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The sign of God’s power is the cross.
The Son of Man is lifted up so that everyone
who believes in Him may have eternal life.
Jesus died for us to restore us to God’s intended place
for mankind in the order of creation.
At the same time, the cross is the sign of contradiction.
Christ, put to death, is in control of the universe.
What appears as defeat is really victory because the
sacrifice of Christ initiates the reign of God.
At His weakest, Jesus is the strongest. God is in control.
He turns defeat into victory
for those with a living faith in Him.

Mary Caesar
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PARISH WEBSITE
www.st.ignatius.net
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Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Carl Melchior at 345-3338
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God Is In Control
The historian who wrote the Second Book of Chronicles, from which our first reading for
today comes, looked back at the Babylonian Captivity and saw the hand of God. The Jewish
people had practiced infidelity after infidelity, abomination after abomination. The prophets
had been persecuted or ignored. Finally, God permitted a foreign people, the Babylonians, to
conquer Judah, sack Jerusalem, and destroy the Temple. The vast majority of the people were
deported into slavery in Babylon. They were marched across the desert bound together with
rings through their noses. A good time was not had by all. This all happened in 588 B.C.
In Babylon the Hebrew people were completely powerless. The prophets had told
them that God was only punishing them for a while, and then they would be freed to return
home. It seemed to be an impossible situation. The Babylonians were certainly not going to let
them go. The Jews had no way of rebelling. How could it happen that they could return to
Jerusalem? Nothing changed for 60 years. But then God worked His wonders. The Babylonians
were conquered by their Northern neighbors, the Persians. According to the Chronicler, Cyrus,
King of Persia, saw his conquests as gifts from God. He therefore immediately released the
Jewish people so they could return to their land to rebuild the Temple to God in Jerusalem
and thank their God for King Cyrus.
Throughout this whole account there is no doubt in the Chronicler's mind that God is
in control of the world and of His people. This same thought is reflected in the 2nd reading for
today from Paul's Letter to the Ephesians. "God has made us His handiwork," St. Paul says. He has
given us a place in the heavens. He has created us in Christ "to lead the life of good deeds which
He has prepared for us in advance." Nothing is outside of God's grasp and power. He who is in
control of the universe has called us to join Him in His recreation of the world in Christ Jesus.
Keeping this in mind we can understand the significance of the gospel proclamation.
God has sent His Son who will be raised up so that those who look upon Him with faith may
have eternal life. The sign of their faith is that they will do their deeds in the light.
The sign of God’s power is the cross. The Son of Man is lifted up so that everyone who
believes in Him may have eternal life. Jesus died for us to restore us to God’s intended place
for mankind in the order of creation. At the same time, the cross is the sign of contradiction.
Christ, put to death, is in control of the universe. What appears as defeat is really victory
because the sacrifice of Christ initiates the reign of God. At His weakest, Jesus is the strongest.
God is in control. He turns defeat into victory for those with a living faith in Him.
We need to recognize this in our own struggles in life. When in our weakness, we are
united to Christ's cross, we are at our strongest. We may be full of pain. Perhaps we have lost
a loved one. A son, daughter, brother, sister, mother or father, grandmother or grandfather
dies. The grief comes upon us in waves. One minute we are numb, the next we are beyond
consolation. But through it all we do believe in God. We call upon Him. We give Him our pain.
And eventually we realize that He is carrying us through our sorrows. Our grief has become our
prayer. Through it all, we have become stronger. All because we let God take control.

