsey B.
8/17 Will O.
8/17 Mrs. Leah Kessel
8/24 Mrs. Kelly Hunt
8/24 Mrs. Frances Simpson
8/30 Ms. Anna Frahm
8/31 Liam B.

September
9/6 Chiara B.
9/6 Mr. Cyril Burnaosky ("Mr. B")
9/9 Jean Paul F.
9/9 Bryan R.
9/15 Jeffrey S.
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 PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
We are off to a great start to the 2021-2022 school year.  The students have adjusted well to 
being back in school. I was lucky enough to have the opportunity to visit each of the classrooms 
over the past few weeks and am so impressed at how well the students are behaving and how 
engaged and excited they are to be back with their friends and teachers.

 The first few weeks have been primarily focused on assessing the students and getting everyone 
back into the routine of doing "school" again.   We are all so happy to have our students back on 
campus and in person!  It is just great to see their faces and smiles. 

Dr. Alicia Abbey

LIFE SKILLS SCHOOL STORE

I'd like to thank everyone for their support and help as we are working 
through this current surge of COVID cases.  We greatly appreciate your 
help in monitoring your child’s health daily and keeping them home when 
they aren't feeling well.  

Please remember to notify me if your child or a household 
member tests positive for COVID-19.  

It is imperative that we know, so we can act in a timely manner and prevent 
any spread within the school.  We have been very blessed so far, and 
together I know we will get through this. May God continue to bless our 
school community with good health and safety.

Comet 
Backpacks 
available  

$20

Can be purchased in the 
Main Office with Mrs. Leah Kessel

September’s Skills
- Fit 5 Basketball
- Personal Hygiene
- Kitchen Safety
- Road Safety 
- Job Sites (for High School)



407.295.3077  I  www.morningstarorlando.org

MSC NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 2021

MSC’S CHARITY OF CHOICE

Dress Down for 
Imprint Hope on 
Friday 9/17!

For more information on our Charity of Choice
visit ImprintHope.com

PRAYER INTENTIONS

To submit a prayer request email Dr. Alicia Abbey

Let us pray together 
as a school community for

• Frances Wesley
• Cesar Sanchez 
• Nanin Sanchez
• David Almand
• All those suffering from COVID
• All those who were lost in 9-11
• All children fighting or those who 

have fought against cancer

Repose of the Soul:

• Martha Quinones (Mr. Gabe's Mother)

• Elizabeth Bradley Chesser (Mrs. 
Wendrick's Grandmother)

• Christopher Gibbons (Ms. Francine's 
Cousin)

DISTINGUISHED EDUCATOR

Congratulations to Mrs. Leanne 
Wendrick for receiving the 
Distinguished Educator Award at our 
Diocesan Educator Kick Off Day! Thank 
you for your dedication and for all your 
hard work! 

SAVE THE DATE

February 11, 2022
Loews Sapphire Falls Resort

Universal Orlando
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We are continuing to work closely with the Diocese of Orlando Office of Catholic Schools in 
planning for this school year with regard to COVID.  The most current information regarding 
COVID protocols is included below and located on our website www.morningstarorlando.org.

COVID PROTOCOLS

MSC follows 
Orange County 
Public Schools in 
the decision to 
close due to 
inclement weather.  

Meaning, if OCPS 
closes, we will 
close the same day, 
no exceptions.  
MSC however, may 
NOT follow 
Orange County 
Public Schools for 
school re-opening 
following a 
hurricane or other 
weather related 
emergencies.

After an 
assessment of our 
property, our 
administration will 
determine when 
re-opening is 
possible. This could 
be before or after 
OCPS opens their 
schools. 

In the event we 
close school due 
to a weather 
related emergency, 
our scheduled 
hurricane make-
up days are 2/11 
and 2/18.

WEATHER 
EMERGENCIES

Diocese of Orlando 
Updated:  t  

• Stay home and contact your healthcare provider.

• If currently in quarantine due to a recent close contact exposure to COVID-19, obtain a diagnostic PCR or rapid antigen
COVID-19 test from a COVID-19 testing center or healthcare provider.   Stay home awaiting test results.

• If the medical diagnosis is something other than COVID-19, (e.g. stomach virus, ear infection, sinus infection) follow the
normal school illness policies and return to school when symptoms improve.

What if I am positive for COVID-19? 

In the event a school has a positive case of COVID-19, the school community and those individuals exposed will be notified as soon 
as possible. The school will consult with the Diocese of Orlando and the local health department for guidance and directives. The 

nature of the circumstance will determine a school's response.  Each situation is unique and will be addressed accordingly.

           e  at  

COVID-19 Reference Guide

What is considered a close contact exposure to COVID-19?
• A close contact is defined as being within -6  feet of a positive COVID-19 person for 15 cumulative minutes

in a 24 hour period regardless of if a is mask worn by either person.

• The day of exposure is determined from last contact with the positive person during the time upon which
the person is considered contagious.  If the positive person lives in the home, each time there is close
contact with the positive person, the quarantine time starts over.

• A close contact student must quarantine for 10 days and monitor for symptoms.

• Quarantine can be shortened further by obtaining a negative COVID-19 test (PCR or rapid antigen) 4 days after exposure 
from a COVID-19 testing center or healthcare provider and can return to school as soon as results received.*

• Quarantine is NOT required for those who are fully vaccinated or tested positive for COVID-19 within the past 90 days.  

What if I have COVID-19 like symptoms?

• If Asymptomatic, stay home and isolate from others for 10 days since the positive PCR or rapid antigen COVID-19 test from
a COVID-19 testing center or healthcare provider.

• If Symptomatic, stay home and isolate from others for 10 days since the onset of the first symptom.  Remain home until
fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medication and symptom improvement.

• The school will coordinate with the local health department to determine a safe return date to school.

• A copy of the original positive test, a medical doctor's note, or letter from the health department indicating safe return
date is required to return to school.

What if I have been exposed to someone ith COVID-19 and but do not have any symptoms?
To reduce the time a student is away from in-person learning, schools can choose to follow the guidance from the CDC, 
state, and local health departments and implement the below options to shorten quarantine when exposed.   
Regardless of which option chosen, a student will wear a mask for the full 10 day quarantine time when around others.

*Documentation of a COVID-19 test must include:  name of person tested, date tested, type of test, and name of clinical entity
issuing the results (e.g. CVS, health department, medical facility, healthcare provider or COVID-19 testing site).  The local
health department does not recognize a home test result or antibody test result as verification of presence of COVID-19 or
record of past infection.
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