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“Much

will be required of the person
entrusted with much,
and still more will be demanded of the person
entrusted with more.”
What we have been given, our faith,
has been given to us for others.
The world needs us so badly.
St. Perpetua, St. Felicity, pray for us.

937-4304

PARISH OFFICE FAX
727-943-0676
OFFICE EMAIL
kcreamer@ignatius.net
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www.st.ignatius.net

Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.
Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Chuck Dornquast at 345-3338
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August 11, 2019

Living Faith
Today’s readings speak about faith and our response to faith. They begin with Abraham, the Father of
Faith. Abraham was a prosperous man of his time, living in Ur, located in the fertile area between the Tigris and
Euphrates Rivers. He became convinced that God was calling him, directing him. He had faith that God would
care for him. He trusted in God to build his offspring into a nation, even though he had no children by his wife,
Sarah. Abraham was a man of faith. He had faith in God, and he had faith that what God was asking him to do
would be for the good of others, his offspring, and myriads and myriads of people, more numerous than the
sands of the shore. Because of Abraham’s faith, God’s Son, the Savior, would come through these people.
We are people of faith. We are everyday, normal people, who realize where happiness can be found.
The Letter to the Hebrews defines faith: Faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen. We have
found hope and joy in that which we cannot see. A number of years ago, after Eucharistic Adoration during our
Teen December Retreat, one of the girls sent her mother a text consisting of just one word, “Happy.” She found
the evidence for that which is not seen in her joy, in her realizing that God loves her, in her experience of love.
This is our sharing in the Eternal Life of God. We have been given the means to grow in this life. We have been
given the Eucharist. We have the Mass. We have the sacrament of Penance. The love of God is so strong in our
lives that there are times we can feel this love all through our bodies. We know that the Kingdom of God is real
even though we cannot see it. We are people of faith who are determined to proclaim the Kingdom of God
with our lives. We want to share the Good News with others. We want to fulfill the Lord’s mandate to go and
proclaim the Gospel to the world. We have been given a gift that we must share with the world.
I want to once more tell you the story of two young girls, just ordinary girls of their time, who were
so full of faith, who felt the love of God so strongly in their lives, that they were determined to lead others to
Christ, even if this were to cost them their lives.
The year was 202. The place was Carthage, in North Africa, modern day Tunisia. Carthage was part of
the Roman Empire. The celebration of the emperor’s birthday was coming up and there would be free games in
all the major cities of the empire. People could go and watch gladiators fight to the death. Great fun. Between
sections of these fights, there would be a break for food, sort of a halftime. Those who stayed in the stadium
would get a great show, though. People who were condemned to death would be marched out to be killed for
the enjoyment of the spectators. Nice folks.
There was a young noble woman in Carthage, 22 years old, and her servant girl, about the same age.
Both were pregnant, the noblewoman farther along than her servant. They heard a missionary speak about Jesus
Christ, and the eternal kingdom. They heard about the Love of God, and the gift of spiritual life. These were all
concepts foreign to the materialistic Roman Empire. Just as these concepts are foreign to so many in our world
who live only for the fleeting pleasures of life. The two girls decided to take instructions and join these people
of Jesus Christ, these Christians. The closer they came to Christ, the greater their joy. They were given Christian
names. The noble woman was called Perpetua, forever faithful. Her servant girl, Felicity, the Happy One. They
knew that becoming Christian could be dangerous. They might even be called upon to choose Christ or death.
But they wanted others to experience their joy. And they wanted others to realize the Love of God in Jesus
Christ. They both were determined to give witness to Christ. There was no way that they would keep their joy to
themselves.
Perpetua had her baby, a boy, and was nursing the child when someone accused her and Felicity of
being Christians. If they did not deny Christ, they would be put to death. Perpetua’s father pleaded with her.
Perpetua responded that for her to deny Christ would be to deny her very self. “This is who I am, “ she said,
“I am a Christian.” Felicity was also determined to give witness to the Lord. Perhaps others would also find
Christ. They were arrested and thrown into a horrible prison, a hole really. Perpetua wrote in her diary that she
could put up with the prison, but her greatest pain was that they had taken her child away from her. But she
would not give up Christ.

