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December 2, 2018

Sacred Lists
Santa has made his appearance at the end of the Macy Day parade and in the malls throughout the country.
Christmas is upon us. Well, not really. For us Catholics, Advent is upon us. Christmas starts, well, on Christmas.
Advent is the season of waiting. We place ourselves back into the days of the Hebrew Scriptures and re-read
the prophecies of the coming of the Messiah. We join the ancients in waiting for the Lord to be born. But that is only
one way that we wait during Advent. We also wait for the Lord to come a second time, at the end of time, or, if we
don’t live that long, at the end of our own time on earth. This second waiting is the theme of our readings for this
week. “Wait for the Day of the Lord with increased love for one another,” Paul tells the Thessalonians in one of the
most beautiful passages of Scripture, our second reading, “Wait for the Lord in a way that is pleasing to God by living
out the instructions you have received.”
Today’s Gospel reading comes from the apocalyptical section of Luke. Like the Book of Revelations, or the
Apocalypse, this literary genre uses frightening symbolism to move people into action. The predictions frighten us.
“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on earth nations will be in dismay, perplexed by the
roaring of the sea and the waves. People will die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world” We are
meant to become emotionally involved. “Be vigilant at all times,” the Lord says, “and pray that you have the strength
to escape the tribulations that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man."
Stay awake. Be ready. These are the themes of the First Sunday of Advent. But how are we to be ready?
Perhaps, we can take a cue for our advent preparation from the little children. Right now they are making out their
lists to send to Santa. Well, we should also make out our lists, in our minds if not on paper. But our lists must be
different than the children’s lists. Our lists must both contain what we need and demonstrate what we are doing to
help fulfill our needs. At the Second Coming, be it at the end of time or the end of our own personal time on earth,
at the Second Coming the Lord will examine our lists and then look to see if we have done our part to bring each
item into reality.
This morning I want to give you a few examples of what should be on our lists, and how we should
participate in attaining our needs.
At the top of our lists should be world peace. Terrorists have disrupted our sense of security. The world
is involved in another world war, only one quite different than the two of the last century. This world war does not
have battle lines. It exists wherever there are innocent people who can serve as targets for the extremists. We pray for
peace continually, but what are we doing about it? Yes, we support our military who are fighting terrorists, but that
certainly isn’t enough. How can we have peace if we hate those who hate us? We have to rid our hearts of hatred,
even for those who are doing hideous atrocities in the name of a religion their leaders have perverted.
One way to eliminate hatred is to pray for the haters. We need to pray that those committing atrocities
listen to their consciences and follow the natural law that God has planted within all rational people. These men
and women who are told by their religious leaders to do horrible things to those they decide not to kill, have a voice
within them that tells them that it is wrong to beat a child to death, do horrible things to a teenage girl, or mow down
the captives of a village. They have a voice within them that tells them that it is wrong to kill people at a concert, on
an airplane, or children in schools. We need to pray that they listen to the voice of God within them, not the voice
of their perverted religious leaders. We need to pray that they be like St. Joseph who knew in his heart that it would
be wrong to submit Mary to the law and have her stoned to death. He followed his conscience and by doing that he
became the foster father of the Lord.
When the Lord comes and checks the top of our lists and sees world peace, He is going to ask us, “And what
have you done to fight hatred.” We need to respond, “I have prayed for those committing the abominations. I then
found that when I prayed for them to return to you, I could not hate them, I could only hate their actions.”
Somewhere on our lists we have to ask the Lord that people keep their vows, their marriage vows and their
religious vows. If people were faithful to their marriages, we would not have a fear for the deterioration of family
life. If priests and religious were faithful to their vows, we would not be concerned about the direction of the
Church. But what are we doing about these vows? First of all, we need to remember what a vow is. It is not simply a
promise. A vow is a commitment to God to live our lives in a way that puts Him in the center of our lives.

