
 13485 Spring Hill Drive |  Spring Hill, FL 34609  |  (352) 688-0663  |  
 sjoa-office@tampabay.rr.com 

PARISH OFFICE 
HOURS 

Monday-Thursday  
9:00 AM-4:00 PM 
closed for lunch  

12-1:00 PM 
 

MASSES TIMES 
Saturday: 4:00 PM 

Sunday Masses: 
8:00 AM in English 
9:30 AM in Spanish 
11:00 AM in English 

 
 

DAILY MASS 
9:00 AM  

Monday-Saturday 
 

MISSION 
The Mission of St. 

Joan of Arc Parish is 
to put Jesus first in our 

lives by seeking to 
know Him in   

Scripture, 
Encountering 

 Him in Prayer,  
Celebrating His 

Presence among us  
in praise and worship 
and uniting with one 

another in loving   
service.  
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FATHER PAT 
     In last weeks’ Gospel Jesus tells us that we must be prepared for His second coming. We are called to be alert, to 
watch and be watchful. We need to be on guard and actively on the lookout for Jesus. Jesus describes the attitude we 
should have during this time between Jesus’ resurrection and His second coming. We need to be ready for His     
return. We have to live each day as if it was our last. 
We do not know when Jesus will come back. Jesus could come tonight, next week, next month, next year, next      

decade, next century, next millennium. We should not be waiting passively for this homecoming. We are entrusted with God’s 
work. We should use the gifts God gave us at our Baptism and Confirmation. We have to give an account of ourselves when Jesus 
returns. Did we make Jesus the center of our lives by worshiping Him every Sunday, praying to Him daily? Did we reach out to 
the least of our brothers and sisters? 
     This is what the season of Advent is about. We not only prepare for Jesus’ birthday, we also prepare for Jesus’ return to this 
world.   During this season, we can remember those people who are not as fortunate as we. Did we give to the Tree of Life or the 
Giving Tree?  Did we also prepare spiritually by going to the Sacrament of Reconciliation or attend an Advent retreat? On       
December 9th, we are having a day of reflection on “What is purgatory?” Are we able to attend a daily Mass during this time of 
year? Have we spent extra time in front of the tabernacle thanking the Lord for sending us His Son? These are the many different 
ways we can strive to get closer to the Lord during this Advent Season. 
     Being ready for the Season of Advent, reminds me of something that happened to a boy named Tommy. Tommy used to visit a 
close friend Steve almost every day. Whenever Tommy went to the house, he would see Steve’s grandmother on the front porch 
reading the bible. Tommy’s curiosity got the best of him, so he said to Steve, every time I come to your place, I see that your 
grandmother is on the front porch reading the bible. Why is she doing that? Steve responded, “She is studying for her finals”.  
     That is what Advent is about. Like the grandmother, we need to take time to study, wait and anticipate. We do this by prepar-
ing for the Christmas Season. We must remember that we are not in the Christmas Season yet, even though the stores and the sec-
ular world want us to believe we have been in the Christmas Season since Labor Day. The Christmas Season does not begin until 
the evening of December 24th and continues for 3 Sundays.  As we take time during this hectic season to stop, look and wait, as we 
prepare not only for the birth of Our Savior, but the glorious time of His return, we can give thanks for all the many gifts and 
blessings the Lord has given us throughout the year. Hopefully, during this season we never take our Lord for granted.  Now, I 
would like to end with a quote from St. Mother    Teresa: “Each one has a mission to fulfill, a mission of love. At the hour of death 
when we come face-to-face with God, we are going to be judged on love; not how much we have done, but how much love we 
have put into the doing.”  

DEACON JOSE 
     Parte del pasaje que escuchamos en la primera lectura es lo que Marcos escoge para comenzar su         
Evangelio, al cual él se refiere como el “Evangelio de Jesús, Mesías, Hijo de Dios” (Marcos 1, 1). Esto      
resulta revelador. Su meta al escribir este relato, el primer Evangelio que se escribiera, es establecer que el 
hombre Jesús era primeramente el Mesías (Cristo en griego), pero más importante aún es que es el Hijo de 
Dios. Por lo tanto, tiene sentido que él comience con una cita de Isaías y Malaquías, e identificando a Juan el 
Bautista como el mensajero que preparó el camino del Mesías. Inmediatamente después de este pasaje         
Marcos describe el bautismo de Jesús durante el cual se escucha la voz de Dios, que dice: “Tú eres mi Hijo 

