
 

St. Roch Church 

May the doors of our hearts be open  

to welcome the Light of the World 
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Saturday, December 24, 2016  ~  The Vigil of Christmas 
      4:00 PM  For All the People of St. Roch’s Parish 
     Midnight  For Peace on Earth 
Sunday, December 25, 2016  ~  The Nativity of the Lord 
   10:00 AM  For the welfare of children worldwide
Monday, December 26, 2016  
      8:30 AM  Mary Powers Rock by her daughter 
Tuesday, December 27, 2016  
      8:30 AM  No Mass 
 Wednesday, December 28, 2016 
      8:30 AM  No Mass 
 Thursday, December 29, 2016   
      8:30 AM  Hazel Quaiel by daughter-in-law Barbara Quaiel 
Friday, December 30, 2016   
      830 AM  Anthony Particiauone by Terry & Ed Renaud 
Saturday, December 31, 2016  
      4:00 PM  Richard Bejune, Sr. by Maurita Choiniere 
Sunday, January 1, 2017 
     8:30 AM  Daniel Sullivan by Beverly & John Bacon 
   11:00 AM  Manuel Tavares by daughter Connie Voas

Sunday, December 25 
Is 52:7-10 
Heb 1:1-6 
Jn 1:1-18 
Monday, December 26 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 
Mt 10:17-22 
Tuesday, December 27 
1 Jn 1:1-4 
Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Wednesday, December 28 

Thursday, December 29 
1 Jn 2:3-11 
Lk 2:22-35 
Friday, December 30 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
Saturday, December 31 
1 Jn 2:18-21 
Jn 1:1-18 
Sunday, January 1 
Num 6:22-27 
Gal 4:4-7 
Lk 2:16-21 

Scripture Readings 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

334 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540 
 

Rectory Office  ………………………………(508) 987-8987 
Fax  ……………………………...…………. (508) 987-8938 
Religious Education Office………………….(508) 987-2382 
 
 
 
 

Pastor            Rev. Michael J. Roy 
Deacon      Rev. Mr. Paul Connolly 
Director of Religious Education  Mrs. Terry Ann Renaud 
Administrative Assistant  (M-TH 9-4)     Mrs. Teri Rawson 
Email: strochrectory@gmail.com 
Director of Music                         Ms. Anna Pizzolato 
St. Vincent de Paul Society.……….. Arlene  (508) 987-2813 

 

Cemetery ………………..Contact rectory at (508) 987-8987 
 
 
 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday: 4:00 PM  
Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

Monday, Wednesday,  
Thursday, Friday 8:30 AM 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Confessions:   3:00 PM Saturday 
or anytime on request. 

Office Hours:    Monday thru 
Thursday 8:30-4 

Pastoral Care:   All the time 
 
 

WEBSITE:  strochoxford.com 
 
EMAILS: NOTE UPDATES!! 
 Teri Rawson—Rectory Office: strochrectory@gmail.com 
 Terry Renaud—Rel. Ed. Office: strochoxford@gmail.com 

 

December 17 &18 
 
 

     Offertory Envelopes (142)         $3,666.00 
     Loose Money                     290.00 
     Other sources of income                           685.00 
     Total                                                       4,641.00     
     Weekly  Goal                           5,582.00 
     Result                    Thank you!                 -      941.00    

 

AMERICAN CHOP SUEY 
may be dropped off in the church kitchen on 
Monday, January 10th before 3:00 PM. 

Altar Server Classes to Begin 
 

 Next month when the children 
return from the Christmas break in early 
January between the Sunday Masses 
there will be a series of instruction for 
new altar servers. Any boy or girl from 
the third grade and above is eligible. 

Deacon Paul Connolly will be giving these instructions. 

CHRISTMAS CARD WRITING  
PROJECT 

 We would like to thank all who participat-
ed in our annual Christmas Card Writing 
Project which took place in the rectory Sun-
day, December 11th following all Masses. 

