
 

Prepare 



   

  Preparing for Christmas  

 (Please note that the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  
is transferred to Monday, December 9th, this year and is not a holy day of obligation.) 

 

 Last year I decided to put up my Christmas decorations in my house...on December 26th. That  
didn’t work. So, this year I decided to get to them early. I bought a tree on Monday, let it sit in water until 
Thursday and then performed the most exquisite example on how not to decorate a tree on Thursday. I’m 
really bad at that, but then again, it’s better than nothing. So, I’m ahead of last year. A bit. 
 

 We all spend a lot of time getting ready for Christmas. There’s the gifts, the cards, the decorating, 
the cooking, the visits to Santa, the children’s pageants. Why do we do all this? “Well, everyone else is  
doing it,” you might say. “We can’t be the only house on the block without Christmas lights.” There’s  
some truth to that. After all we want to join those who are celebrating the birth of Jesus. The gifts are 
meant to be an expression of our joy in God’s gift of His Son, for He so loved the world. The cards might 
seem insignificant, but they are really important. Perhaps there might be someone we drop a card to whose 
life will brighten when they hear from us.  And as far as the children are concerned, we want them to be 
full of joy on Christmas and we need to spend time reminding them why this is a day of joy. The music 
specific to the Christmas season is important too. The carols get us in the mood to celebrate as they remind 
us what we are celebrating. 
 

 So, there is an importance to all our Christmas preparations. It would be sad, though, if we didn’t 
do the most important preparation: preparing our souls to celebrate the coming of Jesus as one of us. 
 

 Maybe we take this for granted. After all, we are all concerned Catholics. We wouldn’t be here in 
Church if we weren’t. But we do have to be careful that having so much to do in a short time we just  
presume that spiritually we’ll be ready for Christmas.  
 

 Think about the Pharisees and the Sadducees who came to John for Baptism in today’s Gospel. 
John is pretty rough on them. He calls them a brood of vipers. They are going through the motions of  
accepting his baptism of repentance, but they are not sincere. Perhaps they, as always, were concerned  
with putting on a show of piety. He tells them to prove that they want a change in the world by producing 
good fruit. He warns them that it is not enough to say that they are children of Abraham. They have to  
live as God’s people. 
 

 The real preparation for Christmas that you and I need to make is our determination to turn  
from evil and sin and hatred and turn to celebrate the One who brings peace and love to the world.  
We have penance services and increased times for reconciliation to help us turn from sin. We have special 
charitable opportunities like the Advent Giving Tree and Project Thanks to help us foster love.  
 

 We do have to be careful that with all the Advent preparation we make, we don’t make the mistake 
of Befana in a folktale of the Epiphany.  
 

 Befana the housewife, scrubbing her pane, 
 Saw three old sages ride down the lane, 
 Saw three gray travelers pass her door,  
 Gaspar, Balthazar and Melchior. 
 
 

 “Where journey you, sirs?” she asked of them. 
 Balthazar answered, “To Bethlehem, 
 
 

 “For we have news of a marvelous thing, 
 Born in a stable is Christ the King.” 
 
 

 “Give him my welcome,” 
 Then Gaspar smiled, 
 “Come with us mistress to greet the child.” 
 
 

 “O happily, happily would I fare, 
 “Were my dusting through,  
 and I polished the stair.” 
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      (Fulfills Sunday Obligation) 
Sunday……...7:30, 9:00, 11:30 a.m. and                   
      6:00 p.m. Life Teen 
Weekdays…..7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
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                       and after the 6:30 p.m. Mass 

 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE  937-4050 
Main Office ext. 201 

 

Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino,  Pastor               ext. 209 

      msgrjpellegrino@ignatius.net 
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PARISH OFFICE FAX                727-943-0676 

OFFICE EMAIL          kcreamer@ignatius.net 
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Miraculous Medal Devotion:  
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m. 

First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m. 

 

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office 

Marriage: Please call the Parish Office  

at least 6 months in advance. 

Holy Orders: Please call  

Rev. Chuck Dornquast at 345-3338 

 

 
 Old Melchior leaned on his saddle horn, 
 “Then send but a gift to the small Newborn.” 
 

 “O gladly, gladly, I’d send him one, 
 “Were the hearthstone swept  
 and my weaving done. 
 

 “As soon as I’ve baked my bread, 
 “I’ll fetch him a pillow for his head, 
 “And a coverlet too,” Befana said. 
 

 “When the rooms are aired and the linen dry, 
 ‘I’ll look to the babe,” 
 But the three rode by. 
 

