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When we focus on the Forgiving Father,
we recognize that the father was not concerned
with how he was offended,
he was concerned about his son who was lost,
lost from the father’s world.
We focus on the father’s joy at seeing his son
approaching and seeking forgiveness.
We are ecstatic that our Father
wants to restore us to His Love and forgives us
before we can even spit out our
“Bless me Father for I have sinned.”

Mary Stalzer, Principal
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Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Carl Melchior at 345-3338
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The Prodigal Son and Beyond
This Sunday we have the parable of the Prodigal Son, or, as it is sometimes called, the
Parable of the Forgiving Father. I have even heard the last part of the parable referred to as the
Parable of the Elder Brother.
When we call the parable the Prodigal Son, we focus on the younger brother. We consider
his sins, his memory of his life with the father whom he offended, and his decision to return back
to his father even if he were only to be treated as a servant instead of as a son. There are many,
many times, I’m sorry to say, that I have felt the way the prodigal son did on his journey back
home. Perhaps you have too. There are times that we all have recognized our sins, recognized
how happy we were before we got mired in our own selfishness, and decided to do all we can to
return to at least a small portion of that happiness. We are not seeking to be restored to mystic
ecstasy. We just want to be on our Father’s farm again, happy to be in His Presence, no matter
how limited that Presence might be. And then we are welcomed back with more love, more joy,
than we could have ever expected.
When we focus on the Forgiving Father, we recognize that the father was not concerned
with how he was offended, he was concerned about his son who was lost, lost from the father’s
world. We focus on the father’s joy at seeing his son approaching and seeking forgiveness. We are
ecstatic that our Father wants to restore us to His Love and forgives us before we can even spit
out our “Bless me Father for I have sinned.”
Our consideration of the Elder Brother usually leads us to recognize that the Father’s
forgiveness of the sinner has to be embraced by all. When we decide that someone should not be
restored to the Father’s love, we are in fact excluding ourselves from the Banquet of Love.
So, those are our normal themes. We can get deeper though. There is something sinister at
foot within us. There is a part of us that gives a bit of credibility to the other side. After all, the
younger son had a right to his inheritance. Was it really so wrong that he asked for it early? What
he did with it was his business. Or we might think that the elder son had a great point. He’s been
the good one, working to support his father. Why shouldn’t he be upset that his brother, who
caused his father so much pain, should return and be welcomed so warmly? There is a part of us,
squirreled away in some hidden hole of our brain, that in similar circumstances wants to say,
“Good riddance to bad rubbish.” We might even question the actions of the Father, thinking that
he caused the heartache by giving in to the brat. Now he was going overboard in welcoming him
home. Some part of us wants to say that real people would never do that. That’s the part of us
that thinks we have a right to hold a grudge.
Those thoughts occur to us to the degree that our commitment to Christ is weak. They
would not occur if we were totally sold out for the Lord. The parts of us that think that the
prodigal son had a right to demand his inheritance and do what he wanted with his money, are
those parts that don’t consider our own responsibility for the gifts of Love we have received from
the Lord. The prodigal son saw no obligation towards love or even justice and, as one of our
teenagers said, “He ditched his father.” When we decide it’s time to take care of “Number One,”
we are consumed by our own selfishness. But if we are grounded in the Lord, we will use
whatever gifts He has given us to praise Him with our lives. Our inheritance is Jesus Christ. He
gives us His Love so that we can give this love to others.