118 Christmas cards were sent out to our homebound and 
those who lost a loved one this past year. Your sharing of 
the Christmas spirit has brought much joy to others. 
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  My dear parishioners, 
 
  This past week I’ve had a hint of what it must be like to live in a Third World  
 country. You see on Thursday the 15th I pulled into the driveway to see a large red firetruck 
 parked next to the rectory. At first I thought it must be something for the children at Christmas. But no, they 
 were responding to a problem with our furnace! I’m writing to you on Monday the 19th and a new furnace is 
 being installed and should be operational by the 22nd. No heat, no running water, the week before Christmas! 
 Give me a break.  
 
  If I stop and reflect a bit I become aware of how inconvenient and humble were the circumstances that  
 Mary & Joseph had to endure that night of our Savior’s birth. Nothing can ruin Christmas. One year when I  
     was pastor at St. Mary’s in Milford and I put all the poinsettias in the unheated basement and found  
         the plants drooping and ugly, I was told by a holy elderly lady who came by to help decorate, 
   “If the locked doors of Bethlehem and the likes of King Herod didn’t ruin the first Christmas,  
           nothing ever will.” 
 
     The unquenchable joy of Jesus’ Nativity is ever to be discovered anew in our 
    deep conviction that He is Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.”  
           He comes with cross and He comes with crown, what is important is not  
                                                                 the manner of His coming, but that it is He who comes.” 
    
                                   In this truth let us rejoice now and always! 

             

             Fr. Roy 

            Christmas 2016 
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,     
 

Each year Christmas brings us a joy that is ever new, ever profound and always inspiring. 
 

In his Apostolic Letter ending the Year of Mercy, Pope Francis spoke of the "desire for closeness to Christ."  At 
Christmas we feel that closeness. God's Son has come to us.  He came as one of us. He came out of love so that the 
distance between God and humanity created by sin might be overcome. 
 

In the midst of all the duties and demands of this busy time, our longing souls sense the sacredness of the season. 
The birth of Jesus Christ begins God’s reconciliation with the world. In the unity of God made man we glimpse 
signs of the longed for unity and peace of all creation--- angels speak to men, God's glory surrounds shepherds and a 
star leads the Magi.  Led by their longings, all come to the Christ Child before whom they bow down and worship, 
united in their joy. 
 

Pope Francis also observed that our desire for closeness to Christ must draw us nearer to one another.  I pray that as 
you gather this Christmas with family and friends at Mass and in your homes, the renewed realization of God’s love 
and desire for closeness with each one of us will unite us more closely to one another.  Christ is God’s greatest gift 
to us.  He who took on human flesh and rested in a manger desires to dwell in our souls that we might all share in 
His glory forever.  
 

May your worship and prayer bring a renewed sense of wonder at God’s love. May that wonder bear the fruit of 
greater unity and love in our lives, families, Church and world in this joyful season and throughout the New Year. 
  

     With every prayerful best wish for a Blessed and Merry Christmas,  
     I remain Sincerely yours in Christ, 
  

     Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, Bishop of Worcester  
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The St. Vincent de Paul Society would like to 
express their thanks to all those who donated 
boots during the November Boot Drive. Thanks 
to your generosity 22 pairs of boots were donated 
to the Oxford Community Go Round! 

 

 
 

  Kathy Perry, Owen  Benway,  
  Irene Richardson, Jane Lewicke, 

Anthony Nguyen, Andrew Rivers, Raymond Joseph, Al Sinkis, 
Barbara Swenson, Chloe Barbara Jones, Craig Ladd, Ruth An-
drzejczyk, Fr. Robert Kelley, James Butler Jr., Roseanne Ferlito, 
Carol Violette, John & Bev Makowski, Dale Mahota, Maddy 
Desrosier, Phyllis Day, John Hickman, John Barton, Stephen 
Rice, Timothy Bowes, Ed Carpenter, Cindy Flores, Liz Iandolli, 
Anita Prunier, Roger St. George, Charlene White, Al Gallant, 
James Sumerlin, Bob St. George,  Julie Guertin, Jerry Coffey. 
Francis DeSimone, Robert & Beverly Burns, Judy Rodier, 
Dawn Hoeg, Sean Bushey, Richard Fleming, Noelle Silverstein,  
Edward Wissell, Eric Lambert, Paul Murphy, Sheila Faneuff, 
Doug Cadarette, Shannon Bernard, and James Cadarette. 

