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Nothing is more important than serving God.
Not our stuff, not our likes,
not our perceived position among our peers,
not even the people in our lives.
We cannot allow anything to stand in the way
of our being disciples of Jesus Christ.

Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.
Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Chuck Dornquast at 345-3338
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September 8, 2019

Spiritual Strength in Our Daily Lives
There are many places in the Gospels where the Lord speaks using apocalyptic language. Apocalyptic
language, like that in the Book of Revelations, uses shocking imagery to catch the listener’s or reader’s attention.
Today’s gospel provides a good example of this. Jesus says that we cannot be His disciples if we come to Him
without hating father and mother, wife and husband, children and parents, brothers and sister, and even our own
lives. This is shocking. This catches our attention.
So, what is this about? The Lord is not telling us to ignore the Fourth Commandment, Honor your father
and mother. Nor is He telling us to refuse to see God in others. And He is not telling us to ignore God’s handwork
in our own lives. He is using startling imagery, apocalyptic imagery, to illustrate the demands of being His
disciples.
Let me explain this to you in one of the last places you would expect: a recent comic strip. To be precise,
a Dilbert strip, one that ran a little while ago. Now for those of you who don’t start your day with the comics,
Dilbert is a comic strip about office workers with an incompetent, pointed haired boss, people of various abilities,
and all sorts of other characters.
One of these characters is a woman who is continually late for the morning meeting. One of her
co-workers decides to challenge her.
The strip starts off with the woman saying: “Sorry, I’m late. Traffic was terrible.”
The co-worker asks: “Isn’t the traffic from your house always terrible this time of day?”
The woman says, “Exactly. That’s why I’m late every day.”
The co-worker coaxes her along: “Do you see any way you could fix that?”
The woman: “Well, I can’t control the traffic.”
Co-worker: “You could leave earlier.”
Woman: “Then I wouldn’t get enough sleep”
Co-worker: “You could go to bed earlier.”
Woman: “Then I wouldn’t be able to watch Netflix until two in the morning,
An uncomfortable pause is followed by the woman asking: “Do you want me to hate my life?”
The co-worker sighs: “I didn’t until now.”
Her lifestyle was keeping her from her work. It is not that there is anything wrong with Netflix. The
problem is that it became more important to her than her job. So, in her case, she should hate her life and
anything that keeps her from doing what she needs to do. Just as we should hate anything that keeps us from
doing what we need to do: Serve God.
The parables in today’s Gospel about a man considering building a tower and a king preparing for war,
tell us that we have to have a plan for how we are going to live as a Christian. We have to ask ourselves how we
can best prepare ourselves and the world for the Lord. We have to stop and look at the many threads of our lives
and consider how they are woven into the whole cloth. We have our work or our school. We have our families
and our friends. We have sports and arts. These are important. We have our bodies. We have to exercise, eat
properly and basically take care of ourselves. Most important, we have those whom we love and those with whom
we need to seek out and love. All these are the threads that make up the fabric of our lives. We also have to
consider what are the parts of our lives that are actually tearing us away from those whom we need to be. This
means that we have to make hard choices. Maybe we need more sleep and less Netflix, or more family time and
less time before a screen, computer, tablet or phone. Maybe we need fewer office projects, school commitments,
or any other activities that keep us away from those who need our love.
To be a disciples of Christ means to live beyond the insignificant things that we throw into our lives and
to make time first for the things of God. When Jesus speaks about hating father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters and even our own lives, He is using apocalyptic language, shocking language, telling us to hate
anything and anyone that causes us to lose our focus on Him.

