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Saturday…….4:00 and 6:30 p.m.
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4:00 p.m. Spanish Mass, and
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Schedule of Confessions:

Saturday…….3:00– 3:45 p.m.
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Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:

He is the Vine,
we are the branches.

Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Carl Melchior at 345-3338

Page 2

April 29, 2018

Mary and Molly and the Experience of Christ
Mary tried too hard, but she didn’t try hard enough. Let me explain. Mary grew up in a
Catholic family that took their faith very seriously. Only sickness kept them from Mass. They even
said bedtime prayers together most nights, calling them family night prayers when the kids got older.
Mary was quite active in the Youth Group when she was in high school. She joined the campus
ministry program in college. But during her sophomore year she found herself too busy to be a
regular attendee at Mass. By her senior year, the only time she went to Mass, or prayed at all, was
when she was home.
Six months out of college, Mary finally got a job in her field. She always wanted to help
others, make a difference in people’s life, so she had studied to be a social worker. After a number
of unsuccessful interviews, an agency in a big city up north hired her to work the phones and
occasionally visit some of the elderly poor confined to apartments in the city. It wasn’t exactly
what Mary trained for, four days a week she sat in an office calling fifty clients, making sure they
had food, heat, took their medicine, arranging transportation to the doctor, etc. One day a week,
though, she was able to leave the office and visit the people. With fifty clients, she only could see
people once a month, but it was something. It was also a day she enjoyed.
Except when she had to visit Molly McPherson. Molly was not nice. In fact she was
downright nasty and sometimes even rude. The first time Mary visited, Molly complained, “They
send me a kid with her pretty smile and empty head and think that I should be pleased. And then
you say you can’t stay too long because you have others to see. Well, don’t bother with me. I didn’t
ask you to come.” That was how the relationship started. It got worse. It became an absolute
struggle for Mary to knock on Molly’s door.
Mary went home for Thanksgiving and was able to get an appointment to speak with her
pastor. She told him about her problems with Molly. She went on an on. Finally, she stopped and
waited for his response. “So, Mary, how active are you in the faith when you are not home?” he
asked. “Do you pray every day? Do you go to Mass every week?”
“Typical priest,” Mary thought. “He’s missing the whole point of why I’m here.” So she
answered, “I don’t know what that has to do with this, but I’m still looking for a Church.”
“It has everything to do with this, Mary,” the priest responded, “how do you expect to bring
the love of Christ to others if you are not overflowing with it yourself? You see, Mary, you are trying
hard, but you are not trying hard enough. In some ways you are doing too much, thinking that you
can do it all yourself. You need to be thoroughly united to Christ and then let Him to the work.”
Mary didn’t expect to get that sort of a talking to, but she did take the priest seriously. She
started praying every day, and found a parish near her apartment. Actually, it was just down the
block, but she never bothered to notice it. She went back to her younger days, and became active
there, lectoring at Sunday Mass.
One day at the end of January the temperature had raised up to 45 degrees. Now that might
seem cold to us Floridians, but when you are living in 20 to 30 degree temperature for months, 45
degrees feels like summer. They call this the January thaw. Mary visited Molly and decided to use the
warmer weather to try to get off on a pleasant foot. “It sure is nice outside, Molly. Why don’t you
take a stroll before winter kicks in again. I’ll walk with you.” That just started Molly up again. “You
think that just because you have a coat and scarf and gloves, that everyone can go outside. I haven’t
been out since September. And here’s why.” Then Molly took out a coat that was so threadbare it
couldn’t even serve much use as a blanket. Molly then hissed, “Why don’t you just go back to your
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fantasy land. I’ve had enough of you for today.” As I said, Molly was not nice. Mary ran to the
Church in tears and asked God to help her not be bitter to the elderly lady.
The next day was Mary’s pay day, a whole $800. She could barely pay her rent and food
out of that. Mary cashed her check and then she had a wonderful thought. She still had a little
graduation money in the bank for emergencies. She could use some of that to get by. Mary
thought about Molly. She put $200 in an envelope, and sent it anonymously to the bitter old lady
with a note, “Please buy yourself a winter coat.” A few days later the agency received a letter
addressed to young Mary. The letter contained $50 and read, “I know that you must have sent
me the money, because no one else knew about my coat. I’m sorry for being so mean. I was
able to find a coat for $150. Please give the other $50 to someone else who has needs. Looking
forward to your next visit, Love, Molly.”
Mary thought that Molly could have used that extra $50 herself. She also thought that
Molly could have continued her mean streak, but instead she wanted to be generous to someone.
Mary realized that Christ had indeed worked on Molly. Molly had been touched by the love of
Christ. Molly now felt the love of Christ in her own life. Now this love was flowing through her
and needed to touch someone else. Molly wanted someone else to have that $50.
We hear the message of the vine and the branches every year at Easter time. It seems
so obvious to us that we need to be united to Christ to bring Him to others, but then we get so
busy in doing things for our family, our spouses, or others, that we forget where the real Power
of Love comes from. Like Mary, we try too hard, but we don’t try hard enough. Instead of
strengthening our union with Christ and letting Him work though us, we go about a myriad of
tasks without spending time on the work that really matters, growing in the love of Christ. We
have God’s life, God’s love within us. When we are united to this love, even the mean old Molly’s
of the world, or the mean old Molly’s of our families, will come in contact with the Love of
Christ. And once the Love of Christ flows into them, it will flow through them to others.
What really matters in our lives? Is it the way others treat us? Often that motivates us to
return negative for negative. But what others say and do is really secondary to what really matters
in life. What matters is the Love of Christ that we have been empowered to make real in the
world. When that love becomes our focus, then we really don’t care about ourselves. We just
want others to experience this love.
During Easter time we celebrate the gift of the Lord’s life we received at Baptism. We
need to be determined to strengthen this life within us. We need to be more faithful, more
prayerful. We need to try harder in our prayer life. That is how we are called to bring God’s love
to others.
He is the Vine, we are the branches.
Yours in Christ,