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Those parts of us that think the elder brother was correct are also those parts of us that are
not fully committed to Christ. Justice had been served. The elder brother still owned the rest of
the farm. “Whatever I have is yours,” the father told him. He wasn’t told to give a portion of his
share of the farm to his brother. He was just asked to welcome the sinner back into the family.
He couldn’t because he was not grounded in the Lord’s love. Nor are we when we become so
judgmental that we also exclude ourselves from the banquet of God’s love. For example, we might
have a good friend or a close relative who was gravely hurt by a spouse or a child. We hurt with
them. Then the offender returns and, to our dismay, is forgiven and welcomed back. We think,
“That is ridiculous.” “He did that to you and you are letting him back into your heart?” We
protest. Our friend says, “Can’t you just be happy for me?” But we won’t. And we remove
ourselves from the banquet of Christ’s joy.
Finally, the part of us that gives a little credence to the thought that the forgiving father
was all too forgiving, is that part of us that is so selfish it considers every action as it impacts on
ourselves. It takes courage and a commitment to Jesus Christ to say that my pain is not important.
The pain of others is what matters. That is what Jesus did on the Cross. That is what He calls us
to do when He says, “Follow me.”
Our God loves us. No sacred book other than the Bible proclaims the love of God or a
god for His people. The prophet Hosea predicted that the people would luxuriate in the Love of
God. And then Jesus came. His whole life was a statement of Love, love for the Father, love for
us. His death was a proclamation of this love. “Is this enough for you?” He asks the mystic Julian
of Norwich. He was saying, “If you need more, I will do more.” Of course, it is enough. We live
under the mercy of God, under the compassion of God. We live in the Love of Jesus Christ.
The parable of the Prodigal Son, Forgiving Father or Elder Brother, whatever, is calling
us to reflect on the depth of our own commitment to the Lord, and our own determination to
live His Love.
Yours in Christ,

Lenten Weekday Mass Times:
7:00 a.m. & 9:00 a.m.

Stations of the Cross:
Come join us as we say the Stations of the Cross
every Friday in the Church at 9:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Lenten Guidelines:
All those who are 14 and over must abstain, that is,
not eat meat on all the Fridays. All adults, ages 18 to 59 must fast on Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday, that is, eat only one full meal and not between meals.
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Catholic Relief Services
This Weekend is our
Diocese’s Catholic Relief
Services Collection
Your Donations Go to:
...Feed Jesus’ hunger in suffering refugees.
...Give water to quench Jesus’ thirst in Syria & Niger.
...Reach out to comfort Jesus’ loneliness in isolated
workers.
...Advocate on behalf of Jesus for the poor.
...Send aid to victims of natural disasters.
You can find collection envelopes in your bi-monthly
envelope packet or on the Church’s courtesy desk.

Bethany Gift Shop
Store Hours: Sundays 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Tuesdays 9:45 - 12 p.m.
Check out our First Communion,
Confirmation gift selection.

Donuts in the Hall
The Scouts will be offering
Donuts and Coffee
after the Sunday 9 a.m. Mass.

Faith Formation
This Sunday:
10:00 a.m. All classes meet
Tuesday & Wednesday:
6:30 p.m. 6th, 7th & 8th Grades
All classes meet

Life Teen
Following Sunday’s Life Teen Mass,
all high school teens are invited
to come to the HALL
for food, fun,
exciting presentations and experiences.

Rosary Makers
Rosary Makers meet
every Monday morning
from 9:30 a.m. - noon in the hall.
All are Welcome to join in.

Deacon John’s Class
Join Deacon John on
Mondays in room 7 at 10 a.m.
Come learn how to pray the
Word of God and
how to have a conversation with God.

Rite of Initiation
If you're interested in becoming Catholic,
you are invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m.
in the Office of Evangelization in the
Life Center or contact
Joshua
at 727-937-4050 ext. 224
or jstrope@ignatius.net

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited on
Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall.
For more info contact
Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Patriotic Rosary
Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary on
Wednesday mornings after the 9 a.m. Mass.

Choir Rehearsals
Children’s Choir- Wednesdays at 5 p.m.
Adult Choir- Thursdays at 7 p.m.
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Laudato Si’

Discernment of Spirits

Pope Francis’ encyclical letter,
Laudato Si’:
On Care For Our Common Home.
Wednesday, April 3rd & 10th
from 6:30 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. in the Church.
Join prayer, song, and reading.
We conclude with concrete suggestions on ways we
can incorporate this teaching into our lives.
All are welcome.
The encyclical can be located at the Vatican
Website at http://tinyurl.com/o6sowft
There is a pdf version at this site that is easy to print.
If you cannot print the document see Anne she will
have a few available after Mass this weekend.

