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February 10, 2019

Least Likely, Perfect Choice
Today’s reading presents three men, Peter, Paul and Isaiah. All called by God. All appear
to be an unlikely choice to perform the mission they were given. Each one, though, was the
perfect choice.
Simon was a fisherman. He knew the sea. He knew where to find fish, at least most of
the time. He was a big man, an ox of a man. He was the leader of the group, but that was a
small group of four fishermen consisting of himself, his brother, Andrew, and the two Zebedee
kids, James and John. He was probably illiterate. Yes, the New Testament lists two letters
attributed to him, but he could have dictated these to a Christian scribe. Simon was just a good,
hard, blue collar worker we would say, an everyday laborer. He was the least likely to lead an
international movement. He had never been outside of Galilee and Judea. But this man, Simon,
the son of a man named Jonah, was called by the Lord to lead the Church, personally bringing
the Gospel message all the way to Rome. He was the least likely to do this. But Jesus called him.
He gave him a new name, Peter, the Rock. And Peter was the perfect choice. God made him the
perfect choice.
Saul of Tarsus was brilliant. He wasn’t just literate; he was scholarly. He was a student of
Gamiliel, one of the most important rabbinical teachers of the ancient world. Saul knew the
scripture and the Jewish practices better than most people of his time. He was passionate for the
Hebrew religious law. He was more enthusiastic than most Pharisees. He would hunt down the
followers of Christ, convinced that their way of life was polluting the Holy Land of Israel. Saul
was certainly not someone you would choose to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. What is
more, he is the last person you would expect who would argue that the gentiles did not have to
first become Jewish before becoming Christian. But Christ called Saul as he traveled on the road
to Damascus. He was given a new name, no longer Saul, now Paul. Least likely? No, Paul was
the perfect choice. He was the perfect choice to spread the Good News. God made him the
perfect choice.
700 years before Peter and Paul, a man was chosen to be a prophet for Israel. His name
was Isaiah. The main focus of his prophecy was on the holiness of God. The “Holy Holy Holy”
that we sing during Mass is taken from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah. But Isaiah was certainly not
the person anyone would expect to proclaim God’s holiness. He was a man with unclean lips.
What did that mean? In our days when we accuse someone of having a dirty mouth we mean
that his language is vulgar, offensive and abusive. Perhaps Isaiah was filthy that way. Or perhaps
he was a liar, a violator of the eighth commandment. Or perhaps he was someone who was not
thoroughly devoted to Yahweh and even ate food that the Jewish people were not allowed to
eat, such as pork, shell fish and food sacrificed to pagan gods. These are some of the ways that
his lips might have been unclean. Yet, those lips were chosen to proclaim the holiness of God.

Today’s first reading tells us that God purified these lips. God made Isaiah the perfect
choice.
God does that. He did that for Peter, Paul and Isaiah. He does that for us. He
makes each of us the perfect choice.

