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Legal Protection of the Unborn
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Faith Has Consequences
A while back I came upon a book that seems to be intended for young people, but in reality
contains wonderful meditations for all of us. Actually, we are all still new to our faith, even if we are in our
80's. Just as the Church is ever ancient ever new, so for me and for all of us, our faith is ever ancient and
ever new. The book I’m referring to is George Weigel’s Letters to a Young Catholic.
Jesus Christ is forever new.
George Weigel, by the way, is the author of Witness to Hope, the extensive biography of Pope John
Paul II. Letters to a Young Catholic is far less extensive, easier to read, but far more challenging.
Each chapter of this book presents a particular place in Catholicism, such as the tomb of
St. Peter, Baltimore, the first Diocese in the United States, etc, and then develops a particular topic that
is fundamental to Catholicism, like Eucharistic devotion, Marian devotion, the meaning of suffering and
death, etc.
In the light of today’s readings from scripture, I would like to present one of these topics as
George Weigel presented it.
First of all, this Sunday’s readings. All three of this Sunday’s readings present an urgent call. Jonah
tells the people of Ninevah that their sins have resulted in their suffering God’s wrath. They would listen
and repent. St. Paul tells the Corinthians that time is running out. They need to embrace the Gospel
before they have no more time. Jesus begins His preaching by proclaiming, “The time of fulfillment is at
hand. Repent and believe in the Gospel.” He then calls His first disciples, Simon and Andrew, James and
John.
There is an urgency in God’s call that has a profound effect not just upon the person called, but
upon others.
This brings us to George Weigel. Weigel’s tenth letter speaks about how vocations change lives.
He speaks about Fr. Jerzy Popieluszko. Two sentences caught my attention. The first is Faith demands
consequences. The second is: a career is a job, an occupation you current have, but a vocation is something that
you are.
First, faith demands consequences. Fr. Jerzy Popieluszko was a simple young priest of the
Archdiocese of Warsaw with a frail voice and weak physical makeup. He had not been a brilliant
seminarian. He was assigned to be an assistant priest at St. Stanislos Kosta Parish in Warsaw. In 1980 the
34 your old priest was also asked to minister to the steel workers at a Warsaw steel mill. This was at the
time of the Solidarity protests against communism throughout Poland, but particularly in Gdansk. In 1981
the Polish Communist government declared martial law against its own citizens. Shortly after this Fr.
Popieluszko began saying a monthly Mass for the fatherland. At first hundreds, then thousands and then
tens of thousands attended the Mass or packed the streets around the Church. Fr. Popieluszko relentlessly
repeated the theme given by Pope John Paul II on his first visit to Poland: banish evil with good. He
preached non violence. But he also preached the moral duty of resistance. He told the people that they
had to take sides: good or evil, truth or falsehood, love or hatred. Michael Kaufmann of the New York
Times wrote that here was a man who was teaching that defiance of authority was an obligation of the
heart, of religion, of humanity and of nationhood.
The people heard, but so did their communist leaders. On October 19, 1984, Fr. Jerzy was kidnaped and murdered. He embodied the truth. He embodied the faith. And he died for the truth and for
the faith. Within five years, the communist government fell at the hands of the overwhelming desire of
the Polish people to worship when and how they saw fit. Fr. Popieluszko won. As you know, soon after
the fall of communism in Poland, communism fell throughout Eastern Europe including what was then
the Soviet Union.

