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THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN On Jordan’s Bank, The Baptist’s Cry Birmingham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OPENING ACLAMATION 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749) tr. Charles Winfred Douglasd (1867-1944), after John Chandler (1807-1876);alt.  
Music: Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-buch, 1690; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889). 
All  rights reserved. Streamed, Podcast and Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738046 
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COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

KYRIE   Hackett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered 
by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen  
 

 

 THE LESSONS 

The people sit. 
 

FIRST READING     Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11 
 

Reader A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners; 

Setting: Kevin Hackett, (b. 1956), Johann Krueger(1596-1662) 
Streamed, reprinted and podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738046 . All rights reserved.  
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to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God;  
to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. 

For I the LORD love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
CANTICLE 15 THE SONG OF MARY Luke 1:46-55  Magnificat  
Remain seated 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 



5 

 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.. 

SECOND LESSON 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Reader:  A Reading from Paul’s first  letter to the Thessalonians. 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test  
everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 
   May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 
sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he 
will do this. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia Arr. By Shawn Werner 
 
 

                  
 

 
 
THE GOSPEL    John 1:6-8,19-28 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. 
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    This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
“Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, 
“No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you 
say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way 
of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, 
“Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John an-
swered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON Louise Austin 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
Said in unison. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
All remain standing. 
 

Deacon or other leader 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the 
Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius  
   Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
   

On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the  
           Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living 
   and the dead, 
    and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 
of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped  
   and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic  
   Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this city, Fort Atkinson, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and 
for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O  Lord, by thy grace. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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In the communion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Peter, and of all the saints, let us commend  
ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 

Silence. 

Celebrant Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may 
obtain effectually, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.     Psalm 50:14 
 
OFFERTORY HYM Blessed Be The God Of Israel Thornbury 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A 
THE SUSUM CORDA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words: Michael A. Perry (b. 1942), alt; para of  The Song of Zechariah 
Music: Thornbury, Basil Harwood (1859-1949) All  rights reserved. Streamed, Podcast and Reprinted with permission under ONE LI-
CENSE #A-738046 
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Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and 
to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to 
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS 
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The People stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and  
Father of all. 

   He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect  
sacrifice for the whole world. 

   On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

   After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

Setting: From  Deutche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (born 1937) 
Streamed, Podcast and Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738046 . All rights reserved.  
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The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

   Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this  
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
A period of silence is kept 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.   
 
 
 
 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM  Schubert/Proulx  
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 

on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words  
 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]  

 
 
COMMUNION ANTHEM Coventry Carol (Arr. By Colin Allison) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting from Deutchsche Messe, Franz Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (1937-2010). Reprinted with permission  
under ONE LICENSE #A-738046 . All rights reserved.   
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
Celebrant and People 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

ADVENT BLESSING 

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, sanctify 
you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen. 
 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in 
hope, and constant in love. Amen. 
 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with  
unending life. Amen 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you forever. Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Officiant Let us go forth in the name of Christ  
People Thanks be to God.  

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  O Zion Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling  Tidings
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Words: Mary Ann Thomson (1834-1923), alt.  Music: Tidings, James Walch (1837-1901) 
 Streamed, Podcast and reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738046 . All rights reserved.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Blood Pressure Screenings will be held today from 7:30 AM through Coffee Hour Fellowship. 

Christmas Flower envelopes will be available through today as bulletin inserts. If you’d like to 

have your flower gift memorial noted in the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins, we 

need to receive your donation by this Tuesday, December 19. 

Louise Austin is being ordained as a Deacon on January 6! There is a sign-up sheet if you’d like 

to pay to be taken by bus from St. Peter’s; there is a $24 charge for the bus. Please bring money 

for lunch as well. We are also collecting donations for Louise’s ordination gift. If you’d like to 

participate in giving, please write a check with “Ordination Gift” in the memo line or place in 

an envelope marked ordination. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

December 24 at 10:00 AM—Advent IV Service 

December 24 at 8:00 PM—Christmas Eve Service 

December 25 at 10:00 AM—Christmas Day Service 

 

 

 

ACTIVITIES 

Monday, December 18 - Friday, December 22 
 8:00 AM Morning Prayer 

 
 

Wednesday, December 20 
  12:00 PM  Midweek Eucharist 
 12:45 PM Men’s Lunch Group 
                

 

Sunday, December 24 
 8:00 AM Morning Prayer 
 8:30 AM Bible Study 
     10:00 AM Holy Eucharist (Advent IV) 
 11:10 AM Coffee Hour/Fellowship 
   Host:  
 11:15 AM  Sunday School 

   8:00 PM Christmas Eve Service 

PRAYERS 

Parishioner Cycle of Prayer:  Angel Terry 

Ministry Rotation Of Prayer:  Food Pantry 

Happy Birthday: Connie Day 

Happy Anniversary: Milo & Joan Jones 
 

For those who are sick: Jerry, Jack, Vickie,  

Charlie, Cynthia, Kristin, Steve, Deborah, Obi, 

Young, Jennifer, Gary, Lisa, Bill, Matt, Scott, 

Bev, John, Sally, Nancy, Cheri, Jory, Joan, Dedi, 

Melody, David, Don, Georgia, Nicole, Mary, 

Joyce, Jim, Jessica, Wendel, Martin, Bruce, Lyn, 

Lois, Tammy, Angelika, Kathy. 