First Sunday of Advent
Those who marry make a vow to God through their husband or wife. Their vow is
to make Him present in their love for their spouse. To do this they have to love as
Christ loved, with sacrificial love. When people work hard to make this type of
love the center of their marriage, then despite all the difficulties of daily life, all the
worst of the human condition, the love of Christ will prevail.
Those who become priests or religious make vows to serve God through
serving His people. When the love of God really becomes the center of their lives,
then their own wants become secondary to the needs of God’s people. The
Church then remains on the direction of serving God through His people, and is
not tied up in fulfilling tradition and man made laws for the sake of tradition and
man made laws.
When the Lord comes and sees on our lists that we have placed the
keeping of vows, He is going to ask us, “How well have you kept your own vows?
And what have you done to help others keep their vows?” We need to respond,
“When I was young, I prayed to God to prepare me for marriage. After I married,
I prayed for my spouse every day. I prayed for other people’s marriages. I have
prayed for my parents’ marriage. I have prayed to God to help me prepare to be a
priest or religious; and I have prayed for all those who have made vows to you.”
On these interactive lists that we are preparing to show the Lord on the
Last Day, the world or our’s, we have to place the needs of our children, teens and
young adults. We pray that the young have the courage to withstand the many
forces attacking their spiritual lives. We pray that they have the determination to
change the world from one that glorifies the self, tries to convince them to make
themselves the center of the universe, to a world that radiates the Love of Christ.
And when the Lord asks all of us, “What have you done to bring this about?,” we
need to respond, “I have fought hypocrisy in my own life. I realized that the
young need models to look up to and to follow. I have also prayed for the young.
I pray for my children, your children, every day.”
These are just a few of the items we need to place on our interactive lists
preparing for the Last Day. We should add that life be respected, including the
lives of those who do not respect life. We should put on our lists freedom and
pray for freedom, true freedom, not licentiousness. True freedom is the freedom
to be our best selves not the freedom to do whatever we want without considering
the impact of our actions on ourselves or on others. We should put on our lists
those who are struggling to have a decent existence, those who lack housing, or
food, or water, or health care, those who are physically, mentally or emotionally
challenged. We need to pray for the least of our society, the poor, and the marginalized, and we need to find ways to reach out to them. The Lord told us in Matthew
25, that at the end of time He will ask, “And what have you done for the least of
my brethren?”
Advent calls us to prepare for life, the fullness of life with family and
friends, and the promise of life eternal. Advent calls us to focus in on all that is
sacred. It warns us that if we don’t reflect on what is sacred, more than that,

if we are not active in promoting that which is sacred, then we will assure
the arrival of a day when nothing is sacred.
And so we are told, “Stay Awake,” for the One is coming who will soon
be checking our lists.
Yours in Christ,

Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Pastor
715 E Orange Street
Tarpon Springs, Florida 34689
Mass Schedule:

Saturday…….4:00 and 6:30 p.m.
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)
Sunday……...7:30, 9:00, 11:30 a.m. and
6:00 p.m. Life Teen
Weekdays…..7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
Saturday…….9:00 a.m.

Schedule of Confessions:

Saturday…….3:00– 3:45 p.m.
and after the 6:30 p.m. Mass

PARISH OFFICE 937-4050
Main Office ext. 201
Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Pastor
Rev. Kyle Bell, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Kevin Molloy, in Residence
Deacon Samuel Moschetto
Deacon John Edgerton
Ron Appel, Parish Manager
Katherine Creamer, Office Manager
Lorna Moffitt, Parish Mgr. Assistant
Eldean Jenkins, Facilities Manager
Anne Harman, Music Director

ext. 209
ext. 207
ext. 208
ext. 224
ext. 222
ext. 215
ext. 201
ext. 203
ext. 201
ext. 206

FAITH FORMATION
Rev. Kyle Bell, Parochial Vicar
Fran Morin, Pre-K—8th Grade
Joshua Strope, Evangelization
Laura Margarella, Caritas

ext. 207
ext. 220
ext. 224
ext. 221

YOUTH MINISTRY
Bart Kovacic, Life Teen
Samantha Trapp, Edge

ext. 246
ext. 246

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Sharon Stokely, Director

ext. 225

GUARDIAN ANGELS SCHOOL
Mary Stalzer, Principal

799-6724

UPPER PINELLAS
PREGNANCY CENTER
Mary Caesar

937-4304

PARISH OFFICE FAX
727-943-0676
OFFICE EMAIL
kcreamer@ignatius.net
PARISH WEBSITE
www.st.ignatius.net

Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Carl Melchior at 345-3338

Events this Week
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Bethany Gift Shop
Store Hours: Sundays 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Tuesdays 9:45 - 12 p.m.
Fr. Gregory Ogbenika’s book ‘The Father’s Embrace,
An Encounter with Divine Mercy’
is now available in the store. All funds will benefit
Nigeria’s orphans and underprivileged children.

Donuts in the hall
The Scouts will be offering
Donuts and Coffee
after the Sunday 9 a.m. Mass.

Faith Formation
Classes this Sunday at 10 a.m.
Confirmation Sessions
this Sunday at 4 p.m.
Classes this Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
Classes this Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.

Life Teen
Following Sunday’s Life Teen Mass,
all high school teens are invited
to come to the HALL for food, fun,
exciting presentations and experiences.

