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At peace, at prayer,
He is transformed,
transfigured,
into a state
that reflects the glory of God.
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Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Carl Melchior at 345-3338
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On Being Transfigured
There are objects and people in our lives that we have become so accustomed to that we take them for
granted. For example, we are so used to electricity that we assume that everything in our homes will always have the
necessary power. And then a hurricane hits. And we lose power for hours. The refrigerator doesn’t work. You can’t
cook anything unless you have an outdoor grill, not really useful in a rain storm. The air conditioner isn’t working,
and it’s getting hot in the house. Worst still, there’s no TV, God forbid! The same thing with relationships. We are so
accustomed to our loved ones always being at home that we enter into a bit of a shock when a child goes to college.
Or far worse, someone we care for dies. Then we really feel rotten for taking their presence for granted.
Perhaps, we do this regarding our church. We are so used to coming into the Church that we tend to forget
that we are coming before a special presence of God, the Sacred Presence of the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. We
take it for granted that Jesus is there with us, but we are so used to His Sacramental Presence, that we don’t give this
Presence the reverence it deserves. Maybe we are so bound in the physical world that we overlook the reality of the
spiritual.
Today’s readings help us to refocus on the spiritual in our lives, to refocus on the mystical. The mystery
of God has entered human history in the covenant God made with this wandering Armenian, Abram, whom He
now names Abraham. St. Paul tells the Philippians that they should not be like the Pharisees who are so concerned
with Jewish dietary laws that “Their God is their belly,” and so proud of their circumcision that “their glory is in a
shameful part of their body.” The problem was that they were not allowing mystery, the mystical, to enter their lives.
"Our citizenship is in heaven," St. Paul says. The spiritual is what matters. We have to allow God to transform our
minds by His spiritual reality. We cannot allow ourselves to be reduced to a mere external following of physical laws.
The spiritual must reign. The spiritual must transform the world.
We come upon Jesus at prayer on the Mountain. Even though the Transfiguration is presented in all three
of the Synoptic Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke, only Luke begins the account with the Lord at prayer. This is
significant. The Lord is opening Himself to the presence of the Father. At peace, at prayer, He is transformed,
transfigured, into a state that reflects the glory of God. Moses and Elijah appear. They also are radiant, reflecting the
glory of God. Moses, the representative of the Books of the Law, Elijah, representing the Books of the Prophets,
come to speak to Jesus, the very Word of God. They are speaking of God's plan for His people, the conquest of the
spiritual. Of course, the disciples, Peter, James and John, don't understand this. They are still looking for a physical
kingdom. The spiritual is beyond them. The voice in the cloud is meant for them and us: "This is my Beloved Son,
Listen to Him."
God wants to transform the world. He has established the Kingdom of the Spirit and called us as the
new Chosen People. Following Him does not mean merely performing certain external actions, like not eating
pork or being circumcised, or simply coming to Church, showing up to get married, having our children baptized,
receive communion or be confirmed. Following God means entering a spiritual, mystical relationship with Him,
a relationship that is present through our daily duties as well as when we are together at prayer.
We have to nourish our spiritual lives, our relationship to God. We have to feed our spiritual life the food
of union with God. The spiritual must conquer in our lives. If we become spiritual, then we can fulfill the call to
evangelize the world.
This is exhibited in a story about a meeting of leading African catechists who were discussing how best
to spread the Gospel. Various methods were suggested running from literature to videos to radio announcements.
Finally a young woman arose. She said, "When we judge that a village is ready for the Lord Jesus, the first people we
send in are a devout, determined Christian family. It is their lives that will inspire the villagers to think seriously
about becoming Christian. They are better than a hundred books or videos or radio announcements. Then she used
this expression: She said “They will be the keyhole through which others will peer to see the Lord Christ. To spread
the Church, Christians must not so much promote as attract.” The woman's views carried the day.
This is what the Missionaries of St. Thomas do in India. We were blessed to have had Missionaries of St.
Thomas here serving our parish and still up at Our Lady Queen of Peace in New Port Richey. Their main ministry is
to go into a village or town where they are the only Catholics or Christians. They serve the people for generations,

