Journeying with the Magi
The Solemnity of the Epiphany is one of the oldest celebrations of the Church, probably
even older than the celebration of Christmas. It emphasizes that in Jesus all people have been saved
from the ravages of sin. The Old Testament makes it clear that God loves His people. The Epiphany
makes it clear that all who reverence God are His people.
There are three events that the ancient liturgies referred to as epiphanies or manifestations
of the Lord: the homage of the Magi, the Baptism of the Lord, and the changing of water into wine
at Cana. The Eastern and Orthodox Churches combine all three events in one celebration. The
Western, the Roman Catholic Church, separates the events, focusing on the homage of the Magi
during the liturgical celebration of the Epiphany.

We call them Magi, wise men, and kings. Which were they? They were probably all three.
The term Magi refers to Persian priests who could interpret dreams. They were also astronomers and
astrologers, people who sought God’s message to humans in the stars. They were probably Kings
because their arrival in Jerusalem created quite a stir and earned them an audience with Herod. They
may have been leaders of various groups of people or of areas of Persia. We really don’t know. We
do know that they were wise men. A wise man is attuned to the will of God and puts it into action.
We always consider that there are three Magi because they brought three gifts, one from each Magi.
The names Balthasar, Melchior and Gaspar appeared somewhere in tradition.
They sought the newborn King of the Jews. Now this was Herod’s official title, King of the
Jews. So you could see why they thought Herod would know where the baby was. They assumed that
He was a member of the King’s family. We can also understand why Herod was upset. He recognized
the Magi’s understanding of the stars and realized that there must be a threat to his position out there,
somewhere. He was correct. There was someone out there who would be called the King of the Jews.
In fact in this same Gospel, the Gospel of Matthew, this is the title that was put over Jesus’ head when
evil crucified Him.
Regarding the star, the ancients believed that the birth or death of a great person was
accompanied by astral phenomena. Perhaps the star was the confluence of the planets Jupiter and
Saturn that modern day astronomers theorize occurred around that time. Perhaps the star was a comet.
Perhaps it was a supernova. Or, perhaps, it was, as we often like to show, an angel guiding the Magi.
I, myself, prefer that last thought. The way I see it, if the Eternal Son of God, whom the universe
could not contain, took on our human nature and become a baby for us, well, next to that, an angel
becoming a guiding star is a mere sleight of hand.
Finally, the Magi sought to do homage to the newborn king, and did so when they found Him
in the house in Bethlehem. Doing homage means to make an action of submission before a person of
great dignity and authority. A person would bow or prostrate himself. Homage is the proper attitude
of humans before God. We continue this when we enter Church and genuflect before the Blessed
Sacrament, or kneel during the Eucharistic Prayer and after receiving communion.
The Magi sought the newborn King of the Jews to do Him homage. We also seek the Lord.
Why? Why do we seek Him? We seek Him because we want Him to be our king. We want Him to be
the focus of our lives. We are not satisfied with just calling upon Him when we need Him in times of
crisis and challenge. We don’t just call out to Jesus when a loved one is hurting, or has died, or when
we have strife in our family, or when we need help at school or at work. We call out to Him every day
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to be the center of our lives. This takes courage and determination. It
is easy for us to say, “Lord, I need You here in my life, but not there.
I need You in the hospital, but not when I’m thinking about going to
that questionable party.” It is easy for us to ask the Lord to be with us
as we care for a sick person, but not with us when we go with a person
with whom we sin. We know that we can’t just call upon God some of
the time, and ignore Him the rest of the time. We don’t want a God
who will leave us alone so we can join in with the sin of the world. We
want a God who will help us conquer sin, conquer sin in the world and
conquer sin in our lives.
And so, we also, like the Magi, do Him homage. We prostrate
ourselves before God and proclaim with our hearts, with our words,
and with our lives, “You are the Holy One. You are Our God.”
Like the Magi we have undertaken a journey. It is the journey
of our lives. We journey to those places where the Lord is calling us
to give witness to the world that He is the true King of the Universe.
For our young people the places of their journey may include their
schools, their colleges and those locations where they begin their adult
lives. For our parents, the places of their journey may include each
place their children need to go, each stage of their children’s lives. For
our retirees the places of their journey include doctors’ offices and
hospitals, and those places where we can reach out to others finishing
the journeys of their lives. For each of us the places of our journeys
include locations where people don’t usually go to look for God, like
a stable, or a homeless shelter, or a prison or a rehab program.
Our lives are a journey seeking the Presence of the Lord.
We journey with the magi to those Bethlehems where we can find the
Lord. May your journey and my journey be safe, beautiful and full of
the love of God.
Yours in Christ,
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Caritas Ministry
Flowers to be distributed this week
at Advent Health North Pinellas
were donated by Pauline Lessard, in loving memory
of the Lessard and Duchesne families,
wishing them a blessed Epiphany in heaven.

Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.
Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Chuck Dornquast at 345-3338
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Life Teen
Youth Ministries:

Life Teen Nights: Every Sunday our Life

Teen group meets for a night filled with food
and friends. We explore our Faith, Life, and
being the Sons and Daughters of God.
THIS SUNDAY:
Come to our 6 p.m. Life Teen Mass &
join us in the hall at7:30 p.m.!

Other Events:

Come to our Bible Cafés - Every Wednesday in the Youth House from 6-8 p.m.

Rosary Makers
Rosary Makers meet every Monday
morning from 9:30 a.m. - noon in the hall.
All are Welcome to join in.

Rite of Initiation
If you're interested in becoming Catholic,
you are invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m. in the Office of
Evangelization Office in the Life Center.

Bethany Gift Shop
Regular Store Hours Resume January 7th!
Sundays 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Tuesdays 9:45 - 12 p.m.
Check out our First Communion and
Confirmation gift selection.
Faith Formation Classes
resume with the
Tuesday Evening Classes on
January 7th &
Wednesday Evening Classes
on January 8th at 6:30 p.m.

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited on
Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall.
For more info contact
Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Mom’s Morning Out
Wednesdays & Thursdays in
Life Center’s room 8 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.
$10 per visit or 6 for $50.
Ages 1 and walking to 36 months.

Patriotic Rosary
Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary
On Wednesday mornings
after the 9 a.m. Mass in the Church.

Choir Rehearsals
Children -Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.
Adults—Thursdays at 7 p.m.
Interested in Joining?
Contact Brandon Vennink, Music Director
at 937-4050 ext. 206 or email at bvennink@ignatus.net

Comeback Catholics
Been away from the Church?
Come join us at 7 p.m.
in the Life Center Office on the
first Wednesday of each month.
Or call Terri at 727-773-5004 or make
an appointment at Comeback@ignatius.net
Next meeting moved to January 8th.

Deacon Sam’s Word in Action
“Adventures in Matthew: The King and His Kingdom”
A comprehensive program on the “Gospel of Matthew”.
This is a 24-week course divided into two semesters.
A study guide book will help guide you with thoughtprovoking questions for home and class study. Learn how
Jesus builds on the foundation laid in the Old Testament
to inaugurate the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ on earth.
Explore how Jesus is the completion of all the promises
laid out in the Old Testament.
New Students: Study Guide booklet is an offering of $36.
Class begins January 9th.

Fr. Kevin’s Class
Join us on Thursdays
for an Audio Visual presentation
of the Old Testament
at 7 p.m. in rooms 2 & 3.
Notes will be given. No registration required.
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Our grades 6-8 ministry,
known as EDGE,
is a dynamic middle school
youth ministry.
This ministry provides an opportunity to grow
in faith by developing a meaningful relationship
with Jesus through EDGE Nights and social
activities. It is all about making a difference in
their hearts & empowering them to seek Christ.
All Middle School Youth Invited Join us Thursday, January 9th
at 6:30 p.m. in the hall!
Meet up with your fellow teens for a night
filled with snacks, Jesus, and a fun time....

Scouts
Every Friday:
Boy Scouts meet in rooms 2,3,4
Cub Scouts meet in rooms 8-12
Girls Scouts meet in rooms 6 & 7

Divine Mercy Cenacle
Join every second Saturday of each month
at 10 a.m. in room 4.
We invite ALL to join us in our faith journey.

