The Roman Catholic Church of

Saint Ignatius of Antioch
When doubts come...
The Sunday after Easter always presents the Gospel of Doubting Thomas. The reasoning is that the
events in today’s Gospel take place one week after the Lord rose from the dead. A deeper reason, though, is that
our belief in the Resurrection is based on our faith. We have faith that Jesus fulfilled the Scriptural prophecies
that the Suffering Servant would be raised up. We have faith that He fulfilled His own prophecies that He would
suffer, die and on the third day rise up. We have faith in those who witnessed His resurrection and testified to it:
Peter and the other ten, Mary Magdalene and the women who had been at the tomb, and many other disciples
like those on the road to Emmaus, who proclaimed that they had seen the Lord. In 1 Corinthian 15 St. Paul writes
that one time Jesus appeared to over 500 disciples.
But faith is always going to be met with doubts. This is part of the human condition. Everyone suffers
times, often just fleeting moments, when he or she has doubts about the existence of God, the divinity and
humanity of Jesus, the Eucharist or other teachings of the Church. Here is something you might find shocking:
even the Pope has doubts. He has doubts because he is a human being. We will not be free from all doubts until
we see God face to face in eternity. I love the story of the man with whose son was suffering from some form of
what we would call epilepsy. You find this in The Gospel of Mark 9:15-29. Jesus came upon quite a scene, a lot of
noise and yelling. People all gathered, seeming to be upset over something or other. So Jesus asked, “What’s going
on. A man who was there said, “Sir, my son suffers from a spirit that seizes him, throws him down, causes him to
foam from the mouth and roll around.” Jesus asked, “How long has this been happening?” “Since childhood,”
the man responded. Then he added, “Sometimes he is thrown into the water or into a fire.” Then the man said,
“Sir if you can do anything, please help him.” Jesus replied, “If I can. Everything is possible for someone who has
faith. Then the boy’s father shouted out, “I do believe, Lord. Help those parts of me that don’t believe.” And with
that the Lord healed the boy. “Help those parts of me that don’t believe.” That is our prayer too when we realize
how little our faith is at times.
We have many challenges to our faith. One challenge is the thought that somehow our minds can come
to a knowledge beyond their capabilities. So we start to consider a mystery of faith such as the Trinity, or the
Divinity and Humanity of Christ, or why Christ died for us. In a world where we can always go to Google for an
answer to our questions, we find it difficult to realize that some answers can only be provided by God. We find it
hard to realize that our minds can be limited.
It takes a tremendous amount of humility to have faith. Having faith demands that we recognize that we
do not have all the answers to the questions of life. Some answers can only be given to us through faith. If we are
too proud to believe, then we limit ourselves to that which we can comprehend with our finite minds.
There is a wonderful story about the great Catholic intellectual, theologian and philosopher, St. Augustine.
Augustine was walking on the beach in North Africa trying to come to an understanding of the Trinity, one God
in three persons but only one God. So Augustine was walking along when he came upon a little boy doing what
children have been doing at the beach for ages. The child had dug a hole in the sand and had a little bucket. He
would run down to the water and fill his bucket with water, then run back and dump the water into the hole. He
kept doing this over and over. Meanwhile St. Augustine was considering the Trinity, “How can there be one God,
but the Father is God, the Son is God and the Spirit is God.” Finally, Augustine noticed the little boy, and said to
him, “Hey, little boy. What do you think you are doing?” The little boy said, “I’m emptying all the water in the
ocean into this hole.” Augustine laughed and said, “You can’t do that.” The child responded, “It is easier for me
to empty all the water in the world into this hole than it is for you to fill your mind with an understanding of the
mysteries of God.” Rotten kid. He was probably an angel or something.
When people say to us, “How can you explain this?” the answer we should give is, “This is a mystery
given to us by God which is beyond our mind’s capability.” To deny that there could be something out there,
anything, greater than our understanding, is to deny ourselves the things the Lord wishes to reveal to us through
faith.

