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The magi knew that the child was greater than them.
They had followed His star.
The heavens were pointing to the child.
He wasn’t their king because others
would proclaim Him to be some sort of political king.
He was someone the heavens had sent.
So they gave Him homage.

Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Carl Melchior at 345-3338
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Homage
Herod was greatly troubled. Actually, that was an understatement. He was
enraged. His paranoia was at record levels. And all of Jerusalem was greatly troubled
along with him. The politicians there had good reason to be upset. This same Herod
had killed three of his sons who he thought were trying to usurp his throne. He also
killed his brother-in-law and sent his wife and another son into exile. He would do
everything to protect his position.
What got him so upset? Foreigners from the East came to see him to ask him
where the newborn king of the Jews could be found. What? He thought he had gotten
rid of all competition. Was there some truth that there was another king out there somewhere? The magi said that they had seen his star rising. That was a sure sign that a great
person had been born. But where was he? Herod’s own religious counselors told him
about the prophecy of Micah, that the Messiah would come from Bethlehem. Was all
this some sort of religious babel, or was there something to it? The magi told Herod
that they were looking for the newborn king to do him homage. Homage. That really
must have gotten Herod infuriated. They didn’t come to Jerusalem to do Herod homage.
This baby king was going to be trouble.
We know the rest of the story, how Herod told the magi to get back to him
when they found this king. When they didn’t return, he had all the male babies two
and younger in the area of Bethlehem killed. We call them the Holy Innocents. We also
know that just before this horrendous event, Joseph received a message in a dream to
flee with Mary and the baby. He brought them to Egypt. After Herod died, a few years
later, Joseph received yet another dream telling him to return his family to Nazareth.
But back to the magi. They did find the infant and they did give Him homage.
They recognized the superior power of this child. Later on in the feudal system, all
would be required to do homage to their liege lords. Lesser nobility would recognize
their dependence on and responsibility to those who were greater than them. The magi
knew that the child was greater than them. They had followed His star. The heavens
were pointing to the child. He wasn’t their king because others would proclaim Him to
be some sort of political king. He was someone the heavens had sent. So they gave Him
homage.
And so we give homage to the King of Kings, our Lord. We recognize that He
is infinitely greater than any president or prime minister or any other ruler. We recognize
that He is our Lord, the one who governs our lives.
We hold our hands together in prayer, placing our hands in His and surrendering
to Him. We pay Him homage. The gesture of prayer with our hands together or our
fingers interlocked is a gesture of homage. When we pray using this gesture we are saying,
“I belong to God.”

The Solemnity of The Epiphany of the Lord
We pay homage to the Lord in more than our gesture of prayer, though. We pay
homage to Him in the events of our lives, be they significant events or the routine daily
events. Recently, I asked one of our families what their plans were in view of a job
opportunity that had opened up. Would they stay here or move. “We are not sure, yet”
they said, “We are praying over it.” They are giving homage to the Lord, letting him direct
their lives. We do this even in the minor events of our lives. We say grace before meals.
Think about that. Why do we say grace before meals? We do this because we are giving
the Lord homage, thanking Him for the food we are receiving. Say a prayer in the morning
entrusting your day to the Lord. Do homage to Him and transform your day into a prayer
to the King.
The magi were wise men. They realized that this child could draw them beyond
the limits that the world imposes to that place where His life makes all life complete. That
is why they did homage to Him. That is why we do homage to the Lord. We do not have
to be limited by the physical. We do not have to be condemned to empty lives. Jesus, the
spiritual become physical, draws us, the physical, into union with the spiritual. Our lives
have meaning and purpose and truth and beauty when they reflect His Life.
And so we do Him homage. We place our hands into His hands. We entrust our
lives to Him. And we pray to Him to lead us to that place where our hearts long to go,
to union with God.
Yours in Christ,

2018 marks the 50th Anniversary
of our Diocese of St. Petersburg
Various events are being planned for throughout the
year,
in order to remember the past with gratitude,
celebrate the present with joy and
look to the future with hope.
To help keep everyone informed of our jubilee,
the Diocese has created a website with
information...www.DOSP.org/50
This website will be continually updated and expanded
so please check back often.

Events this Week
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Faith Formation
Classes

will resume regular times:
Tuesday classes on January 9th
Wednesday classes on January 10th
& Sunday classes on January 14th

High School Youth
Life Night:
Sunday, January 7th
- following the Life Teen MassCome to the hall for food, fun, and
exciting presentations and experiences.

Rosary Makers
Join in Monday mornings from
9:30 a.m. - noon in the hall.
All are Welcome.