Three years ago Pope Francis canonized Mother Teresa of Calcutta. Most of us have been blessed with
being witnesses to her life. Those of us who are a bit older remember how stories began to circulate about a nun
in India who left the convent in order to care for people dying in the slums of Calcutta, those who she called the
poorest of the poor. We saw her determination to serve God, even if this meant leaving the relative comfort of
the Sisters of Loretto where she was the principal of a girls’ school, to live among those on the streets, and
eventually establishing a religious community of those willing to serve God’s presence by caring for the dying,
the sick, the starving and the abandoned. More and more people throughout the world heard about Mother
Teresa and her sisters, the Missionaries of Charity. In 1979 she received the Noble Peace Prize. We all saw how
she would not allow anything to get in the way of her serving God. She and her sisters would spend hours in
prayer so they could spend hours serving God’s presence in others. In her own way, Mother Teresa taught us
today’s gospel: we need to hate anything that could keep us from being a disciple of Christ, including the
perceptions we have of ourselves.
I have to share with you my favorite Mother Teresa story. There is a great deal written about Mother
Teresa, but I don’t think you will find this story anywhere else, other than in a past homily I gave. I heard this
from Fr. John Fullenbach, a wonderful, wonderful priest. Fr. Fullenbach is a renown theologian who taught in
Rome. He related how he contacted Mother Teresa’s sisters in Calcutta and asked if he could join them for a
few weeks between semesters at the seminary. They welcomed him to join their work. He flew to Calcutta,
found the Missionaries of Charities’ hospice, and had just finished telling the sister in charge that he was willing
to do anything they needed to be done, when another sister came running in saying that there was a man dying
on the streets. The sister in charge turned to him and said, “Father, could you please go with her and bring the
man back here to the hospice?” Fr. Fullenbach followed the sister through the back alleys of Calcutta, in and out
of narrow streets, and finally came upon what looked from the distance to be a heap of dirty rags. It was the
dying man. Fr. Fullenbach bent over him and tried to comfort him and told him that he was going to take him
to a nice, clean place where he could be cared for. The man opened his eyes, saw that it was a priest talking to
him, and spit in his face. The priest felt a rage rising up within him. He was a distinguished professor. He came
all the way from Rome to India to help these people. And this man responded by spitting on him. The sister
explained that most of the people on the streets are not Catholic, but we still need to care for them. So, Fr.
Fullenbach picked the man up and carried him back to the hospice where the man was cleaned, given fresh
clothes, fed a bowl of soup, and put on a bed to die with dignity.
The sisters then asked Father to help out by rolling up some clean strips of cloth that could be used for
bandages. He was doing this for about an hour, rolling the strips, and still feeling upset over the man spitting on
him. Suddenly the whole hospice shook with the screams of a little girl. On the other side of the room there was
a poor little girl, about nine, covered in sores. She was standing in a basin of water as one of the young sisters
was trying to clean her, bathe her sores. The little girl was enraged, hysterical, throwing a fit that she had a
perfect right to throw. She kept screaming and kicking and splashing the sister. Fr. Fullenbach was watching this
horrible scene when he noticed everyone looking at one of the doors. It was Mother Teresa. She had heard the
racket and was coming in. She started walking to the little girl. “Well,” Fr. Fullenbach thought, “Now we’ll see
what a saint is made of.” As she approached the little girl, she waved the young sister away. The girl saw her and
kept screaming, and then began splashing Mother Teresa. Mother Teresa kept walking towards her, very slowly,
with a smile of love on her face. By the time she got to the girl, she was drenched, but she didn’t seem to mind.
Instead, she just kept smiling. Then she held out her arms. The child fell into them and just cried and cried.
Mother Teresa let her cry for as long as she wanted. Then the little girl let Mother Teresa wash her and put clean
clothes on her. Fr. Fullenbach said to himself, “And that is what a saint is made of.”
Nothing is more important than serving God. Not our stuff, not our likes, not our perceived position
among our peers, not even the people in our lives. We cannot allow anything to stand in the way of our being
disciples of Jesus Christ.
In John 12:25 the Lord tells us: "He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will
keep it to life eternal.”
Through the intercession of St. Teresa of Calcutta, may we all have the spiritual strength to be disciples
of the Lord.
Yours in Christ,
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Faith Formation Open House/Classes Begin:

Sunday, September 8th 1st Communion Open House in hall at 10 a.m.
Tuesday, September 10th & Wednesday, September 11th 8th Grade Open House in hall at 6:30 p.m.
Sunday, September 15th Pre K—5th Grade Open House in hall at 10 a.m.
Tuesday, September 17th & Wednesday, September 18th 6th & 7th Grade Open House in hall at 6:30 p.m.