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
until finally, the people, perhaps the grandchildren of the people there when the first Christians arrived,
decide to become Catholic. Soon after this the whole village becomes Catholic. The presence of Christ in
others attracts them to faith.
We all need to be less concerned with devising ways for people to hear about the faith and more
concerned living the faith in a way that attracts people to the faith. We can only do this through the power
of the Holy Spirit working in us. The Holy Spirit is the Mystical Power of God. This Holy Mystery is a Holy
Magnet. "This is my Beloved Son, listen to Him," the Sacred Voice calls out from heaven. God's plan is that
we share in the Glory of the Lord and that we share the Glory of the Lord. We have to be people of mystery.
We have to be people of prayer. This is how we can listen to Him. We have to have a prayer life. We have to
respond to His message in our hearts. We have to listen. We have to grow. He is transforming the world. He
is transforming us.
On the Second Sunday of Lent we consider the way we are following the Lord. Do we allow ourselves
to be exposed to the spiritual? Do we pray, really pray? Do we allow the spiritual to become real in our lives?
Are we allowing God's plan to take effect in our world? Are we living as citizens of heaven, or is our glory the
mere external following of our religion? If someone were to ask any of us, “What exactly is a Catholic?” in what
terms would we form our answer? If we were to answer the question in terms of religious practices, such as
“a Catholic is a person who goes to Church on Sundays, receives the sacraments, says the Rosary, etc,” we
would be giving far too much importance to what we do and not enough importance to what God is doing.
However, if we were to answer the question, “What is a Catholic?” in terms of what God does, if we were to
say, “A Catholic is someone united to God in such a way that others experience the Mystery of God working in
Him,” then it is God and His works that are the essence of lives. Few people are drawn to Catholicism because
they want to do the things that Catholics do. People are drawn to Catholicism because they want to experience
God as Catholics experience Him.
Spiritually alive, living with God, united in the Holy Spirit, we can become the Divine Magnet for the
world.
We began today’s Gospel with Jesus at prayer, in union with the Father, entering into the mystery of
His Being. He is transfigured. The disciples call out, “It is good for us to be here.” Yes it is. It is good for all of
us to be here in the presence of the Lord. We also are called into the mystery of our being, the depth of who
we are, where physical and spiritual unite. We are called into our depth, into union with the Holy Spirit so
others might say, “It is good for us to be here.”
Transform us Lord. Transfigure us, Lord. You want the spiritual to be real in our lives. You knock on the door of our
hearts. Help us to let You in. Help us to fight for the reign of the spiritual, the mystical. Help us to be vehicles of your presence.
Yours in Christ,

Lenten Weekday Mass Times:
7:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m.

Stations of the Cross:
Come join us as we say the Stations of the Cross
every Friday in the Church at 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Lenten Guidelines:
All those who are 14 and over must abstain, that is,
not eat meat on all the Fridays. All adults, ages 18 to 59 must fast on Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday, that is, eat only one full meal and not between meals.
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Bethany Gift Shop

Life Teen

Store Hours: Sundays 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Tuesdays 9:45 - 12 p.m.
Check out our First Communion, Confirmation
& Wedding gift selection.

Following Sunday’s Life Teen Mass,
all high school teens are invited
to come to the HALL
for food, fun,
exciting presentations and experiences.

Breakfast in the Hall
Knights of Columbus will be serving a
St. Patrick's Day Breakfast
March 17th from 8 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Come enjoy a Full or Lite Breakfast
from Pancakes & Eggs to Donuts & coffee.
Biscuits & Gravy too!!!

Faith Formation
This Sunday:
10:00 a.m. All classes meet
Tuesday & Wednesday:
6:30 p.m. 6th, 7th & 8th Grade meet

Rosary Makers
Rosary Makers meet
every Monday morning
from 9:30 a.m. - noon in the hall.
All are Welcome to join in.

Deacon John’s Class
Mondays in room 7 at 10 a.m.
Come learn how to pray the Word of God,
how to have a conversation with God.
St. John reminds us that genuine love
means not that we love God, but that God
first loves us. Coffee will be served.
One does not have to attend all sessions.
Donation enrollment is $10 to cover materials.

St. Ignatius’ Lenten Mission - Monday thru Wednesday
March 18th, March 19th, and March 20th at 7 p.m.
Our presider this year is Joe Farris. For the last 20 years Joe has been leading missions of
hope and inspiration all over the country.
ALL ARE WELCOME!
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 9:45 a.m. Joe will speak on the Communion of the Saints.
Monday’s Mission Talk - "Restore: The Adventure of True Freedom"
Tuesday’s Mission Talk - "Unpredictable: An Encounter with Love"
Wednesday’s Mission Talk - "Reconnect: The Solution for a Disconnected World"

St. Iggy’s Kids’ Mission - Ages Pre K through 5th grade
March 18th, March 19th & 20th at 6:30 p.m. in the hall.
Come join us for our one of a kind Kids’ Mission - it’s all about how Jesus Loves You!!!
Even though you do wrong - Even when you don’t understand Even when you’re afraid - Jesus Loves You!!!
Join us for some bible adventures, praise, worship, arts, crafts, science, games & snacks,
while your parents attend the Adult Mission.
Babysitting provided for 1 year olds to 3 year olds.
Sponsored by Children and Youth Faith Formation Ministry.
Contact Fran at 937-4050 ext.220 /fmorin@ignatius.net or Marie at 937-4050 ext.223 /mday@ignatius.net
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Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited on
Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall.
For more info contact
Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Patriotic Rosary
Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary on
Wednesday mornings after the 9 a.m. Mass.
We will meet in the Chapel this week.

