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St. Francis of Assisi 

Novena 
 

 

Story of the Franciscan Crown 

The story of the Rosary of the Seven Joys of the Blessed Virgin dates back to the early 15th century. 
A pious young man named James had been accustomed to adorning a beautiful statue of Mary with 
a crown of flowers, which he had picked and woven himself. He later entered the Franciscan Order, 
but either because of a lack of time or permission, he was no longer able to continue this devotion. 
Distraught because of this, he decided to abandon the religious life and return to the world. 

Our Lady then appeared to him and convinced him not to leave the order. She told him that he 
should not be downcast because he was no longer permitted to adorn her statue, for she would 
teach him a way to give her honor which was much more pleasing and meritorious. Instead of a 
crown of flowers, which quickly wither, he was to weave a crown of prayers, and these prayers 
could be offered at any moment. She then taught him the Rosary of the Seven Joys, adding that 
these prayers would not only form a more acceptable crown, but they would also yield 
innumerable graces for himself and others. 

This simple but beautiful devotion of praying the Crown of the Seven Joys of the Blessed Virgin 
soon spread over the entire Franciscan Order and was officially established in 1422. 

How to Pray the Crown Rosary  
The Franciscan Crown Rosary begins quite simply by stating the first Mystery and then praying one 
Our Father and ten Hail Mary while meditating upon it. This same procedure is then followed for 
the other six Mysteries. Even though it is common practice nowadays to add the Glory Be at the 
end of each decade, and even the Fatima Prayer, these are not required. It is customary to finish by 
adding two Hail Mary in honor of the 72 years that Our Lady is said to have lived on earth, and one 
Our Father and Hail Mary for the intentions of the Pope. 
 
 
SONG: "Prayer of St. Francis” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxTCYQbUUNk 
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OPENING PRAYER                                                                                                                                               

+In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

Holy Saint Francis, through your kind intercession we seek holiness above all things. We seek the 
faith, hope and love that allowed you to joyfully renounce the pleasures of earthly life and to 
radically follow our Lord Jesus Christ. 

First Joy: The Annunciation (Luke 1:26-33): 
 
     The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a virgin named Mary.  The angel said to her: "Rejoice, O 
highly favored daughter!  The Lord is with you.  Blessed are you among women.  You have found 
favor with God.  You shall conceive and bear a son and give him the name 'Jesus'" And Mary said: "I 
am the servant of the Lord.  Let it be done to me as you say." 
 
Reverently, pray an Our Father and Ten Hail Mary while thinking on this. 
 
Response Prayer:  
     Almighty Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, you have revealed the beauty of your power by exalting 
the lowly virgin of Nazareth and making her the mother of our Savior.  May the prayers of this 
woman bring Jesus to the waiting world and fill the void of completion with the presence of her 
child, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Second Joy: The Visitation (Luke 1:39-47): 
 
     Mary set out, proceeding in haste to a town of Judah.  She entered Zechariah's house and 
greeted Elizabeth.  Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and cried out: "Blest are you among 
women and blest is the fruit of your womb.  Blest is she who trusted that the Lord's words to her 
would be fulfilled."  Then Mary said: "My being proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit 
finds joy in God my Savior". 
 
Reverently, pray an Our Father and Ten Hail Mary while thinking on this. 
 
Response Prayer: 
     Eternal Father, you inspired the Virgin Mary, mother of your Son, to visit Elizabeth and assist her 
in her need.  Keep us open to the working of your Spirit, and with Mary may we praise you forever.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 
Third Joy: The Nativity (Luke 2:4-7): 
 
     Joseph went from the town of Nazareth to Bethlehem to register with Mary who was with child.  
While they were there she gave birth to her first-born son, wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger. 
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Reverently, pray an Our Father and Ten Hail Mary while thinking on this. 
 
Response Prayer: 
     Father, source of light in every age, the virgin conceived and bore your Son who is called 
Wonderful God, Prince of Peace.  May her prayer, the gift of a mother's love, be your people's joy 
through all ages. 
 
SONG: "Laudate, Laudate Dominum" MI # 553 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41gigcgbRnY) 
 
Fourth Joy: The Adoration of the Magi (Matt 2:9-11): 
 
     After their audience with King Herod, the Magi set out.  The star which they had observed at its 
rising went ahead of them until it came to a standstill over the place where the child was.  On 
entering the house, they found the child with Mary his mother.  They prostrated themselves and 
did him homage.  Then they opened their coffers and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
Reverently, pray an Our Father and Ten Hail Mary while thinking on this. 
        
Response Prayer: 
     Father of light, unchanging God, you revealed your Son to the nations by the guidance of a star.  
Your light is strong; your love is near.  Lead us to your glory in heaven by the light of faith.  We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Fifth Joy: The Finding in the Temple (Luke 2:43-46): 
 
     As Mary and Joseph were returning from Jerusalem at the end of the feast, the child Jesus 
remained behind. Mary and Joseph returned to Jerusalem in search of him. On the third day they 
came upon Jesus in the temple sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions. 
 
Reverently, pray an Our Father and Ten Hail Mary while thinking on this. 
 
Response Prayer: 
     Father in heaven, creator of all, teach us the sanctity of human love, and show us the value of 
family life. Help us to live as the holy family, united in respect and love.  Bring us to the joy and 
peace of your eternal home.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Sixth Joy: The Resurrection (Luke 24:1-6): 
 
     Very early on Sunday morning the women went to the grave carrying the spices they had 
prepared.  They found the stone rolled away from the entrance to the grave, so they went in; but 
they did not find the body of Jesus. Suddenly, two men in bright shining clothes stood by them.  Full 
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of fear, the women bowed down to the ground. The men said: "Why are you looking among the 
dead for the one who is alive?  He is not here; he has been raised." 
 