Adult Initiation
If you're interested in becoming Catholic,
in receiving any Sacraments you haven't
received, in learning more about the Catholic
faith, or if you know somebody who is,
you are invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Come learn more about our beautiful faith.
Join us Monday evenings at 7 p.m.
in Office of Evangelization in the Life Center.
All are welcome!
Please contact Joshua Strope with any questions
at jstrope@ignatius.net or 937-4050 ext. 224.

Choir Rehearsals
Wednesday: 5:00 p.m. Children’s Choir
Thursday: 7:00 p.m. Adult Choir

Caritas Corner
Flowers… distributed this week at
Florida Hospital North Pinellas by
Caritas volunteers were donated
wishing our priests and parishioners
a holy, healthy and happy New Year.

Tuesday Care Club...
Do you have a family member or neighbor
who is homebound and cannot attend Mass
on weekends? On Tuesday mornings,
our volunteers will drive them to the chapel
for Mass (and luncheon afterwards).

Our Care Club Masses resume
This Tuesday, January 9th
at 10:30 a.m. in the Chapel.

Autism Support Group
Our next meeting will be
Tuesday, January 9th at 7 p.m.
Connect to our ‘GoToMeeting’ link:
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/260428989
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (786) 535-3211
Access Code: 260-428-989
Contact Mike Laverty for monthly link
at 992-5111 or mlaverty1@yahoo.com

Scouts
Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and
Girl Scouts meet every Friday
in the classrooms of the
Parish Life Center. Cub Scout
Derby, Saturday January 13th at 9 a.m. in the hall.
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of
our dearly departed, especially for
KALA GOMBOS

and for all those we hold in our heart who have
died, may they rest in the arms of God.

Weekly Spiritual Opportunities
WORD IN ACTION
THE BOOK OF REVELATION:
“THE KINGDOM YET TO COME”
The ‘Word In Action’ Course this Spring will
study the “Book of Revelation, The Kingdom Yet
to Come.” The program is from ‘Ascension Press’
and features a video presentation given by Jeff
Cavins. A ‘Student Study Guide Book’ will be
required that aides the student in the study of this
interesting course. The program will be 10 weeks
long and will begin on January 11th and
conclude on March 15th.
The Book of Revelation has been a mystery for
most Christians since it was brought into the Bible
Canon back in the fourth Century. We have heard
many interpretations of its contents, most of which
have been misleading and confusing. If you would
like to get a true Catholic interpretation of this last
book of the Bible, come join us this January for an
in-depth study and understanding of this book.
Classes begin on Thursday Morning,
January 11th from 10:15 to 11:45 a.m.
Thursday evening classes begin on January 11th
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
The same material will be covered in both the
morning and evening sessions. The student is free
to attend one or both of these sessions.
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Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited. Our group
meets this Wednesday at 6 a.m. in the
hall. Coffee & Donuts are served. For more
info contact Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Lectio Divina–Divine Word
“The Gospel of the Holy Spirit”
with Deacon John, Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
in rooms 2 and 3 of the Life Center.
(Coffee and snacks are served 9:45 a.m.)

Inactive Catholics
We welcome any Catholics who have
been inactive in the practice of their
Faith, for any reason, to our open-end
meetings. Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in
Deacon John’s office in the Life Center.

Comparative Religions
Fr. Kevin Molloy’s class this fall is on
Comparative Religions. Join us on
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in classrooms 2 & 3.

All classes will be held in classrooms 2 and 3.
Registration is required for all prospective students.

Divine Mercy Cenacle

The cost for the Student Study Guide will be $24.
Checks should be made out to ‘St. Ignatius of
Antioch Church’. New students are welcomed.
Contact Deacon Sam at the Parish Office
for registration information, if needed.

We meet on the second Saturday of each month
at 10 a.m. in classroom 6.
We invite ALL to join us in our faith journey.

Registration Form
Name: ___________________________________
Date: ________________
Telephone Number: _____________
Student Materials: $24. Cash____ Check ____
Please make checks payable to
‘St. Ignatius of Antioch’
Forms may be left at the Office

Untold Blessing!
Untold Blessing: 3 Paths to Holiness
Want to do a retreat? Welcome to Barron’s look
at the journey to sanctity. The retreat is about
learning, loving and living your faith. The aim is
to help you study, reflect and act in obedience to
the will of God in Christ. We will use Scripture and
the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Bring Your
Bible. Mondays at 10 a.m. beginning January 22nd
for five weeks in classrooms 2 & 3. No class on
February 19th. For questions or more information
please contact Sr. Lila at 869-3130 ext. 315.

