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THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
The people standing, the Celebrant chants 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Words: C. Coffin (1676-1749) tr. Charles W. Douglas (1867-1944), after John Chandler (1806-1876); alt. 
Music: melody from Mucicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690. Harm. William Henry Monk(1823-1889). Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #A-738046 . All rights reserved. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN  

The Celebrant says 
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. 
The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than 
these.” Mark 12:29-31 
 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The following is sung, all standing or kneeling. 

KYRIE   Schubert/Proulx 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our 
salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the  
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.  
 
THE LESSONS 
The people sit. 
 

FIRST READING              Malachi 3:1-4 
 

Reader A Reading from the prophet Malachi. 

 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will sud-
denly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, 
says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
   For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he 
will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in 
the days of old and as in former years. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

Copyright©1985, GIA Publications. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738046 . All rights reserved.  



5 

 

THE PSALM Canticle 16: The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus Deus 
   

Remain seated. 
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
 he has come to his people and set them free. 
 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
 born of the house of his servant David. 
 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, * 
 from the hands of all who hate us.  
 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
 and to remember his holy covenant. 
 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
 

Free to worship him without fear, * 
 holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 
 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
 by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 

In the tender compassion of our God * 
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
SECOND LESSON Philippians 1:3-11 
 

Reader A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians.    
 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for 
all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that 
the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is 
right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in 
God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For 
God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, 
that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine 
what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL HYMN Comfort, Comfort Ye My People Psalm 42 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THE GOSPEL    Luke 3:1-6 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of Our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came 
to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan,  
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, 

Words: Johann G. Olearius (1611-1684); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878). , alt.  
Music: melody Claude Goudimel (1514-1572).  Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738046 . All rights reserved. 
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"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 
Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON Mother Mindy Valentine Davis 

 
THE NICENE CREED 
Said in unison. 

We believe in one God,  
      the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again  
       in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 



8 

 

  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
All remain standing. 
Leader I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to  
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. Prepare your hearts for his arrival, praying,  
“Fill the valleys, make low the hills;  
 come, great Redeemer, come.” 
 

Merciful God, increase our love to overflowing. Make your Church pure and blameless that we may 
greet with joy the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Silence 
Fill the valleys, make low the hills;  
 Come, great Redeemer, come. 
 

Merciful God, we long for the light of hope to break into our world, to shine on those who dwell in 
darkness and the shadow of death, to guide us into the way of peace. Silence 
Fill the valleys, make low the hills;  
 Come, great Redeemer, come. 
 

Merciful God, give us grace to heed the warnings of those calling us to be better stewards of your  
creation. We thank you for all you have made, especially those things that sustain and better our lives.  
Silence 
Fill the valleys, make low the hills;  
 Come, great Redeemer, come. 
 

Merciful God, you lead us with joy; you delight in our joy. You clothe us in beauty. We give you thanks 
for your tender care. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence 
Fill the valleys, make low the hills;  
 Come, great Redeemer, come. 
 

Merciful God, you remember your children. You do not leave us in sorrow or affliction. Crown your 
children with glory; clothe them with righteousness. The congregation is invited to add their petitions,  
followed by silence 
Fill the valleys, make low the hills;  
 Come, great Redeemer, come. 
 

Merciful God, you have raised up for us salvation through your Son. Keep us, with all your saints, in 
the eternal life of Christ. Silence 
Fill the valleys, make low the hills;  
 Come, great Redeemer, come. 
 

CONCLUDING COLLECT 
Celebrant Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the  
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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THE PEACE 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.     Psalm 50:14 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  (Sung by the choir) Glory, Glory Hallelujah 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

SURSUM CORDA 

The People stand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

   Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

   Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS 
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The Celebrant continues 

The People stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and  
Father of all. 

   He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 

   On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

   After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

   Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this  
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

   All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever... 

 
 
 

Music: Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738046 . 
All rights reserved.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
 

People and Celebrant 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

A period of silence is kept 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
 
 

AGNUS DEI   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The Bread is given to communicants with these words: 
The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face  Nyack   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting: From Deutsche Messe; Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937). 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738046 . All rights reserved. 

Words: Horatio Bonar (1808-1889) 
Music: Warren Swenson (b. 1937) Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738046 . All rights reserved. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

ADVENT BLESSING 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify 
you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 
 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in 
hope, and constant in love. Amen. 
 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with un-
ending life. Amen 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you forever. Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Officiant Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
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Our worship has concluded. Your Service Begins. 

Our worship has concluded. Your Service Begins. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  Prepare The Way, O Zion  Bereden väg för Herran  

   

Words: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr. Composite; adapt. Charles P.  Price.  
Music: melody from Then Senska Pslamboken, 1697. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738046 . All rights 
reserved. 



PRAYERS 
Parishioner Cycle of prayer:  Bill and Joleen Cannon 

Ministry Rotation of Prayer: Food Pantry 

Happy Birthday: Aimee Hanyzewski and Brad Morgan 

Happy Anniversary: Scott and Judy Fernhaber 

For those who are sick: Kitty, Bob, Jerry, Jack, Gary, Vickie, Joleen, Christine, Charlie, Cynthia, 

Kristin, Duane 
 

ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK 

TODAY, Sunday, December 5 

11:15 AM Treasure Box Decorating for Children 

 
 

Monday, December 6—Friday, December 10 

8:00 AM—Morning Prayer in the Gathering Room 
 

Tuesday, December 7—Ecumenical Advent Study 

11:00 AM—In-Person Study at St. Peter’s 
6:30 PM—Zoom Study 

 

Sunday, December 12 
10:00 AM Sunday In-Person Eucharist and Virtual Service 
             5:00 PM Evening Prayer Premieres on YouTube   

 

 

· ADVENT STUDY— ON Tuesdays for 4 weeks, there is an Ecumenical Advent Study using the 

book “Light of the World: A Beginner’s Guide to Advent“. The Study is offered both in-person and on 

Zoom. See above for times and place.  You can join us any week.  
 

· FOOD PANTRY—Mondays and Thursdays 3—5:30 in December. Please contact Laurie  

McHenry if you are able to help out at any time. 

· PLEDGE CARDS—You should receive pledge cards this week. Please return them as soon as  

possible. Thank you in advance for being generous of your time, talent, and treasure. 