Divine Mercy Sunday
When I was a teen and beyond, I often got into periods of doubt about this that or the other thing.
Finally, somewhere in high school I remember saying to myself, “Self, (I’m on a first name basis with myself) Self,
what the Church teaches, believe. Make life simple and stop trying to figure everything out.”
Another area of doubt comes not through intellectual reasons, but through physical challenges. A person
gets really sick, not flu sick, but real sick. The doctor tells him or her that this might last for months, or years,
or be a condition that might last a lifetime. Or a loved one dies. Or a young person dies. It is quite normal for
us to ask, “Where were you God when I, when we, were going through this?” God’s answer is that He is with
us holding us up, helping us get through and even grow stronger in our faith when it is challenged. Many times
people will get through a crisis and then feel horrible that they doubted God, or even His existence. God sees
the pain the person is suffering. He is crying with us, just as Jesus cried at the tomb of Lazarus. He tells us to use
our challenges to draw closer to Him. And we can, and we do.

Another time doubt enters into our lives is when someone is attacking us for our faith. Usually they are
anti-Catholic bigots, although they would never consider themselves by that name. But people will routinely
come up to us and say things like, “You Catholics don’t read the Bible.” or “You worship Mary” or some other
absurdity we all know is false. After a while that wears down on us. Peer pressure takes over and we start thinking
that there is something wrong with us if we aren’t seeing things like everybody else. That’s when we really need to
shore up our faith and say to others and even to ourselves, “I respect the beliefs of others and simply ask them to
respect my belief.”
Sometimes people whom we respect, subtly attack our faith by treating us as though we were simple
minded. We may have a coach whom we really respect, or a professor whose classes we love, or someone whose
intelligence we admire tell us that to him or her faith is for little children. Remember that some of the most
brilliant people in the world, some of the greatest coaches also, are people of faith. Think about Coach K, Mike
Krzyzewski of the Duke basketball team. He’s an ardent and active Catholic. In science you may have studied
about the brilliant physicist and noble prize winner, Marie Curie. She won two noble prizes in physics. She was
also a determined woman of faith. My point is that intellectual brilliance has nothing to do with faith. Many
extremely intelligent people are people of faith. Some brilliant people might be too proud to have faith.
But the most common way that doubts enter into our lives is when we start departing from living a
Christian life. Sometimes people in high school or in college get involved with drugs and choose substance
abuse, or get involved with another person, start having sex, and then they think that maybe their faith is wrong.
We cannot separate our faith from our actions. Listen to this carefully: If we stop behaving like a Christian
we will soon stop believing like a Christian. Oh, we might say we still believe, but in reality we are just giving
lip service to our faith. Many times people just say that they stopped believing, when actually what they stopped
doing was living the Christian life.
Jesus looked at Thomas and said, “Do not be unbelieving, but believe.” Thomas then said, “My Lord
and My God.” Then Jesus said something extremely important for us all to remember, He said, “You believe
because you have seen. Blessed are those who have not seen and believe.”

Jesus was talking about us. He was considering all of us gathered
right here and throughout the world, throughout history, and saying
“Bless you, my friends for believing.” Think of it, the Lord sees us in a
greater light than His disciples. They saw and believed. We have not seen,
but we do believe.
So when doubts come, whether due to others or circumstances,
or due to things welling up inside us, we need to say, “Lord, I do
believe. Help those parts of me that don’t believe.” And we need to trust
that the Lord who promised to give us all good things, will give us faith.
Yours in Christ,

Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Pastor
715 E Orange Street
Tarpon Springs, Florida 34689
Mass Schedule:

Saturday…….4:00 and 6:30 p.m.
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)
Sunday……...7:30, 9:00, 11:30 a.m. and
6:00 p.m. Life Teen
Weekdays…..7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
Saturday…….9:00 a.m.

ext. 207
ext. 208

St Faustina wrote in her note book,

Schedule of Confessions:

PARISH OFFICE 937-4050
Main Office ext. 201
ext. 209

ext. 224
ext. 224
ext. 215
ext. 201
ext. 203
ext. 201
ext. 206

FAITH FORMATION
Rev. Kyle Bell, Parochial Vicar
frkbell@ignatius.net
Fran Morin, Pre-K—8th Grade
Joshua Strope, Evangelization
Laura Margarella, Caritas

ext. 207

ext. 220
ext. 224
ext. 221

YOUTH MINISTRY
Bart Kovacic, Life Teen
Samantha Trapp, Edge

ext. 250
ext. 250

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Sharon Nease, Director

ext. 225

GUARDIAN ANGELS SCHOOL
Mary Stalzer, Principal

799-6724

UPPER PINELLAS
PREGNANCY CENTER
Mary Caesar

937-4304

PARISH OFFICE FAX
727-943-0676
OFFICE EMAIL
kcreamer@ignatius.net
PARISH WEBSITE
www.st.ignatius.net

Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.
Baptism: Please call the Parish Office

Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.
Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Chuck Dornquast at 345-3338

Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet with Msgr. Joe
on the St Ignatius Tarpon Springs
YouTube channel.
Check out thedivinemercy.org website
for news, videos, Masses, prayers
and more.
The Divine Mercy Image of JESUS
is not another ordinary holy picture
of JESUS.
It is an Image JESUS Himself
revealed to St Faustina and
commanded her to have it painted.

Saturday…….3:00– 3:45 p.m.
and after the 6:30 p.m. Mass

Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Pastor
msgrjpellegrino@ignatius.net
Rev. Kyle Bell, Parochial Vicar
frkbell@ignatius.net
Rev. Kevin Molloy, in Residence
frkmolloy@ignatius.net
Deacon Samuel Moschetto
Deacon John Edgerton
Ron Appel, Parish Manager
Katherine Creamer, Office Manager
Lorna Moffitt, Parish Mgr. Assistant
Eldean Jenkins, Facilities Manager
Brandon Vennink, Music Director
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“During prayer
I heard these words within me:

The two rays denote Blood and Water….
The pale ray stands for the Water which
makes souls righteous…
The red ray stands for the Blood which is the life of souls...
These two rays issued forth from the very depths
of My tender mercy when My agonized Heart
was opened by a lance on the Cross."
JESUS promised many graces to those who venerate
this Image and wanted it made known
throughout the whole world.

All Masses Suspended & All Parish Events Postponed.
In following with the State’s Safety Guidelines
the Parish Office is Closed to the Public.
Please Note…
If you need to speak with a Priest or
someone in the office please call 727-937-4050
We will respond to your call.

Please Stay Informed as changes may
occur after bulletin sent for publishing!

Check out our Website www.st.Ignatius.net
...our Facebook Page, our YouTube Channel
and ...on your phone with myparishapp…
simply text APP to 88202
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Confessions will take place
outside the Church on Saturdays from 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Weekday Masses available at 9 a.m.
and Sunday Masses available
from all 3 Priests
on our YouTube channel.

Chapel open for Prayer on weekdays
from 10 a.m. - 4p.m.
Church open for Prayer on Saturday &
Sundays from 10 a.m. - 4p.m.

Come &
Pray

We can continue Praying in the Chapel & Church provided
everyone maintains ‘social distancing’ in the pews & chairs.
Also on our YouTube channel...
Msgr. Joe leads us in praying the Rosary and in the Divine Mercy Chaplet.
Fr. Kyle shares current Updates, Reflections, and More.

The early Christians prayed in the church of the home.
Once more, in troubled times when public worship has to be restricted,
we are called to pray in “the domestic church”, always aware of the promise of
Jesus, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am among them.”
Some Scripture readings:
The Lord is my Shepherd, Psalm 23.
A plea for divine protection, Psalm 90, Sunday Compline II.
The call of his Heart, Matthew 11: 25-30
A healing day with Jesus at Capernaum, Luke 4:38-44
Children of God, Romans 8: 14-17
Salvation and suffering, 1 Peter 1:3-9
The promise – a new heaven and a new earth, Revelation 21: 1-7

(Matthew 18:20).

Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of our dearly departed, especially for
ALL WHO HAVE DIED FROM CORONAVIRUS and
MARIA MARTINEZ , BILL SNYDER
and JOHN KORCZUKOWSKI
and for all those we hold in our hearts who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.
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Enjoy a free subscription to

Being All In:
From NFL Playing Field
to the Mission Field
by Eric Mahl

Formed.org

An incredible online gateway
to the best Catholic content
for all ages!
We’ve made it Easy and Free!
Visit formed.org,
Click on Register
Enter Parish Access Code
68Z88Q
and create your own password.
Available now
on your Apple TV,
Roku Channel
or Android TV App.