 She worked for a day, and a night and a day, 
 Then, gifts in her hand, she took up her way. 
 But she never found where the Christ Child lay. 
 

 And still she wanders at Christmastide. 
 Houseless, whose house was all her pride. 
 

 Whose heart was tardy, whose gifts were late, 
 Wanders and knocks at every gate. 
 Crying, “Good people, let the bells begin. 
 “Put off your toiling and let love in.” 
 
 
 

 “Put off your toiling and let love in.” This is what Christmas is  
about: letting love in. We are going through a difficult time in the world  
and in our country. There are, sadly, people who think that in certain  
circumstances bigotry and hatred are acceptable. Right wing groups like the 
KKK are convinced that they are being good Americans if they hate others. 
Those in Middle East terrorist groups express their hatred in many horrible 
ways. Those affected by terrorists think they have a right not only to hate 
those who attack them, but also anyone of the terrorists’ faith. More than 
that, some people think they have a right to hate all people from the Mideast. 
I was talking to a lady recently who was a Catholic from Iraq. She told me 
how difficult it was for her to love when she is continually abused with hate-
ful remarks from people so bigoted that they don’t even notice the persecu-
tion Iraqi Catholics suffer. It is amazing how hatred and ignorance work hand 
in hand. Some people who hate act as though they are good Christians. They  
are not. True followers of Jesus Christ respond to His call to make the Lord’s 
love real in the world.  
 

 The world needs true Christians now more than ever. The world 
needs us to celebrate Love Become One of Us, with our determination to 
end the antagonism and hatred by removing hatred from our own lives.   
 

 The preparations we are making for Christmas are important, but 
nothing is more important than our efforts to Let Love In.   
 

 Let love into our lives.  Let Love into our world.  This is the best 
way, the true way, the only way that we can celebrate the Child. 
 

  Yours in Christ,  



 

Life Teen  
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Flowers to be distributed this week at  
Advent Health North Pinellas  
were donated in devotion to  
the Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 

Caritas Ministry 

St. Ignatius Advent Giving Tree  
Helping those in need at Christmas time.  

Each week of Advent, we collect unwrapped gifts for a specific organization.  
Place gifts under the tree decorated by our Childhood Center in the Church’s entrance.     

 

THIS WEEK: Second Sunday of  Advent: (December 8) -  
Clothes to Kids.  
This organization gives to children living at poverty level or below.  
Girls and Boys Sizes 4 to 16, Junior Sizes 0 to 22, Young Men Sizes 18 to 44.   
Accessories, back packs, underwear and socks, in unopened packages & shoes. 

Next week: 
Third Sunday of  Advent: (December 15) - St. Ignatius Food Pantry.  
Non Perishable Foods -canned meats, fruit, vegetables, beans, cereal, coffee,  
tea, rice, macaroni, instant potatoes, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter & jelly.  

                             Financial donations welcome. 
Fourth Sunday of  Advent: (December 22) - Our Pregnancy Center.  
Constant need of  new or like new baby/toddler clothes, diapers sizes 4– 6, 
wipes, pull ups, new bottles, pacifiers, bibs, washcloths, receiving blankets for  
layettes, crib sheets, baby wash, and toiletries such as combs, brushes and  
nail clippers. Financial Donations welcomed for purchase of  large items,  
such as cribs and mattresses. 

You are invited to share in the enhancement of our Church at Christmas time  
as well as a memorial for your loved ones, both living and deceased,  

by donating towards our Christmas decorations.  
Special flower envelopes are available on the Church’s Courtesy Desk.  

The Solemnity of  the  
Immaculate Conception  

Of  the Blessed Virgin Mary  
has been moved to  

Monday, December 9th and  
is Not a Holy Day of Obligation . 

The Solemnity will be celebrated at  
the 7 a.m. & 9 a.m. Masses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This weekend is our Annual Collection  
for the Retirement fund for Religious. 

 

Aging religious need your help.  
This appeal assists 31,000 Senior Catholic  

sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who  
ministered for years for little to no pay.  
Their sacrifices now leave their religious 

 communities without  
adequate retirement savings.  