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Faith demands consequences. We cannot be people of faith if we do not speak out against
immorality. We cannot be people of faith, if we allow our government to continue any immoral practice.
Tomorrow is the grim anniversary of Roe vs Wade, the decision of the Supreme Court to allow abortion.
Some have raised this decision to the level of one of the articles found in the Bill of Rights. People of
faith have gathered in Washington D.C. and throughout the country to protest this. Of course the liberal
elements of the media will show pictures of the few hundreds of abortion supporters and equate them with
the tens of thousands who will march in protest. They will also present the Pro Lifers as fringe radicals,
and they will ignore the fact that the majority of Americans are against abortion. What is missing in all this
is that those who are marching and protesting throughout the country are doing so because they are people
of faith and people who deeply love our country. They cannot sit back and allow lies, and evil, and death to
continue.
It is the same for every issue. As Catholics we cannot allow our country to take advantage of the
poor and the sick, to shore up its economy on the backs of poorer nations, or to promote our national
interests with blood. We cannot sit back and be non committal to evil around us. Where and when we see
evil, we have to react against it. Faith demands consequences, demands action.
Weigel’s second statement follows this: a vocation is something that you are. In the course of a lifetime,
modern people have many careers, many jobs. A young girl may begin as an aide in a day care. Then she
may become an Early Childhood teacher. After a while, she may change professions and become a realtor.
Maybe, she may go into investing and become a financial consultant. People have many jobs, many careers.
But this is not who they are, it is just something they are currently doing.
A vocation is something that you are. That same girl may become a wife and then a mother. Wife
and mother are not jobs, they are who she is. They are vocations. Even when her children move out to
begin independent lives, she is still a mother, their mother. Even if she and her husband break up, she is
still a wife, his wife. The only exception to this would be if it can be shown that she never was a wife in a
sacramental sense. Same thing for a man.
Same thing for a priest. Priesthood is not a career that can be changed as some other man might
change jobs. A person who is called to the priesthood is a priest forever, even if he no longer is in ministry.
When Jesus called Simon and Andrew, James and John, you and me, He did not call us to do
something. He called us to be something. He called us to be disciples. Why do you train your children in
the faith? Why do you guard against immorality in your home? Why do you worship God daily in your
homes and weekly here in Church? We do what we do because this is who we are.
That is why we feel so disjointed when our human limitations take over and we give in to evil.
We lose our sincerity, our integrity, when what we do is opposed to who we are. But when we
respond to that call of Christ within us to be Christian in all our actions, then our actions reflect our inner
life, the life of Jesus Christ we have been called to embrace. Then we become who we are.
Weigel concludes that people who are determined to live the truth of who they are, people who
are determined to live vocationally, are the most dynamic force in history. Their lives don’t just become
history, they become His Story, the story of God at work in the world. And that is what Catholicism is
about. We want to change the world into God’s world. We are willing to do what we need to do to be
who we have been called to be.
The call of Faith, our vocation as Christians, is urgent, just as the call to faith was urgent for the
first disciples, for the people of Corinith, and for the people of Ninevah. Faith has consequences. Faith is
dynamic. Faith is counter cultural. Faith changes the world. Faith is manifested in the integrity of men
and women who live who they are.
May we have the courage to be Catholic.
Yours in Christ,

Events this Week
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Adult Initiation

Sunday Morning
Sunday Donuts in hall
The Scouts will be offering
Donuts and Coffee
after the Sunday 9 a.m. Mass.
Faith Formation this Sunday:
10:00 a.m. All classes meet in classrooms
10:15 a.m. 1st Communion Parent Meeting
in hall
This Tuesday & Wednesday:
6:30 p.m. All classes meet
in classrooms

Life Teen Life Night:
- following the Life Teen MassCome to the hall for food, fun, and
exciting presentations and experiences.

Paul Arnold, MD FACS
Board Certified Urologist
Former Chief of Staff, FHNP

Saturday, January 27th
Screenings at 8:30 a.m.
Lecture at 10:30 a.m.
Lunch at 11:30 a.m.
Join us in our hall.
FREE EVENT!
Reservation Required.
Space is limited.
Open to Men of All Ages.
727-943-3600
FHNPEvents.com

If you're interested in becoming Catholic,
you are invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Come learn more about our beautiful faith.
Beginning January 22nd,
join us Monday evenings at 7 p.m.
in Office of Evangelization in the Life Center.

Adult Confirmation
For all those who have not received Confirmation
during 8th or 9th grades,
you are invited to participate in the
Adult Confirmation class here at the parish.
It's never too late to continue your Sacramental
journey. Our first meeting will be
Wednesday, February 21st at 7 p.m. in the hall.
For further information, please contact Joshua at
JStrope@Ignatius.net or at (727) 222-9231.

