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Miraculous Medal Devotion:

“Speak Lord, Your Servant Is Listening” 1 Samuel
What is your calling? What is my calling?
The general answer to those questions is simple:
we are called to know, love and serve God.

Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Carl Melchior at 345-3338
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Answering His Call
I want to begin today by talking about Caller ID and Voice mail. We all use both these advancements in technology to see who is calling us and then decide whether to answer the call or send it to voice
mail. I might be overstating it to say that these are advancements in technology. I have a friend who never
answers his phone. Every call goes to voice mail. It drives me crazy. Actually, I’m not sure if he does this
to all his calls or just to mine.
We all have Caller ID and Voice Mail in our spiritual lives. All of us receive calls from the Lord.
Sometimes, like the disciples in the Gospel, we recognize the Lord’s call and follow Him. Sometimes, we
just send God’s call to voice mail. We might be afraid of what He is going to ask of us. He might demand
something more than we want to do or give. Maybe, we’d rather deal with Him later. Maybe if we ignore
the call enough, we won’t have to deal with it at all.
And that is the sad truth of our reaction to God’s call. If we don’t respond like Samuel in today’s
first reading, “Speak Lord, Your servant is listening,” we might miss our opportunity to do His will.
Maybe the Lord wants us to lead someone who is estranged from Him closer to Him with our kindness.
Maybe the Lord is calling us to enter into the path of life where we can best serve Him. God’s calls have
an impact both on our lives as well as on the lives of other people, even people we might not know.
This Sunday is the perfect time to discuss the call of God that we receive in our lives, our
vocation. Usually, when we hear the concept of vocation we think of those who are called to become
priests or to enter religious life as sisters or brothers. These are certainly vocations from God, but they
are not the only call that God gives.
Many of you are married or are hoping to be married someday. How do you view marriage? If it is
just a romantic matter legalized by the state and celebrated in a Church, then you are missing an essential
part of the sacrament of marriage. Marriage is a vocation, a call from God to greatness by embracing a life
of sacrificial love. If you are married, you need to pray to God that you will be a good Catholic wife or
husband, concerned with giving love. Husbands and wives also need to pray for each other. In marriage,
it takes two of you to push the receive button on the phone and answer God’s call.
You young folk are full of wonderful romantic ideals and ideas. You date this guy or this girl, and
you look forward to a time when there will only be one person in your lives. This is all great. But do you
ever pray for that special person, even if you do not know who that person is yet? Do you ever pray that
God help you recognize the person that you can best make a Christian life with? Pray that when God calls
you to love as He loves, you will answer this call, not send it to voice mail.
Many are involved in careers. Why do we do what we do? To make money? It is perfectly correct
to receive reward for our labor and to enjoy this reward, but if the goal of our lives is to be Squidward
Tentacles (that’s a Sponge Bob reference for you older people), or Scrooge McDuck (and that’s a Donald
Duck reference for you young folks), then we will have nothing to take with us when we die. God did not
create us for money. God created us for love. We often recognize a call from Him to use our funds for
others. It’s easy to send this call to voice mail, but then we will miss an opportunity to do God’s will, an
opportunity to love.
Sometimes we miss God’s call because we allow ourselves to become too busy to answer it. We
get so busy in the things that we are doing that we forget why we are doing them. God calls us, but we
send His call to voice mail. “We’ll get back to Him later when we have more time,” we say. Only later may
never come.

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
John Henry Newman felt God’s call to him in life and reflected on it with a beautiful prayer.
But first, who was John Henry Newman? He was a scholar and an intellectual who lived in England
from 1801 to 1890. He dabbled with atheism early in his life, but then God called. He couldn’t put
Him off. He sought God in religion, in the Church of England, or Anglican Church. He became an
Anglican priest and continued his studies of Christianity at Oxford University. In 1845 he wrote that as
he studied more and more the writings of the early Fathers of the Church, he was convinced that the
Catholics were the closest followers of Christianity in its original form. He had a deep respect for the
Anglican Church, but he heard God calling him to become a Catholic. This was an extremely difficult
decision that affected his life in every way possible. He could no longer teach at Oxford. He could no
longer preach in the Anglican Churches. He was a patriotic Englishman who was embracing those
people whom he had referred to as “our traditional enemies.” But God was calling. John Henry
Newman was not about to send Him to voice mail. He became a Catholic and led the movement of
Anglican scholars to Catholicism called the Oxford Movement. He became a Roman Catholic priest,
and eventually was even made a cardinal. On September 19, 2010 Pope Benedict XVI beatified Cardinal
Newman.
Blessed Cardinal Newman wrote this beautiful prayer which is a reflection not just on his life
but on all our lives:

“God has created me for some definite service; He has committed some work to me
which He has not committed to another. I have a mission. I may never know exactly what that
mission is in this life. I shall be told it in the next. I have a part in a great work. I am a link in a
chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has not created me for nothing. I shall do
good. I shall do His work. I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own place,
even if I do not realize what I am doing. But, if I keep His commandments, I will serve Him in
my calling.”
What is your calling? What is my calling? The general answer to those questions is simple:
we are called to know, love and serve God. But how? How are each of us called to serve God? The
particular answer to this question is a mystery, the mystery of our lives. The mystery enfolds every time
we respond to God’s call. We come before the Lord today and ask for the grace to be attune to God’s
call in our lives. And we pray for the courage to answer His call rather than send it to voice mail. We
pray that when He calls we will respond, “Speak Lord, Your servant is listening.”
Yours in Christ,

This weekend, January 13th & 14th, Fr. Emmanuel Ldechihiro will be speaking
at all Masses to ask support for the Archdiocese of Dodoma in Tanzania, Africa.
Father will be focusing on his Diocese’s need in support of
orphans, seminaries, sick and elderly religious.
This is St. Ignatius’ annual Missionary Co-op drive.
It had been previously scheduled for last September
but was postponed due to Hurricane Irma.

Events this Week

Page 4

Faith Formation
This Sunday:
10:00 a.m. All classes meet in classrooms
4:00 p.m. Confirmation classes
This Tuesday & Wednesday:
6:30 p.m. All classes meet
in classrooms

Edge is in the Youth House
this Friday, January 19th at 7 p.m.

Life Teen Life Night:
- following the Life Teen MassCome to the hall for food, fun, and
exciting presentations and experiences.

Breakfast in the Hall
Have Breakfast in the hall
THIS SUNDAY, January 14th
from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Full Breakfast or Lite.
Come help your Knights support your parish
Ministries and have a delicious breakfast.

Women’s Luncheon
Thursday, January 18th
at 11:30 a.m. in the Chapel.
Luncheon and meeting follow.
Our guest speaker Greg Karsa
will discuss a Nursing Home Ministry.
A-B: Desserts; C-D: Meat; E-M: Pasta/Potatoes;
N-R: Salad; S-T Veggies; and U-Z Desserts too.
Please bring a food item for our pantry.

Knights Meeting
Knights of Columbus Meeting
Thursday, January 18th
in the hall at 7 p.m. All members
are encouraged to attend!

Tech Social Saturdays
January - Saturday 20th
at 2:00 p.m. in rooms 2,3,4
Saturday -Easier on busy schedules
Tech - Technology enhances communication
Social - Time together as a community
Sponsored together by the Brothers In Christ,
Life Teen, and the Knights of Columbus.
These events are intended to help people
with technology issues.
Come Socialize...All are Welcome!
Especially those without ‘smart’ phones.
For more information,
go to https://goo.gl/rkqUpe.

Roe vs. Wade Mass
Saturday,
January 20th at 9 a.m.
Roe vs Wade is the worst
decision of
the 20th century.
The Supreme Court voted to
make abortion legal for any reason!
Please join us and let’s pray to end 44 years
of legalized murder. A child's life is in the balance.
There will also be a short memorial near the
crosses on the lawn outside of Church
honoring these innocents.

January Food Drive
January 20th & 21st
Please place your
non-perishable items in the
containers inside the Church.
Some suggested items:
CANNED MEATS, FRUIT, VEGETABLES,
BEANS, CEREAL, COFFEE, TEA, RICE,
MACARONI, INSTANT POTATOES,
SPAGHETTI SAUCE,
PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY
Financial donations welcome.

