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    The United States Council of Catholic 

Bishops will observe Religious Freedom 
Week June 22-29. 
   The theme for this year is “Life and Dig-
nity for All.” As the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization approaches, the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops is espe-
cially mindful of the debates around our 
country about abortion. The Catholic 
Church plays a crucial role in bearing wit-
ness to the gospel of life and serving all 
who will be affected by these discussions 
and their outcomes. 
   Domestically, a major area of concern 
continues to be freedom for Catholic insti-
tutions, such as schools, hospitals, and 
child welfare service providers, to carry out 
their missions with integrity. Protecting 
Catholic adoption and foster care will be-
come even more vital, as we take new steps 
in building a culture of life and dignity for 
all in the United States. 
   In the state of S.D., Catholic adoptions 
are handled by Catholic Social Services of 
Rapid City, which is a member of Catholic 
Charities USA in Alexandria, Va. Locally, 
Kelli Whartman is the department head 
for Trinity Pregnancy and Adoption which 
covers both the Rapid City and Sioux 
Falls Dioceses. She works with expectant 
parents and couples seeking adoption. Her 
work must comply with state, federal and 
international adoption laws. 
   Catholic charities in some parts of the 
nation have had to discontinue adoption 
services for not allowing same sex couples 
to adopt or provide foster care for children. 
In S.D., “we have a law that Jim Kinyon 
(executive director for CSS) worked on a 

few years ago that states, ‘we can operate 
within our sincerely held religious beliefs.’ 
It protects us from cases like that,’” she 
said. 
   Last year the Supreme Court ruled in 
favor of Catholic Social Services Philadel-
phia, saying that it is within their constitu-
tional rights to have stipulations on their 
program. 

  On June 17, 2021, CCUSA issued the 
following statement in response to the Su-
preme Court’s unanimous ruling in favor 
of religious freedom in the Fulton v. City 
of Philadelphia case. “Catholic Charities 
USA welcomes the court’s ruling today to 
protect Catholic Social Services of Phila-
delphia’s ability to serve people in need in 
a manner consistent with the Church’s 
faith and values.” 
   Whartman added, “The field of social 
work tends to be very liberal, but we need 
to hold space for conservative social 
workers and conservative agencies. We 
need to think about what our clients 
want.”  
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children and youth. 
These teams are 
made up of seminar-
ians and college-age 
youth who give their 
time to bring the 
love and joy of Jesus 
to the parishes of our 
diocese.    

 Please pray for 
the success of our 
Eucharistic Revival, 
our summer camps 
for youth, and for 
Vocations as you 
enjoy a beautiful 
western South Dakota 
summer.  

+Bishop Peter  

Bishop Peter 
M. Muhich 
Diocese of  
Rapid City 

Exemplum  
Dedi Vobis  

‘I have given you  
an example’
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(Editor’s note: This was written before 
June 19) 

As we enter the summer months, I 
want to invite you again to join me for the 
opening of the Eucharistic Revival in our 
diocese on the Feast of Corpus Christi, 
Sunday, June 19.  

I will be celebrating a special Mass at  
3 p.m. that will lead into a Eucharistic 
procession from the Cathedral down 5th 
Street through the downtown area to  
Memorial Park. There we will have bene-
diction, followed by a free picnic spon-
sored by our Rapid City area Knights of 
Columbus Councils.   

 With this special Mass and Eucharistic 
procession, we will be witnessing to Our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the great mystery of 
the Eucharist, letting everyone who sees us 
know that we cherish the Lord’s Real 
Presence! What we will do here in western 
South Dakota will be taking place in  
cathedral cities throughout the United 
States as we begin a three-year revival with 
Masses, processions, Holy Hours, and  
Eucharistic Assemblies in our dioceses 
and parishes culminating, in a National 

Eucharistic Congress in Indianapolis,  
Indiana, in July of 2024.  

Please pray that God will help us re-
awaken a deep appreciation for the Eu-
charist as the source and summit of our 
Catholic life, proclaiming that the Lord is 
indeed with us on our pilgrimage through 
life in this deep and abiding mystery.  

We will also hold our Totus Tuus 
summer camps for both girls and boys in 
June and July. These are great opportuni-
ties for our youth to pray and interact with 
women religious, seminarians and priests 
and consider how God is calling them to 
serve him. These camps are a lot of fun 
and incorporate great times of prayer, ado-
ration, and Mass.  