6th Annual
Men’s Only Morning

Men’s Health—Live Longer and Happier!
Join Dr. Arnold as he discusses BPH, ED and Low
Testosterone. He will explain the latest treatment options
for the most common conditions that men ask about.
Dr. Arnold will be happy to answer YOUR questions!
Free health Screenings include: PSA’s. Prostrate, Blood
Pressure, Balance, DMX– Digital Motion X-Ray, BMI,
Foot and Ankle, Hearing PVD, Skin, Vision and Glaucoma,
Shoulder and Hand Pain. Fasting preferred for the Lipid
Profile, which includes Cholesterol, Tri-Glycerides and
Glucose. Valuable health and educational information
and resources will be available.
Sponsors: St. Mark Village, Dunkin Donuts,
Arby’s Tarpon Springs, and Boston Scientific Corporation.
Hosted by: Knights of Columbus St. Ignatius Council #7621,
St. Vincent De Paul Council #6476,
St. Luke the Evangelist Council #12196

Continuing Events

“THIS IS MY BELOVED SON,
LISTEN TO HIM”
Pope Francis said, “A Christian’s first task
is to listen to the Word of God, to listen to Jesus,
because He speaks to us and saves us with His word.
Everyone should carry a small Bible or a pocket
edition of the Gospels and should find at least a
few minutes every day to read the word of God.
People listen to the radio, to television, and to gossip
throughout the day, but do we take a bit of time
each day to listen to Jesus?” (Catholic News Service)
In Mark 13, Jesus, God and Man, proclaims;
“heaven and earth will pass away but never my
words.”
In today’s tech world, one can have the Bible
instantly available on their smart phones, if they take
a few minutes each day to swipe it into view and into
the heart.
Fr. Armond Nigro, S.J., spiritual retreat
director, to laymen, clergy and to Mother Teresa’s
Sisters in Calcutta, reminds us all that God has
something more important to say to us then we have
to say to Him. However, He always wants us to share
our thoughts, our inner selves with Him, “give us
this day our daily bread.” Prayer then is practicing
the real Presence of God with us, in us, and listening
to His Spirit speak to us; sometimes in inexpressible
movements of our mind and hearts. If we don’t
listen to the Word, we will never fully appreciate and
live out the Mass or any other ritual or devotion to
grow in faith and love.
If you are interested in learning more about
God’s word and how to pray it, we have two Bible
Sessions offered by Deacon Sam and Deacon John.
Or ask any of our priests how to read and pray the
Gospels in which the Word Made Flesh, Jesus, Son
of God and Son of Mary, speaks through the Spirit.
For He is the only “ Way, Truth and the Life”
(Copies of Fr. Nigro’s “How to Pray God’s Word”
are available from Deacon John at no cost.)

Flowers distributed this week at
Florida Hospital North Pinellas by
Caritas Volunteers... were donated in
loving memory of Deacon Herbert Donaldson,
on the 30th anniversary of his return to the Lord.
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Untold Blessing:
3 Paths to Holiness
Welcome to Barron’s look at the journey to sanctity.
Sr. Lila will explain learning, loving and living your
faith. We will use Scripture and the Catechism of
the Catholic Church. Bring Your Bible.
We meet Monday, January 22nd at 10 a.m.
and meets for five weeks in classrooms 2 & 3.

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited. Our group
meets Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall. Coffee
& Donuts are served. For more info contact Geoff
at 813-728-2082.

Lectio Divina–Divine Word
“The Gospel of the Holy Spirit”
with Deacon John, Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
in rooms 2 and 3 of the Life Center.
(Coffee and snacks are served 9:45 a.m.)

Inactive Catholics
We welcome any Catholics who have
been inactive in the practice of their
Faith, for any reason, to our open-end
meetings. Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in
Deacon John’s office in the Life Center.

Book of Revelation
Deacon Sam’s Word in Action study on
the ‘Book of Revelation’ meets
Thursday mornings, beginning at 10:20 a.m. in
rooms 2 &3 and Thursday evenings at 7 p.m. in
room 6 of the Life Center.

Comparative Religions
Fr. Kevin Molloy’s class is on
Comparative Religions. Join us on
Thursdays at 7 p.m. in classrooms 2 & 3.

Upcoming Events
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First Friday Adoration & Benediction
Jesus waits for us in this Sacrament of Love
Jesus waits for us to visit Him in the Living Eucharist Sacrament with the same enthusiasm
with which the father in the parable of the prodigal son waited for his child to come home.
The parable is meant not only to express the joy with which Jesus receives us in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, but also to express the joy when Jesus receives us in
all the sacraments, especially in the Eucharist where He feeds us in His humanity to
transfigure us into His divinity by the gift of Sanctifying Grace.
If we want to have a more personal relationship with Jesus, as Savior, Lord, Brother, Friend,
we all need to listen or take in the words of his Gospel in which He reminds us that
“both heaven and earth will pass away but never My Words.” (Mark 13)
First Friday, is an excellent time to have conversation with Jesus face to face with
Exposition of the Sacred Host where we can meet Him in Faith, “face to face” and heart to heart.
Please sign the Adoration Booklet for First Friday, February 2nd, which is held in our Chapel
from 9:30 a.m. ending with His Blessing in Benediction at 9 p.m.
Invite a friend, make a friend by bringing him or her to make a “friendship visit” with
our Divine Lord who humbles Himself to be our Bread for life now and forever.