Upcoming Parish Events
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Breakfast in the Hall

Tech Social Saturdays

Have Breakfast in the hall
THIS SUNDAY, January 14th
from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Full Breakfast or Lite.
Come help your Knights support your parish
Ministries and have a delicious breakfast.

January - Saturday 20th
at 2:30 p.m. in rooms 2,3,4
Saturday -Easier on busy schedules
Tech - Technology enhances communication
Social - Time together as a community
Sponsored together by the Brothers In Christ,
Life Teen, and the Knights of Columbus.
These events are intended to help people
with technology issues.
Come Socialize...All are Welcome!
Especially those without ‘smart’ phones.
For more information,
go to https://goo.gl/rkqUpe.

Women’s Luncheon
Thursday, January 18th
at 11:30 a.m.
We begin with Rosary in the Chapel at
11:30 a.m. Luncheon and meeting follow.
Our guest speaker Greg Karsa
will discuss a Nursing Home Ministry.
A-B: Desserts; C-D: Meat; E-M: Pasta/Potatoes;
N-R: Salad; S-T Veggies; and U-Z Desserts too.
Please bring a food item for our pantry.

Knights Meeting
Knights of Columbus Meeting
Thursday, January 18th
in the hall at 7 p.m.
All members are encouraged to attend!

Roe vs. Wade Mass
Saturday, January 20th at 9 a.m.

The vast majority of abortions are done
after the fetal heart has begun beating.
Roe vs Wade is the worst decision of
the 20th century. The Supreme Court voted to
make abortion legal for any reason!
Please join us on Saturday, January 20th
at the 9 a.m. Mass
and pray that
mother/fathers-to-be realize that the baby
they are carrying deserves to live life to the fullest.

Diocese of St. Petersburg’s
2018 Wedding Jubilee Mass
The Wedding Jubilee Mass
of Thanksgiving
with Bishop Gregory Parkes
will take place at the
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle
on Sunday, February 11th at 3 p.m.
This event honors couples throughout the
diocese who will celebrate 25, 50 or more years
of marriage during the 2018 calendar year.
If you wish to attend, please RSVP to the
parish office by Wednesday January 24th.

Bloodmobile
The Bloodmobile
will be here
Sunday, January 28th
from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Please Share A Pint!
Bethany Book Shoppe
Gifts and More…
Sundays 8:30 a.m.—11 a.m.
Tuesdays 9:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
Next to Fr. John LaTondress Chapel

Upcoming Parish Events

Paul Arnold, MD FACS
Board Certified Urologist
Former Chief of Staff, FHNP

Saturday, January 27th
Screenings at 8:30 a.m.
Lecture at 10:30 a.m.
Lunch at 11:30 a.m.
Join us in our hall.
FREE EVENT!
Reservation Required.
Space is limited.
Open to Men of All Ages.
727-943-3600
FHNPEvents.com
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6th Annual
Men’s Only Morning

Men’s Health—Live Longer and Happier!
Join Dr. Arnold as he discusses BPH, ED and Low
Testosterone. He will explain the latest treatment options
for the most common conditions that men ask about.
Dr. Arnold will be happy to answer YOUR questions!
Free health Screenings include: PSA’s. Prostrate, Blood
Pressure, Balance, DMX– Digital Motion X-Ray, BMI,
Foot and Ankle, Hearing PVD, Skin, Vision and Glaucoma,
Shoulder and Hand Pain. Fasting preferred for the Lipid
Profile, which includes Cholesterol, Tri-Glycerides and
Glucose. Valuable health and educational information
and resources will be available.
Sponsors: St. Mark Village, Dunkin Donuts,
Arby’s Tarpon Springs, and Boston Scientific Corporation.
Hosted by: Knights of Columbus St. Ignatius Council #7621,
St. Vincent De Paul Council #6476,
St. Luke the Evangelist Council #12196

Pavers!!!
Once again, we will be taking orders for
pavers for outside the Church’s main entrance.
Our pavers can commemorate a special family
event, a Sacrament milestone, someone’s military
service, children and/or grandchildren’s names
and birthdates, to honor
a loved one –living or deceased,
or quote a favorite Scripture verse.
Order forms are located on the
courtesy desk or forms can be
downloaded from the link
provided on our parish website.