Thank you to the Robbins  
Family of Robbins Garden  
Center for providing the six ever-
greens in front of our church. They 
even went the extra mile in setting 

them up and decorating them with lights!! 

Help with Snow Removal Needed 
 

If anyone is willing to help with shovel-
ing & snow-blowing  this winter we 
would be most appreciative. Please let us 
know in the office if this is something 
that you are able to volunteer for— 
 508-987-8987. Thank you! 

334 CLUB WINNERS — Week 3 

 

       # 248    William Hashey 
       # 497    Robert Richard 
       # 318    Rose Wing 
       # 463    Roland Malboeuf 
          CONGRATULATIONS !!! 

 

         New members welcome!  
                          Flyers are available in the church.  

 

Light of the World Retreat  
Our follow-up meetings of those who 
made the most recent retreat were 
filled with enthusiasm. Ask someone 
with the cross about them. Please 

note that the next retreat has already been scheduled for 
March 24-25-26-27. Please plan ahead and mark your  
calendar now. Sign up with Fr. Roy. 

 

ST. ROCH CEMETERY  
 

Vigil candles must be removed for the winter. 
Flower baskets may now be placed for the  

upcoming holidays. 

    SOUP DINNER 
 

On Saturday, January 28 
at 5:00 pm join us at St. 
Roch Church Hall, for  
a cozy evening of our 
favorite comfort foods 
with friends!  

Tickets are available for sale at the entrances to the 
church before and after weekend Masses beginning    
January 8.  

All you can eat. $8 per person includes bowl to sample & 
savor the many varieties of soups, bread, dessert and 
coffee. A cash bar will also be available. 

And when our tummies are satisfied… 
Super bowl weekend, Saturday and 
Sunday, February 4th and 5th after 
the Masses children and youth will 
be at the doors of the church with soup 
pots collecting for those, who are in 
most need, right here in Oxford. All 
donations will be given to the St. Vin-
cent de Paul committee who will use 

the funds as best needed. 

 

Candle Stand 
 

We are so very 
pleased with the 
new candle stand 
that is now placed 
in front of the stat-
ue of the Blessed 
Mother. We are 
even more pleased 
with the number 
of people who 

bring forward their personal intentions and light candles 
each day. So many parishioners have commented that 
they have waited for this for years. Though we ordered it 
at the time we began our church renovations, we will be 
making payments for the next year and a half as this was 
not an item that was to be paid for out of the renovation 
campaign. The question has been asked if it can be a  
memorial gift to the parish in memory of a loved one. 
The answer is yes. Because the cost is significant, if five 
or six families would like to contribute $1,000 or more in 
this manner, we would be happy to put a brass memorial 
plague on the stand. Please call Teri in the rectory if this 
interests you—508-987-8987. 
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Wishes got filled, Santa 
brought presents and made chil-
dren smile and you can contin-
ue to make the kids smile as 
they learn about the Lord. 
 
 

A few things are still needed, and you can help…  
paper towels, white or colored copy paper and card stock, 
small and large poster boards, bottled water, black expo 
markers & cleaner, disinfectant wipes.  
 
The Confirmation and high school 
youth would like to fund raise for 
their retreat, help with pancake 
breakfasts or other ideas to raise funds 
will help.  
 

 
We still have rooms in need of painting 
and rugs that need shampoo in the parish 
center.  
Can you be part of the team?  
1/2 hour monthly will help.  