Rosary Makers
Rosary Makers meet
every Monday morning
from 9:30 a.m. - noon in the hall.
All are Welcome to join in.

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited on
Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall.
For more info contact
Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Patriotic Rosary
Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary on
Wednesday mornings in the Church
following the 9 a.m. Mass.

Comeback Catholics
Been away from the Church?
Want to update your
spiritual journey?
Come join us - You are welcome here!
We meet in the Life Center Office on
the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.
Or call Terri at 727-773-5004 or make an
appointment at Comeback @ Ignatius.net

Edge Youth Ministry
All Middle School Youth are Invited!
Thursday evenings in the Youth House
from 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Fr. Kevin’s Class
This year’s topic:
The Study of Religion.
No sign up required.
Classes meet Thursdays at 7 p.m.
in rooms 2 & 3 of the Life Center.

If you're interested in becoming Catholic, you are invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m. in the Office of Evangelization
in the Life Center or contact Joshua at
727-937-4050 ext. 224 or jstrope@ignatius.net

Events this Week
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Flowers to be distributed this week at Florida Hospital North Pinellas by Caritas volunteers
were donated by by Cindy Stieber in loving memory of her father, Christopher Raco.

Join us For A Special Evening...

Come out with your entire family for
an evening of Festive Family Fun!
Cookie decorating table
will be set up!
Reindeer Food making station too.
We are expecting a visit from
the Big Man in Red!
Bring your camera for a snapshot!

Thursday, December 6th
at 6:30 p.m. in the hall
Scouts

Boy, Cub & Girl Scouts
meet every Friday evening in
the classrooms of the Life Center.

Divine Mercy Cenacle
Join us this Saturday and
every second Saturday of each
month
at 10 a.m. in room 4.
We invite ALL to join us in

Food Drive
This month’s Community Life
Food Drive is
December 8th & 9th as part of
the St. Ignatius Giving Tree.

Eucharistic Adoration
What gift can I give?
When the three Wise men
or philosophers came from
the East and found Jesus with
His Mother Mary and
foster father Joseph,
they immediately fell to the
ground and prostrated themselves before the
infant baby who they considered a King.
They gave Him three gifts to this mystery of
the God Man; Gold which pointed to Jesus’
kingship; incense to His divine sonship, and
myrrh to His Passion and death on the Cross.
And so, the question that challenges
a grateful disciple is what gift can
I give to Jesus this Christmas?
A certain truly pleasing gift, is to offer Him our
time, ourselves, in thanksgiving and adoration
during the First Friday on December 7th.
You decide the time and length of your visit.
Wrap that gift now and please sign the
Real Presence Witness Adoration Book
in the Front of the Church.
Jesus is the Eucharist
(which means “thanksgiving”)
and He will be solemnly enthroned
in the Monstrance from 9:30 a.m.
ending with at 9 p.m. with Benediction.

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
Of the Blessed Virgin Mary
is a Holy Day of Obligation.
Vigil Masses are Friday, December 7th at 4:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Solemnity Masses are Saturday, December 8th at 7:30, 9, & 11 a.m.
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Upcoming Events

St. Ignatius Advent Giving Tree
Helping those in need at Christmas time.
Each week of Advent,
we collect unwrapped gifts for a specific organization.
Please note change in order of recipients this year.
Place gifts under the tree decorated by our Childhood Center in the Church’s entrance.
THIS Sunday of Advent: (December 2) - Our Pregnancy Center.

Constant need of new or like new baby and toddler clothes, diapers sizes 4– 6, wipes,
pull ups, new bottles, pacifiers, bibs, washcloths, receiving blankets for layettes,
crib sheets, baby wash, and toiletries such as combs, brushes and nail clippers.
Financial Donations welcomed for purchase of large items, such as cribs and
mattresses.

Second Sunday of Advent: (December 9) - St. Ignatius’ Food Pantry.

Non Perishable Foods like canned meats, fruit, vegetables, beans, cereal, coffee,
tea, rice, macaroni, instant potatoes, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter & jelly.
Financial donations welcome.

Third Sunday of Advent: (December 16) - Clothes to Kids.

This organization gives to children living at poverty level or below. Girls and Boys Sizes 4 to 16,
Junior Sizes 0 to 22, Young Men Sizes 18 to 44. Accessories, back packs, underwear and socks,
in unopened packages & shoes suitable for school.

Fourth Sunday of Advent: (Dec. 23) - Ronald McDonald House.