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Maybe, we have had a terrible disappointment. A job we thought was untouchable
comes to a sudden end. The college we had our heart set on does not accept us, or is more
than our family can afford. We realize that a person we thought was a friend was really just
using us. A relationship comes to an end, a marriage, a deep relationship of love, or a friendship we have valued over the years. Perhaps life is not turning out the way we expected.
Saint Mother Theresa once said, “If you want to give God a good laugh, tell Him your plans.”
It is easy to be disappointed in the world, in our lives, and particularly in ourselves.
We have a choice, though. We can wallow in our grief, or we can take a huge step of faith
and just ask God to make sense out of what appears to be nonsense. We let Him take control.
And He does.
Life is too difficult to handle alone. We need help. All of us. He doesn’t want us to be
in grief. He wants to heal us with His Love. We have Him. We need to trust in Him. Through
it all God will take control.
When we are convinced that we can't handle things by ourselves and call upon God for
help, we are at our strongest. Now we appreciate our need for Him in our lives. When we put
all in His hands and act according to our consciences, even though this may be difficult and
painful, then in our weakness we are strong.
God is in control. We have to tell ourselves that over and over. If only we would
allow Him to be our strength, then nothing can defeat us. Not even the worse cross we could
imagine can destroy His Love in our lives.
Today we pray that we might trust in God to be strength in our weakness.
Yours in Christ,

This Weekend is our Catholic Relief Services Collection
Your Donations Go to:
...Feed Jesus’ hunger in suffering refugees.
...Give water to quench Jesus’ thirst in the people of Syria and Niger.
...Offer legal assistance to Jesus in struggling immigrants.
...Reach out to comfort Jesus’ loneliness in isolated workers.
...Advocate on behalf of Jesus in the poor and marginalized.
...Send aid to Jesus in the victims of natural disasters.
You can find collection envelopes
in your bi-monthly envelope packet
or on the courtesy desk in the Church.

EVENTS THIS WEEK
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Donuts in the hall
The Scouts will be offering
Donuts and Coffee
after the Sunday 9 a.m. Mass.

Faith Formation
This Sunday:

10:00 a.m. All classes meet
in classrooms
10:15 a.m. Family & Faith Centers
in hall

This Tuesday & Wednesday:
6:30 p.m. All classes meet in classrooms

Life Teen Life Night
Following Sunday’s Life Teen Mass,
all high school teens are invited to
come to the hall for food, fun,
exciting presentations and experiences.

Rosary Makers
Monday mornings from 9:30 a.m. - noon
in the hall. All are Welcome.

If you're interested in becoming Catholic,
you are invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Come learn more about our beautiful faith.
Join us Monday evenings at 7 p.m.
in Office of Evangelization in the Life Center.
Flowers distributed this week at
Florida Hospital North Pinellas by
Caritas Volunteers...
were donated by Dorothy Ramsdell
in memory of her beloved son, Robert,
wishing him a Happy Birthday in heaven.

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited. Our group
meets Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall.
Coffee & Donuts are served. For more info
contact Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Lectio Divina–Divine Word
“The Gospel of the Holy Spirit” with
Deacon John meets Wednesdays at 10 a.m.
in rooms 2 and 3 of the Life Center.
(Coffee and snacks are served 9:45 a.m.)

Inactive Catholics
We welcome any Catholics who have
been inactive in the practice of their
Faith, for any reason, to our open-end
meetings. Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in
Deacon John’s office in the Life Center.

Book of Revelation
Deacon Sam’s Word in Action study on
the ‘Book of Revelation’ meets
Thursday mornings, at 10:20 a.m. &
Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m.
in rooms 2 & 3 of the Life Center.

Community Life Ministry’s
March Food Drive
17th & 18th
Please place your
non-perishable items
in the containers inside the Church.
Some suggested items:
CANNED MEATS, FRUIT, VEGETABLES,
BEANS, CEREAL, COFFEE, TEA,
RICE, MACARONI, INSTANT POTATOES,
SPAGHETTI SAUCE,
PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY

Financial donations welcome.

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Lenten Weekday Mass Times:
6:45 a.m., 7:30 a.m., & 9:00 a.m.

Lenten Guidelines: All those who are 14 and
over must abstain, that is, not eat meat on all
Fridays of Lent. All adults, ages 18 to 59 must
fast on Good Friday, that is, eat only one
full meal and not between meals.

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross every Friday in
the Church at 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.
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Lenten Fish Frys
FRIDAYS,
March 16th, from 4 - 7 p.m.
in the hall.
Dessert & beverage included.
Take Out Orders Available!
Come help your Knights Of Columbus
support your parish Ministries
and enjoy a delicious meal!