*YOUTH STOCK *

Heroes of the Faith.
10 Episodes!

Invest Today! Our FUTURE and PRESENT depends on it!

Our teens are embarking on journeys (Life Teen Leadership Conference, Steubenville Youth
Conference, and Hidden Lake Camps) this summer to strengthen and challenge themselves
in their relationship with Jesus.
This is an opportunity for you to help the young people directly in their faith experience.
Sponsor a Teen by investing today and purchasing St. Ignatius Youth Stock for only $10
a share.
You can purchase as many shares as you would like. The money goes directly to offsetting the cost for the teens.
A share holder receives a newsletter on their spiritual journey, a Shareholder certificate and
prayers for your intentions by our teens at our Edge and Life Nights.
Don’t think twice. This is an opportunity to invest and influence the church not just of today, but for tomorrow.
Prayerfully consider this simple way of being a part of the youth of St. Ignatius.
It’s simple to get in on this life changing opportunity. There are 3 ways to purchase stock.
1. Fill out request form below. Place in an envelope marked “St. Ignatius Youth Stock” and place your form
and payment in the collection basket.
2. Fill out request form below and bring it to the parish office (Mon.-Fri. 9:00am to 4:00pm)
3. Return to the Young person who has invited you to share in their experience.
For questions contact Bart Kovacic at 727-251-2476 or Samantha Trapp at 727-772-3754.
or mail this form to: St. Ignatius Catholic Church, Attn: Bart Kovacic 715 E Orange St Tarpon Springs FL 34689
Please make checks Payable to St. Ignatius Catholic Church.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name: _____________________________________ Phone: ________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
City____________________ Zip:__________ Email:_______________________________
Number of Shares: _____________
Name of Youth or "any" you would like to sponsor________________________________

This week’s Altar Flowers were donated in loving memory
of Michael Jensen by the Jensen Family
DATE
Saturday, April 18

Sunday, April 19

Divine Mercy
Acts 2:42-47
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31

MASS INTENTIONS
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Special Intentions of
Rev. Rich Maloney
9:00 a.m. People of Our Parish
11:30 a.m. + Robert Genhold
6:00 p.m. + David Rojas, Sr.

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, April 21
St. Anselm
Acts 4:32-37
John 3:7-15

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Acts 5:17-26
John 3:16-21

Thursday, April 23
Sts. George & Adalbert
Acts 5:27-33
John 3:31-36
Friday, April 24
St. Fidelis
Acts 5:34-42
John 6:1-15

Saturday, April 25

Sunday, April 26

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14-33
1 Peter 1:17-21
John 24:13-35

Church open for Praying
10 a.m.—4 p.m.

+ Rev. Giuse Dang
+ Brian Moschetto

Pray in the Chapel
10 a.m.—4 p.m.

+ Dominik Horak
+ Peter Zarakas
Special Intentions of
Rev. Kevin Molloy

Pray in the Chapel
10 a.m.—4 p.m.

9:00 a.m.

Vocations to the Priesthood
& Religious Life
+ James & Katherine Hagen

Pray in the Chapel
10 a.m.—4 p.m.

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Troy Muszynski
+ Rachel

Pray in the Chapel
10 a.m.—4 p.m.

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Special Intentions of the Issak Family
+ Anthony Tanella

Pray in the Chapel
10 a.m.—4 p.m.

7:00 a.m.

Saturday, April 25
St. Mark
1 Peter 5:5-14
Mark 16:15-20

Church open for Praying
10 a.m.—4 p.m.
Confessions outside the Church
3 p.m. — 4 p.m.

7:30 a.m.

Monday, April 20
Acts 4:23-31
John 3:1-8

Wednesday, April 22

+ Deceased Members of
the Gross & Liberty Families
+ Anthony Rossi

EVENTS

9:00 a.m.

+ Henry Horak

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ Theresa Schill
+ George Bolohan

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ Mary Ann Fitzgerald
People of Our Parish
For An End to Abortions
+ V. George Norvilas

Church open for Praying
10 a.m.—4 p.m.

Confessions outside the Church
3 p.m. — 4 p.m.

Church open for Praying
10 a.m.—4 p.m.