Our Duc in Altum teams will be visiting 
parishes across the diocese again this 
summer, leading parish-based retreats for 

Eucharistic Revival, summer camps, and vocations

The Diocese of Rapid City launched the National Eucharis-
tic Revival on June 19, the feast of Corpus Christi. A pro-
cession of 500 people  coming from all parts of the diocese 

walked down 5th St., from the cathedral to Memorial Park. 
Visit our website to see video and photos from the event . 
(Photo by Jacques Daniel)

(Photo by Becky Berreth)
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Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City, 
held its third annual cleanup day June 11. 
Fifty-five volunteers showed up that Sat-
urday morning to help with moving rocks, 
pruning back dead bushes, landscaping on 
the Stations of the Cross path, cleaning, 
painting, and carpet laying. 

According to Fr. Tim Hoag, pastor of 
the parish, the event is important for 
maintenance, but it has other benefits. “It 
builds community and helps people take 
ownership of the parish. It also makes 
them feel like they belong,” he said.  

Dianne Altman, a participant, said she 
worked on making a new space for the 
statue of Mary. It currently sits up on the 
hill above the church overlooking  
Canyon Lake. The new space is at ground 

Fr. Ed Vanorny is giddy about his new 
raised garden beds. He’s already eating 
freshly dug up carrots and he doesn’t think 
snap peas will ever make it inside the  
rectory. “When the pea pods are ready, I’m 
going to pick them and eat them, I’m not 
going to bother to cook them,” he said. 

Those familiar with the Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Rapid City 
know the building has a small island of 
grass around its base, surrounded by a sea 
of concrete and asphalt, with no room for 
gardening. In July 2020 Father Vanorny 
moved back to the cathedral after a post-
retirement assignment of five years serving 
in Buffalo and the surrounding parishes. “I 
finally reached the age of 75 and officially 
retired,” he said. 

He may be retired, but he says daily 
Mass for the Benedictine Sisters at St. 
Martin Monastery, fills in celebrating  
cathedral Masses, and steps in for Bishop 
Peter Muhich occasionally filming the 
weekly television Mass. In his free time, he 
likes to play cards during the week. 

He asked the cathedral pastor if he 
could put some garden beds behind the 
rectory garage — there was no objection. 
He has a small square of pavement that 
will not hinder the construction workers 
building a new parish hall. Knights of  
Columbus Council 1489-member, Bill 
Grode and his wife Jean, volunteered to 
build the raised gardens, set them up and 
fill them with soil. 

Father Vanorny has planted cherry to-

matoes, carrots, peas, and potatoes. “Next 
year I’m going to add another garden bed 
and grow sweet corn. People around the 
cathedral know I can eat sweet corn on the 
cob. I love it, love it, love it,” he said. 

“The deer found my garden and started 
eating my tomatoes and peas. So, I bought 
a little fence and now they are not bother-
ing it at all — it’s wonderful,” he added. 
There is a small ceramic bunny in one  
garden bed, and he has a hunch which 
prankster put it there. 

He comes from a family with nine chil-
dren and their mother taught them to gar-
den. “All of us gardened — there were 
acres and acres of gardens. Mom canned 
and froze a lot of stuff,” he said. During 
his active years, Father Vanorny had gar-
dens at some of his parishes including  
Presho and Buffalo. 

Will any of the vegetables make it to 
the table? “I like potatoes — especially 
fried,” he said. He also loves Harvard 
beets, and he plans to learn how to make 
pickled beets. 

 
Harvard Beets Recipe  

¾ cup white sugar, 4 teaspoons cornstarch, 

⅓ cup white vinegar, ⅓ cup water, 2 cans 
sliced beets — drained (he will use fresh 
beets), 3 tablespoons butter, ¼ teaspoon 
salt, ¼ teaspoon pepper.  

Combine sugar, cornstarch, vinegar, 
and water in a saucepan. Bring to a boil 
and cook for 5 minutes. Add beets to the 
liquid, and simmer for 30 minutes over 
low heat. Stir in butter, salt, and pepper, 
and remove from the heat. Serve warm or 
chilled. 

Fr. Ed’s veggie garden

level behind the church and will allow eas-
ier access to the statue. “It’s getting beat up 
and it has been vandalized in the past,” 
Altman explained, as part of the reason for 
a new site.  