Come say Farwell to
Fr. Vijay & Fr. Brian
this Sunday at 10:15 a.m. in the hall.
As of July 1st they begin their
new assignments.

EVENTS THIS WEEK
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Faith Formation

Comeback Catholics

This Sunday:

(Formerly Inactive Catholics)

10:00 a.m. All classes meet
10:15 a.m. Farewell to
Fr. Brian & Fr. Vijay
in the hall
1:00 p.m.
First Communion Rehearsal

This Tuesday & Wednesday:
6:30 p.m. All classes meet

Life Teen Life Night
Following Sunday’s Life Teen Mass,
all high school teens are invited to
come to the hall for food, fun,
exciting presentations and experiences.

Rosary Makers
Monday mornings from
9:30 a.m. - noon
in the hall. All are Welcome.

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited.
Our group meets
Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall.
Coffee & Donuts are served. For more info
contact Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Scouts
Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and
Girl Scouts meet every Friday
in the classrooms of the
Parish Life Center.

Been away
from the Church?
Want to update your
spiritual journey?
Come join us - You are welcome here!
First Wednesdays of the month at 7 p.m.
in Deacon John Edgerton’s Office
or by appointment
at Comeback @ Ignatius.net

First Friday Adoration
LOVING JESUS IN THE
EUCHARIST WITH THE
HEART OF MARY
On Sunday May 6th, our Bishop,
Gregory Parkes,
will formally dedicate the diocese of
St. Petersburg; all the parishes, all the people, to the
Immaculate Heart of our Blessed Mother, Mary.
May is the month in which we honor all mothers.
It was Jesus, hanging on the Cross who gave us His
Mother to be our Mother as He said to the young
Apostle John, “Behold your Mother.” No one wants
to see our Risen Lord more loved in the Eucharist
than our Mother Mary. No one has seen Him more
unloved and rejected than Mary when she stood at
the foot of the Cross. When we pray the Rosary in
front of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament,
we love Jesus with the heart of Mary.
First Friday, May 4th we have Exposition of
the Sacred Host for Adoration from 9:30 a.m.
closing with Benediction at 9 p.m.
Please sign the Adoration Commitment Book in
the front of the Church before your leave Mass
the last two Sundays of April.
What a wonderful way to prepare to consecrate
ourselves to Mother Mary who knows best the heart
of Jesus which beats for us and
in us who walk in His grace.

EVENTS THIS WEEK
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Annual Tampa Bay Blue Mass for
First Responders

The Bloodmobile will be here

Wednesday, May 2nd at 1:30 p.m.,
At St. Timothy’s Catholic Church in Lutz
Bishop Gregory Parkes, will celebrate a Mass
honoring and praying for the well being of all
Public Safety First Responders; including
members of law enforcement, as well as Fire
and Emergency Medical Personnel.