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
So the brand new Mom and Dad bring their baby home from the hospital. Do you
parents remember that day? Everyone was excited. Then they left. And your baby was colicky.
Where were those people at 2 a.m. in the morning? Like the guy in the commercial, the Dad said
to himself, “I’m a sports car kind of guy; not a van guy.” As she rocked the baby all day, and all
night, the Mom said to herself, “I don’t know if I’m ready for this.” Both Mom and Dad said to
themselves, not to each other, and certainly not to their own parents, “I can’t do this.” But God
called them, called you, to be parents. He even gave you new names, “Mommy and Daddy.”
There are no better parents for your child, your children, than you. God made you the perfect
choice.
Your wife, your husband, has been severely ill. Worse, one of your children is chronically
ill. You are continually going back and forth to the hospital, back and forth to the doctor. You
are exhausted, physically and emotionally. “I can’t do this,” you say. “I’ve always hated hospitals.
I get squeamish just at the site of blood.” But God has called you to be a care giver. He’ll give
you the strength to get through it all.
You might just be a teenager, but you have so much pressure. School work can be tough.
It can be boring. Some subjects are fun and come easy. But then there are those that drive you
up a wall. You can’t seem to get it right. You are on a team or in a club, and there are high
expectations placed on your back. And then there is the constant drama with your friends.
Who is not talking to whom and why? On top of all this, put peer pressure. Others tell you that
you are the only one who doesn’t drink, doesn’t take drugs, doesn’t have sex. They are lying,
or at least they don’t know everyone else, but still they put pressure on you to join them in their
self destructive behavior. You have all this pressure and you say, “I can’t do this. I can’t be a
committed Catholic.” You are correct, alone you can’t, but with God you can. He has called
you to bring the message of His Kingdom to those who have rejected Him. He has called you to
develop into the man or woman who will lead His people. He even gave you a new name at your
baptism. He calls you His Child, His Son, His Daughter. Think about this, God doesn’t just call
you Liz, He calls you His Daughter Liz. He doesn’t just call you Bill, He calls you His Son Bill.
You can do this, and I can do this. We can be Christians thoroughly committed to
spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We can do this because the One who has called us gives
us the power to complete His mission.
All of us have times that we are convinced we are the least likely to perform a role
that God has set for us, perhaps as a parent, perhaps as a care giver, certainly as a committed
Christian. We all might think that we are the least likely to serve God. But we are wrong.
Like Peter, Paul and Isaiah, we might think we are the least likely, but God has called us.
In His mind, with His help, with His Divine Mercy, we are each the perfect choice.

Yours in Christ,
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Donuts in the Hall
The Scouts will be offering
Donuts and Coffee
after the Sunday 9 a.m. Mass.

Faith Formation
This Sunday:
10:00 a.m. All classes meet
10:00 a.m. Faith Centers in hall
4:00 p.m. Confirmation Sessions
Tuesday & Wednesday:
6:30 p.m. 6th, 7th & 8th Grade classes meet

Life Teen
Following Sunday’s Life Teen Mass,
all high school teens are invited
to come to the HALL for
food, fun,
exciting presentations and experiences.

Rosary Makers
Rosary Makers meet
every Monday morning
from 9:30 a.m. - noon in the hall.
All are Welcome to join in.

Sr. Lila’s Class
Sr. Lila presents
Bishop Barron's
enlightening study of
the seven capital sins and
contrasts them to the seven lively virtues.
Learn how to counteract those sinful patterns
through a conscious focus on a specific virtue
for each sin. Class are held Mondays,
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. in rooms 2 & 3.

Rite of Initiation
If you're interested in becoming Catholic,
you are invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m.
in the Office of Evangelization in the
Life Center or contact
Joshua
at 727-937-4050 ext. 224
or jstrope@ignatius.net

Autism Online Support
Join us every second Tuesday
of each month at 7 p.m.
From your computer, tablet or smartphone go
go to https://zoom.us/meeting/476265687/ics?
isToken=93cee3daa6383a9925edfc5b2425f55c956c
deb771690ec1fe60a84613309036

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited on
Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall.
For more info contact
Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Patriotic Rosary
Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary on
Wednesday mornings
following the 9 a.m. Mass.

Rediscover Catholicism
St. Ignatius’ Book Club style discussion Group
on Rediscover Catholicism.
Wednesday from 10 a.m. - 12 noon in room 2
Feb. 13th, Part 2, Chapters 6-11
Feb. 20th, Part 3, Chapters 12-18
Feb. 27th, Part 4, Chapters 19-21
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Choir Rehearsals
Children’s Choir- Wednesdays at 5 p.m.
Adult Choir- Thursdays at 7 p.m.

Deacon Sam’s Class
Come learn ‘The Bible Time Line’
Class meets every Thursday
for 12 weeks
at either 10:30 a.m. or at 6:30 p.m.

Edge Youth Ministry
All Middle School Youth are Invited!
This Thursday we meet in the Youth House
from 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Fr. Kevin’s Class
The Study of Religion.
Classes meet Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
rooms 2 & 3 of the Life Center.