Deacon Sam’s Class
Come learn ‘The Bible Time Line’
Class meets every Thursday
at either 10:30 a.m. or at 6:30 p.m.

Women’s Council
All ladies of the parish are invited to
attend our monthly meeting and
potluck luncheon
on Thursday, March 21st
beginning with the Rosary in the Chapel at 11:30 a.m.
Parishioner and author, Angela Pisaturo, will speak
on Bipolar Disorder, and how God healed
a mother/daughter relationship at the 11th hour.
Drop off food in the kitchen before the rosary.
A-B Meat; C-D Pasta/Potatoes/Rice; E-M Salad;
N-R Veggies; S-T Desserts; U-Z Meat too!
Please bring an item for the church food pantry.

Women’s Council’s
LENTEN RETREAT
Fr. John Lipscomb will lead our special retreat which
will focus on preparing ourselves for Holy Week,
and enhancing our Easter Celebration on
Thursday, April 4th at Bethany Center at 9 a.m.
Meet at 7:45 a.m. at St. Ignatius for carpooling.
The day concludes with Mass at 3 p.m.
Cost is $26, which includes a continental breakfast
and lunch. All ladies of the parish are invited!
Call Jean at (727)543-5106 by March 20 to RSVP.

Edge Youth Ministry
All Middle School Youth are Invited!
This Thursday we meet in the Youth House!
from 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Fr. Kevin’s Class
The Study of Religion.
Classes meet Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
rooms 2 & 3 of the Life Center.

Knights of Columbus
General Meeting in the Hall!
Thursday, March 21st at 7 p.m.
All members are encouraged to attend!

Lenten Fish Fry
Join us Fridays,
March 22nd, & April 12th
from 4 - 7 p.m. in the hall.
Dessert & beverage included.
Take Out Orders Available!
Come help your Knights Of Columbus support
your parish Ministries and enjoy a delicious meal!

Scouts
Boy, Cub & Girl Scouts
meet every Friday evening in
the classrooms of the Life Center.

Confirmation Retreat
Saturday, March 23rd
in the Parish Hall
& All Classrooms
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Confirmation is
Friday, March 29th at 7 p.m.
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DEADLINE
APPROACHING!!!

Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of our dearly
departed, especially for
JIM O’CONNOR, PAUL MALLERY
ELLIOTT WAKEHAM
& DONALD QUEST

and for all those we hold in our heart
who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.

Thank You!!!
March 31st is our Diocese’s
Catholic Relief Services Collection
Your Donations Go to:
...Feed Jesus’ hunger in suffering refugees.
...Give water to quench Jesus’ thirst in the people
of Syria and Niger.
...Offer legal assistance to Jesus in struggling
immigrants.
...Reach out to comfort Jesus’ loneliness in isolated
workers.
...Advocate on behalf of Jesus for the poor and
marginalized.
...Send aid to Jesus in the victims of natural
disasters.
You can find collection
envelopes in your bi-monthly
envelope packet or on the
courtesy desk in the Church.

Wienhusen Scholarships
for Catholic Education are available
for St. Ignatius Families.
We will once more be offering the Wienhusen
Scholarships for children to attend Catholic Grade
or High School. These scholarships can give up to
$3,000 per child per year of tuition support
for Catholic Grade School and
up to $5,000 for Catholic High School.
If your family received this Scholarship last year,
you still need to apply for a scholarship for the
2019-2020 school year. Stop by the parish office for
guidelines, forms and the online procedure.

All registrations must be completed
and
received by FACTS before
April 1st to qualify.

Thank You!!!
A Big THANK YOU to
all who shared a PINT at
our Blood Drive last weekend!!!

PLEASE NOTE STARTING DATE CHANGE!!!
Pope Francis’ encyclical letter,
Laudato Si’:
On Care For Our Common Home.
Presented by Anne Harman
Beginning Wednesday, March 27th
from 6:30 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. in the Church.
Join prayer, song, and reading. We
conclude with concrete suggestions on ways we can
individually incorporate this teaching into our lives.
All are welcome.
The encyclical can be located at the Vatican Website at
http://tinyurl.com/o6sowft
There is a pdf version at this site that is easy to print.
If you cannot print the document see Anne she will have a
few available after Mass this weekend and at
the first meeting.