Continuing Events

Adult Initiation
If you're interested in becoming Catholic,
in receiving any Sacraments you haven't
received, in learning more about the Catholic
faith, or if you know somebody who is,
you are invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Come learn more about our beautiful faith.
Beginning January 22nd,
join us Monday evenings at 7 p.m.
in Office of Evangelization in the Life Center.
All are welcome!
Please contact Joshua Strope with any questions
at jstrope@ignatius.net or 937-4050 ext. 224.

Rosary Makers
Beginning January 22nd,
Join in Monday mornings from
9:30 a.m. - noon in the hall.

Untold Blessing !
Untold Blessing: 3 Paths to Holiness
Want to do a retreat?
Welcome to Barron’s look at the journey to sanctity.
The retreat is about learning, loving and living your
faith. The aim is to help you study, reflect and act in
obedience to the will of God in Christ. We will use
Scripture and the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Bring Your Bible.
Retreat begins Monday, January 22nd at 10 a.m.
and meets for five weeks in classrooms 2 & 3.
No class on February 19th.
For questions or more information
please contact the parish office at ext. 201.

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited. Our group
meets Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall.
Coffee & Donuts are served. For more info
contact Geoff at 813-728-2082.
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Lectio Divina–Divine Word
“The Gospel of the Holy Spirit”
with Deacon John, Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
in rooms 2 and 3 of the Life Center.
(Coffee and snacks are served 9:45 a.m.)

Choir Rehearsals
Wednesday: 5:00 p.m. Children’s Choir
Thursday: 7:00 p.m. Adult Choir

Inactive Catholics
We welcome any Catholics who have
been inactive in the practice of their
Faith, for any reason, to our open-end
meetings. Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in
Deacon John’s office in the Life Center.

Book of Revelation
Deacon Sam’s Word in Action study on
the ‘Book of Revelation’ meets
Thursday mornings, beginning at 10:20 a.m. in
rooms 2 &3 and Thursday evenings at 7 p.m.
in room of the Life Center.

Comparative Religions
Fr. Kevin Molloy’s class is on
Comparative Religions. Join us on
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in classrooms 2 & 3.

Scouts
Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and
Girl Scouts meet every Friday
in the classrooms of the
Parish Life Center. Cub Scout
Derby, Saturday January 13th at 9 a.m. in the hall.

Divine Mercy Cenacle
We meet on the second Saturday of each month
at 10 a.m. in classroom 4.
We invite ALL to join us in our faith journey.

Upcoming Events
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6th Annual
Men’s Only Morning

Paul Arnold, MD FACS
Board Certified Urologist
Former Chief of Staff, FHNP

Saturday, January 27th
Screenings at 8:30 a.m.
Lecture at 10:30 a.m.
Lunch at 11:30 a.m.
Join us in our hall.
FREE EVENT!
Reservation Required.
Space is limited.
Open to Men of All Ages.
727-943-3600
FHNPEvents.com

Men’s Health—Live Longer and Happier!
Join Dr. Arnold as he discusses BPH, ED and Low
Testosterone. He will explain the latest treatment options
for the most common conditions that men ask about.
Dr. Arnold will be happy to answer YOUR questions!
Free health Screenings include: PSA’s. Prostrate, Blood
Pressure, Balance, DMX– Digital Motion X-Ray, BMI,
Foot and Ankle, Hearing PVD, Skin, Vision and Glaucoma,
Shoulder and Hand Pain. Fasting preferred for the Lipid
Profile, which includes Cholesterol, Tri-Glycerides and
Glucose. Valuable health and educational information
and resources will be available.
Sponsors: St. Mark Village, Dunkin Donuts,
Arby’s Tarpon Springs, and Boston Scientific Corporation.
Hosted by: Knights of Columbus St. Ignatius Council #7621,
St. Vincent De Paul Council #6476,
St. Luke the Evangelist Council #12196

Diocese of St. Petersburg’s
2018 Wedding Jubilee Mass
The Wedding Jubilee Mass
of Thanksgiving
with Bishop Gregory Parkes
will take place at the
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle
on Sunday, February 11th at 3 p.m.
This event honors couples throughout the
diocese who will celebrate 25, 50 or more years
of marriage during the 2018 calendar year.
If you wish to attend, please RSVP to the
parish office by Wednesday January 24th.