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The games were coming up. A show was needed for between the contests. Perpetua and Felicity and
three others were condemned to be thrown to the wild beasts.
Only, there was a problem. Felicity was still pregnant, at the very end of the pregnancy. Strange, but the
Romans would not kill a pregnant girl because that would be killing her baby. The situation resolved itself when
Felicity had her baby in prison, just two days before the games.
The events were grisly. The Romans dressed the girls up as Naiads, or pagan goddesses, in very skimpy
clothes. When they were marched out into the arena, the people realized that the girls were both new mothers.
They yelled that they didn't want to see new mothers killed. So the Romans took them away and clothed them
both in heavy clothes, then marched them back out. What happened next is detailed. A herd of wild heifers was
release into the arena, basically stampeding the girls, goring them, knocking them both out. After the dust
settled, Perpetua regained consciousness. She found herself pushed up into one of the walls of the arena, in a
pool of blood. She looked for Felicity. She was also pushed against the same wall, but was still unconscious. And
then Perpetua heard the crowd. “We can't see them,” they cried, “We can’t see.” A large part of the arena could
not see what was happening against the wall by their seats. They felt cheated. So Perpetua struggled to her feet,
and dragged herself over to Felicity. Felicity woke up and asked what happened. “I don't know what that was,”
Perpetua said, “but we have to give testimony to Christ for all to see.” And they dragged themselves to the
center of the arena. The people were suddenly quiet. They had never seen such determination. This whole thing
went in the wrong direction for the Romans. They wanted to dissuade people from becoming Christians, not
have people marvel at these girls’ courage. Soldiers quickly came out and killed them both.
“Come out, come out to the center of the arena and give testimony.” We are all called to do that. The center of the
arena is where those who reject Christ are calling us to suffer for Him. The center of the arena is where we need
to go to give witness to the Lord. The proper response to our faith is to lead others to Christ.
Let’s picture ourselves as Felicity, or, for the men, as Felix. There is Perpetua waking us up, calling us to
join her in the center of the arena. We get up to go, but.........but......we are chained to the wall. Something is
keeping us from giving testimony to Christ. What is it? Is it a bad relationship? Perhaps, we might say, “I know
it’s wrong, but I don't want to give it up. I'd have to break up the relationship.” So we'd rather be chained to the
wall than give testimony to Christ.” Or we might say, “I’m not just addicted to.......you name it, porn, or other
drugs. I like it. I’ve got my secret stash. I'd have to give that up, destroy it, to give testimony to the Lord.” We'd
rather remain in chains? We might say, “I don't want to give up my friends, but if I'm not doing what they are
doing, I'll lose them.” So, we'd rather stay chained to the wall of the arena than give testimony to Christ in the
center of the arena? Or perhaps we have been wronged and are so full of hate that we’d rather stew in our own
hatred then give testimony to the One who is Love Become Flesh.
We have got to let Jesus break that which is chaining us to the wall. In Him is Freedom.
The readings for today conclude with the warning to be ready for the Lord. He has given us a great
deal. He has given us meaning for life. He has given us the opportunity for eternal life. He has given us
happiness. The reading concludes: “Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and still more
will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.” What we have been given, our faith, has been given to
us for others. The world needs us so badly. Look at how upset the world is. Look at how upset the country is.
The world needs us to proclaim with our lives that there is so much more to life than all the nonsense around
us. And, yes, this often takes courage and often costs us friends, or positions in society. We are not concerned
with that. We are concerned with our obligation to the world to be who we are: People of Jesus Christ, People
of Faith.
St. Perpetua, St. Felicity, pray for us.
Yours in Christ,
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We would like to welcome
Brandon Vennink
as our new Director of Music!
Brandon, his wife Lei Ray Yu, and their four children are
moving here from Southbridge, Massachusetts,
where he was Director of Music at St. John Paul II Church.
Brandon has a deep devotion to faith and music. He hopes to engage everyone in sung prayer at Mass.
Like St. Augustine, he believes that the bond between the Word of God and music is a heavenly gift
that needs to be nurtured by all people and has the power to change people’s lives.
He extends an invitation to anyone who wishes to explore the gift of music,
to join our music ministry and see what God can accomplish through our shared gift of music.
Brandon begins his new ministry this Wednesday,
at the 4 p.m. Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary.