Perpetual Adoration
Monday, March 25th
at 7 p.m. in the hall,
come and learn of our
parish’s plans to bring
Perpetual Adoration
to St. Ignatius.
Learn how this devotion has changed lives,
families, parishes and the world.
We wish to see how many people are
interested in participating in spending
an hour a week
in this special adoration of Jesus
in the Blessed Sacrament.
Questions can be emailed to
realpresence247@gmail.com
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Upcoming LENTEN Events:
40 Hours of Adoration:
Thursday, April 4th beginning at 7 a.m. through Friday, April 5th at 11 p.m.
What is 40 Hours of Adoration?
The practice of Forty Hours Devotion began in northern Italy and spread rapidly
throughout Europe in the 1550’s. St. Philip Neri (who brought the practice to Rome)
and St. Ignatius of Loyola are credited with the raising and popularity of this devotion
to the Real Presence of Jesus in the Sacred Host being exposed for Adoration Prayer.
The Second Vatican Council understands our devotion to the Living Eucharist both
within the Mass and outside the Mass as the “source and summit of the Christian Life.”
St. Francis de Sales calls it, “the sum of all spiritual exercises...the center of the Christian religion,
the heart of devotion and the soul of piety.”
*Both Hebrew and Christian Scripture intuit ‘40’ as a sacred period of time. Such as:
...In the time of Noah, it rained 40 days and 40 nights.
...The Israelites wandered the desert for 40 years before finding the promised land.
...Jesus fasted for 40 days in the desert before beginning His ministry.
...The 40 hour period from the time of Jesus’ burial until His Resurrection.
Since its inception, the 40 Hours Devotion’s thrust is to help nourish and deepen the love of God
in the Blessed Sacrament. Please sign the Adoration Commitment Book in front of the Church!

Palm Sunday Masses:

Saturday, April 13th at 4 p.m., & 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 14th at 7 a.m. (please note change), 9 a.m., 11:30 and 6 p.m.

Confessions:

Penance Service, Monday, April 15th at 7 p.m. in the Church
Extra Times- Monday, April 15th at 9:30 a.m., Tuesday, April 16th at 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
and Wednesday, April 17th at 9:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.

EASTER DECORATIONS Share in the enhancing of our Church at Easter time
as well as a memorial for your loved ones
-both living and deceased- by donating towards the
purchase of our Decorations.
If you would like to help decorate our Church,
you may do so by an offering of
$5 or more in memory of a loved one.
Flower envelopes can be found on the
courtesy desk in the Church.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 20th
at 9:00 a.m.
2 years - 3rd Grade
Meet in the parking lot by
Parish Life Center at 9:00 a.m.
The hunt begins exactly at 9:15 a.m.

Please Bring Your Easter Basket!
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Early Childhood Center

Guardian Angels School

We offer a half day program, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
A Wonderful STREAM program!
daily, with before care and after care extending Classrooms are filled with excellent, faithful
the day from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed.
teachers and staff working with our
Our two, three, four, and five year olds develop
precious students.
spiritually, physically, emotionally, and intellectually. Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Arts & Math
Call the Early Childhood Center to schedule
Now Accepting Applications for 2019-2020.
a tour (727) 937-5427.
Interested parents may pick up applications for
enrollment in the parish office. The completed
Early Childhood Centers’
application packet must be returned to
Mom’s Morning Out
Guardian Angels for processing.
Wednesdays & Thursdays
in room 8 of the Life Center
Guardian Angels School is collecting
from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Box Top Labels. Please place your labels in
$10 per visit or 6 for $50.
the marked box on the courtesy desk in the
Ages 1 and walking to 36 months.
Church. Thank You!

Invest Today!
Our FUTURE and PRESENT depend on it!
The teens of St. Ignatius are embarking on journeys (Life Teen
Leadership Conference, Steubenville Youth Conference, and Hidden
Lake Camps) this summer to strengthen and challenge themselves in their
relationship with Jesus. All this costs money. Nothing is free.
This is an opportunity for you to help the young people directly in their
faith experience. Maybe you wanted to sponsor a teen, but couldn’t do it alone, or you wanted to give, but
didn’t know how, then this is for you. Invest today and purchase St. Ignatius Youth Stock.
The St. Ignatius Youth Stock are available at only $10.00 a share. You can purchase as many shares as you
would like. The money goes directly to offsetting the cost for the teens to attend their journeys.
A share holder receives:
1. Spiritual journey newsletter,
2. A Shareholders certificate,
3. Prayers offered for your intentions by the teens at our Edge and Life Nights.
To purchase stock:
Fill out request form and payment. Place in an envelope marked “St. Ignatius Youth Stock” and
put in the collection basket, bring it to the parish office or give to the teen who has invited you to share
in their experience. It’s that simple. Get in on this life changing opportunity.
For questions contact Bart Kovacic at 727-251-2476 or Samantha Trapp at 727-772-3754.
If you prefer, mail form to: St. Ignatius Church, Attn: Bart Kovacic 715 E Orange St Tarpon Springs FL 34689
Make Checks Payable to St. Ignatius Catholic Church
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name: _________________________________ Phone: ________________________
Address:_______________________________________________
City____________________ Zip:__________ Email:_______________________________
Number of Shares: _____________
Name of Youth or "any" you would like to sponsor________________________