Women Council’s
SPRING Fashion Show & Luncheon
Saturday, March 17th at Noon in our hall!
PRESENTED BY JOEY’S BOUTIQUE
Raffle & Door Prizes! Tickets are $20 each and include:
Stuffed Chicken breast Salad, Potato, Vegetables, & Dessert
For Tickets, please call
Patti at 727-938-8510 or Jean at 727-543-5106
Ticket Deadline is March 13th!

Edge Car Wash
Saturday, March 17th 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
at Advance Auto Parts, 718 E Tarpon Ave.
The car wash is FREE. Any donations will
help send our EDGE middle school youth
on a retreat to Summer Camp
where they will be spiritually
nourished.
Thank you for your support.

Breakfast in the Hall
Knights of Columbus
will be serving Breakfast

March 18th
from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Come enjoy a
Full Breakfast or Lite.
From Pancakes & Eggs to Donut & coffee.

Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of our dearly departed,
especially for LINDA MAGILL & GILBERT EVANS
and for all those we hold in our heart who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.

CONSECRATION S
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33 Days to Morning Glory
Consecration to Jesus through Mary
Come join us for this retreat!
6 Sundays, from 1 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. in classrooms 2 & 3
March 18th, 25th, April 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th
Consecration Mass on May 6th.
Choose either the 11:30 a.m. Mass here at St. Ignatius or at the
3:00 p.m. Mass at the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle in St. Petersburg.
All materials for this retreat are provided. $5 Donation only.
If you have questions or would like to attend,
contact Terri at 727-773-5004 or at terristgeorge@gmail.com

Pope Francis Grants Indulgence to the Faithful during the
50th Anniversary of the Diocese of St. Petersburg
As with many jubilee years, Pope Francis has instructed that a special plenary indulgence be available
for the faithful throughout 2018 for the 50th Anniversary of the Diocese of St. Petersburg. The faithful
who commit to a complete detachment of sin may follow the steps below to receive this indulgence.
For Able– Bodied Catholics  Devoutly make a pilgrimage to the Cathedral in a spirit of contrition and love on
*May 6th 2018 at 3 p.m. for the Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary
*Another day during 2018 and set aside time for meditation, praying the Our Father,
the Creed and the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary
 Participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation - 20 days before or after visiting the cathedral
 Receive the Holy Eucharist - 20 days before or after visiting the cathedral
 Pray for the pope and for his intentions
For the Elderly, Confined and the Ill
 Join spiritually in the anniversary celebrations
 Participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation - 20 days before or after spiritually joining in
the anniversary celebration
 Receive the Holy Eucharist - 20 days before or after spiritually joining in the anniversary celebration
 Pray for the pope and for his intentions
 Offer prayers, sorrows and personal troubles to our merciful God

COME SHARE YOUR TIME, GIFTS & TALENT
Upper Pinellas Pregnancy Center
needs volunteers for
Tuesday evenings & Wednesday mornings
This is an outreach of our Church that provides
pregnancy testing, supportive counseling,
referrals, parenting classes and material assistance.
If you are interested or want more information
please call Nancy at 727-937-4304.

Ushers needed at all the Masses.
Ushers are St. Ignatius’ ministers of hospitality
who welcome the people at Mass, seat people,
take collection and hand out the bulletins.
Children in the fourth grade or older are
welcome to be ushers at the 9 a.m. Children’s
Mass. Adult Ushers serve at all other Masses.