 

Your gift helps to provide medications, nursing 
care, and more for our elderly religious.  
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A Christmas Concert 
Jesus – A Child & Stranger 

Dec. 20th Friday:                7:30 p.m. in the  Church 

Christmas Events 
 

Sacrament of Penance Schedule 
 

Dec. 16 Monday:        9:30 a.m. Confessions 
                                     7:00 p.m. Penance Service 
Dec. 17 Tuesday:         9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. Confessions 
Dec. 18 Wednesday:   9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. Confessions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebration of the Nativity  
of the Lord Masses  

(Christmas) 

 
 

Dec. 24 Tuesday:       4:00 p.m. Church.... St. Ignatius Adult Music Ministry 
       4:00 p.m. Fr. John LaTondress Chapel and Life Center 
       6:30 p.m. Church… Children's Focus 
 

Dec. 25 Wednesday:         Midnight Mass 
                 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 

(Please note there is no Life Teen Mass on Christmas Day) 
 
 

Masses for the Celebration  
of the Solemnity of Mary (January 1) 

 
  Dec. 31 Tuesday:     4:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
   Jan. 1 Wednesday:    7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 
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Store Hours: Sundays 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
                     Tuesdays 9:45 -  12 p.m. 

Check out our Christmas, First Communion,  
Confirmation gift selection. 

 

Bethany Gift Shop 

Rosary Makers meet every Monday  
morning from 9:30 a.m. - noon  

in the hall.  
             All are Welcome to join in. 

 

Rosary Makers 

Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary  
On Wednesday mornings  

after the 9 a.m. Mass in the Church. 

 

Patriotic Rosary 

  All men of the parish are invited on 
  Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall. 
          For more info contact  
         Geoff at 813-728-2082. 

 

Brothers in Christ 

Need a Morning Break? 
Wednesdays & Thursdays in  

Life Center’s room 8 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  
 $10 per visit or 6 for $50.  

 Ages 1 and walking to 36 months.  

 

Mom’s Morning Out 

 

Rite of Initiation 
If you're interested in becoming Catholic, 

you are invited to our  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m. in the  
Office of Evangelization Office in the Life Center.  

Contact Joshua at 727-937-4050 ext. 224 or 
jstrope@ignatius.net 

 

Sunday  
All Classes at 10 a.m. 

Confirmation Classes at 4 p.m.  
 
 

Tuesday & Wednesday Classes at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Faith Formation this Week 

The Scouts will be offering  
Donuts and Coffee  

this Sunday at 9 a.m. in the hall. 

 

Donuts in the Hall 

Life Teen Nights: 
Every Sunday our Life Teen group meets for  
a night filled with food and friends.  
We explore our Faith, Life, and being the Sons 

and Daughters of God.  

Come to our 6 p.m. Life Teen Mass &  
join us after in the hall at 7:30 p.m.!  

This Sunday:  
Teen Penance Service at 8 p.m.  

 

Life Teen  
Children -Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Adults—Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!   
 

Now is a great time to join our choir as we prepare 
for Christmas. Besides singing, we will present a  
costumed nativity scene at the Choir Concert 
‘Jesus—A Child & Stranger’ on December 20th. 
 

Contact Brandon Vennink, Music Director at  
937-4050 ext. 206 or email at bvennink@ignatus.net 

 

Choir Rehearsals 

Our grades 6-8 ministry, known as EDGE,  

is a dynamic middle school youth ministry. 
 

This ministry provides an opportunity to grow  
in faith by developing a meaningful relationship 
with Jesus through EDGE Nights and social  
activities. It is all about making a difference in 
their hearts & empowering them to seek Christ.  
 

All Middle School Youth Invited  -  
Join us this Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in the hall! 
 

      Meet up with your fellow teens for a night 
filled with snacks, Jesus, and a fun time....  

 

Edge 
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Divine Mercy Cenacle 

Join every second Saturday of each month  
at 10 a.m. in room 4.  

We invite ALL 
to join us in our faith journey.  

Young Adult Men’s & Women’s Groups 
Contact the parish office– 937-4050 ext. 201 

Catholic Ministry at St. Petersburg  
College, Tarpon Springs Campus  

 Any students of  SPC should contact  
Fr. Kyle Bell in the parish office  

to find out more! 

Catholic Young Adults of  North Pinellas  
A multi-parish ministry that facilitates social, worship, 
and service opportunities for Catholic  
young adults in north Pinellas.  
Reach us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/CYANorthPinellas/ 

Young Adult Ministries! 

 
 
 
 
 
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls  
of our dearly departed, especially for 

 

EVELYN WALLACE,  
REYNALDO GARCIA & 
JAMES DePASQUALE                  

   and for all those we hold in our hearts  
who have died,  

may they rest in the arms of God. 

Every Friday: 
 

Boy Scouts meet in rooms 2,3,4 
Cub Scouts meet in the hall 
Girls Scouts meet in rooms 6 & 7  

 

Scouts 

Join in on Thursdays  
for an Audio Visual presentation  

of the Old Testament 
      at 7 p.m. in rooms 2 & 3.  

