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6:00 p.m. Life Teen
Weekdays…..7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
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Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:

And God set a bow on the clouds.
The rainbow was a sign that God
would never give up on His people.

Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Carl Melchior at 345-3338
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The Rainbow and the Hound
This year the first readings for the Sundays of Lent present various covenants. The term
covenant means a binding agreement between people, or in the case of Sacred Scripture, between
God and His people. Today we have the Covenant God made with the people at the time of
Noah, the Covenant of the Rainbow. Next Sunday, we’ll hear about the Covenant of Faith made
between God and Abraham. Then we’ll come upon the Covenant of the Law made with Moses.
We’ll hear about the Covenant of the Heart prophesied by Jeremiah. This will all lead to the
Paschal Mystery and the Blood of the New and Eternal Covenant, the covenant we renew on our
altar.
God’s actions at the time of Noah are center stage today, both in the first reading from
Genesis and in the second reading from the First Letter of Peter. In Genesis, God saw how wicked
mankind had become. Every desire their heart conceived was always nothing but evil, we read in Genesis 6:5.
God was going to wipe out all of creation, mankind and all the animals who were scarred with
mankind’s sins, his abuse of nature. God was going to destroy them all with a flood, but the life
of one just man tempered God’s wrath. That man was Noah. Noah was righteous and blameless.
He walked with God. So, as St. Peter points out, eight of mankind were saved, Noah, his wife, his
three sons and their three wives. Water destroyed the evil of Noah’s day, but water would become
the means of redemption in Jesus’ day. Water took away life at the time of Noah. Water would
restore life for those who believe in Jesus Christ. That is why St. Peter wrote, The waters of the flood
prefigure the waters of baptism.
And God set a bow on the clouds. The bow was a rainbow. It was a sign that God will
never again use a flood to destroy all of the creatures of the earth. The rainbow was a sign that
God would never give up on His people.
God will not give up on mankind. Homilist need to remember this. Sometimes Sunday
homilies become a catalogue of the evils of the world. Some priests and deacons pound people
with one horrible situation after another to demonstrate the presence of sin in the world. People
don’t need to come to Church to hear bad news. They can always turn on FOX NEWS, or CNN
if that form of insanity is more to their taste.
People don’t come to Church to hear the bad news. Jesus did not send His disciples out
to tell the world the bad news. He sent His disciples out to proclaim the Good News. The Good
News, the Gospel, is that God has rescued and is rescuing His people from the clutches of evil.
The Good News is that everyone who accepts the baptism of Jesus Christ, and accepting means
fulfilling the responsibilities of Christian life, everyone who accepts Jesus Christ will be part of the
defeat of evil in the world and will share in the victory of Christ in heaven. The Good News is that
all the negativity that surrounds us and sometimes appears to overwhelm us, all this negativity is
only part of the total reality of God’s creation.
The truth is the world is good because God created it, and He is Good. The truth is people
are good because people are made in the image and likeness of God, and He is Good. The truth
is that you and I are good because we are sons and daughters of God. And yes, good people can
choose to become evil people, but that is their choice. Even the most horrible person to ever live
could still reject evil and once more become a good person. The world is not bad. The world is not
evil.
The rainbow. The rainbow proclaims that God sees the good that is in the world.

First Sunday of Lent
He will not give up on mankind in general. Nor will He give up on us as individuals. Over
a hundred years ago the poet Francis Thompson wrote about God’s continual pursuit of him even
as he tried his best to avoid God. He called his poem, The Hound of Heaven: Once a hound has a
scent, he will not quit the chase. God has our scent. So Thompson wrote:
I FLED Him, down the nights and down the days; I fled Him, down the arches of the years;
I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears I hid from Him,
and under running laughter.
Up vistaed hopes I sped; And shot, precipitated, Adown Titanic glooms of chasmèd fears, From those
strong Feet that followed, followed after. But with unhurrying chase, And unperturbèd pace, Deliberate
speed, majestic instancy,
They beat—and a Voice beat More instant than the Feet— ‘All things betray thee, who betrayest Me.
The poem goes on to present the many ways that the poet tried to hide from God in the things of
the world. It ends with these consoling words from God:
Ah, fondest, blindest, weakest,
I am He Whom thou seekest!
And there is even an explanation for the poet’s frustration in life:
Thou dravest love from me, who dravest Me.
That last line is best understood as: You (the hunted) drove love away from yourself because you have
driven my love away.
We need to savor the image of God as the Hound of Heaven. He refuses to give up on
us, any of us. No matter what our sins, no matter where we try to hide from Him, His pursuit is
relentless.
He refuses to give up on us. What right do any of us have to give up on ourselves? Are we
suffering from an addiction that we keep falling back into? We have to keep fighting it. We can’t
give up on ourselves. Have we done some thing or things that we still cannot believe we did? Do
we let hatred determine our choices? And then we feel rotten. Do we want to throw in the towel
and say, “I’m just not any good? I belong with evil people.” How dare we say that about someone
for whom Jesus Christ died?
How dare we say that about ourselves? God will not give up on us.
Look at the rainbow. Picture it in your mind. It is beautiful. It is awe-inspiring. It is a sign
of God’s love and God’s mercy. The rainbow is a covenant between God and us. He will never
give up on us, any of us. Try to remember this the next time you see a rainbow: God will never

give up on me.