amado; yo tengo en ti mis complacencias” (Marcos 1, 11). Sin embargo, tal como Marcos luego revela, ambas aseveraciones 
son rechazadas por la mayoría de la gente y puestas en duda aun por sus mismos discípulos. Nosotros, sus discípulos de  
ahora, también podemos tener nuestras dudas.  
     Tal vez nuestro cometido este Adviento sea quitar todos los obstáculos que pueden llevarnos a dudar, y así preparar   
nuestro corazón para el Señor. Tal vez las colinas que obstaculizan nuestra fe sea un narcisismo que nos hace creer          
autosuficientes. Tal vez el valle que necesite elevarse sea una desesperanza que nos hace sentir abandonados por Dios. Tal 
vez el terreno escabroso sea una culpabilidad apabullante que nos hace sentir indignos del perdón. Tal vez enderezar el    
camino sea tan sencillo como abrir nuestro corazón a la posibilidad de que Dios tiene una respuesta para todas nuestras   
dudas. Tal vez el poder, el consuelo y el perdón de Dios, que proclamaron tanto Isaías como Juan, anden buscando un     
camino despejado para llegar a nuestro encuentro.  
     Juan el Bautista bautizó con agua, un don bien preciado para alguien como Juan que había surgido del desierto. Pero   
desde el bautismo de Jesús, el Espíritu Santo también ha venido en nuestro bautismo a fin de traernos la vida y darnos el 
sustento para nuestra sed espiritual. Que podamos darnos cuenta del don vivificador que hemos recibido en el Bautismo. 
Que podamos encontrar en el Espíritu Santo el poder que necesitamos para superar los obstáculos que pudieran estropear 
nuestro gozo.  
 
Pregunta de la Semana  
¿Cuál es obstáculo más difícil que enfrento al preparar un camino para la venida de Cristo a mi corazón de una manera    
diferente esta Navidad? ¿Cómo pudiera quitar ese obstáculo?  
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STEWARDSHIP DONATIONS FOR NOVEMBER 19  
 

Try tithing 10% for three months  
and see how God blesses your life. 

Attendance:  744 
Sunday Offertory:$5794.60           Thanksgiving: $1210.00 

November Online Giving:  $4846.84 

PLEASE CONSIDER 
 ONLINE GIVING 

Our parish is grateful for your continued   
support at this time. Go to our   website: 

www.StJoanofarcfl.com and click on   
Online Giving.  Thank you. 

Altar Flowers were donated by Thomas and Cecilia Spence 

in memory of  

Dr. V. Michael McKenzie  

                     in appreciation for honoring our Veterans. 
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NYLON AMERICAN FLAGS ON SALE IN THE PARISH OFFICE! 
These flags are manufactured by Annin and are the same flags that are raised  

and flown over the US Capital. These flags are the finest quality and fade resistant. 
3’x5’  $20.00—- 4’ x 6’ $25—- (Checks only please) Offered in the Parish Office for the  

Knights of Columbus,   Fourth Degree Assembly 3603 

 

 The Saint Vincent de Paul Society of St Joan of Arc Parish helps the poor with their monetary 
needs.   Frequently, that can mean paying a light bill, a water bill or assisting with housing.  The 
Society depends in part on the generosity of parishioners to assist in meeting the needs of the poor. 
Presently our requests are close to exceeding the monies available for assistance. There is a box 
with envelopes at the West entrance to the church.  Please consider a monetary donation. The poor 
of our area need our support especially during this Holiday Season. 

CRS Emergency Response to Crisis in the Holy Land  
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) has been serving families in the Holy Land since 
1961, and they are currently responding to the needs of those individuals and 
families in Gaza who have been displaced since the October 7th attack on Israel 
and subsequent retaliatory strikes on Gaza.  For more information on how CRS is 
serving our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land, and for details on how to do-
nate to the CRS relief efforts to them: support.crs.org/donate/holy-land-conflict, 
or 1-877-HELP-CRS or send check to:  Catholic Relief Services, Holy Land Re-
sponse—P.O. Box 5200, Harlan, IA 51593-0700 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL TREE OF LIGHTS 
     Jesus Christ, the King of Kings, entered this world in all humility by being born in a stable. A choir 
of angels sang the Gloria to the shepherds and proclaimed the first news of this wondrous event. We 
will celebrate His birth with our annual Tree of Lights for all of the 12 days of Christmas.  
     We are asking you to participate in this celebration by making a donation to the Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society of Saint Joan of Arc Parish. All proceeds will go to assist the needy in our community. To 
symbolize your gift we will add your angels to our tree of lights. Representatives will be in the church 
before and after all Masses to take your donation.  God Bless You All! 
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A Reminder that Christmas Gifts should be brought to the Church Library 
 instead of putting them under the tree.  