Scouts
Boy, Cub & Girl Scouts
meet every Friday evening in
the classrooms of the Life Center.

Next weekend,
February 16th & 17th
Little Bethlehem Christian Group from
Bethlehem the holy land,
will display a collection of
hand carving olivewood religious items for sale.
The profit goes to support
Christianity
in the land of Christ.

Bethany Gift Shop
Store Hours: Sundays 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Tuesdays 9:45 - 12 p.m.
Check out our
First Communion, Confirmation & Wedding
gift selection.
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls
of our dearly departed, especially for
FLORENCE BRENNAN,
TOM AUFIERO & ROBERT NIST
and for all those we hold in our heart
who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.

BE COURAGEOUS...
Be Courageous is this years theme
for our Annual Appeal.
As you receive your personal invitation from
Bishop Parkes for participation in this 2019 Appeal,
remember that APA not only assists our parish in
fulfilling our commitment to the ministries,
programs and services of our larger Church,
it also helps to provide the physical, educational and
spiritual needs of thousands that
we could not serve from our parish alone.
Your gift to APA on behalf of our parish,
funds these services that are essential to advance the
mission of Christ and help those in need.
Our parish Commitment Weekend is next week.
While reflecting on your own blessings,
consider how you can bring the joy
of Jesus Christ to someone in need.

The New Pavers have been placed!
If you ordered the $12 mini-paver,
please pick it up at the Parish Office
between 9 am — 4 pm
on weekdays.
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Breakfast in the Hall
Knights of Columbus
will be serving Breakfast
February 17th
from 8 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Come enjoy a Full or Lite Breakfast
from Pancakes & Eggs to Donuts & coffee.
Biscuits & Gravy too!!!
Proceeds will go towards the Parish.

Women’s Council’s Card & Game Luncheon!
February 21st at 12 noon in our hall.
Tickets $13.
Tables for Bridge or other groups
can be reserved.
To reserve your seat, contact
Patti at (727) 938-8510 or
Jean at (727) 543-5106 before February 18th.
Raffle & Door Prizes
Bring Your Own Cards &
Games

RESPECT LIFE SEMINAR WITH DR. DANIEL PEPIN
Did You Know?

A baby is aborted every 98 seconds. Over one million babies are killed every year.

Did You Know?

We are not alone in wanting to defeat abortion! According to a recent Gallup poll,
a majority of Americans want to see Roe v Wade overturned!

WHERE DO YOU FIT IN? WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Jesus tells us 152 times in Scripture: “Be Not Afraid.”
Come and hear Dan Pepin speak
about the dangers of Planned Parenthood.

“A Wolf in Disguise”

Thursday, February 28th at 7:00 p.m. in our Parish Hall
Sponsored by St. Ignatius Respect Life Ministry
St. Ignatius will send you a donation
statement for your contributions for
the year 2018 to the Church if requested.
Please fill out this form and place it in
the collection basket, drop off at the
Parish Office or email your request to
kcreamer@ignatius.net. Thank You.
Name:________________________
Address:_______________________
City:__________________________
Zip____________ Envelope # _______

Ushers Needed
Ushers are St. Ignatius’ ministers of
hospitality who
welcome the people at Mass,
seat people, take collection and
hand out the bulletins.
Children in the fourth grade or older
are welcome to be ushers
at the 9 a.m. Children’s Mass.
Adult Ushers serve at all other Masses.
Interested? Please call the Parish Office.
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Around the Diocese - March Events:
40 Hours with Jesus & Mission at St. Vincent DePaul Parish in Holiday
“Our Call to Holiness” - Bill Wegner - Feb. 17th—20th
4843 Mile Stretch Drive, Holiday, FL 34690
Contact St. Vincent’s Parish Office for times & details at (727) 938-1974.