Life Teen
Life Nights

Every Sunday our Life Teen group
meets for a night filled
with food and friends.
We get to do this with Jesus
in our presence!!
We explore our Faith, Life, and being the Sons and
Daughters of God.
Join us at our 6 p.m. Life Teen Mass and
then for our exciting Life Night!!!

Rosary Makers
Rosary Makers meets
every Monday morning
from 9:30 a.m. - noon in the hall.
All are Welcome to join in.

Altar Server Training
Have you ever considered becoming
an Altar Server?
Open to all in grades 4 and up, who have
made their First Holy Communion.
Need only 1 training session to serve.

Two trainings this Week!
Monday, August 12th at 5:30 p.m. & Saturday,
August 17th at 10 a.m. in the Church.

The Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary
Vigil Mass will be Wednesday,
August 14th at 4 p.m.
Solemnity Masses will be
Thursday, August 15th at
7 a.m., 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.
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Rite of Christian
Initiation

Interested in eternal joy? Know somebody who
needs to finish their Sacraments?
Want to learn more about the Catholic faith?
The RCIA process to become fully Catholic
begins with 3 Informational Sessions on
Mondays August 12th, 19th, and 26th
at 7 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
Email Joshua Strope at JStrope@Ignatius.net
for more details.

Book Club
Join us for a Book Club style
discussion group in August and
September on Rediscover Jesus,
by Matthew Kelly.
Share your thoughts of the book with
others on five Tuesday mornings,
Aug 13th, 20th, 27th, Sept 10th, 17th
(no class on Sept 3rd)
at 10 a.m -12 p.m. in classroom 1.
For the 1st session, we will discuss from the
Introduction thru Chapter 8.
If you need a copy of the book, a few copies are
available for $5 each or it can be ordered online,
contact Terri St. George at 727-773-5004.

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish
are invited on
Wednesdays at 6 a.m.
in the hall.
For more info contact
Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Patriotic Rosary
Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary
On Wednesday mornings
after the 9 a.m. Mass.

Edge
Our grades 6-8 ministry,
EDGE, is a dynamic
middle school youth ministry
program designed to
meet the education, spiritual, and social needs of middle
school youth. The ministry provides an opportunity
to grow in faith by developing a meaningful
relationship with Jesus through EDGE Nights
and social activities.
It is about making a difference in their hearts and
empowering them to seek Christ on their own.
All Middle School Youth are Invited!
Join us Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Meet up with your fellow teens for a night filled with
snacks, Jesus, and
a fun time....

Please note: there is no meeting this Thursday.

Scouts
Boy Scouts meet this Friday
in classrooms 2,3,4 of the Life Center.
Girls Scouts meet this Friday
in classrooms 6 & 7 of the Life Center.

August Food Drive
This Month’s Food Drive is
August 17th & 18th

Please place items in the containers in the Church.
No Paper Goods or Toiletries Please!
Some suggested items:
CANNED MEATS, FRUIT, VEGETABLES, BEANS,
CEREAL, COFFEE, TEA, RICE,
SPAGHETTI SAUCE,
MACARONI, INSTANT POTATOES,
PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY
Financial donations welcome.