Bring gifts no later then Tuesday,  December 12th.   
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

CHRISTMAS ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS 
 

Remember your loved ones, those who are with us and those who have gone home to our Lord, 
with a Christmas Altar Flower Donation.  Your  envelopes will be on our Altar through           

December 25th and your loved ones will be prayed for at every Mass.  Your loved ones’ names 
will be in our mid-January bulletin. Envelopes are on the Welcome Desk beginning today. 

 
ST. JOAN OF ARC COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 

      ANNUAL ADVENT PARTY FUNDRAISER 
 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 14, 2023 
 

DOORS OPEN 11 AM – LUNCH AT NOON 
 

MEATLESS LASAGNA AND MEATBALLS  
SALAD AND ROLLS  

 HOMEMADE COOKIES FOR DESSERT 
 

$15.00 PER PERSON  
SHARE THE WEALTH, RAFFLES AND A SURPRISE CHRISTMAS ACTIVITY 

Posada is translated as a hotel or inn.  It is a celebratory re-enactment of Mary and 
Joseph's search for a lodging.  
La Posada is an important Spanish tradition during the holidays–complete with prayer, 
music, and food. 

POSADA de NAVIDAD – 23 de diciembre 2023 
La Parroquia Santa Juana de Arco les invita a celebrar nuestra 3ra Posada Bilingüe la 
noche del SABADO,  23 de diciembre de 2023, a las 6pm, en el Salón (Hall).  
Acompáñanos a celebrar con Oraciones y Música.  
Únanse en esta rica tradición cultural y experimenten personalmente la manera en la cual la cultura hispana       
celebra la Navidad a través de la música, comida y alegrías.  Finalizará con una pequeña actividad social. 
 
Here at St. Joan of Arc Church we will celebrate our 3nd annual BILINGUAL POSADA, 
a 1 night celebration, on DECEMBER 23RD at 6pm in the Hall.  
Come ready to celebrate with us through PRAYER AND MUSIC. Join in this rich cultural tradition and            
experience firsthand the way in which Spanish cultures celebrate Christmas with music, food, and merriment.      
A light social will follow. Offered by the Hispanic Apostolate Posada Committee. 



If you would like to donate to Fr. John Boshobora’s ministry in Uganda, 
please write checks to: 
 

American Friends of the Father Bash Foundation, Inc.  
(or abbreviate AFFBF, Inc.) 

6525 Pine Meadows Drive - Spring Hill, FL 34606  
 

Fr. Bosh uses these funds to support over 20,000 orphans in Uganda.. 

Ignatian Spirituality Group   
"Please join us at Ignatian Spirituality 
group.  We meet every 2nd,3rd and 4th 
Thursday at 6:00pm in the Deacon Lee 
Library.  The Gospel for the following   
Sunday is read and the scriptures        
significance and personal interpreta-
tion is  reviewed in a group discussion 
as well as how these readings impact 
our Spiritual growth. Do not miss this 
opportunity to spend time learning 
about the teachings of our Lord as well 
as improving our personal relationship 
with Jesus." 

Christmas Invitation Campaign 
 

 As part of the Diocesan-wide Parish Growth Initiative and Eucharistic Revival, the Diocese of St.            
Petersburg is extending a special effort to invite all in the five counties of the Diocese to Mass this Advent 
and Christmas. We will be placing digital and vinyl billboard ads on eight stands on major highways   
throughout the Diocese, including at least one in each of our five counties.  
 These billboards will be seen an average of 1,677,582 times weekly or 6,750,088 times over a         
four-week period. The campaign runs from November 27th through December 24th. The ad directs people to 
visit:  MyCatholicMass.org where they can find a list of parishes and Mass Times. We will also be inviting 
people to Mass on Spirit FM 90.5 and via ads on Facebook and Instagram.  
 Anything you can do to promote this invitation as St. Joan of Arc parishioner (Christmas letter, email,   
Instagram, Facebook, phone call, etc will greatly reinforce the   effort and will bear much fruit to spread the 
Good News!  

From the Office of Bishop Parkes 
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TO ALL CHILDREN WHO HAVE ATTENDED FIRST AND ARE CURRENTLY IN  
SECOND GRADE IN A CATHOLIC SCHOOL!!!!  All children must receive Sacramental 
Preparation through their parish Sacramental Preparation Program.  You must pre-register for our  
Spring Semester Program by January 8th to receive First Reconciliation and First Communion in 
the Spring. Classes begin on January 10th for Sacramental Preparation. NO EXCEPTIONS! 