Could you use a day to regain perspective and balance? Experience
a new encounter with our Risen Lord. A line-up of dynamic
speakers will share insights into living out authentic masculinity
and heroic virtue, drawing from their own faith journeys. Mass,
Reconciliation, and Benediction will give you the opportunity to reflect on what is going on in your life
and how Christ can help. “Courageously Living the Gospel”
with Jesse Romero, Gus Lloyd, Justin Fatica & Bishop Gregory Parkes
Saturday, March 2nd - Higgins Hall at St. Lawrence Catholic Church, Tampa
Cost is $40 per person with Father/Son combo tickets at two for $40. Includes lunch and parking.
For tickets & information visit SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com
Each year, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops offers a
Creating on the Margins contest to help schools and parishes
engage youth in learning about the root causes of poverty
and the Church's response.
The theme of this year's contest, "A Time to Heal Racism," invites Catholic youth in grades 7-12 to respond
to racism using their creative gifts. Please submit your work to: Diocese of St. Petersburg P.O. Box 40200
St. Petersburg, FL 33743 before March 13th.For more information on the contest go to
http://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/multimedia-youthcontest/index.cfm
Matthew Kelly at Our Lady of Lourdes in Dunedin on March 23rd
Are you searching for a deeper sense of purpose? With his signature
combination of the profound and the practical—and witty sense of
humor—Matthew Kelly will introduce you to new habits that will
re-energize every area of your life, and inspire you to start living with passion and purpose.
This event features live music from singer and songwriter Eliot Morris and includes a free bag of
Dynamic Catholic resources for every attendee. Tickets are $39 and can be purchased
at DynamicCatholic.com/events/passion-and-purpose or by calling (859) 980-7900.

Catholic Days at the Capitol: Make the Trip and Make a Difference!
March 26-27 (returning March 28). This two-day event provides the opportunity to put
into action our faith's call to political responsibility and allows us to strengthen the presence
of our Catholic values in the public square. We will also be joined by Bishop Parkes! Legislative
briefing, office visits with elected officials, Red Mass and more. Deadline is March 12th. Visit
https://www.dosp.org/life/upcoming-events/ or contact Sabrina at sab@dosp.org; 727-344-1611.
Enter for a Chance to WIN $20,000 CASH in the Clearwater Central Catholic High raffle.
Drawing is March 30th at the Marauder Fest -2019- Jerseys & Jeans fundraising event at
Raymond James Stadium – winner need not be present. Tickets are $25 each or 5 for $100.
Proceeds benefit the students at CCC with enhancements to academic and co-curricular programs.
Purchase online at https://ccchs.ejoinme.org/wincash or at (727) 530-5652.
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Early Childhood Center
We offer a half day program, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily, with before care and after care
extending the day from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed. Our two, three, four, and five year olds
develop spiritually, physically, emotionally, and intellectually.

Call the Early Childhood Center to schedule a tour (727) 937-5427.
Mothers Morning Out

Wednesdays & Thursdays in room 8 of the Life Center
from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
$10 per visit or 6 for $50. Ages 1 and walking to 36 months.

Guardian Angels School ...
GACS has a Wonderful STREAM program!
Classrooms are filled with excellent, faithful teachers and staff working
with our precious students. Our students enjoy a curriculum where
technology, the arts, and the timeless truths of our faith are integrated
into all subject areas. Schedule a tour to see the school in action
by calling 727-799-6724.

Now Accepting Applications for 2019-2020.
Interested parents may pick up applications for enrollment
in the parish office during regular office hours.
The completed application packet must be returned to Guardian Angels for processing.

Wienhusen Scholarships
for Catholic Education are available for St. Ignatius Families.
St. Ignatius will once more be offering the Wienhusen Scholarships
for children to attend Catholic Grade or High School.
These scholarships can give up to $3,000 per child per year of tuition support
for Catholic Grade School and up to $5,000 for Catholic High School.
Please note, if your family received a Wienhusen Scholarship for the 2018-2019 year,
you still need to apply for a scholarship for the 2019-2020 school year.
Last year over $85,000 was given to families to supplement their tuition payments.
Hopefully the same amount of total funds will be available this year.
Stop by the parish office for guidelines, forms and the online procedure.
All registrations must be completed and received by April 1st to qualify.