Notes will be given.   
No registration required.  

 

Fr. Kevin’s Class 

Project Thanks 

In partnership with Salvation Army,  
Tarpon Springs Shepherd Center provides  

turkey dinners to families during Christmas.  
You can contribute online at www.tscenter.org or 
send a check to Tarpon Springs Shepherd Center, 

304 S Pinellas Ave. Tarpon Springs, 34689 or  
drop an envelope marked ‘Project Thanks’  

in Sunday’s collection basket.  

Applications for Extra-Ordinary  
Ministers of the Eucharist 

We are looking to increase the number of our  
Extra-Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist.  

To be an EM, a person needs to be in a  
Catholic marriage or committed to living a celibate 

life until marriage, and a regular  
–weekly attendee at Mass.   

If you would like to be considered  
please call Katherine  

in the Parish Office at 727-937-4050 

Come join us on the 3rd Saturday  
of the month  

in rooms 2-3 from 10 a.m. to Noon. 
 

There will be No Meeting on December 21st  
Our next Meeting January 18th using  

Rose Sweet’s book Rebuilding after Divorce  
for discussion (Intro thru Chap 8). 

Contact Christine Grieco at 727-519-3360  
for more information or to order the book. 

 

 

Separated or Divorced? 
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  A Wonderful STREAM program!  
Classrooms are filled with  

excellent, faithful teachers and  
staff working with  

our precious students.  
 

Science, Technology, Religion,  
Engineering, Arts & Math 

 

Join us for Our Open House on  
Thursday, December 12th  

at 9:30 a.m- 2 p.m. 

We offer a half  day program,  
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily,  

with before care and after care extending the day  
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if  needed.  

 

Our two, three, four, and five year olds develop  
spiritually, physically, emotionally, and intellectually.  

 

Call to schedule a tour at 727-937-5427. 

 
Catholic Questions and Answers –  

An Adult Faith Formation Class  
offered by Fr Kyle Bell 

 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays in January  
 

Do you have questions about our Catholic faith?  
About the Eucharist? Marriage? Confession?  

Priesthood? Heaven, Hell, Purgatory?  
Or maybe just questions about why  

we do what we do in the Mass? 
 

This class is envisioned as a series of presentations on 
the questions about our faith that are of  
the most interest to the parishioners of  

                  St Ignatius of Antioch Church.  
Therefore, we will not be following a curriculum,  

nor a particular book.  Simply come to the class  
(or classes) on the topic (or topics)  

that interest you the most.   
Classes will meet in rooms 2 & 3 at 6:30 p.m. 

 on Tuesdays and Wednesdays  
to make it as available as possible. 

 

Submit a question you’d like us to cover by going to: 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3Q27M8M 

 

Check us out on MyParishapp,  

our Facebook Page,   
or scan our Website Link,  
And now, on Instagram!     

Word in Action  
“Adventures in Matthew: The King and His Kingdom” 

Facilitated by: Deacon Sam Moschetto 
 
 

“Word In Action” will be offering a comprehensive  
program on the “Gospel of Matthew”. This is a 24-week 

course that will be presented in two semesters. The  
program is a combination of video and classroom study. 

Jeff Cavins provides comprehensive teaching and  
commentary on the Gospel of Matthew via video. A 
study guide book will help guide through the Gospel 
with thought-provoking questions for home and class 
study. “The Adventures in Matthew” shows how Jesus 
builds on the foundation laid in the Old Testament to 

inaugurate the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ on earth.  
The study will show how Jesus is the completion of all 

the promises laid out in the Old Testament and  
links Jesus as its fulfillment.  

 

To allow time for the receipt of  class materials, Deacon 
Sam is recommends pre-registration for the sessions that 
begin on January 9th. The Study Guide booklet requires 
an offering of $36. Students who have already taken this 
course and have the workbooks do not need to re-buy 
but please need to register. This material will be used  

for the entire two semester periods.  
 
 

Registration Form 
Name: ___________________________________  
Date: ________________________ 
Telephone Number: ___________________  
*Student Study Materials: __$36_____ 
Student Name: ____________________________ 
 

*New students, please make checks payable to  
St. Ignatius  or cash is accepted 

 

Guardian Angels School 

Fr. Kyles Class 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3Q27M8M


 

Parish Offices Close at Noon 

    Food Pantry Drive this Weekend 

 

 

If you wish to have a Mass said for special intentions  
or for deceased family members or friends,  

please stop by the parish office between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdays. 