Life Teen

Life Nights

Every Sunday our Life Teen
group meets for a night filled
with food and friends.
We get to do this with Jesus
in our presence!!
We explore our Faith, Life, and being
the Sons and Daughters of God.
Join us at our 6 p.m. Life Teen Mass and
then for our exciting Life Night!!!
For more information our
Youth Ministry Director Bart at ext. 250

Rite of Initiation

If you're interested in becoming Catholic, you are
invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m. in the
Office of Evangelization in the Life Center
or contact Joshua
at 727-937-4050 ext. 224or jstrope@ignatius.net

Edge
Our grades 6-8 ministry,

EDGE,

is a dynamic middle school
youth ministry program designed to meet
the education, spiritual, and social needs of
middle school youth.
The ministry provides an opportunity
to grow in faith by developing a meaningful
relationship with Jesus through EDGE Nights
and social activities.
It is about making a difference in their hearts and
empowering them to seek Christ on their own.
All Middle School Youth are Invited!
Join us This Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in the Hall!
Meet up with your fellow teens for a night filled
with snacks, Jesus, and a fun time.

Mom’s Morning Out
Need a Morning Break?
Wednesdays & Thursdays
in Life Center’s room 8 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.
$10 per visit or 6 for $50.
Ages 1 and walking to 36 months.
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Rosary Makers
Rosary Makers meet
every Monday morning
from 9:30 a.m. - noon in the hall.
All are Welcome to join in.

Book Club
Our Book Club style discussion group
continues...
Share your thoughts of the book
with others on Tuesday mornings,
Sept 10th, 17th
at 10 a.m -12 p.m. in classroom 1.
Questions? Contact Terri at 727-773-5004.

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited on
Wednesdays at 6 a.m.
in the hall.
For more info contact
Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Patriotic Rosary
Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary
On Wednesday mornings
after the 9 a.m. Mass.

Deacon Sam’s Class
The Bible Time Line Continues The Word In Action Group will continue their study of
the “Bible Time Line”, a Narrative reading and
study of the Testaments. This is the second half of the
Journey through the Bible and will complete our study.
Classes begin September 5th thru November 21st.
All classes will be held on Thursday mornings,
in rooms 2 & 3, at 10:30 a.m. and will be repeated on
Thursday evenings, in room 9, at 6:30 p.m.
You may chose to attend either session.
All are invited.

Choir Rehearsal
Adult ChoirThursdays at 7 p.m.

What we don’t need:
People with beautiful voices,
who read music, look good, and have lots of time.
What we do need:
People who try hard, love learning, enjoy serving and who
need Jesus in their busy lives.
If you enjoy music, learning about the Liturgy,
praying and being part of a fun, family-oriented group,
please pray to see if God is calling you to be a part of our
music ministry. If you don’t get an immediate
answer from God, call the Music Director, Brandon,
at 937-4050 ext. 206 or email at bvennink@ignatus.net

Scouts
Fridays:
Boy Scouts meet in rooms 2,3,4.
Girls Scouts meet in rooms 6 & 7

Divine Mercy Cenacle
Join every second Saturday
of each month at 10 a.m. in room 4.
We invite ALL to join us in
our faith journey.

Bethany Shop
Regular Shop hours resume September 15th.
Sundays, 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Altar Server Training
Have you ever considered becoming
an Altar Server?
Open to all in grades 4 and up, who have
made their First Holy Communion.
Join us for your training session
on Sunday, September 15th at 1:30 p.m.
in the Church.
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Women’s Council
Ever thought of joining other women
of our parish to grow spiritually while
supporting the Ministries of our parish?
Our Women’s Council is
involved in many activities:
Morning of Reflection, Annual Retreat,
Guest Speakers, Monthly Mass & Rosary, May
Crowning and Fundraisers, just to name a few.
Our meetings are on the third Thursday of each
month—September thru May—at 11:30 a.m.
See future bulletins for more information.
Please contact the parish office for more info.

All the ladies of the parish are invited
to the 1st meeting of our “New Year”
on Thursday, Sept. 19th.
We begin with the rosary in the chapel
at 11:30 a.m. followed by a catered luncheon from
China Taste and an introductory meeting.
Come and see what the
Women’s Council Ministry is all about.
Please RSVP no later than Monday, Sept. 16th to
Jean at 727-543-5106 or Kerry at 863-899-8498.
Please bring a food item for
our parish food pantry.