Flowers to be distributed this week at
Advent Health North Pinellas Hospital
were donated in devotion to the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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St. Ignatius
Children and Youth Faith Formation
(formerly known as Religious Education or C.C.D.)

Upcoming Events:
New and Returning Families Open Registration Weekends:
Sunday, August 18th or 25th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the Parish Life Center rooms 2 and 3.
Registration forms have been mailed out to our families that were
enrolled in last year’s religious education program.
Please mail them back in or come visit us on the weekends that we have Open Registration.
If you did not receive one, please contact the Faith Formation office.
*First Eucharist (First Communion) – 2 years of sacramental preparation
If your child is entering 1st grade this coming school year, it’s time to start preparing
for First Communion, which is then received in 2nd grade. Ordinarily a child will participate
for at least one year in our parish’s religious education program, then the following year
entering into the immediate catechesis for the Sacrament.
*Students attending 2nd grade in a catholic elementary school
need only attend the second year of our faith formation class.*
*Confirmation – 2 years of sacramental preparation
If your child is entering 8th grade this coming school year, it’s time to start preparing
for the Sacrament of Confirmation, which is then received in 9th grade. Ordinarily a child
will participate for at least one year in our parish’s religious education program, then the
following year entering into the immediate catechesis for the Sacrament.
*Students attending 9th grade in a catholic high school
need only attend the second year of our faith formation class.*
**Children 5 years of age and older who are in need of Baptism please contact Fran Morin.
**Children 9 years of age and older who are in need of 1st Communion or Teens 14 years
of age and older who are in need of Confirmation please contact Fran Morin.

We offer many opportunities for your children to grow in their faith.
Sessions for Pre K through 5th grade children on Sunday mornings 10 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
Continuing Faith Formation sessions for 6th through 8th grades on
Tuesday or Wednesday evenings 6:30 p.m – 8 p.m.
Please contact the Faith Formation Office for more details.
Fran Morin 937-4050 ext. 220 or fmorin@ignatius.net
Marie Day 937-4050 ext.223 or mday@ignatius.net
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Dear Partners in Faith and Education,
Partners in Faith and Education program partners business, industry, civic and church
organizations with our school in a financial function. The monies received will be used in
our classrooms for educational materials and for the continuing education of our staff.
Another way of donating is our scholarship program, which is a continuing fund to
be used by families in need of financial aid. Simply complete the attached form and the
donation amount of your choice and it will be used for needed scholarship. Note that these
types of donations are eligible for matching gift monies through many of our partners’
places of employment.
Our goal is to have a quick turnaround from our partners so that we can give our
teachers the opportunity to utilize funds early in the school year. If we can provide any
further information about these worthwhile programs, please contact the school at
(727) 937-5427.
God bless you for your generosity. Our children benefit a great deal from these
particular programs, and I am confident you’ll want to be a part of their enhanced learning.
With the promise of our prayers and best wishes for the year, we remain,
Your Partners in Faith and Education,
Sharon Nease
Administrator

Monsignor Joseph Pellegrino
Parish Pastor

“Catholic Schools: Where Faith and Knowledge Meet”

St. Ignatius Early Childhood Center’s
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
This Wednesday, August 14th at 9 a.m.
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American Flags
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls
of our dearly departed, especially for

PAULINE CAPANNA,
SHIRLEY WRIGHT,
LOUIS DIBELLO,
MIKE FERREIRA &
REV. DONALD DELANEY

and for all those we hold in our hearts
who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.

Hurricane Season
Be Prepared!
It is hurricane season.
Please take note of our
hurricane procedures.
Mass will not be celebrated
if the government restricts travel to
emergency vehicles and/or orders an
evacuation of the Tarpon Springs area.
Eucharistic Ministers will not distribute
communion to the homebound or hospitals.
Parishioners with special needs should call
Laura at ext. 221 for forms for shelters.