   

DATE MASS INTENTIONS EVENTS 
 

 

 

Saturday, December 7 
 

 
 

     4:00 p.m.     Special Intentions of the   
                     St. Ignatius Women’s Council 
  6:30 p.m.    + Ninfa Prince 

    

 

 

Sunday, December 8 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Romans 15:4-9 
Matthew 3:1-12 

 
 
 
 

  7:30 a.m.     Special Intentions of Daniel Ryan 
  9:00 a.m.     For the People of Our Parish                  
11:30 a.m.     + Salvatore & Loretta Gruppuso  
 6:00 p.m.     + Joy Walsh 

 

   8:30 a.m.     Bethany Gift Shop Open 
   9:00 a.m.     Donuts in the hall 

 10:00 a.m.    Faith Formation classes - rooms 
  4:00 p.m.    Confirmation Sessions 
       7:30 p.m.    Life Teen Night in the hall 
  8:00 p.m.    Teen Penance Service in Church 

 
 

Monday, December 9 
Immaculate Conception of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Genesis 3:9-15 
Luke 1:26-38 

     
 

 

     7:00 a.m.     + Michael Malloy 
  9:00 a.m.     + Domenico Mastrandrea 

 
 

 

      9:30 a.m.     Rosary Makers in the hall 
    7:00 p.m.       RCIA in the Evangelization Office    

 

Tuesday, December 10 
Isaiah 40:1-11 

Matthew 18:12-14 

      

  7:00 a.m.     Special Intentions of Ann Swital 
  9:00 a.m.     + Beverly Gadwell  
10:30 a.m.     + Joel Cavalier 

 
 
 
 

   9:45 a.m.     Bethany Gift Shop Open 

   6:30 p.m.    All Faith Formation classes 

 
 

Wednesday, December 11 
St. Damausu, Pope 
Isaiah 40:25-31 

Matthew 11:28-30 

 
 

 

  7:00 a.m.     For Vocations to the Priesthood  
                     & Religious Life 
  9:00 a.m.     + Theresa Vasta 

 

                        

              6:00 a.m.     Brothers in Christ in the hall 
   9:30 a.m.     Mom’s Morning Out in room 8 
   9:30 a.m.     Patriotic Rosary in the Church 
  5:30 p.m.    Children’s Choir in the Church 
   6:30 p.m.    All Faith Formation classes  

 
 
 
 

Thursday, December 12 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Zechariah 2:14-17 
Luke 1:26-38 

 
 

 
 

      7:00 a.m.     + Lucy Villena 
  9:00 a.m.     + Vilma Vyniski 
 

                

    

   9:30 a.m.     Mom’s Morning Out in room 8  

 10:30 a.m.     Deacon Sam’s Class in rooms 2,3 
  6:30 p.m.    Edge in the Hall 

  6:30 p.m.     Deacon Sam’s Class in room 9 
  7:00 p.m.     Adult Choir in the Church 
  7:00 p.m.     Fr. Kevin’s Class in rooms 2,3  

 
 

Friday, December 13 
St. Lucy 

Isaiah 48:17-19 
Matthew 11:16-19 

 
 
 

    7:00 a.m.     + Barbara Siergiej  
  9:00 a.m.     + Al & Lucy Lichtsteiner 
   

 
 

  6:00 p.m.     Girl Scouts in rooms 6,7 
  6:30 p.m.     Cub Scouts Pack Meeting in hall  
  7:00 p.m.     Boy Scouts in rooms 2-4 

 

Saturday, December 14 
St. John of the Cross 

Sirach 48:1-11 
Matthew 17:9-13 

 
 

 

      9:00 a.m.     + Waclaw Sulkowski 

 

 
10:00 a.m.     Divine Mercy Cenacle in room 4  

 

 

 

Saturday, December 14 
 

 
 

     4:00 p.m.     For An End to Abortions 
  6:30 p.m.    + Salvatore DeMasi 

    

 

 

Sunday, December 15 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

  7:30 a.m.     Special Intentions of  
                     Elizabeth Edmiston 
  9:00 a.m.     For the People of Our Parish                  
11:30 a.m.     + Michael Stalowicz  
 6:00 p.m.     + Joseph  & Patricia Gibbons 

 
 

   8:30 a.m.     Bethany Gift Shop Open 

10:00 a.m.    Faith Formation classes - rooms 
                     & Jesus Celebration in hall 
       7:30 p.m.    Life Teen Night in the hall 

Advent Giving Tree - Clothes to Kids 

Advent Giving Tree - St. Ignatius 
Community Life Food Pantry 