DATE

MASS INTENTIONS
4:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 9

6:30 p.m.

+ Deceased Members of
The Pellegrino & Fabiano Families
+ Ralph & Lilly Barnhorn

\

Sunday, February 10

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Isaiah: 6:1-8
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Luke 5:1-11

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Monday, February 11
Our Lady of Lourdes
Genesis 1:1-19
Mark 6:53-56

7:30 a.m.

Tuesday, February 12
Genesis 1:20-2:4
Mark 7:1-13

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m..

10:30 a.m.

+ Eugene Keller
For the People of Our Parish
For An End to Abortions
+ Anna Lanza

+ Deceased Members of
the Setaro Family
+ Derek Shaw
+ Joe Sebastiano
+ Deceased Members of
The Holmes Family
+ John Astrab

EVENTS
6:00 p.m.

Boy Scout Banquet in hall

8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Bethany Book Store Open
9:00 a.m.
Donuts in the hall
10:00 a.m. Pre K - 5th Grade Class
10:00 a.m. Faith Centers in the hall
4:00 p.m. Confirmation Sessions
7:30 p.m. Life Night after Mass
in the hall
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Rosary Makers in the hall
Sr. Lila’s Class in rooms 2 & 3
Holy Land Group Meeting in hall
RCIA in Evangelization Office

9:45 a.m. - 12 p.m. Bethany Book Store Open
6:30 p.m. 6th & 7th & 8th Grade Classes
7:00 p.m. Autism Online Support Group
6:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ in hall
9:30 a.m. Patriotic Rosary in Church
9:30 a.m. Moms Morning Out room 8
10:00 a.m. Rediscover Book Group in room 2
5:00 p.m. Children’s Choir in the Church
6:30 p.m. 6th & 7th & 8th Grade Classes
Parish Offices Close at Noon
9:30 a.m. Moms Morning Out room 8
10:30 a.m. Deacon Sam’s Class in rooms 2,3
6:00 p.m. Edge in the Hall
6:30 p.m. Deacon Sam’s Class in room 9
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal in Church
7:00 p.m.Parish
Fr. Offices
Kevin’s Closed
Class in rooms 2, 3

Wednesday, February 13
Genesis 2:4-17
Mark 7:14-23

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

For Vocations to the Priesthood
& Religious Life
+ Cheryl Brudvig

Thursday, February 14
Sts. Cyril & Methodius
Genesis 2:18-25
Mark 7:24-30

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Matty Castellano
+ Therese Valois

Friday, February 15
Genesis 3:1-8
Mark 7:24-30

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Charles Regan
+ William Ferjo

6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Girl Scouts Troop 1142 in room 6
Girl Scouts Troop 817 in room 7
Boy Scouts in rooms 2-4
Cub Scouts in rooms 8-12

Saturday, February 16
Genesis 3:9-24
Mark 8:1-10

9:00 a.m.

+ Betty Jean Moore

9:00 a.m.

Polish School in classrooms 7-12

Saturday, February 16

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ Patricia Wawro
+ George Bonzagni

\

Sunday, February 17

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jeremiah 17:5-8
1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ Jason Donovan
For the People of Our Parish
+ David and Mina Swan
+ Sam Anthony Bellotte

Little Bethlehem Christian Group Tables
after all Masses this weekend
8:00 a.m.
Breakfast in the hall
8:30 a.m.
11:00
a.m.Drive
Bethany
Book
Store Open
Food Pantry
this
Weekend
10:00 a.m. Pre K - 5th Grade Class
10:00 a.m. Faith Centers in the hall
7:30 p.m. Life Night after Mass
in the hall

If you wish to have a Mass said for special intentions or for deceased family members or friends,
please stop by the parish office between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdays.