The word Lent is derived from a Teutonic word meaning Spring. Lent is the time for a
new beginning. The rainbow is there. The Hound of Heaven is real. God’s love is pursuing us.
May we have the determination to begin again. May we have the courage to allow His
mercy into our lives.
Yours in Christ,

EVENTS THIS WEEK
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Faith Formation
This Sunday:

10:00 a.m. All classes meet
in classrooms
10:15 a.m. Family & Faith
in the hall

This Tuesday & Wednesday:
6:30 p.m. All classes meet

Breakfast in the Hall
Knights of Columbus
will be serving Breakfast

February 18th
from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Full Breakfast or Lite.
From Pancakes & Eggs
to Donut & coffee.

Life Teen Life Night
Following Sunday’s Life Teen Mass,
all high school teens are invited
to come to the hall for food, fun,
exciting presentations
and experiences.

Lenten Weekday Mass Times:
6:45 a.m., 7:30 a.m.,
& 9:00 a.m.

Lenten Guidelines:
All those who are 14 and over must
abstain, that is, not eat meat on
all Fridays during Lent.
All adults, ages 18 to 59 must fast
on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday,
that is, eat only one full meal and
not between meals.

Please Note:
The Parish Office and Early Childhood Center
will be closed in observance of President’s Day,
Monday February 19th.
We will resume regular hours
Tuesday, February 20th.

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited. Our group
meets Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall.
Coffee & Donuts are served. For more info
contact Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Lectio Divina–Divine Word
“The Gospel of the Holy Spirit”
with Deacon John, Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
in rooms 2 and 3 of the Life Center.
(Coffee and snacks are served 9:45 a.m.)

Choir Rehearsals
Wednesday: 5:00 p.m. Children’s Choir
Thursday: 7:00 p.m. Adult Choir

Adult Confirmation
For all those who have not received
Confirmation during 8th or 9th grades,
you are invited to participate in our
Adult Confirmation class.
It's never too late to continue your
Sacramental journey.
Our first meeting will be
Wednesday, February 21st at 7 p.m.
in the hall.
For further information, please contact
Joshua at jstrope@ignatius.net or
at (727) 222-9231.

Inactive Catholics
We welcome any Catholics who have
been inactive in the practice of their
Faith, for any reason, to our open-end
meetings. Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in
Deacon John’s office in the Life Center.

EVENTS THIS WEEK

Book of Revelation
Deacon Sam’s Word in Action study on
the ‘Book of Revelation’ meets
Thursday mornings, at 10:20 a.m. -rooms 2,3,4
& Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. -room 6
of the Life Center.

Respect Life Ministry Presents:

Thursday, February 22nd
at 7:00 p.m. in the hall.
You are invited…
to a unique
presentation.
No reservation needed.

Come and Witness…

how this great Biker’s group is working
with local and state officials to
create a safer place for our children in the
Battle against Child Abuse.

For more information on
Bikers Against Child Abuse
visit www.bacaworld.org
Bay Bridges Chapter-Tarpon Springs1-888-611-2275
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Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross every Friday in
the Church at 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Lenten Fish Fry
FRIDAY from 4 - 7 p.m.
in the hall.
Dessert & beverage included.
Take Out Orders Available!
Come help your Knights Of Columbus
support your parish Ministries
and enjoy a delicious meal!

Edge—Middle School
Edge is in the Youth House
this Friday at 7 p.m.

Scouts
Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and
Girl Scouts meet every Friday
in the classrooms of the
Parish Life Center.

Anointing of the Sick Mass
There will be a special liturgy on
Saturday, February 24th at 10:30 a.m.
in the Church.
Our priests will administer the Sacrament
of the Sick to those preparing for surgery,
have a serious illness, in chronic pain or
are weakened by old age.
Please call the Caritas office if you plan to
attend or are in need of transportation.