Please Share A Pint!

Event is open to everyone regardless
of religious denomination.

The children/students choir of
Mother Teresa of Calcutta School will sing
in remembrance of all children and students
affected by recent tragedies across the States.
For more information contact:
Major Ciro M. Dominguez, Hillsborough
County Sheriff's Office(813) 247-0200

Sunday, May 6th
from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Sunday, May 6th at 3 p.m.
Consecration to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary
All are invited to the Cathedral of St. Jude
(5815 5th Ave N, St. Petersburg)
to join Bishop Gregory Parkes for a
Holy Hour as he consecrates the Diocese to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
If you cannot attend in person,
we encourage individuals and families
to watch the live stream at home or
join us here in classrooms 2 & 3.

Life Teen Car Wash this Saturday!
Saturday, May 5th from 10 a.m.—1 p.m.
at Advanced Auto Parts, 718 E Tarpon Ave.
Come let the St Ignatius teens make your car spotless!!!
All proceeds go towards Life Teen's
upcoming summer retreats.
Any donations help!!

Congratulations
to all who will receive their
1ST COMMMUNION
this
Saturday, May 5th

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Women’s Council—Crowning of the Blessed Mother
All ladies of the parish are invited to our Chapel & hall
on Thursday, May 17th at 11:30 a.m.
The Women’s Council will have a recitation of the Rosary,
Crowning of the Blessed Mother and a luncheon catered by Queen's Pizza.
The menu will include lasagna, salad and dessert. $10 per person.
Gerry Day will speak on Redemptive Suffering.
Reservations may be made by calling Patti at (727)938-8510.
Payment is due by May 11th.
Please bring an item to donate to our Community Life Food Pantry.

Save the Date - Pilgrimage to Holy Land
Anne Harman will be leading the Adult Choir in
an 11 day pilgrimage to the Holy Land
from December 29, 2018 – January 8, 2019.

We begin our pilgrimage participating in the Eucharistic Procession
at the Church of the Annunciation in Nazareth on New Year’s Eve.
We conclude the pilgrimage with a visit to Bethlehem on the Feast of Epiphany.
If you are interested in joining us contact Anne Harman at 937-4050 ext. 206.

The Adult Choir will present a concert of Sacred Choral Music
Thursday, May 31 – 7:30 p.m.
This will be a fundraiser for our upcoming trip to the Holy Land.
Invest Today! Our FUTURE and PRESENT depend on it!
The teens of St. Ignatius are embarking on journeys (Steubenville Youth Conference, Hidden Lake,
and Covecrest Camps) this summer to strengthen and challenge themselves in their relationship
with Jesus. This is an opportunity for you to help the young people directly in their faith experience.
Invest today and purchase St. Ignatius Youth Stock. The St. Ignatius Youth Stock are available at
only $10.00 a share. Purchase as many shares as you would like.

For more information or questions contact Bart Kovacic at 727-251-2476
or Jennifer McIlveen at 727-492-8652.

Make Checks Payable to St. Ignatius Catholic Church.
Name: ____________________________________
Phone: ________________________________
Adress:____________________________________
City_________________________ Zip:__________
Email:_______________________________
Number of Shares: ________
Name of Youth or "any" you would like to sponsor
___________________________________________

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Come Make a Big Splash this June!

Vacation Bible School.
June 18th – 22nd 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Children going into Kindergarten – 5th Grade.
Fee: $40 for one child, $15 for each additional sibling.
Sponsored by our Children’s Faith Formation Program.
Call or email for more information and registration.
Fran Morin 727-937-4050 ext. 220 fmorin@ignatius.net
Marie Day 727-937-4050 ext.223 mday@ignatius.net
If you're interested in becoming Catholic,

you are invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Diocese
of St.faith.
Petersburg’s
Come learn more
about our beautiful
Join
us Monday
evenings at 7 p.m. inCelebration
Office of
50th
Anniversary
continues...
Evangelization in the Life Center.

Saturday, June 16, 2018, 11 a.m., Anniversary Mass
Bishop Parkes will celebrate Mass at St. Jude the Apostle Cathedral to
commemorate the establishment of the Diocese.
(This will be a ticketed event.)
More information to come!