The Discernment of Spirits: Talks based on
An Ignatian Guide for Everyday Living
by Fr. Timothy Gallagher, O.V.M.
14 ways to discover a new depth
in your relationship with God,
wherever you are in your journey!
Join us for 8 Thursday mornings
from 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon in room 2,
Beginning April 4th and ending May 30th.
There will be handouts, so reserve a spot
with Terri at 727-773-5004, text or call.

Adult Confirmation Class
For all those who have not received
Confirmation during 8th or 9th grades,
you are invited to participate in our
Adult Confirmation class.
It's never too late
to continue your Sacramental journey.
Join us this Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the
Evangelization Office. For further information,
please contact Joshua at
https://admin.myparishapp.com/#/event or at
jstrope@ignatius.net or at (727) 222-9231.

Comeback Catholics
Been away from the Church?
Update your spiritual journey!
Come join us You are welcome here!
We meet in the Life Center Office on
the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.
Or call Terri at 727-773-5004 or make an
appointment at Comeback@ignatius.net

Edge Youth Ministry
All Middle School Youth are Invited!
This Thursday we meet in the Youth House
from 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Fr. Kevin’s Class
The Study of Religion
Classes meet Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
rooms 2 & 3 of the Life Center.

Scouts
Boy, Cub & Girl Scouts
meet every Friday evening in
the classrooms of the Life Center.

Lay Carmelites
You may have a calling to the Third Order of
Carmel if you long to “taste in your heart and
experience in your mind the presence of God,
even in this life.” Our Lady Queen of Carmel
Lay Carmelite Community meets in room 6 on
the first Saturday of each month, after attending
the 9 a.m. Mass. If you would like to visit a
community meeting to learn more about the
Lay Carmelites, please contact Barbara Westcott
at bwest@pasco.org or 727-250-2270.

New Beginnings
The next meeting of our parish bereavement
support group will be held on
Saturday, April 6th at 10 a.m. in hall.
Our own Deacon Sam Moschetto will
be the speaker. All are welcome.
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Upcoming LENTEN Events:
40 Hours of Adoration:
Thursday, April 4th beginning at 7 a.m. through Friday, April 5th at 11 p.m.
This is a special 40 Hour period of continuous prayer made
before the Blessed Sacrament in solemn exposition.
The focus of this devotion is on Jesus present in the Living Eucharist.
As Catholics, the words of Our Lord burn in our hearts:
“ I Myself, am the living bread come down from heaven.
If anyone eats this bread, he shall live forever;
the bread that I will give is My flesh for the life of the world.” (Jn 6:51)
The 40 Hours of Adoration devotion is 500 years old, thanks to the efforts of St. Phillip Neri
and St. Ignatius of Loyola. For the past decade, it is our Annual Devotion during Lent.
Imagine if each family sent one representative to spend one hour to pray for their family, to pray for peace in
our world, to pray for those inactive Catholics in our families to come back to worshipping our loving Father.
Please sign the Adoration Commitment Book in front of the Church for one of the hours which begins
at 7 a.m., continues day and night, and ends with Benediction at 11 p.m. For those who come between
12 Midnight and 7 a.m. there will be a ‘Security’ Knight of Columbus member to be with you.
Msgr. Joe wants us to remember that we need at least two people for each Hour, both day and night.

Padre Pio Testimony
& Relic
Our Women’s Council Presents
St. Padre Pio Testimony & First Class Relic
from Adolfo Affatato, Foggia Italy,
a close friend and spiritual son
of Padre Pio for 15 years.
Join us Monday, April 29th at 7 p.m.
in the Church!
Come and meet the man
who knew Padre Pio personally
with a personal greeting reception
following the program in the hall.

Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of
our dearly departed, especially for
ADELINE CARA

and for all those we hold in our
hearts who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.

Lenten Fish Fry
Join us for our Final
Friday Fish Fry on April 12th
from 4 - 7 p.m. in the hall.
Dessert & beverage included.
Take Out Orders Available!
Come help your Knights Of Columbus support your
parish Ministries and enjoy a delicious meal!