PARISH NEWS
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Annual Parish Lenten

Forty Hours Adoration
Thursday, March 1st, 7:00 a.m.
to Friday, March 2nd, 11:00 p.m.
The Forty Hours Devotion is a special 40 Hour period of continuous
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament in solemn exposition.
The focus of this devotion is on Jesus, present in the Living Eucharist.
As Catholics, the words of Our Lord burn in our hearts:
I Myself am the living bread come down from heaven.
If anyone eats this bread, he shall live forever;
the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.” (Jn. 6:51)
Imagine if someone from every family in our parish came for one hour to pray for
their family, for peace in our world, for members of our families who are inactive Catholics
to come home to the faith. Consider having your family participate in this
500-year-old devotion.
Please sign the 40 Hours Adoration Commitment Book in the front of the Church.
We need at least two people signed up for each Adoration Hour.
Our Lenten 40 Hours devotion begins at 7 a.m. on Thursday, March 1st and
ends on Friday evening, March 2nd, with Benediction at 11 p.m.
For those who come between 12 midnight and 6 a.m. there will be a
“Security” Knight of Columbus to be with you.

NEW BEGINNINGS….
The next meeting of our bereavement
support group will be held in the hall on
Saturday, March 3rd at 10 a.m.
Barbara Brown will present Part II of
‘Taking Care of Yourself During
Your Life Transition.’
All are welcome.

Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls
of our dearly departed, especially for
ANDREA SCULLY, SALLY GRIENER,
JOSEPH ZAJKOWSKI,
JAMES BOLLAS
& VINCENT DELLIGATTI

and for all those we hold in our heart
who have died, may they rest in the arms of God.

Women Council’s SPRING Fashion Show & Luncheon
Saturday, March 17th at Noon in our hall!
PRESENTED BY JOEY’S BOUTIQUE OF TARPON SPRINGS

Raffle & Door Prizes!

Tickets are $20 each and include:
Stuffed Chicken breast Salad, Potato, Vegetables, & Dessert

For Tickets, please call

Patti Cuffe at 727-938-8510 or Jean Kwiatkowski at 727-543-5106

PARISH NEWS
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Annual Parish Lenten Mission

Living the Joy of the Gospel
With Fr. John Anglin, OFM

March 5th, March 6th & March 7th
with Mass at 9 a.m. and the mission at 7 p.m. in the Church.
Day One: A Loving God: The Cause of our Joy
We will see that once the love of our God touches our hearts we have a joy that sustains us
even in the most difficult times. We will see as well that we are called to give witness to that
joy by the way we live and by sharing that love and joy with others.
Day Two: The Gift of Mercy
Pope Francis is constantly reminding us that God is merciful beyond our wildest imagination.
We will see that this mercy is shown to us through the forgiveness of our sins as well as in the
healing of our brokenness and pain. Because we are the recipients of God’s mercy, we are
called to be a merciful people not only by forgiving others, but also in treating those we differ
with and those who are on the “margins” of life with mercy.
Day Three: Caring for our Common Home,
Mercy for our Brothers and Sisters and for all God’s Creatures
Pope Francis has spoken often about the need to help the poor and the need to care for
creation. Is this just politics, or is it truly a spiritual and theological challenge? Today, we
will see that the Redemption that Jesus won on the cross was not only forgiveness of our
personal sins but the grace to overcome and heal the terrible injustices to people and to our
environment caused by our sin. We are called by His grace, to do what we can to be healers
for a broken world.

February Food Drive
24th & 25th
Please place your non-perishable items
in the containers inside the Church.
Some suggested items:
CANNED MEATS, FRUIT, VEGETABLES, BEANS, CEREAL, COFFEE, TEA,
RICE, MACARONI, INSTANT POTATOES, SPAGHETTI SAUCE,
PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY Financial donations welcome.
Win a 2018 Jaguar XE or 25,0000 cash in the
Clearwater Central Catholic High School raffle sponsored by Crown Jaguar.
Drawing is March 17th at the their annual gala—need not be present.
Tickets are $25 each or 5 for $100. Proceeds go to enhancements
to academic and co-curricular programs.
Visit ccchs.org or cal 727-539-5652 for more information.

SCHOOL NEWS
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Guardian Angels School
is now accepting applications for 2018-2019.
Interested parents may pick up applications for
enrollment in the parish office during regular
office hours. If you wish to schedule a tour of
the school contact Mary Stalzer at
mstalzer@gacsfl.com. Visit our school and see
why providing a Catholic education
is the best choice for your child.

Our Early Childhood Center
offers a half day program - 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily,
with before care and after care extending the day
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed.
Our two, three, four, and five year olds are
given opportunities to develop spiritually, physically,
emotionally, and intellectually.
Call the Early Childhood Center
to schedule a tour (727) 937-5427.