Cleaning supplies like bleach, wipes, dishwasher soap, laundry baskets, Lysol, toilet tissue, X-14
Kitchen supplies like disposable aluminum pans, foil, electric can openers, paper towels, plastic
cutlery, paper cups, zip lock bags and
Articles for the parents and teens such as picture frames, night gowns, hair accessories, sundries,
socks, boxer shorts, and umbrellas.

Our Music Ministry is proud to
announce the release of our Christmas CD,
"What Did They Come to See?."
CD's are $20 (cash or check payable
to St. Ignatius Catholic Church)
and can be purchased
from Choir Members,
Anne Harman or in the front office.

Upcoming Events

Women’s Council
2018 Christmas Party!

Thursday, December 13th -- 11:30 a.m.
at the Tarpon Turtle Restaurant.
$20 for a buffet luncheon which includes:
Mini BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Taco Bar,
Salad, Fruit & Cheese tray and Peel 'N Eat Shrimp.
For reservations contact Jean at 727-543-5106.
Reservations must be made by December 9th.
Please bring an unwrapped baby gift for the
Pregnancy Center.

Save the Dates:
Defibrillator/CPR class - rooms 2,3
Saturday, December 15th at 9 a.m.
Faith Formation Jesus Celebration Sunday, December 16th at 10 a.m.
Advent Penance Service Monday, December 17th at 7 p.m.
Confessions in Church
Monday, December 17th at 9 a.m.
Tuesday, December 18th at 9 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Wednesday, December 19th at 9 a.m. & 7 p.m.
Lord, grant eternal rest
to the souls of
our dearly departed,
especially for
PHILIP BRENNER,
RODNEY POWELL, GERRY DAY,
ALFRED DOHERTY,
JOSEPH SEBASTIANO
and for all those we hold in our heart
who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.
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The Great Adventure
Begins again:
The Bible Time Line
Returning by Popular Demand
Presented by Deacon Sam Moschetto
Do you have trouble reading the Bible?
You are not alone. Most people begin in the
Book of Genesis and read chapter after chapter
and book after book. But something happens
when they get to the Books of Leviticus and
Deuteronomy—they lose the story line and they
stop reading.
The Bible Time Line approaches the Bible in
such a way that you read it in chronological
fashion so that the story continues on. You stay
interested and you can remember the story of
Salvation History.
There are several study features that allow you
to follow easily and with great interest. The
student works with a Study Guide that explains
the material and a set of questions to aid the
study. There is also a DVD presentation with
Jeff Cavins who will reinforce what you learn.
The whole program is 24 weeks long and
will be presented in two stagesthe first 12 sessions in the Spring and
the remaining 12 in the fall.
Session options are either
Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m.
or Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m.
Sessions begin on January 10th.
Please fill out the registration form below and
indicate your preference for the morning or
evening session. Sessions last one and a half
hours. Return the form with a check or cash to
the Parish office. Please make checks to
‘St. Ignatius of Antioch Church’.
_________________________
REGISTRATION FORM
Name ___________________________
Telephone________________________
Workbook Offering $35
Session Desired… Morning____ Evening____
If you are a returning student and have a Study
Guide book, please indicate here _____

Parish News

Page 8

Respect Life Corner

Altar Flowers

“Life is a unique gift from
conception to natural death.
It is God alone to give and take.
Each one of us has a mission,
each one of us is called to change
the world, to work for
a culture of life.”
Pope Benedict XVI

You are invited to share in the enhancement of our
Church at Christmas time, as well as, a memorial for
your loved ones, both living and deceased,
by donating towards our Christmas decorations.
Special flower envelopes are available
on the Church’s Courtesy Desk.

The New Pavers have
been placed!
If you ordered the $12 mini-paver, please pick
it up at the Parish Office between 9 am—4 pm.

Don’t Miss A Thing
Check out our Website ,
Facebook Page &
myparishapp

Project Thanks
In partnership with Salvation Army,
Tarpon Springs Shepherd Center provides
turkey dinners to families during Christmas.
With your kindness and generosity more dinners
can be distributed this year.
You can contribute online at www.tscenter.org or
send a check to Tarpon Springs Shepherd Center,
304 S Pinellas Ave. Tarpon Springs, 34689 or
drop an envelope marked ‘Project Thanks’
in Sunday’s collection basket.

School News

Early Childhood...
We offer a half day program,
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily, with before care and
after care extending the day
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed.
Our two, three, four, and five year olds
develop spiritually, physically, emotionally,
and intellectually.

Call the Early Childhood Center to
schedule a tour (727) 937-5427.