PARISH NEWS
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Invest Today! Our FUTURE and PRESENT depend on it!
The teens of St. Ignatius are embarking on journeys (Steubenville Youth Conference, Hidden Lake, and Covecrest
Camps) this summer to strengthen and challenge themselves in their relationship with Jesus. All this costs money.
Nothing is free. This is an opportunity for you to help the young people directly in their faith experience.
Maybe you wanted to sponsor a teen, but couldn’t do it alone, or you wanted to give, but didn’t know how,
then this is for you. Invest today and purchase St. Ignatius Youth Stock.
The St. Ignatius Youth Stock are available at only $10.00 a share. You can purchase as many shares as you would
like. The money goes directly to offsetting the cost for the teens to attend their journeys.
A share holder receives:
1. Spiritual journey with the young people. (Newsletter)
2. A Shareholders certificate. (Proof, and something to show off to your friends)
3. Prayers offered for your intentions by the teens at our Edge and Life Nights.
Don’t think twice. This is an opportunity to invest and influence the church not just of today, but for tomorrow.
Prayerfully
consider this
simple way of being a part of the youth of St. Ignatius.
If you're interested
in becoming
Catholic,

youtoarepurchase
invited to
our
There are 3 ways
stock.
Rite
of
Christian
Initiation
of Adults.
1. Fill out request form below. Place
in an envelope marked “St. Ignatius Youth Stock” and place your form
Come
learn
moreinabout
our beautiful
and
payment
the collection
basket.faith.
2. us
FillMonday
out request
form below
and bring
it to the
Join
evenings
at 7 p.m.
in Office
of parish office with your payment during regular office hours.
(Mon.-Fri.
9:00amintothe
4:00pm)
Evangelization
Life Center.
3. Return to the Young person who has invited you to share in their experience.
For questions contact Bart Kovacic at 727-251-2476 or Jennifer McIlveen at 727-492-8652.
Make Checks Payable to St. Ignatius Catholic Church.
Name: _________________________________________ Phone: ________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________ Zip:__________
Email:_______________________________
Number of Shares: ________
Name of Youth or "any" you would like to sponsor____________________________________________

Pavers!!!
We are taking orders for pavers
for outside the Church’s
main entrance.
Commemorate a special family event,
a Sacrament milestone, someone’s
military service,
Children/grandchildren’s
names & birthdates,
to honor a loved one –living or deceased,
or quote a favorite Scripture verse.
Order forms are located on the courtesy desk or
forms can be downloaded from the link
provided on our parish website.
Order Deadline is March 31st.

Choir Rehearsals
Wednesday: 5:00 p.m. Children’s Choir
Thursday: 7:00 p.m. Adult Choir

Bethany Book Shoppe
First Communion, Confirmation,
Wedding Gifts and More…
Sundays 8:30 a.m.—11 a.m.
Tuesdays 9:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
Next to Fr. John LaTondress Chapel
St. Ignatius will send you a donation statement
for your contributions for the year 2017
to the Church if requested. Drop off request or
email your request to kcreamer@ignatius.net.

SCHOOL NEWS
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Our Early Childhood Center
offers a half day program - 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily, with before care and after care
extending the day from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed. Our two, three, four, and five year olds
are given opportunities to develop spiritually, physically, emotionally, and intellectually.
Call the Early Childhood Center to schedule a tour (727) 937-5427.

Mother’s Morning Out
Our Early Childhood Center provides Mother’s Morning Out on
Wednesdays & Thursdays in room 8from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. of the Life Center.
$10 per visit or 6 for $50 for ages 1 and walking to age 36 months. Questions?
Contact the Early Childhood Center at 937-5427.

Guardian Angels School
is now accepting applications for 2018-2019.
Interested parents may pick up applications for enrollment in the parish
office during regular office hours. If you wish to schedule a tour of the
school contact Mary Stalzer at mstalzer@gacsfl.com.
Visit our school and see why providing
a Catholic education is the best choice for your child.

Save your Box Top Labels
Guardian Angels School is collecting box top labels.
Please place your box tops on the courtesy desk in the Church.
Thank you!

Wienhusen Scholarships Deadline Approaching
for Catholic Education are available for St. Ignatius Families.
St. Ignatius will once more be offering the Wienhusen Scholarships for children
to attend Catholic Grade or High School.
These scholarships can give up to $3,000 per child per year of tuition support
for Catholic Grade School and up to $5,000 for Catholic High School.
Please note, if your family received a Wienhusen Scholarship for the 2017-2018 year,
you still need to apply for a scholarship for the 2018-2019 school year.
Last year over $85,000 was given to families to supplement their tuition payments.
Hopefully the same amount of total funds will be available this year.
Stop by the parish office for new forms and the procedure, directions and guidelines.