Wienhusen Scholarships
for Catholic Education are available for St. Ignatius Families.
St. Ignatius will once more be offering the Wienhusen Scholarships for children to attend Catholic
Grade or High School. These scholarships can give up to $3,000 per child per year of tuition support
for Catholic Grade School and up to $5,000 for Catholic High School.
Please note, if your family received a Wienhusen Scholarship for the 2017-2018 year, you still
need to apply for a scholarship for the 2018-2019 school year.
Last year over $85,000 was given to families to supplement their tuition payments. Hopefully the same
amount of total funds will be available this year.
Stop by the parish office for new forms and the procedure, directions and guidelines.
All registrations must be completed and received by April 1st to qualify.

COME SHARE YOUR TIME, GIFTS & TALENT
Ushers needed at all the Masses.
Ushers are St. Ignatius’ ministers of hospitality
who welcome the people at Mass, seat people,
take collection and hand out the bulletins.
Children in the fourth grade or older are
welcome to be ushers at the 9 a.m. Children’s
Mass. Adult Ushers serve at all other Masses.
If you are interested or want more information
please call the parish office at 727-937-4050.

Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist
Are you an EME?
Would you please consider bringing
Holy Communion to Brookdale ALF
on Thursday mornings?
If you are interested or want more information
please call Laura at 727-937-4050 ext.221

DATE

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, February 17

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 18
Genesis 9:8-15
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:12-15

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Monday, February 19
Leviticus 19:1-18
Matthew 25:31-46

6:45 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, February 20
Isaiah 55:10-11
Matthew 6:7-15

6:45 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, February 21
St. Peter Damian
Jonah 3:1-10
Luke 11:29-32

6:45 a.m.

First Sunday of Lent

Thursday, February 22
The Chair of St. Peter
1 Peter 5:1-4
Matthew 16:13-19

+ Patricia Wawro
+ Bill Seitter
+ Huguette Paquin
For the People of Our Parish
+ William Athanasulis
For Spanish Speaking of our Parish
For the Teens of Our Parish
+ Anna O’Connor
+ Jan Gromadzki
+ Patrick Murray
+ Joseph Pierzynowski
+ Peggy Baldwin
+ Jeff Shaw
+ Robert Ramsdell

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

For Vocations to the Priesthood
& Religious Life
+ John Van Osdol, Jr
+ Pasquale Rotondi

6:45 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Thomas McPartland
+ Elaine Wicker
+ Charles & Katherine Federice

Friday, February 23
St. Polycarp
Ezekiel 18:21-28
Matthew 5:20-26

6:45 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Natalie DiPilla
+ Jack Neneman
+ Joseph A. D’Ippolito

Saturday, February 24
Deuteronomy 26:16-19
Matthew 5:43-48

9:00 a.m.

+ Mark Dillon

Saturday, February 24

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ John & Verna Yankauskas
+ Alan Nahory

Sunday, February 25

Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 22:1-18
Romans 8:31-34
Mark 9:2-10

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

EVENTS

+ Douglas Delnet
For the People of Our Parish
+ Deceased Members of
The Tronio Family
For Spanish Speaking of our Parish
Special Intentions of
Michael & Margaret Balbatun

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Pancake Breakfast in the hall
Faith Formation in classrooms
Family & Faith in the hall
Journey to the Cross Rehearsal
Life Night after Mass

Parish Office & Early Childhood Center
Closed in observance President’s Day

6:30 p.m.

Faith Formation Classes

6:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ in the hall
9:30 a.m. Mother’s Morning Out c8
10:00 a.m. Lectio Divina c2,3
5:00 p.m. Children’s Choir in Church
6:30 p.m. Faith Formation Classes
7:00 p.m. Adult Confirmation Class in hall
7:00 p.m. Inactive Catholics in Dcn John’s Office
9:30 a.m.
Mother’s Morning Out c8
10:20 a.m.
Book of Revelation c2,3
6:30Parish
p.m. Offices
Book Close
of Revelation
at Noonc6
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir in the Church
7:00 p.m. Respect Life Ministry Seminar
presenting BACA - in the hall
9:30 a.m. Stations of the Cross at the Church
4:00 p.m.Parish
Friday
Night
Fish Fry in the hall
Offices
Closed
6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross at the Church
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1142 c7
7:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1124 c6
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts c2,3,4
7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts c8-12
7:00 p.m. Edge in the Youth House
10:30 a.m.

Anointing of the Sick Mass
in the Church

Food Pantry Drive this Weekend
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Donuts in the hall
Faith Formation in classrooms
Journey to the Cross Rehearsal
Confirmation Classes
Life Night after Mass

St. Ignatius will send you a donation statement for your contributions for the year 2017
to the Church if requested. Drop off request or email your request to kcreamer@ignatius.net.