The Real Meaning of Christmas (author unknown) 
One week before Christmas, a well-known visitor made a 
surprise appearance… I had just finished the household 
chores and was preparing for bed when a noise startled me. I 
cautiously opened the door to the front room. To my amaze-
ment, Santa Claus stepped from behind the Christmas tree! 
He placed one finger over his mouth so I would not cry out. 
“What are you doing here?” I exclaimed. Then I realized that 
Santa had tears in his eyes. His usual jolly manner was gone. 
The eager, boisterous soul we all know was quite sad.  
Santa offered these simple words, “TEACH THE CHIL-
DREN!” I was puzzled—what did he mean? Anticipating 
my question, with one quick movement he brought forth a 
great bag from behind the tree. I stood there, bewildered. 
Santa explained, “Teach the children! Teach them the old 
meaning of Christmas. So many people today have forgotten 
what Christmas is really about!” Santa then reached into his 
bag, pulled out a tiny FIR TREE, and placed it on the mantle. 
“Teach the children that the stately fir tree remains green all 
year round, showing the everlasting hope of mankind. The 
needles point heavenward, making it a symbol of our prayers 
that always reach God.” Santa again reached into his sack 
and pulled out a brilliant STAR. “Teach the children that the 
Bethlehem star was the sign of promises long ago. God 
promised to send a Savior to deliver the world. The bright 
star pointed to the fulfillment of that promise—God’s only 
Son had been born!” Next, Santa pulled a CANDLE from his 
bag. “Teach the children that the candle symbolizes that Je-
sus, God’s Son, is the light of the world. When we see this 
light, we remember the One who overcomes the darkness.” 
Once again Santa reached into his sack. This time he re-
moved a WREATH and placed it on the tree. “Teach the 
children that the wreath reveals the endless nature of God’s 
love. Real love never ceases. Nothing can stop God’s amaz-
ing love.” Santa then pulled from his bag an ornament of 
HIMSELF. “Teach the children that Santa Claus symbolizes 
the generosity and good will we show to others because God 
has given us His very special Son. Don’t forget to tell the 
children that Saint Nicolas was not part of the first Christmas 
in Bethlehem.” Santa then reached into his sack and carefully 
placed a CANDY CANE on the tree. “Teach the children 
that the candy cane represents the shepherd’s staff. The 
crook on the staff rescues sheep who have strayed from the 
flock. God never gives up on people who wander from Him.” 
Next, He removed a delicate ANGEL and lifted it to the very 
top of the tree. “Teach the children that angels shouted the 
glorious news of the Savior’s birth. These heavenly messen-
gers sang ‘Glory to God in the highest! Peace and good will 
to everyone on earth!’” Finally, Santa pulled out a beautiful-
ly wrapped GIFT. He said, “Teach the children that God 
deeply loves people, so He gave them His most precious gift, 
Jesus, His only Son. When the wise men ar r ived in Beth-
lehem, they bowed before the Child and presented gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. This is why we give gifts to 
others each Christmas.” Then Santa paused. He stared at the 
tree and seemed to be pleased. I saw that the twinkle had 
returned to his eyes. He slowly turned, looked at me, and 
smiled. Santa offered these final words, “Remember to teach 
the children the true meaning of Christmas. Please don’t put 
me in the center, for I am but a humble servant. Jesus Christ 
is the real reason for the Christmas season. I am glad to join 
all others who bow down and worship Him, our Lord and 
God.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E-mail address for all parish center contacts is  
strochoxford@gmail.com,  

and for the rectory, strochrectory@gmail.com. 
 
 

DECEMBER 2016  
24  Vigil-The Nativity of the Lord 4:00 mass  

Everyone is welcome, join the cast & chorus.  
25  The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day)  
Religious Ed Office Closed until January 3

rd 

 

 

JANUARY 2017  
8 K-12 Classes 9:40-10:50 AM  

Confirmation 6:30-8 PM 
15 K-1, 3-12 Classes 9:40-10:50 AM  

First Reconciliation 2:00 PM 
Confirmation 6:30-8 PM 

16 Martin Luther King Rel Ed Office closed 
22, 29 K-12 Classes 9:40-10:50 AM  

Confirmation 6:30-8 PM 
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  THE ECUMENICAL FOOD SHELF  
 

The Ecumenical Food Shelf needs food  
for this very long winter. Please consider 
dropping off any non-perishable foods in 
the bins inside the church near the front 
doors.  Paper and plastic grocery bags are 
also needed. Thank you! 

