
Domestic Church Arise! 

We believe the most valuable service that we can offer during this time 

is to help families pray with their children at home and so continue to 

assist children and adults live a common religious experience in which 

the religious values of childhood, primarily those values of contemplation 

and enjoyment of God are celebrated.  

Welcome Children’s Faith Formation Families! 
 
We are looking forward to a new season of shared religious experiences with you and your families! 
Here are some of the details of our new beginning this fall. In these uncertain times, please know that 
the health and well-being of our children and families is of the utmost importance to us! We will comply 
as needed with both the MN State and the Archdiocesan guidelines and practices.  We anticipate these 
guidelines will change as health and safety conditions continue to unfold throughout the year. Please 
rest assured, we will adapt accordingly, and keep you informed. 
 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
September – December:  
It has been decided that CGS will begin the year remotely.  We will be gathering with families for 30-40 
minute sessions using Zoom, as our Good Shepherd Catechists guide you and your child(ren) through 
presentations each week.  Extension work will be sent home either by email, or by a scheduled drive-
thru pick up of premade packets, and Prayer Table Kits for those who do not have them yet. You will be 
notified when these packets are ready. The dates of the Parent/Child Orientation are as follows: 

 Sunday, September 27, 10:00 (for the 9:30 registrants) 
 Wednesday, September 30, 5:00 (for the 4:30 registrants)  
 Wednesday, September 30, 7:00 (for the 6:30 registrants)  
 NOTE:  If your family is NEW to Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, please let me know as soon as 

possible.  An additional orientation session will be scheduled with you to share further details 
about CGS and what to expect.  

 
In the coming weeks you can expect several additional emails to help prepare for our sessions together 
as well as further details including a calendar for the year.  
 
Since this is new for all of us, please be free with your feedback – let me know what is working and what 
is a challenge.  We are ready to adapt to best meet the needs of our children and families. Please know 
that we are taking Youth Faith Formation into account as well. We want to provide formation 
opportunities and schedules that work well together! 
 
January – May: (tentative plans only) 
We hope to begin meeting onsite in January. This will be dependent on having a sufficient number of 
catechists as our group sizes will be significantly limited, therefore many more catechists will be needed. 
Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to be a witness of faith to children.  Training and materials 
are furnished for you. Let me know if you want to discuss this further.  Providing we have enough 



volunteers to staff the extra rooms, and taking into account the ever-changing guidelines and health 
climate, we hope to return to onsite formation. We will decide in November as to how we will proceed 
the remainder of the year. Some onsite changes in the planning:  

 only 5-6 children per atrium and 1-2 adults 
 take temperatures as the children arrive 
 hand sanitizer before and after each session 
 the children would not move about the atrium to choose 
 the work would be brought to them 
 after a material is used by a child it is placed on a separate shelving unit for sanitization before 

the next session/use 
 each child would have their own individual supplies such as scissors, pencils, markers, etc. which 

would remain onsite and be wiped down after each session 
 dismissal would likely be drive-thru to pick up your child(ren) 

These  are still in the planning, this is just to give you an idea of things and hopefully provide a measure 
of comfort. 
 
Mass Attendance 
Many of our families are still uneasy with attending Mass. It was very uncomfortable for me at first as 
well.  Our Liturgy team, with direction from the Archdiocese, has made the changes necessary for 
people’s safety, particularly around the distribution of Communion. Pews are roped off to help with 
distancing measures. There are hand sanitization stations in multiple locations for people on their way 
into and out of mass.  Masks are required, and we have some available should anyone forget theirs. The 
maximum number of attendees is 250, which we have yet to reach. That number is significantly less 
than 50% of our capacity.  There is much room between people. If you are hesitant about weekend 
mass, I would suggest you try a Daily Mass first perhaps, if you are able. It is celebrated at 9:00 a.m. 
Monday-Friday. There are generally around 40-50 people in attendance.   
 
This year is incredibly different for all of us. If there is anything you need to bring added reassurance to 
your faith formation experience, please let me know! I am always happy to help and open to 
suggestions.  
Joyfully, 
Cindy 
 