St. Ignatius will send you a donation
statement for your contributions for
the year 2017 to the Church if requested.
Please fill out this form and place it in
the collection basket, drop off at the
Parish Office or email your request to
kcreamer@ignatius.net. Thank You.
Name:________________________
Address:_______________________
City:__________________________
Zip____________ Envelope # _______
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SCHOOL NEWS

Mother’s Morning Out
St. Ignatius of Antioch
Early Childhood Center,
located here on our campus, offers
a half day program - 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily,
with before care and after care extending the
day from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed.
Our two, three, four, and five year olds
are given opportunities to develop
spiritually, physically, emotionally,
and intellectually.
Call the Early Childhood Center
to schedule a tour (727) 937-5427.

Mother’s Morning Out resumes January 4th.
Our Early Childhood Center provides
Mother’s Morning Out on
Wednesdays & Thursdays in room 8
from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. of the Life Center.
$10 per visit or 6 for $50 for ages 1 and
walking to age 36 months.
Questions?
Contact the Early Childhood Center at 937-5427.

“Beginning 2018”
in the Early Childhood Center

Guardian Angels
With Christ as our foundation,
we focus on faith, academic excellence, and
the celebration of each unique child.
Check out our website at www.gacsfl.com.
Little Angels Storytime! Ages 2-5.
Free & all are welcome! We read
stories, sing songs, and make fun crafts. Your child
is encouraged to listen,
learn and have some playground fun!
Please come join us the 1st and 3rd Tuesday
at 9 a.m. Snack provided. Contact Jane for more
information at jgrantham@gacsfl.com.

Save your Box Top Labels
Please place your box tops on the courtesy
desk in the back of the Church. Thank you!

DATE

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, January 6

Sunday, January 7

The Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-6
Matthew 2:1-12

Monday, January 8

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Special Intentions of the
St. Ignatius Women’s Council
+ Edward D’Ettore

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m..
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ Ceil Dziura
For the People of Our Parish
+ Matthew & Lucy DiPietro
+ Lucy Santo
+ Evan Griffith

6:00 p.m.

Life Night after Mass

+ Terri McKinnon
+ Joseph Grchan

9:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Rosary Makers in the hall
Boy Scout Leader Meeting c7,8
Cub Scout Leader Meeting c9,10
RCIA in Evang. office, hall, Chapel

+ Nicholas Pratico
+ Robert Kelly
+ Pat & Lucy DeMarco

6:30 p.m.

Faith Formation Classes

Vocations to Priesthood &
Religious Life
+ John Furey

6:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Brothers in Christ in the hall
Mothers Morning Out c8
Lectio Divina c2,3
Children’s Choir in Church
Faith Formation Classes
Inactive Catholics in Dcn John’s Office

9:30 a.m.
Mothers Morning Out c8
10:20 a.m.
Word in Action c2,3
7:00Parish
p.m. Offices
Adult Close
ChoiratinNoon
the Church
7:00 p.m. Comparative Religion c2,3
7:00 p.m.
Word in Action c6

The Baptism of the Lord

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, January 9
1 Samuel 1:9-20
Mark 1:21-28

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Isaiah 55:1-11
Mark 2:7-11

Wednesday, January 10
1 Samuel 3:1-20
Mark 1:29-39

EVENTS

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Thursday, January 11
1 Samuel 4:1-11
Mark 1:40-45

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Maryellen LaHurd
+ Joan Pilliod

Friday, January 12
1 Samuel 8:4-22
Mark 2:1-12

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Alice Sciara
+ Charles ‘Stan’ Weaver

Saturday, January 13
1 Samuel 9-10:1
Mark 2:13-17

9:00 a.m.

+ Carlos De la Esperiella

Saturday, January 13

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ Judith Loar
+ Ryszard Plotniak

7:30 a.m.
Sunday, January 14
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 9:00 a.m..
1 Samuel 3:3-19
11:30 a.m.
1 Corinthians 6:13-20
4:00 p.m.
John 1:35-42
6:30 p.m.

+ Mary Lukasik
For the People of Our Parish
+ Leonard Yannotti
For Spanish Speaking of our Parish
+ Maureen Southcomb

6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1142 in room 7
7:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1124 in room 6
7:00 p.m.Parish
BoyOffices
ScoutsClosed
in rooms 2,3,4
7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts in rooms 8 –12
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Polish School c7-12
Cub Scout Derby in the hall
Divine Mercy c6
Pregnancy Center has reserved c2-4

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Breakfast in the hall
Faith Formation in classrooms
Family & Faith Centers in hall
Confirmation Classes in classrooms
Life Night after Mass

If you wish to have a Mass said for special intentions or
for deceased family members or friends,
please stop by the parish office between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdays.