Supplying the Wine for Mass 
 

John Tagg, who serves the daily Mass, has 
for some time been organizing donors willing 
to give $20 every couple of months to pay for 
the sacramental wine that is used during the 

Eucharistic celebration of the Mass. Anyone who would 
like to become a Vintner for the Lord is asked to call the 
rectory at 508-987-8987.  

 

Bible Study 
 

Wednesday morning Bible Study 
in the Parish Center 9:30 AM.  

All are welcome. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
COUNCIL #4241 

Meeting every first Tuesday of the month 
beginning with a Mass at 6:00 pm at St.      
Ann’s. Then we retire to the church hall 
to begin K of C Council Meeting at 6:45 

pm. Lots of things happening! If you are in need of some-
thing, please call a brother Knight. We are always look-
ing for new men who are interested in joining!  
You may contact us by email to: kofcoxfordmass.org 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel  
17 E. Main St, Webster  

 

The Chapel is in need of scheduled adorers 
for the following hours: Sun 12-1 pm, 2-3 
pm, 5-6 pm, Tues 2-3 am, Thurs 10-11 
am, 4-5 pm, Fri 8-9 am, Sat 3-4 pm. 
 

We are also in need of substitutes, those willing to cover 
an hour for someone who is sick, has an appointment or 
for whatever reason they cannot make their hour with  
Jesus. Please consider being placed on our substitute call 
list. 

 

Coffee and Fellowship 
 

Parishioners prepare coffee and fellowship 
every Sunday after Mass. Drop by the 
church hall, where parish family gathers to 
share a laugh and some sweet moments.  
A free-will offering helps pay for coffee and donuts. 
As long as we can cover the cost this way, there will be 
no charge. Thank you for your donations! 
 

Thank you to our families who dedicate themselves to 
this wonderful ministry!  

     We extend our Sincere  
Appreciation to Paradis Funeral 
Home and Webster Five Cents 
Savings Bank for their generous 

donation of Religious Art Calendars for the parish. These 
calendars will be available on the front and back pews of 
the church later this month. Please take one home for ref-
erence during the coming year. 

 

 
 

 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

 

The best gift you’ll ever give to each other and your mar-
riage! For info call Ralph & Jane Becker 1-800-710-
WWME or visit www.wwmeMA.org 

Can You Cook A Batch of  
AmericanChop Suey? 

 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is looking 
for people to help out by making a pot of 
American Chop Suey.  
 

This cooking involves a very simple recipe. Brown 1 
pound of hamburger. Drain. Add 1 jar of spaghetti 
sauce. Cook 1 box of elbow macaroni. Mix all together 
and place in a gallon zip lock bag. 
 

This cooking is done to help out Rachel’s Table (an or-
ganization that feeds those less fortunate). We ask that 
anyone who would like to participate to follow this recipe 
and place it in the refrigerator in the church hall on the 
first Monday of each month.  
 

We also invite anyone who would like to join the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society to join us in the parish hall on the 
first Monday of each month at 7:00 PM. Thank you in 
advance for your continued support! 

Ministry  - As a parish family we are truly blessed 

by the work of each member. We are Called to be Church and 
to respond as did our Mother Mary. “Do Whatever He tells 
you.” Are you the one who is called to be an altar server? 

A greeter or usher? A reader? A catechist or aide? 
 

Answer today “I will be the one!” 
 

Call the rectory office at 508-987-8987. 

We have a significant need for Greeters at the 11:00 
Sunday Mass. Would you like to answer that call? 
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