...Moms Morning Out
Wednesdays & Thursdays
in room 8 of the Life Center
from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
$10 per visit or 6 for $50
Ages 1 and walking to 36 months.

Guardian Angels...
Our students
Learn, Serve, Lead, Succeed.
Schedule a tour today and
let us show you why
our students shine!

Contact Mary Stalzer
at mstalzer@gacsfl.com

...Save Box Top Labels
Guardian Angels School is
collecting box top labels.
Please place your box tops on
the courtesy desk in the Church.
Thank You!

DATE

MASS INTENTIONS
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Special Intentions of
St. Ignatius Women’s Council
+ Lucie Somers

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ Paul Carey
For the People of Our Parish
+ Henry Lambert
+ Christopher Raco

Saturday, December 1

Sunday, December 2

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2
Luke 21:25-36

\

Monday, December 3
St. Francis Xavier
Isaiah 2:1-5
Matthew 8:5-11

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, December 4
St. John Damascene
Isaiah 11:1-10
Luke 10:21-24

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, December 5
Isaiah 26:1-6
Matthew 15:29-37

7:30 a.m.

Thursday, December 6
St. Nicholas
Isaiah 26:1-6
Matthew 7:21-27

Friday, December 7
St. Ambrose
Isaiah 29:17-24
Matthew 9:27-31

Saturday, December 8
The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Genesis 3:9-20
Ephesians 1:3-12
Luke 1:26-38

Sunday, December 9

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Baruch 5:1-9
Philipians 1:4-11
Luke 3:1-6

9:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

+ Ed Carroll
+ Robert Kochan
+ Arthur Sieracki

9:45 a.m. — 12 p.m. Bethany Shop Open
6:30 p.m. Pre Confirmation - 8th Grade class
6:30 p.m. 6th & 7th Grade Class

9:00 a.m.

For Vocations to the Priesthood &
Religious Life
+ Pedro Ortiz & Victor Torres

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Joseph P. Secko
+ Eugene Holmes

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Special Intentions of Rosa Adela
+ Deceased Members of the
Mocschetto & Bousquet Familes

Immaculate Conception Masses:
7:30 a.m.
+ Robert Bozza
9:00 a.m.
+ Deceased Members of
the Kennedy Family
11:00 a.m.
For the People of Our Parish
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ Rev. Michael Hannon
+ Donna Armand

\

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

9:45 a.m. — 12 p.m. Bethany Shop Open
9:00 a.m. Donuts in the hall
10:00 a.m. Pre K - 5th Grade Class
10:00 a.m. FF Penance Service in Chapel/hall
4:00 p.m. Confirmation Sessions
7:30 p.m. Life Night after Mass in the hall

+ Anna Thomas
+ Rosa Scarola

Immaculate Conception Vigil Masses
4:00 p.m.
+ Nick & Maria Tavella
7:00 p.m.
+ Paul Tsompanas

Saturday, December 8

EVENTS

+ Waclaw Sulkowski
For the People of Our Parish
For An End to Abortions
+ Dominico Mastrandrea

Rosary Makers in the hall
Boy Scout Leaders in rooms 7,8
Cub Scout Leaders in rooms 9,10
RCIA in Evangelization Office

6:00 a.m. Brothers in Christ in hall
9:30 a.m. Patriotic Rosary in Church
9:30 a.m. Moms Morning Out room 8
5:00 p.m. Children’s Choir in the Church
6:30 p.m. Pre Confirmation - 8th Grade class
6:30 p.m. 6th & 7th Grade Class
7:00 p.m. Comeback Catholics in
Life Center
Parish Offices
Close Office
at Noon
9:30 a.m. Moms Morning Out room 8
6:00 p.m. Edge in the youth house
6:30 p.m. Cookies with Mrs. Claus in hall
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal in Church
7:00 p.m.Parish
Fr. Offices
Kevin’s Closed
Class in rooms 2, 3
Eucharistic Adoration
9:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. in the Chapel
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1142 in room 6
6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 817 in room 7
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts in rooms 2-4
7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts in rooms 8-12

10:30 a.m. Divine Mercy Cenacle in room 4
12:00 p.m. Girl Scouts in the hall
2:00 p.m. Tech Social in rooms 2,3,4

Food Pantry Drive this Weekend
Food Drive this Weekend
With Advent Giving Tree

9:45 a.m. — 12 p.m. Bethany Shop Open
9:00 a.m. Donuts in the hall
10:00 a.m. Pre K - 5th Grade Class
10:00 a.m. FF Penance Service in Chapel/hall
7:30 p.m. Life Night after Mass in the hall