All registrations must be completed and received by April 1st to qualify.

DATE
Saturday, March 10

MASS INTENTIONS
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ Henry Pellegrino
+ Rosemary Brosnan

2 Chronicles 36:14-23
Ephesians 2:4-10
John 3:14-21

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Monday, March 12
Isiah 65:17-21
John 4:43-54

6:45 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Gil Evans
Geraldine Milosch
+ Lynn A. Lumenti

Tuesday, March 13
Ezekiel 47:1-12
John 5:1-16

6:45 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Gary Davis
+ Darren Owen
+ Anthony Nunziata &
Andrew Golji
+ Joel Cavalier

Sunday, March 11

Fourth Sunday of Lent

10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, March 14
Isiah 49:8-15
John 5:17-30

Thursday, March 15
Exodus 32:7-14
John 5:31-47

Friday, March 16
Wisdom 2:1-22
John 7:1-30

6:45 a.m.

+ Eva Marchand
For the People of Our Parish
+ Salvatore Barbaro
For Spanish Speaking of Our Parish
For the Teens of Our Area

9:00 a.m.

For Vocations to the Priesthood
& Religious Life
Special Intentions of
Claire Edmiston
+ Robert & Bob Carley

6:45 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Patrick Fitzpatrick
+ David Brown
+ Bernie Gondek

7:30 a.m.

6:45 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Hilda Suckman
+ Rhonda Fernandez
+ Frank Santanello

9:00 a.m.

Special Intentions of
Carlos Navarro

Saturday, March 17

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ Jack Sawyer
+ Jon & Ananicz Bronislawa

Sunday, March 18

7:30 a.m.

Jerimiah 31:31-34
Hebrews 5:7-9
John 12:20-33

9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Special Intentions of
Emily Edmiston
For the People of Our Parish
+ Steve Boccuzzi
For Spanish Speaking of Our Parish
Special Intentions of Andy Bajkor

Saturday, March 17
St. Patrick
Jerimiah 11:18-20
John 7:40-53

Fifth Sunday of Lent

EVENTS
Daylight Saving Time!
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Donuts in the hall
Faith Formation in classrooms
Family & Faith Centers in hall
Journey to the Cross Rehearsal
Life Night after Mass

9:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Crafts & Rosary Makers in hall
Scout Leader Meetings c7,8,9,10
Spanish Community Group c6
RCIA Chapel, hall, c2,3,

6:30 p.m.

Faith Formation Classes

6:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ in the hall
9:30 a.m. Mother’s Morning Out c8
10:00 a.m. Lectio Divina c2,3
5:00 p.m. Children’s Choir in Church
6:30 p.m. Faith Formation Classes
7:00 p.m. Adult Confirmation Class in hall
7:00 p.m. Inactive Catholics in Dcn John’s Office
9:30Parish
a.m. Offices
Mother’s
Morning
Out c8
Close
at Noon
10:20 a.m.
Book of Revelation c2,3
5:00 p.m.
Polish School Math Meet c6-12
6:30 p.m.
Book of Revelation c6
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir in the Church
7:00 a.m. Early Learning Coalition c2-12
OfficesofClosed
9:30 a.m.Parish
Stations
the Cross at the Church
4:00 p.m. Friday Night Fish Fry in hall
6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross at the Church
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1142 c7
7:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1124 c6
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts c2,3,4
7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts c8-12
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Polish School c7-12
Car Wash at Advance Auto Parts
Women’s Council’s Fashion Show
& Luncheon in the hall

Food Pantry Drive this Weekend
8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Breakfast in the hall
Faith Formation in classrooms
Baptismal Faith Centers in hall
33 Days to Morning Glory c2,3
Journey to the Cross Rehearsal
Confirmation Classes
Life Night after Mass