After an amazing 24 year run,
Anne Harman, Director of Music, is retiring.
Join us at a banquet in her honor on
Friday, May 31st at Crescent Oaks Country Club.
Anne has given her heart and soul to our parish.
Come and show your appreciation
for her dedication and service.
Limited seating. First come, first served.
$35/person. Payments accepted in the
Parish Office during business hours.
Anne, thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
Your Parish Family
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE
Palm Sunday Masses
April 13th: 4:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m.
April 14th: 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m. Life Teen
Confession Periods
Holy Monday April 15th: 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. Penance Service
Holy Tuesday April 16th: 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Holy Wednesday April 17th: 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

EASTER TRIDUUM LITURGIES

Holy Thursday April 18th
7:00 p.m. SOLEMN MASS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER
9:00-11:00 p.m. Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament
(Fr. John LaTondress Chapel)
Good Friday April 19th
3:00 p.m. Veneration of the Cross
7:00 p.m. Journey to the Cross
(presented by St. Ignatius Life Teen)
Holy Saturday April 20th
10:00 a.m. Blessing of Easter Food
(please note that Mass is not permitted at 4:00 and 6:30)
8:00 p.m. SOLEMN EASTER VIGIL (fulfills Easter obligation)
Easter Sunday April 21st
7:00 a.m. in the Church
9:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. in Church and Fr. John LaTondress Chapel
(There is no Life Teen Mass on Easter Sunday)

Easter Decorations Share in the enhancing of our Church at Easter time
as well as a memorial for your loved ones
-both living and deceased- by donating towards the
purchase of our Decorations.
If you would like to help decorate our
Church, you may do so by an offering of
$5 or more in memory of a loved one.
Flower envelopes can be found on the
courtesy desk in the Church.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 20th
at 9:00 a.m.
2 years - 3rd Grade
Meet in the parking lot by
Parish Life Center at 9:00 a.m.
The hunt begins exactly at 9:15 a.m.

Please Bring Your Easter Basket!
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Early Childhood Center

Guardian Angels School

We offer a half day program, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
A Wonderful STREAM program!
daily, with before care and after care extending Classrooms are filled with excellent, faithful
the day from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed.
teachers and staff working with our
Our two, three, four, and five year olds
precious students.
develop spiritually, physically, emotionally,
Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Arts & Math
and intellectually.
Now Accepting Applications for 2019-2020.
Call the Early Childhood Center to schedule
Interested parents may pick up applications for
a tour (727) 937-5427.
enrollment in the parish office. The completed
application packet must be returned to
Mom’s Morning Out
Guardian Angels for processing.
Wednesdays & Thursdays
in room 8 of the Life Center
Guardian Angels School is collecting
from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Box Top Labels. Please place your labels in
$10 per visit or 6 for $50.
the marked box on the courtesy desk in the
Ages 1 and walking to 36 months.
Church. Thank You!

Youth Stock - Invest Today!
Our FUTURE and PRESENT depend on it!
The teens of St. Ignatius are embarking on journeys (Life Teen Leadership Conference, Steubenville Youth
Conference, and Hidden Lake Camps) this summer to strengthen and challenge themselves in their
relationship with Jesus. All this costs money. Nothing is free. This is an opportunity for you to help the
young people directly in their faith experience. Invest today and purchase St. Ignatius Youth Stock.
The St. Ignatius Youth Stock are available at only $10.00 a share. You can purchase as many shares as you
would like. The money goes directly to offsetting the cost for the teens to attend their journeys.
A share holder receives:
1. Spiritual journey newsletter 2. A Shareholders certificate 3. Prayers offered for your intentions
To purchase stock:
Fill out request form and payment. Place in an envelope marked “St. Ignatius Youth Stock” and
put in the collection basket, bring it to the parish office or give to the teen who has invited you.
For questions contact Bart Kovacic at 727-251-2476 or Samantha Trapp at 727-772-3754.
If you prefer, mail form to: St. Ignatius Church, Attn: Bart Kovacic 715 E Orange St Tarpon Springs FL 34689
Make Checks Payable to St. Ignatius Catholic Church
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name: _________________________________
Phone: ________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
City_________________________ Zip:__________ Email:__________________________________________
Number of Shares: ______ Name of Youth or "any" to sponsor_____________________________________

Edge Youth Ministry will be hosting a
Silent Auction Fundraiser at the
April 12th Fish Fry in the hall from 4p.m. to 7 p.m.