Open your heart to the healing power
of Jesus in the Eucharist.
Friday June 8th—9th
at the Hilton Garden Inn in Lutz.
Fr. William Fickel, S.S.S.—Retreat Director
Friday night includes Evening coffee and dessert reception and all night Eucharistic Adoration
Saturday events include Mass, Adoration, Talks, Time for quiet reflection,
Eucharistic healing service, lunch and afternoon snack included.
For more information or to register go to www.elishebahouse.com

Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of our dearly departed,
especially for
MARIE NAVIN, MARGARET ARICO, MEG FIEBIGER,
ESTHER MELLOR, ANN BROWN, SCOTT CLARK,
MAUEL MARTOS, NEAL BURNS & JAMES YEATES
and for all those we hold in our heart who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.

YOUTH NEWS
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Our Early Childhood Center
offers a half day program - 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily, with before care and
after care extending the day from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed.
Two, three, four, and five year olds are given opportunities to develop
spiritually, physically, emotionally, and intellectually.
Call the Early Childhood Center to schedule a tour (727) 937-5427.

Mother’s Morning Out
Wednesdays & Thursdays
in room 8 of the Life Center
from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
$10 per visit or 6 for $50
for ages 1 and walking to age 36 months.
Questions? Contact the Early Childhood
Center at 937-5427.
With LOVE from the Green Room

Guardian Angels School

A day at Guardian Angels!
Our students Learn, Serve, Lead, Succeed.
Schedule a tour today and let us show you why
our students shine! Contact Mary Stalzer at
mstalzer@gacsfl.com

Congratulations
to our
newest CatholicsMembers of our

2018

Rite of Christian
Initiation Class

DATE

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, April 28

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ Paul Didas
+ Vu Thi Mun

Sunday, April 29

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ Joseph Santora
For the People of Our Parish
+ Theresa Schill
For Spanish Speaking of Our Parish
+ Dorothy Barrett

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:26-31
1 John 3:18-24
John 15:1-8

Monday, April 30
St. Pius V
Acts 14:5-18
John 14:21-26
Tuesday, May 1
St. Joseph
Acts 14:19-28
John 14:27-31

Wednesday, May 2
St. Athanasius
Acts 15:1-6
John 15:1-8

EVENTS

10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Faith Formation in classrooms
Farewell in the hall
33 Days to Glory c2,3
First Communion Rehearsal
Life Night after Mass

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Luis Ortiz
+ Jim & Dolores Bells

9:30 a.m.

Crafts & Rosary Makers in hall

7:30 a.m.

Special Intentions of
Deacon Anthony Astrab
+ Lorraine Wells
+ Maureen Southcomb

6:30 p.m.

Faith Formation Classes

6:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Brothers in Christ in the hall
Mother’s Morning Out c8
Children’s Choir in Church
Faith Formation Classes
Parent Meeting in rooms 2,3
Comeback Catholics

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ For Vocations to the Priesthood
& Religious Life
+ Alejandro & Carmen Alizo

in Deacon John’s Office

Thursday, May 3
Sts. Philip & James
1 Corinthian 15:1-8
John 14:6-14

Friday, May 4
Acts 15:22-31
John 15:12-17

Saturday, May 5
Acts 16:1-10
John 15:12-17
Saturday, May 5

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:25-48
1 John 4:7-10
John 15:9-17

+ David Matthews
Special Intentions of Rita Madden

Please Note there is no 9 a.m. Mass today

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 6

+ Dolores Pasquale
+ Jacquelin Schafer

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Parish Offices Close at Noon
9:30 a.m.
Mother’s Morning Out c8
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir in the Church

Eucharistic
Adoration
Parish
Offices Closed
9:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. in the Chapel
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Girl Scouts Troop 1142 c7
Girl Scouts Troop 1124 c6
Boy Scouts c2,3,4
Cub Scouts c8-12

10:00 a.m. First Communion

Special Intentions of the
St. Ignatius Women’s Council
+ David Witeck
+ Wesley Trsek
For the People of Our Parish
+ William Athanasulis
For the Special Intentions of
Msgr. William Dubois –
70th Anniversary to the Priesthood
For An End to Abortions

8:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Bloodmobile
Life Night after Mass