At the front of the church, a duck has 
had nests in the flower boxes for the past 
three years. It got agitated when the build-
ing was being power washed. “She tried 
that broken wing thing to lead us away 
from the nest. Finally, someone got a three 
foot-step ladder and some cardboard and 
put it over the nest, then she settled 
down,” she said.  

Altman added this year they had some 
new faces including young families. When 
it comes to volunteers, “There is always 
room for more,” she said. 

Fr. Ed Vanorny crunching on a carrot. (Photo by Laurie Hallstrom)

Sprucing up Blessed Sacrament Church

(Trail photo by Laurie Hallstrom)
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   “Churches are complicated, but they are 
also amazing layers of meaning, the invita-
tion to walk into your heavenly future. It’s 
what I call architectural theology,” said Dr. 
Denis McNamara at a lecture on the 
“Bible and Church Architecture.” He is an 
associate professor and Executive Director 
of the Center for Beauty and Culture at 
Benedictine College, Atchison, Kansas. 

After two days of addressing diocesan 
priests as their keynote speaker for the 
Annual Clergy Convocation at Terra 
Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City, he 
gave a public address tying church sym-
bolism to scripture passages. According to 
him churches do not need to return to the 
ornate 1950s or the boring beige walls of 
the late 20th century. His power point 
presentation showed historic influences, 
successes and epic fails attempting to  
incorporate modern art and Bible refer-
ences. 

 “The idea is, it is an apprenticeship for 
heaven,” he said, describing walking into a 
church. In keeping with tradition, McNa-
mara said ideally it should touch all five 
senses: sounds – songs joined with saints 
and angels praising God; sights — col-
umns like trees reaching up to the cosmos 
and stained-glass windows resembling 

sparkling jewels in heaven; the smell of  
fresh flowers and incense rising; the touch 
of clean orderly surfaces; and the taste of 
the Eucharist. 

“We call a thing beautiful when it  
exhibits a clear revelation of its ontological 
reality,” he said. Ontological is the reality 
of existence known in the mind of God. 

McNamara, drawing on the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, said churches 
should represent heaven and earth com-
pletely restored with divine life. Or put 
another way, they are a sign of God and 
man reconciled. McNamara called a 
church building an image of the body of 
Christ where the sanctuary is heaven, and 
the altar is Christ offering himself. 

 In the Old Testament, McNamera said 
the Jewish people had two buildings for 
worship — a synagogue and a temple. The 
synagogue is a consecrated place to be 
used exclusively for prayer. It holds an 
empty chair, a seat for Moses and his 
power. He commented that Catholics 
have a similar chair, the cathedra, or 
bishop’s seat of power. Synagogues are 
oriented toward Jerusalem and have a 
reader’s platform from which we derived 
the ambo. The Torah is kept in a special 
niche, the Holy of Holies. 

Temples held thousands of animal sac-
rifices described in detail in 1st Kings and 

Chronicles. McNamara asked the au-
dience to “imagine the noise, blood and 
smells.” The original temple built by Solo-
mon, son of David, was destroyed by King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. The temple 
built by King Herod had Roman in-
fluences meeting Jewish culture. Intimi-
dating columns were three stories high. 
The inner room had images of a new  
Garden of Eden or a new earth. The Holy 
of Holies was a cube shaped room with 
images of heaven, and it contained the Ark 
of the Covenant. The temple had stones 
weighing 40 tons that were hand cut by 
consecrated priests. In contrast, the great 
pyramids in Egypt have stones that are 11 
tons each. 

He said, “The temple is a place outside 
of time related to the perfection of the 
world, victory over chaos, a place of cosmic 
symbolism, and a microcosm of creation.” 

McNamara said in Catholic worship 
we combine the two buildings hearing 
both the Liturgy of the Word and joining 
the Sacrifice of the Eucharist. He has 
written several books including “Catholic 
Church Architecture and the Spirit of the 
Liturgy,” that could help parish building or 
remodeling committee members create the 
intersection of heaven and earth. 

Church architecture should be the intersection of heaven and earth

Dr. Denis M cNam ara at the M ay 24 lecture on the “Bible and 
Church Architecture.” He signed a copy of his book for Teresa W itte 

and her son, John Paul W itte. He was the keynote speaker for the 
annual clergy convocation. (Photo by Jacques Daniel)
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