Reverently, pray an Our Father and Ten Hail Mary while thinking on this. 
 

Response Prayer: 
     God our Father, by raising Christ your Son you conquered the power of death and opened for us 
the way to eternal life.  Raise us up and renew our lives by the Spirit that is within us.  Grant this 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Seventh Joy: The Crowning of Our Lady in Heaven (Rev 12:1; Ps 45:14-15): 
 
     Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman, adorned with the sun.  She was standing on the 
moon with the twelve stars on her head for a crown.  With jewels set in gold, and dressed in 
brocades, the king's daughter is led in to the king. 
 
Reverently, pray an Our Father and Ten Hail Mary while thinking on this. 
 

Response Prayer: 
     All-powerful and ever-living God, you raised Mary, mother of your Son, body, and soul to the 
glory of heaven.  May we see heaven as our final goal and come to share her glory.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SONG: "For All the Saints" MI # 718 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKbuw-urNes) 

After the Seventh Decade, two Hail Mary are added, to make seventy-two in all, the number of Our Lady's years on 
earth, according to tradition.  To this is finally added an Our Father and Hail Mary for church unity and the intentions 
of all the Bishops and our Superiors. After the Litany prayer… you need to add the Daily Novena Prayer. 

LITANY IN HONOUR OF SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us.  Christ, hear us. 
Christ, graciously hear us. 
God the Father of Heaven, 
Have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
Have mercy on us. 
God the Holy Spirit, Have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, One God, Have mercy on us. 
Holy Mary, conceived without sin,  
Pray for us. 
Holy Mary, special patroness of the three 
Orders of Saint Francis,  

Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, seraphic patriarch, 
Pray for us. 
 

Saint Francis, most prudent father, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, despiser of the world, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, model of penance, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, conqueror of vices, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, imitator of the Savior, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, bearer of the marks of Christ, 
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Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, sealed with the character of 
Jesus, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, example of purity, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, image of humility, 
Pray for us. 
 

Saint Francis, abounding in grace, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, reformer of the erring, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, healer of the sick, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, pillar of the Church, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, defender of the Faith, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, champion of Christ, 
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, defender of thy children,  
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, invulnerable shield,  
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, confounder of the heretics,  

Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, converter of the pagans,  
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, supporter of the lame,  
Pray for us. 
 
Saint Francis, raiser of the dead,  
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, healer of the lepers,  
Pray for us. 
Saint Francis, our advocate,  
Pray for us. 
 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the 
world, 
Spare us, O Lord. 
 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the 
world, 
Graciously hear us, O Lord. 
 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the 
world,  
Have mercy on us. 
 

 
V. Pray for us, O blessed father Francis, 
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.  
 
Let Us Pray, 
 
O Lord Jesus Christ, Who, when the world was growing cold, in order to renew in our hearts  
the flame of love,  imprinted the sacred marks of Thy Passion  on the body of our blessed father 
Francis,  mercifully grant that by his merits and prayers  we may persevere in bearing the cross  
and may bring forth fruits worthy of penance,  Thou Who lives and reigns,  world without end. 
Amen. 
 
DAILY NOVENA PRAYER 

 
Day One 
Saint Francis,  
friend of the lowly and poor 
open my eyes to see God 
in all my brothers and sisters. 

Pray for me, Saint Francis, that I too, 
might experience a conversion 
this day and in the days to come. Amen.  
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Day Two 
Saint Francis, you are the Saint of Joy 
because you found the true riches in God's field. 
You are the Saint of Peace 
because you found the true peace, 
that comes from trusting in God. 
Help us, Saint Francis, to find this same joy 
and experience this same peace 
in our hearts and in our lives. Amen.  
 
 
Day Three 
Saint Francis,  
all holiness stems from how we treat 
one another.  
Open my heart and my conscience to see 
the areas I need to change. 
Pray that I may act upon the grace given, 
to respond lovingly and generously. Amen.  
 
Day Four 
Saint Francis,  
I do not often have 
the resolution and firmness of heart 
to pray as much as I should. 
Beg God to give me the grace 
of a prayerful and listening heart. Amen. 
  
Day Five 
Saint Francis,  
help me to listen, 
help me to follow through! 
Help me to just get started 
in the way I think God  
is drawing me. 
You are not calling me 
to do great things 
but to pick up a few rocks, 
a few simple stones, 
and rebuild your church 
right where I am today. Amen. 
 
Day Six 
Saint Francis,  help me to let go 
of the many things 
that are holding me 
back from living a truly free 
and encumbered life. 

Not the responsibilities 
that my state of life require 
work, family, etc., but those interior 
things that hold me down, 
the little puffed up images of self 
that need to be stripped and given up. 
Help me, like Saint Francis 
to be more of a fool in this world 
and to be more lighthearted and joy-filled 
because I am not always protecting 
my image. Amen. 
 
Day Seven 
Saint Francis, help to become 
more committed to living 
my life totally as a  
follower of Jesus Christ. 
Give me the courage and boldness 
to live totally for God each day. 
Make known to me any changes 
I need to do to make this possible. 
Amen. 
 
Day Eight 
Saint Francis, you loved God 
and took Him completely 
at His Word. 
Help me to do that too. Amen. 
 
Day Nine 
Saint Francis, I know there is no 
greater virtue than love 
to draw souls to God. 
Help me to let go of self 
and embrace my brothers and sisters 
with the great love and 
generosity God is asking of me. 
Amen. 
 

FINAL SONG:  
"Prayer of St. Francis" MI # 522 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxTCY
QbUUNk 
 
  “Lord I Lift Your Name on High” Hillsong   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0nn8
QT2-VQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxTCYQbUUNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxTCYQbUUNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0nn8QT2-VQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t0nn8QT2-VQ