Our Diocese of
St. Petersburg
is Celebrating 50 Years!
To help keep everyone informed
of our jubilee events,
the Diocese has created a website …
www.DOSP.org/50
...full of information and dates.
This website will be continually
updated & expanded so please check back often.

Parish News
Please note the Parish Offices and
our Early Childhood Center will be closed
Monday, January 15th.
We will resume regular hours
Tuesday, January 16th.

Bloodmobile
The Bloodmobile will be here
Sunday, January 28th
from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Please Share A Pint!

Pavers!!!
Once again, we will be taking orders for
pavers for outside the Church’s main entrance.
Our pavers can commemorate a special family
event, a Sacrament milestone, someone’s military
service, children and/or grandchildren’s names
and birthdates, to honor
a loved one –living or deceased,
or quote a favorite Scripture verse.
Order forms are located on the
courtesy desk or forms can be
downloaded from the link
provided on our parish website.
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Reserve Your Seat!
Women’s Council’s
Card & Game Luncheon!
February 15th at 12 noon in our hall.
Tickets $12.
Tables for Bridge or other groups can be reserved.
To reserve your seat,
contact Patti at 938-8510 or Jean at 543-5106
by February 12th.
Raffle & Door Prizes!
Bring Your Own Cards &
Games
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls
of our dearly departed, especially for
BETTY GORBY, DEL FISCHER,
JERRY RHINEHARDT, JR,
RICHARD THOMPSON
& FRANK MUNAFO
and for all those we hold in our heart who have
died, may they rest in the arms of God.

Elijah Cup
Prayer works! Prayers are heard!

St. Ignatius will send you a donation
statement for your contributions for
the year 2017 to the Church if requested.
Please fill out this form and place it in
the collection basket, drop off at the
Parish Office or email your request to
kcreamer@ignatius.net. Thank You.

Join us in our Prayer Program for Vocations.
At a Mass of their choosing,
Participants receive a Mass Chalice
in their home
for a week to pray for vocations.
Please sign the Elijah Cup Book
in the Church.

Name:________________________

Bethany Book Shoppe

Address:_______________________

First Communion, Confirmation,
Wedding Gifts and More…

City:__________________________
Zip____________ Envelope # _______

Sundays 8:30 a.m.—11 a.m.
Tuesdays 9:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
Next to Fr. John LaTondress Chapel

SCHOOL NEWS
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Guardian Angels

St. Ignatius of Antioch Early Childhood Center,
located here on our campus, offers
a half day program - 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily,
with before care and after care extending the day
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed.
Our two, three, four, and five year olds
are given opportunities to develop spiritually,
physically, emotionally, and intellectually.
Call the Early Childhood Center
to schedule a tour (727) 937-5427.
“Team Work”
in the
Early Childhood
Center

With Christ as our foundation,
we focus on faith, academic excellence, and
the celebration of each unique child.
Check out our website at www.gacsfl.com.
Registration forms for 2018-2019
are available in the parish office.
Little Angels Storytime! Ages 2-5.
Free & all are welcome! We read
stories, sing songs, and make fun crafts. Your child
is encouraged to listen,
learn and have some playground fun!
Please come join us the 1st and 3rd Tuesday
at 9 a.m. Snack provided. Contact Jane for more
information at jgrantham@gacsfl.com.

Mother’s Morning Out

Catholic Schools Week begins January 28th.
There will be a Scholastic Book Fair in the hall,
Sunday, January 28th from 9 a.m.—12:30 p.m.

Our Early Childhood Center provides
Mother’s Morning Out on
Wednesdays & Thursdays in room 8
from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. of the Life Center.
$10 per visit or 6 for $50 for ages 1 and
walking to age 36 months.
Questions?
Contact the Early Childhood Center at 937-5427.