Caritas Corner
NEW BEGINNINGS….
The next meeting of our
bereavement support group will
be held in the hall on
Saturday, February 3rd at 10 a.m.
Barbara Brown, a life coach will speak on,
‘Helping Yourself be Healthy through
Your Life Transition.’ All are welcome.

Diocese of St. Petersburg’s
2018 Wedding Jubilee Mass
The Wedding Jubilee Mass
of Thanksgiving
with Bishop Gregory Parkes
will take place at the
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle
on Sunday, February 11th at 3 p.m.
This event honors couples throughout the
diocese who will celebrate 25, 50 or more years
of marriage during the 2018 calendar year.
If you wish to attend,
please RSVP to the parish office
by Wednesday January 24th.

Reserve Your Seat!
Women’s Council’s
Card & Game Luncheon!
February 15th at 12 noon in our hall.

Tickets $12.
Tables for Bridge
or other groups can be reserved.
To reserve your seat,
contact Patti at 938-8510
or Jean at 543-5106
by February 12th.
Raffle &
Door Prizes!
Bring Your Own
Cards & Games!

Parish News
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Pavers!!!
Once again, we will be taking orders for
pavers for outside the Church’s
main entrance.
Our pavers can commemorate a special family
event, a Sacrament milestone, someone’s military
service, children and/or grandchildren’s
names and birthdates, to honor
a loved one –living or deceased,
or quote a favorite Scripture verse.
Order forms are located on the
courtesy desk or forms can be
downloaded from the link
provided on our parish website.
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls
of our dearly departed, especially for
ROSETTA LEIGHT,
WILLIAM DUGGAN,
GEORGE PETTIT &
TONY SAAVEDRA
and for all those we hold in our heart who have
died, may they rest in the arms of God.

Bloodmobile
The Bloodmobile will be here
Sunday, January 28th
from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Please Share A Pint!
St. Ignatius will send you a donation
statement for your contributions for
the year 2017 to the Church if requested.
Please fill out this form and place it in
the collection basket, drop off at the
Parish Office or email your request to
kcreamer@ignatius.net. Thank You.
Name:________________________
Address:_______________________
City:__________________________
Zip____________ Envelope # _______

Volunteers Needed!
Ushers needed at all the Masses.
Ushers are St. Ignatius’ ministers of
hospitality who welcome the people
at Mass, seat people,
take collection and hand out the bulletins.
Children in the fourth grade or older are
welcome to be ushers
at the 9 a.m. Children’s Mass.
Adult Ushers serve at all other Masses.

Food Pantry needs Volunteers for
Monday, Wednesday
or Friday mornings.
Can you spare 2 hours a month?
Our Community Life Ministry needs your
help to provide food to the needy
of Tarpon Springs
from 10 a.m. to Noon
on Monday, Wednesday or Friday mornings.

If you are interested or want more information
please call the parish office at 727-937-4050.

SCHOOL NEWS
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“Learning Together Through
Faith, Kindness and Service”
Please join us for National Catholic Schools Week,
our annual celebration of what makes education at
St. Ignatius Early Childhood Center outstanding.
Starting with 9 a.m. Mass on Sunday, January 28th,
we have a whole week of activities planned to show
what our students are accomplishing and to celebrate
the community we have built to educate tomorrow’s
citizens and leaders.
This year’s theme, “Catholic Schools: Learn, Serve, Lead, Succeed”, sums up our goals for student
success. It highlights the fact that our school is a part of many other communities, including families,
parish, town, and our country. It also focuses on key elements of Catholic education: faith education,
academic excellence, leadership and dedication to service. These elements set Catholic schools apart
from other educational options. They are why families make sacrifices to provide their children with a
Catholic education.
I hope you will visit our early childhood center during our week long Open House. Please bring your
friends, family and neighbors, particularly those who may be considering a Catholic education for their
children.
I am thankful every day for the teachers, staff, parents, volunteers and Parish support that make our
school a success. Catholic Schools Week is a great time for all of us to thank them for their dedication
and service!
There will be a Scholastic Book Fair in the hall,
Sincerely,
Sunday, January 28th from 9 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Sharon Stokely