DATE
Saturday, March 16

MASS INTENTIONS
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sunday, March 17

Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 15:5-18
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 9:28-36

Monday, March 18
St. Cyril
Deuteronomy 9:4-10
Luke 6:36-38
Tuesday, March 19
St. Joseph
2 Samuel 7:4-16
Romans 4:13-22
Matthew 1:16-24

Wednesday, March 20
Jeremiah 18:18-20
Matthew 20:17-28

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

+ Deceased Members of
The Slater Family
+ Genevieve Northcutt
+ Annette Horak
For the People of Our Parish
+ Mary Williamson
+ Anna Carozza

Special Intentions of
Emily Edmiston
+ Ellen Greendale

+ Domenico Mastrandrea
+ Robert Rand
+ Arthur Ramsdell

EVENTS
Food Drive this Weekend
8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Bethany Book Store Open
8:00 a.m.
St. Patrick’s Breakfast in the hall
10:00 a.m. Faith Formation Classes
2:00 p.m. Journey to the Cross Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. Life Night after Mass in the hall
Early Childhood Center Closed
9:30 a.m.
Rosary Makers in the hall
10:00 am.
Deacon John’s class in room 7

6:30 p.m. St. Iggy’s Kid’s Mission in hall
7:00 p.m. Parish Mission in the Church
Early Childhood Center Closed
9:45 a.m. Patriotic Rosary in Chapel
9:45 a.m. - 12 p.m. Bethany Book Store Open
6:30 p.m. Faith Formation Classes

6:30 p.m. St. Iggy’s Kid’s Mission in hall
7:00 p.m. Parish Mission in the Church
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

For Vocations to the Priesthood
& Religious Life
For An End to Abortions

6:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Brothers in Christ in hall
Mom’s Morning Out room 8
Patriotic Rosary in the Chapel
Children’s Choir in Church
Faith Formation Classes

6:30 p.m. St. Iggy’s Kid’s Mission in hall
7:00 p.m. Parish Mission in the Church
Thursday, March 21
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Luke 16:19-31

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Anthony Roman
+ Michelle Romano

Friday, March 22
Genesis 37:3-28
Matthew 21:33-46

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Robert LaFerriere
+ J.B. Collings, Jr.

Saturday, March 23
Micah 7:14-20
Luke 15:1-32

9:00 a.m.

Special Intentions of
Leyla Jimenez

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ Jack Sawyer
+ Theresa Davis

Saturday, March 23
Sunday, March 24

Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 3:1-15
1 Corinthians 10:1-12
Luke 13:1-9

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Special Intentions of Patricia Ryan
For the People of Our Parish
+ Gloria Camp
+ Ingrid Capriotti

at Noon
9:30Parish
a.m. Offices
Mom’sClose
Morning
Out room 8
10:30 a.m. Deacon Sam’s Class in rooms 2,3
11:30 a.m. Women’s Council in the hall
6:00 p.m. Edge in the Youth House
6:00 p.m. Polish School Math Contest in 9-12
6:30 p.m. Deacon Sam’s Class in room 9
Offices
7:00 p.m.Parish
Adult
ChoirClosed
Rehearsal in Church
7:00 p.m. Fr. Kevin’s Class in rooms 2, 3
7:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus in the hall
7:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Early Learning Coalition in all rooms
Stations of the Cross in the Church
Lenten Fish Fry in the hall
Stations of the Cross at the Church
Girl Scouts Troop 1142 c6
Girl Scouts Troop 817 c7
Boy Scouts c2,3,4
Cub Scouts c8-12

9:00 a.m.

Confirmation Retreat
All rooms, hall, & Church

Food Pantry Drive this Weekend
8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Bethany Book Store Open
9:00 a.m. Donuts in the hall
10:00 a.m. Faith Formation Classes
2:00 p.m. Journey to the Cross Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. Life Night after Mass in the hall