SATURDAY DECEMBER 9 
9:00 AM  †  Martin Gormley  
   req by his Loving Family 
 
4:00 PM  †  Ramona Galliano req by Marco 
 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 10 
8:00 AM  †  Isabel Campo req by loving daughter 
   Linda 
 
9:30 AM   †   Mariana Quijije  
   req by her Loving Family 
 
11:00 AM    For our Parish Community 
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 11 
9:00 AM  †  Mark Waggoner req by TJ and Janet 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12 
9:00 AM  †  Thomas Hopkins req by Jim and Teresa  
 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 13 
9:00 AM  †  Roger Catalan req by Miranda Family  

THURSDAY DECEMBER 14 
9:00 AM    †  John and Marilyn Daly req by Eleanor 
 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 15 
9:00 AM   †   Orlina Hicks req by Ma 
 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 16 
9:00 AM  †  Fred Holman req by loving wife, Sue 
 
4:00 PM    For Our Parish Community 
 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 17 
8:00 AM  †  Joanne Zamorski req by Dan 
 
9:30 AM   †   Ana Dilia Mendoza de Ruiz  
  req by Theresa Rojas 
 
11:00 AM  †  Francis and Helen Collins  
  req by Loving Family 
  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 10, 2023 
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 (8)/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19/ 
Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab/Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

MASS INTENTIONS 
JOIN IN PRAYER-DAILY ROSARY IN THE CHURCH 

BEGINNING AT 8:25 AM—MON-FRI 

OBSERVANCES WEEK OF DECEMBER 10, 2023 
Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Monday: St. Damasus I, Pope 
Tuesday: Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas 
Wednesday: St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
Thursday: St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church 

Adult Ed—Thursdays  1:00PM 
RCIA—Sunday 9:00AM 

Rosary Making - every Wednesday 9:30 AM 
Estudio de la Biblia los lunes a las 6:00PM 

Legionarias de María cada miércoles 9:30AM 
Adoración los juesves 9:45AM 
Adoration Thursdays at 6:00PM 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

Choir Practice 5:30PM 
4th Degree Knights 2nd Tuesday  2:00PM 

Knights of Columbus Board 2nd Thursdays 2:00PM 
Knights of Columbus Meeting  2nd Thursdays 7:00PM 

Prayer Group in English every Thursday 6PM 
Youth Group—every Wednesday 6:30-8:00PM 

St. Vincent de Paul 2nd Monday 9:30AM 
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PARISH STAFF  

Pastor         Rev. Patrick Rebel 
Asst. Priests:   ......................................................... Rev. Edward Reiter 
 Rev. Michael Kouts 
 Rev. Dennis Kaelin 
 
Deacons: .................................................................... Deacon Jose Cruz 
 ................................................................................ Deacon Tom Casey 
Deacon Jose Cruz 
Pastoral Consultant ...................................................... Mark McGovern 
  
Business Manager ........................................................... Melinda Pataki 
Director of Faith Formation ..................................... Mary Jo Waggoner 

FFofficesjoa@gmail.com 
Director of Junior High and Youth Ministry ............... Nancy Lovelock                     
 ................................................................ Sjoa-youth@tampabay.rr.com 
Director of Music.............................................................. Joyce Thorpe   
                                                                         Sjoaorganist@gmail.com 

 

SACRAMENTS 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 10:00 am-11:00 am or by appointment. 
 

BAPTISM FOR CHILDREN 
Please call the Parish Office to pre-register. (352) 688-0663.   
Workshop is 3rd Tuesday of the Month at 6pm. 
 

MATRIMONY  If you are contemplating marriage at St. Joan   
of Arc Church, please be mindful that there is a  six month, 
prior Notice Request, required. 
 
 

PARISH INFORMATION 
 

OFFICE EMAIL 
Sjoa-office@tampabay.rr.com 
 

BULLETIN EMAIL  sjoa-bulletin@tampabay.rr.com 
 

FAITH FORMATION & YOUTH MINISTRY 
FFofficesjoa@gmail.com & Sjoa-youth@tampabay.rr.com 
 

RCIA/RCIC 
Rite Initiation into the Catholic Faith 
 

“IN HIS FOOTSTEPS” SOUP & SANDWICH LUNCH 
Served in our Parish Family Hall the 4th Thursday of each 
month from Noon-2:00 pm &  on 2nd Thursdays lunches are 
delivered to our  homebound.  
 

MARY & MARTHA’S GIFT SHOP 
SjoaGiftShop@gmail.com 
Saturday……………………………………...3:30 pm-5:30 pm 
Sunday……………………………………….7:00 am-12:30 pm 
Wednesdays………………………………….9:30 am-10:30 am 
Closed during all Masses. 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
(352) 556-3670 
 

NOTRE DAME CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
(352) 683-0755  
www.ndcsfl.org 