Wienhusen Scholarships
Scholarships for Catholic Education are
available for St. Ignatius Families.
St. Ignatius will once more be offering the Wienhusen
Scholarships for children to attend Catholic Grade or High
School. These scholarships can give up to $3,000 per child
per year of tuition support for Catholic Grade School and
up to $5,000 for Catholic High School.
Please note, if your family received a Wienhusen
Scholarship for the 2017-2018 year, you still need to apply
for a scholarship for the 2018-2019 school year.
Last year over $85,000 was given to families to supplement
their tuition payments. Hopefully the same amount of
total funds will be available this year.
Stop by the parish office for new forms and
the procedure, directions and guidelines.
All registrations must be completed and received by
April 1st to qualify.

DATE
Saturday, January 20

MASS INTENTIONS
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

7:30 a.m.
Sunday, January 21
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 9:00 a.m..
Jonah 3:1-10
11:30 a.m.
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
4:00 p.m.
Mark 1:14-20
6:00 p.m.
Monday, January 22
Day of Prayer for the Legal
Protection of Unborn children

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, January 23
2 Samuel 6:12-19
Mark 3:31-35

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, January 24
St. Francis de Sales
2 Samuel 7:4-17
Mark 4:1-20

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Gabrielle Ferraro
+ Carl Shepherd

EVENTS
Food Pantry Drive this Weekend

+ Richard & Mary Abbott
For the People of Our Parish
+ Pasquale Rotondi
For Spanish Speaking of our Parish
+ For An End To Abortion

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Donuts in the hall
Faith Formation in classrooms
1st Communion Parent Meeting-hall
Life Night after Mass

+ Emmanuel Gotsis
Special Intentions of
Jo Morea & Tom Sipera

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Crafts & Rosary Makers in hall
Untold Blessings c2,3
RCIA Chapel, hall, c2,3,4

+ Bernardo Borges
+ John Simonelli
+ Arthur Sieracki

6:30 p.m.

Faith Formation Classes

Vocations to Priesthood &
Religious Life
+ Joan Curran

6:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Brothers in Christ in the hall
Mother’s Morning Out c8
Lectio Divina c2,3
Children’s Choir in Church
Faith Formation Classes
Inactive Catholics in Dcn John’s Office

9:30 a.m.
Mother’s Morning Out c8
10:20 a.m.
Book of Revelation c2,3
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir in the Church
7:00 p.m. Comparative Religion c2,3
Parish Offices Close at Noon
7:00 p.m.
Book of Revelation c6

Thursday, January 25
The Conversion of St. Paul
Acts22:3-16
Mark 16:15-18

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Joseph Randazzo
+ Adeline Kervrann

Friday, January 26
St.s Timothy & Titus
2 Timothy 1:1-8
Mark 4:26-34

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Dolores Kimbert
+ Debbie Turner

Saturday, January 27
St. Angela Merici
2 Samuel 12:1-17
Mark 4:35-41

9:00 a.m.

+ Robert Bressie

Saturday, January 27

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ John & Violet Edmiston
+ Deceased Members of
The Gorman & Walsh Families

6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1142 c7
7:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1124 c6
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts c2,3,4
7:00 p.m.Parish
CubOffices
ScoutsClosed
c8-12
8:30 a.m.

7:30 a.m.
Sunday, January 28
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 a.m..
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
11:30 a.m.
1 Corinthians 7:32-35
4:00 p.m.
Mark 1:21-28
6:00 p.m.

Special Intentions of
the Gusack Family
For the Students of Our Parish
For the People of Our Parish
For Spanish Speaking of our Parish
For the Teens of Our Parish

9:00 a.m.
1:30 p.m.

Men’s Only Morning/
Health Screening in the hall,c2,3,4,
Polish School c7-12
Girl Scouts c2,3

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Bloodmobile
Donuts in the hall
ECC Book Fair in the hall
Faith Formation in classrooms
Faith Centers in the hall
Confirmation Classes in classrooms
Life Night after Mass

If you wish to have a Mass said for special intentions or for deceased family members or friends,
please stop by the parish office between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdays.