Contact Samantha Trapp
at 727-772-3754 for more information.

DATE
Saturday, March 30
Sunday, March 31

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Joshua 5:9-12
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Luke 15:1-32
Monday, April 1
Isiah 65:17-21
John 4:43-54

Tuesday, April 2
St. Francis of Paola
Ezekiel 47:1-12
John 5:1-16

MASS INTENTIONS
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Bethany Book Store Open
9:00 a.m. Donuts in the hall
10:00 a.m. Faith Formation Classes
2:00 p.m. Journey to the Cross Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. Life Night after Mass in the hall

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Ted Saggese
+ Gerard Fitzpatrick

9:30 a.m. Rosary Makers in the hall
10:00 am. Deacon John’s class in room 7
6:30 p.m. Boy/Cub Scout Leaders in 7-10
7:00 p.m. Rite of Christian Initiation in
the Evangelization Office

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Janet Dvojack
+ Deceased members of the
Carly, Romano & Dillion Families
+ Phil Brenner

9:45 a.m. - 12 p.m. Bethany Book Store Open
6:30 p.m. Faith Formation Classes

For Vocations to the Priesthood
& Religious Life
+ Laurianne Hurley

6:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

10:30 a.m.

7:00 a.m.

Thursday, April 4
St. Isidore
Exodus 32:7-14
John 5:31-47

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Saturday, April 6
Jeremiah 11:18-20
John 7:40-53
Saturday, April 6

9:00 a.m.

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21
Philippians 3:4-14
John 8:1-11

+ Dennie Capanna
Special Intentions of
Terri St. George

Brothers in Christ in hall
Mom’s Morning Out room 8
Patriotic Rosary in the Church
Children’s Choir in Church
Faith Formation Classes
Laudato Si’ - in the Church
Adult Confirmation Class in
the Evangelization Office
7:00 p.m. Comeback Catholics in the
Life Center Office
Parish Offices Close at Noon
40 Hours of Adoration Begins
7 a.m. in Chapel
9:30 a.m. Mom’s Morning Out room 8
10:30 a.m. Discernment Class in room 2
6:00 p.m. Edge in the Youth House
7:00 p.m.
Adult
Choir
Rehearsal in Church
Parish
Offices
Closed
7:00 p.m. Fr. Kevin’s Class in rooms 2, 3
9:30 a.m. Stations of the Cross in the Church
6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross in the Church
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts 1142 in room 6
6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 817 in room 7
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts in rooms 2-4
7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts in rooms 8-12
40 Hours of Adoration Ends
with Benediction at 11 p.m.

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Donald Gustafson
+ Patricia Snyder

9:00 a.m.

Special Intentions of Andy Baykor

4:00 p.m.

Special Intentions of the
St. Ignatius Women’s Council
+ James Saunders

Food Pantry Drive this Weekend

For An End to Abortions
For the People of Our Parish
+ Deceased Members of
The Schubert Family
+ Adam Bennett

8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Bethany Book Store Open
9:00 a.m. Donuts in the hall
10:00 a.m. Faith Formation Classes
2:00 p.m. Journey to the Cross Rehearsal
7:30 p.m. Life Night after Mass in the hall

6:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 7

+ Jean Riley
+ Robert Becan
+ Richard Kirby
For the People of Our Parish
+ Gavin Duncan
+ Phil Corso

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, April 3
Isiah 49:8-15
John 5:17-30

Friday, April 5
St. Vincent Ferrer
Wisdom 2:1-22
John 7:1-30

EVENTS

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Polish School in rooms 7-12
Lay Carmelite Community –room 6
New Beginnings in the hall