Separated & Divorced
As one of our
Courageously Living
the Gospel Initiatives

September 21st is our
first meeting of
our newly formed
Separated & Divorced Group
This group's mission is to provide various
opportunities to meet, network and
discuss topics relevant to our
separated and divorced parishioners.
Please join us in rooms 2, 3 at 10 a.m.
More details to follow!

Knights of Columbus
The principles of the Knights of Columbus are
Charity—Fraternalism—Unity—Patriotism.
All Catholic men are encouraged to join.
Becoming a Knight of Columbus can transform your
life. As a Knight, you have the opportunity
to support our Parish, give back to your community,
and grow in your faith.
General Meetings are held the third Thursday of
each month at 7 p.m. in the hall.

Our next meeting is September 19th!
Join us and “Make A Difference”
at your parish!

Breakfast in the Hall
Knights of Columbus will be serving
Breakfast in the hall on
September 22nd from
8 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Come enjoy a Full or Lite Breakfast
from Pancakes & Eggs to Donuts & coffee.
Biscuits & Gravy too!!!
Proceeds will go towards the Parish.
CASINO ROYALE - A NIGHT TO BOND!
Reserve your seat at the table &
Get your tickets now!
November 9th—Doors open 5 p.m.
Games thru 8:45 p.m. $50 donation

Space is limited...only 160 tickets available!
Tickets Include: Prime Rib/Fish/Chicken Buffet

Dinner & Beverage & 5,000 Game Chips
Games Include: Blackjack, Roulette, Craps,
Poker & Texas Hold’em
Plus: Beer & Wine Available, Raffle Prizes &
50/50 Drawing
Get your tickets– Contact Miss MoneyPenny at
727-798-4368 or HelptheNeedyKOC@gmail.com
All Proceeds will Target the Needy and
the Youth of Our Parish
A Prize for the best dressed
James Bond & Miss MoneyPenny
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Respect Life’s 40 Days for Life
SIGN-UP and
Join the Battle for Life - Pray to End Abortion
“Rescue those being led away to death: hold back those
staggering toward slaughter.
If you say, but we knew nothing about this, does not He who weighs the heart perceive it?
Does not He who guards your life know it? Will He not repay each person
according to what he has done?” [Proverbs 24:11-12]
St. Ignatius will meet and park at Pho Queen Restaurant on U.S. 19 S
and pray in front of the Doctor’s office and clinic
on September 27th , October 4th and October 25th from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.
To sign up please email Angela at apergola55@yahoo.com
with the participant’s name(s) and date(s) and time(s) chosen.
If you cannot join us at the vigil please keep the Battle for Life in your prayers.

Save the Date!
ST. IGNATIUS’ PARISH PICNIC
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20th - 12:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Hot Dogs & Chicken Served - 12:30 p.m.- 2:30p.m.

Activities include:
Huge Inflatable Slide, Dunk Tank,
Bungee Challenge, Apple Toss, Cake Walk,
Football Toss, Music Table, Balloon Blow Up,
Relay Races, Bingo & more.
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Lord, grant eternal rest to the
souls of our dearly departed,
especially for
TERESA ‘JOAN’ BLACK,
SHEILA COTNER & WILLIAM HUGG
and for all those we hold in our hearts
who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.

Fr. Kevin’s Class
Fr. Kevin Molloy
will return this fall
with an Audio Visual
presentation of the Old Testament.
Notes will be given.
Class begins Thursday, October 10th
at 7 p.m. in rooms 2 & 3.
No registration required.

Pregnancy Center
Our Upper Pinellas Pregnancy Center
is now open on
Thursday evenings.
If you are interested
in volunteering
on Thursday evenings
please contact
the parish office.

Changes ???
DROPPED YOUR LANDLINE ?
E-MAIL or OTHER CHANGES?
Please Keep the Parish Office informed.
Send a note to kcreamer@ignatius.net or
drop this note in the offertory basket .
Name_____________________________________
Address:___________________________________
Phone __________________________________
Envelope Number __________

We offer a half day program,
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily, with before care
and after care extending the day
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed.
Our two, three, four, and five year olds
develop spiritually, physically, emotionally,
and intellectually.
Call to schedule a tour at 727-937-5427.