Wienhusen Scholarships
Scholarships for Catholic Education are available for St. Ignatius Families.
St. Ignatius will once more be offering the Wienhusen Scholarships for children to attend
Catholic Grade or High School. These scholarships can give up to $3,000 per child per year
of tuition support for Catholic Grade School and up to $5,000 for Catholic High School.
Please note, if your family received a Wienhusen Scholarship for the 2017-2018 year,
you still need to apply for a scholarship for the 2018-2019 school year.
Last year over $85,000 was given to families to supplement their tuition payments.
Hopefully the same amount of total funds will be available this year.
Stop by the parish office for new forms and the procedure directions and guidelines.

All registrations must be completed and received by FACTS by April 1st to qualify.

DATE
Saturday, January 13

MASS INTENTIONS
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

7:30 a.m.
Sunday, January 14
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 9:00 a.m..
1 Samuel 3:3-19
11:30 a.m.
1 Corinthians 6:13-20
4:00 p.m.
John 1:35-42
6:00 p.m.
Monday, January 15
1 Samuel 15:16-23
Mark 2:18-22

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, January 16
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Mark 2:23-28

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, January 17
St. Anthony
1 Samuel 17:32-51
Mark 3:1-6

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Judith Loar
+ Ryszard Plotniak
+ Mary Lukasik
For the People of Our Parish
+ Leonard Yannotti
For Spanish Speaking of our Parish
+ Maureen Southcomb
+ Charles Wolff
+ Gloria Bradley

Breakfast in the hall
Faith Formation in classrooms
Family & Faith Centers in hall
Confirmation Classes in classrooms
Life Night after Mass

Parish & Early Childhood Center
Offices Closed

6:30 p.m.

Faith Formation Classes

Vocations to Priesthood &
Religious Life
+ Sheila James

6:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Brothers in Christ in the hall
Mothers Morning Out c8
Lectio Divina c2,3
Children’s Choir in Church
Faith Formation Classes
Inactive Catholics in Dcn John’s Office

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Robert Dornfeld
+ Jean Dunn

Friday, January 19
1 Samuel 24:3-21
Mark 3:13-19

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Jeanne Pumo
+ Mary Buscaglia LoJacono

9:00 a.m.

Special Intentions for the
Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ Gabrielle Ferraro
+ Carl Shepherd

Saturday, January 20

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ Cindy Adams
+ Ann Persico
+ Edmund Correira

Thursday, January 18
1 Samuel 18:6-19:7
Mark 3:7-12

Saturday, January 20
St. Fabian & St. Sebastian
2 Samuel 1:1-27
Mark 3:20-21

EVENTS

9:30 a.m.
Mothers Morning Out c8
10:20 a.m.
Book of Revelation c2,3
11:00 a.m.
Women’s Council’s Luncheon hall
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir in the Church
Close atReligion
Noon c2,3
7:00Parish
p.m. Offices
Comparative
7:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Meeting hall
7:00 p.m.
Book of Revelation c6
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1142 c7
7:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1124 c6
7:00 p.m.Parish
BoyOffices
ScoutsClosed
c2,3,4
7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts Pack Meeting hall
7:00 p.m. Edge in the Youth House
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Polish School c7-12
First Penance in the Church
Tech Social c2,3,4
Girl Scouts Father/Daughter Dance
in the hall

Food Pantry Drive this Weekend
7:30 a.m.
Sunday, January 21
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 9:00 a.m..
Jonah 3:1-10
11:30 a.m.
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
4:00 p.m.
Mark 1:14-20
6:00 p.m.

+ Richard & Mary Abbott
For the People of Our Parish
+ Pasquale Rotondi
For Spanish Speaking of our Parish
For an End to Abortions

9:00 a.m. Donuts in the hall
10:00 a.m. Faith Formation in classrooms
10:15 a.m. 1st Communion Parent meeting hall
6:00 p.m. Life Night after Mass

If you wish to have a Mass said for special intentions or for deceased family members or friends,
please stop by the parish office between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdays.