The Bloodmobile
will be here
Sunday, January 12th
from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Please Share A Pint!
Sunday Faith Formation

Resumes
Sunday, January 12th
10:00 a.m. All Classes Meet
in rooms
10:15 a.m. 1st Communion Parent
Meeting in the hall
4:00 p.m. Confirmation Sessions
in Life Center

NEW: Fr. Kyle’s Class
Catholic Questions and Answers –
An Adult Faith Formation Class
Tuesdays and Wednesdays in January
Do you have questions about our Catholic faith?
About the Eucharist? Marriage? Confession?
Priesthood? Heaven, Hell, Purgatory? Or maybe just
questions about why we do what we do in the Mass?
This class is envisioned as a series of presentations on
the questions about our faith that are of the most
interest to our parishioners. There is no curriculum,
nor a particular book. Simply come to the class(es)
on the topics that interest you the most.
Classes will meet in rooms 2 & 3 at 6:30 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
beginning January 14th
Submit a question you’d like us to cover by going to:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3Q27M8M

Women’s Council
Our first gathering of the New Year
will be held on Thursday, January 16th
beginning with the rosary
in the chapel at 11:30 a.m., followed by
a pot-luck luncheon and meeting.
Mary Kay Kaufmann will tell us about
a program called “Watts of Love.”
Please drop off food in the kitchen before 11:30 a.m.
A,B,D - Dessert C,E to I – Meat J to O - Pasta/
Potatoes/Rice P to T - Salad U to Z – Vegetables
Please bring an item for the church food pantry.

Knight of Columbus
The principles of the
Knights of Columbus are
Charity—Fraternalism—
Unity—Patriotism.
All Catholic men are encouraged to join.
Becoming a Knight of Columbus can transform
your life. As a Knight, you have the opportunity
to support our Parish, give back to your community,
and grow in your faith.
General Meetings are held the third Thursday of
each month at 7 p.m. in the hall.
Our next meeting is January 16th in the hall
Join us and “Make A Difference” !!!
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Roe vs. Wade Mass
Please join us on
Saturday, January 18th
at the 9 a.m. Mass and pray
that mother/fathers-to-be realize
that the baby they are carrying
deserves to live life to the fullest.

Separated or Divorced?
Come join us on the 3rd Saturday of the month
in rooms 2-3 from 10 a.m. to Noon.
Our next Meeting, January 18th, will use
Rose Sweet’s book Rebuilding after Divorce
for discussion (Intro thru Chap 8).
Contact Christine Grieco at 727-519-3360 for more info.

Breakfast in the Hall
Knights of Columbus will be serving Breakfast
in the hall on January 19th
from 8 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Come enjoy a Full or Lite Breakfast
from Pancakes & Eggs to Donuts & coffee.
Biscuits & Gravy too!!!
Proceeds go towards
our Youth Ministry.

Men’s Only Morning
Health Clinic
Saturday, January 25th
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
in our hall.
For Men of All Ages!

Valuable health and educational information, free screenings, resources, light lunch and raffle.
Space is limited and reservations required
so call 727-943-3600 today!
Hosted by The Knights of Columbus
St. Ignatius Council #7621,
St. Luke Council #12196
& St. Vincent De Paul Council # 6476

Check us out on MyParishapp,
our Facebook Page,
or scan our Website Link,
And now, on Instagram!

Why Register?
Why register as a Parishioner?
Becoming registered as a parishioner is
not simply a matter of getting your name on
a list. Registration is important because it
provides you with offertory envelopes and
with them, we are able to account
for your Mass attendance.
Why is this important?
If a parishioner wishes to be a Godparent or
a Sponsor for Confirmation, the parish that
is administering the sacrament will need a
letter from St. Ignatius indicating that you are
a Catholic who attends Mass regularly.
It is only through your regular use of
envelopes that we would be able to provide
you with such a letter. Additionally, using
envelopes allows us to provide you with a tax
letter at the end of the year, per your request.
Blue registration forms are available on the
courtesy desk in the Church. Simply, fill one
out and drop it in the offertory basket.
Your new member packet will be sent to you
the following week.
St. Ignatius will send you a
donation statement for your contributions
for the year 2019 to the Church if requested.
Please fill out this form and
place it in the collection basket,
drop off at the Parish Office
or email your request to kcreamer@ignatius.net.
Thank You.

Name:________________________
Address:_______________________
City:__________________________
Zip____________ Envelope # ______

Page 7

Children and Youth Faith Formation
from September through December our lessons, our Sacraments
and our service to continually grow in our relationship with Christ.
Here is a peek on how we have grown
with our St. Ignatius Family.
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Young Adult Ministries!
Catholic Young Adults of North Pinellas

A multi-parish ministry that facilitates social, worship, and service opportunities for
Catholic young adults in north Pinellas. Reach us on Facebook at facebook.com/CYANorthPinellas/

Young Adult Men’s & Women’s Groups

Contact the parish office– 937-4050 ext. 201

Catholic Ministry at St. Petersburg College, Tarpon Springs Campus
Any students of SPC should contact Fr. Kyle Bell in the parish office to find out more!

Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls
of our dearly departed, especially for
Enjoy a free subscription to Formed.org
An incredible online gateway to the best Catholic content
for all ages!We’ve made it Easy and Free!
Visit formed.org Click on Register
Enter Parish Access Code 68Z88Q
and create your own password. Enjoy and share!

ELIZABETH WEAVER &
ROSEMARY HAMMERL
and for all those we hold in our hearts
who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.

Guardian Angels School

We offer a half day program,
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily,
with before care and after care extending the day
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed.
Our two, three, four, and five year olds develop
spiritually, physically, emotionally, and intellectually.
Call to schedule a tour at 727-937-5427.

A Wonderful STREAM program!
Classrooms are filled with
excellent, faithful teachers and
staff working with
our precious students.
Science, Technology, Religion,
Engineering, Arts & Math
Guardian Angels School is collecting
Box Top Labels. Please place your labels in the
marked box on the courtesy desk in the Church.

DATE
Saturday, January 4

MASS INTENTIONS
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sunday, January 5

Special Intentions of the
St. Ignatius Women’s Council
Special Intentions of
Bishop Gregory L. Parkes
+ Anthony Fiumara
For the People of Our Parish
+ Henry Horak
+ Danny O’Leary

7:30 p.m. Life Teen Night in the hall

Special Intentions of
Most Rev. John Dunne
+ Joseph Grchan

9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

+ John Walker
+ Rose Lempereur
+ Ceil Dziura

9:45 a.m. Bethany Gift Shop Open til 12 p.m.
6:30 p.m. 6th –8th Grade Faith Formation

9:00 a.m.

For Vocations to Priesthood
& Religious Life
+ Arnold Mende

6:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Brothers in Christ in hall
Mom’s Morning Out in room 8
Patriotic Rosary in the Church
Children’s Choir in the Church
6th –8th Grade Faith Formation
Comeback Catholics
in the Life Center Office

Thursday, January 9
1 John 4:19-5:4
Luke 4:14-22

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Angeline Galvez
+ Barbara Gray

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Mom’s Morning Out in room 8
Deacon Sam’s Class in rooms 2,3
Edge in the hall
Deacon Sam’s Class in room 6
Adult Choir in the Church
Fr. Kevin’s class in rooms 2,3

Friday, January 10
1 John 5:5-13
Luke 5:12-16

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Special Intentions of Tama Huang
+ Joan Pilliod

Saturday, January 11
1 John 5:14-21
John 3:22-30

9:00 a.m.

+ Ann Flanagan

Saturday, January 11

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

For An End to Abortions
+ Edward D’Ettore

Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-6
Matthew 2:1-12

Monday, January 6
St/ Andre Bessette
1 John 3:22-4:6
Matthew 4:12-25
Tuesday, January 7
St. Raymond of Penafort
1 John 4:7-10
Mark 6:34-44

Wednesday, January 8
1 John 4:11-18
Mark 6:45-52

Sunday, January 12

Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 42:1-7
Acts 10:34-38
Matthew 3:13-17

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

EVENTS

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

7:30 a.m.

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ Kathleen Phillips
For the People of Our Parish
+ Adeline Cara
+ Maureen Dauphinais

Rosary Makers in the hall
Boy Scout Leaders Meet - rooms 7,8
Cub Scout Leaders Meet - rooms 9,10
RCIA in Evangelization Office, h, 1-4

6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts in rooms 6,7
6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts in rooms 8-12
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts in rooms 2-4
9:00 a.m. Polish School in rooms 7-12
10:00 a.m. Scouts Pinewood Derby in hall
10:00 a.m. Divine Mercy Cenacle in room 4

Bloodmobile 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
8:30 a.m. Bethany Gift Shop Open til 11:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m. Donuts in the hall
10:00 a.m. Sunday Faith Formation Classes
10:15 a.m. 1st Communion Parent Meeting - hall
4:00 p.m. Confirmation Sessions in Life Center
7:30 p.m. Life Teen Night in the hall