Enjoy a free subscription to Formed.org
an incredible online gateway
to the best Catholic content for all ages!
We’ve made it Easy and Free!
Visit formed.org Click on Register.
Enjoy and share!
Enter Parish Access Code 68Z88Q
and create your own password.

Enjoy over 40 hours of Audio content!

If you have received an American Flag
in honor of a loved one’s military service
and would like it flown here at the
parish, please donate your flag
at the parish office.

Comeback Catholics
Been away from the Church?
Come join us You are welcome here!
We meet in the Life Center Office
on the first Wednesday
of each month at 7 p.m.
Or call Terri at 727-773-5004 or make an
appointment at Comeback@ignatius.net

Divine Mercy Cenacle
The Divine Mercy Cenacle
will not meet during the summer.
Monthly Saturday meetings will
resume on September 14th.

Create a MARY GARDEN
“Mary is a garden of delights into which are sown all
kinds of flowers and spice plants of the virtues.”
St. Jerome

DATE

MASS INTENTIONS

EVENTS

Saturday, August 10

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sunday, August 11
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wisdom 18:6-9
Hebrews 11:1-19
Luke 12:32-48

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

For An End to Abortions
For the People of Our Parish
+ Mary Rose Morley
+ Donald Appel

7:30 p.m. Life Teen Night in the hall

Monday, August 12
St. Jane Frances de Chantal
Deuteronomy 10:12-22
Matthew 17:22-27

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Special Intentions of Ann Swital
+ Joseph & Josephine Trezza

9:30 a.m. Rosary Makers in the hall
5:30 p.m. Altar Server Training in Church
7:00 p.m. RCIA Inquiry Session
in the hall

Tuesday, August 13
Sts. Pontian & Hippolytus
Deuteronomy 31:1-8
Matthew 18:1-14

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

+ James Fred Davis
+ Viola Pena-Figueroa
+ Angie Fratello

9:30 a.m. Early Childhood Meet & Greet
10:00 a.m. Rediscover Jesus Book Group
in room 1

Wednesday, August 14
St. Maximilian Kolbe
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Matthew 18:15-20

7:00 a.m.

For Vocations to the Priesthood
& Religious Life
+ Enrique Norambuena

6:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Thursday, August 15

Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Revelations 11:19 –12:10
Corinthians 15:20-27
Luke 1:39-56
Friday, August 16
St. Stephen of Hungary
Joshua 24:1-13
Matthew 19:3-12

9:00 a.m.

+ Frank & Mary Pergola
+ Deceased Members of the
Sawyer & Wilczynski Families

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Vigil
4:00 p.m.
+ Patricia Wawro
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Holy Day of Obligation
7:00 a.m.
+ Maria Assunta DiFiore
9:00 a.m.
+ Roberto Annoni
7:00 p.m.
For the People of our Parish

Brothers in Christ in the hall
Early Childhood—1st Day of School
Patriotic Rosary in the Church
Vigil Mass

Parish Offices Close at Noon
Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Masses
Parish Offices Closed

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Joseph Pozsgai
+ Nelly Pena-Figueroa

6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts in rooms 6,7
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts in rooms 2,3,4

9:00 a.m. Girl Scouts in the Hall
10:00 a.m. Altar Server Training in Church

Saturday, August 17
Joshua 24:14-29
Matthew 19:13-15

9:00 a.m.

+ Elizabeth Wallerius

Saturday, August 17

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ Jackie King
+ Kathleen Kingsland

Sunday, August 18
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jeremiah 38:4-10
Hebrews 12:1-4
Luke 12:49-53

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ John Astrab, Sr.
For the People of Our Parish
+ Salvatore Benanti
+ Raquel Marrah

Check out our Website,

Food Drive this Weekend
8:30 Food
a.m. Bethany
openWeekend
til 11 a.m.
Pantry Shop
Driveis this
10:00 a.m. Faith Formation Registration
in rooms 2,3 til 1 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Life Teen Night in the hall

Facebook Page &

MyParishapp