Guardian Angels School
A Wonderful STREAM program!
Classrooms are filled with excellent,
faithful teachers and staff working
with our precious students.
Science, Technology, Religion,
Engineering, Arts & Math
Guardian Angels School is collecting
Box Top Labels. Please place your labels in the
marked box on the courtesy desk in the Church.

Email address_______________________________

Hurricane Season
Be Prepared!
It is hurricane season.
Please take note
of our
hurricane procedures.

Mass will not be celebrated if
the government restricts travel to
emergency vehicles and/or orders an
evacuation of the Tarpon Springs area.
Eucharistic Ministers will not distribute
communion to the homebound or hospitals.
Parishioners with special needs should call
Laura at ext. 221 for forms for shelters.

DATE

MASS INTENTIONS
6:30 p.m.

Special Intentions of the
St. Ignatius Women’s Council
+ Frank & Alice Welling

Sunday, September 8
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wisdom 9:13-18
Philemon 9-17
Luke 14:25-33

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ Virgina Tufano
For the People of Our Parish
+ Matthew Kowalchuk
+ John Bellotte

Monday, September 9
St. Peter Claver
Colossians 1:24-2:3
Luke 6:6-11

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Saturday, September 7

Tuesday, September 10
Colossians 2:6-15
Luke 6:12-19

Wednesday, September 11
Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 6:20-26

4:00 p.m.

+ Donald Byrne & Helen Bobbi
+ Kent Butler

7:00 a.m.
+ John & Mildred Marshall
9:00 a.m.
+ Nelly Pena-Figueroa
10:30 a.m.
Special Intentions of the
60th Anniversary of Don & Pat Zambory
7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

For Vocations to the Priesthood
& Religious Life
+ Milton Grosz

EVENTS

10:00 a.m. 1st Communion Open House
begins in hall
7:30 p.m. Life Teen Night in the hall
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Rosary Makers in the hall
Boy Scout Leader Meeting 7,8
Cub Scout Leader Meeting 9,10
RCIA in the hall & rooms 1-4

10:00 a.m. Rediscover Jesus Book Group rm 7
6:30 p.m. 8th Grade Open House
begins in hall
6:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ in the hall
9:30 a.m. Mom’s Morning Out in room 8
9:30 a.m. Patriotic Rosary in the Church
6:30 p.m. 8th Grade Open House
begins in hall

Thursday, September 12
Most Holy Name of Mary
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 6:27-38

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Domingo Pigtain
+ Anthony Nunziata &
Andrew Golji

9:30 a.m. Mom’s Morning Out in room 8
10:30 a.m. Deacon Sam’s Class in rooms 2,3
6:30 p.m. Edge in the hall
Parish Offices Close at Noon
6:30 p.m. Deacon Sam’s Class in room 9
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir in the Church

Friday, September 13
St. John Chrysostom
1 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 6:39-42

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ William Krimmel
+ Thomas Zarakas

7:00 a.m. Early Learning Coalition
in all classrooms
6:00 p.m.
Girl
Scouts in
rooms 6,7
Parish Offices
Closed
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts in rooms 2,3,4

9:00 a.m.

Special Intentions of
Marie Aline Garconnet

9:00 a.m. Polish School in rooms 7–12
10:00 a.m. Divine Mercy in room 4

4:00 p.m.

+ Deceased Members of
the Moffitt Family
+ Muzz Muszynski

Saturday, September 14
Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Numbers 21:4-9
Philippians 2:6-11
John 3:13-17
Saturday, September 14

6:30 p.m.
Sunday, September 15
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exodus 32:7-14
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-32

7:30 a.m.
+ Angelo & Amelia Pavin
9:00 a.m.
For the People of Our Parish
11:30 a.m.
+ Jack Zembron
6:00 p.m. + Lisa Barone

Check out our Website,

8:30 a.m. Bethany Shop Open
10:00 a.m. PreK– 5th Grades Open House
begins in hall
Pantry
Drive this
10:00Food
a.m. 1st
Communion
classWeekend
in rooms
1:30 p.m. Altar Server Training in Church
4:00 p.m. Confirmation Classes in Life Center
7:30 p.m. Life Teen Night in the hall

Facebook Page &

MyParishapp

