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December 9, 2018

Our Need for a Savior
Today’s first reading is from the Book of Baruch. Baruch had been a disciple of the prophet Jeremiah. This was at the time
of the Babylonian conquest and the exile of the people of the Kingdom of Judah, about 588 BC. Most of the people were led in
chains to Babylon. Some were taken by other nations. Some, like those who held Jeremiah, fled to Egypt. Baruch’s prophecy is
that the time is coming when the hand of God would prevail over the captors and the people would return from their exile.
And that time did come when Cyrus of Persia conquered the Babylonians and sent all the captive people back to the homelands.
So what? I mean, what does this have to do with us, living 2,600 years later? Why should we be concerned with the
historical events of 25 centuries ago? Well, if we stay on the plain of history, these events really don’t have anything to do
with us. But, if we go beyond history and consider the human condition, then the readings are all about us.
The Hebrews were brought into exile not just because they were weaker than their neighbors, but because they deserted the
God who had formed them into His people. No, they had not stopped worshiping in the Temple, but their faith in God was
very much just lip service. They joined in with the pagan customs of those around them. They practiced pagan immorality.
They even offered their children for child sacrifice to the pagan gods. They adopted pagan glorification of the material over
the spiritual. For all these sins, God let them be led into exile. Once in exile, the people realized that there was no hope for
them to free themselves. They were captives of a powerful kingdom. They realized that they were completely dependent on
God to free them. They needed Him to work His Power and Might for them. Baruch prophesied that God would deliver them.
And He did.
The condition the Hebrew people were in is not all that different than our human condition. So many people give lip
service to religion, but live as pagans. So many people join in with the glorification of the material over the spiritual. Immorality
attacks us every day. Sometimes it is out in the world. Sometimes it is within our families. Often it is within each of us. We
want to, we have to fight evil, but it is stronger than we are, at least then we are left by ourselves. So we call upon God to
deliver us from evil. He is more powerful than any thing that is attacking us. He frees us from all that holds us captive.
In his book, Starlight, John Shea presents a well known story of a people who needed to recognize their frailty and need
for God. I believe this story can help us understand why we call out to God every Advent. The story is the Wolf of Gubbio.
Back in 13th century Italy there was a beautiful city named Gubbio nestled in the foothills of the Apennines. The city had
magnificent Churches, a splendid civic building, a beautiful piazza for meetings and people who were very, very proud of their
city. When the people from Gubbio traveled to another part of Italy, they would be recognized by their dress just as all people
of that epoch wore the distinctive clothing of their village. They would also be recognized by their haughtiness. “We are from
Gubbio,” they would proclaim with their words and their mannerisms. They were proud, defiant and very full of themselves.
One night in the early fall, a shadowy figure lurked out of the woods near Gubbio. It made its way through the streets and
the alleys of the city. The next morning a terrible discovery was made in Gubbio. One of the citizens of the city, an elderly man,
was found dead in the street. He was bloodied. Bones were broken. He appeared to be mauled. Everyone was afraid. “Some
stranger must have come to our city and done this horrible thing,” someone said. Everyone agreed. That night, for the first
time, everyone locked their doors. Everyone stayed inside, everyone except for one lady. She was found dead the next morning.
As the people gathered around her body another lady called out. “I saw what happened. It was a wolf. I saw a wolf walk right
down the street by my house last night. A big grey wolf.”
All that day, the talk of the town was, “What are we going to do? How are we going to get this wolf out of Gubbio?” Two
young men heard about the wolf and decided that this was a wonderful opportunity for them. They would stay up that night
and kill the wolf. Then everyone in town would appreciate them and reward them for the rest of their lives. So they stayed up
and hunted the wolf. Only the wolf found them first. As the towns people gathered around their bodies, some said, “We will
have to call for military assistance.” But others said, ‘No, then all of Italy will know that there is a wolf in Gubbio. People will
mock us. No one will ever visit our city again. No merchants will come to trade with us.” And they cried, “What will we do?
What will we do?”

A young girl in the crowd said, “I heard that in one of our neighboring cities there is a holy man who talks to animals.
Why don’t we ask him to talk to the wolf.” Some people thought that she was crazy, but no one had a better idea. So they
sent a delegation to the neighboring city with the mission to find the holy man and to have him tell the wolf to obey
God’s commandments. “Tell the wolf to go someplace else. Perhaps he can tell the wolf to go to Perugia. They deserve a
wolf in Perugia. Perhaps he can tell the wolf to go to Spoleto. They wouldn’t even recognize a wolf in Spoleto.”
The delegation went to that city and found out that indeed there was a holy man there who had a reputation of talking to
animals. They found him on the outskirts of the city, reconstructing an old Church with some of his followers. He was short
and frail and wore a dirty brown habit. They told him their problem and asked him to talk to the wolf for them. “Tell him to
obey God’s commandments. Tell him to go someplace else.” Perugia seemed to be the best place for a wolf to go.

Second Sunday of Advent
That evening the holy man traveled to Gubbio and entered the woods on the outskirts of the city. He walked for a little
while when he came upon the beast. “Brother wolf,” he said, “we need to talk.”
The next morning the holy man was standing in the Piazza of Gubbio by their beautiful fountain. The people gathered
around and asked. “Did you find the wolf? Did you tell him to obey God’s commandments? Did you show him how to get to
Perugia?” The Holy Man just stood on the steps of fountain and said, “This is what you are to do. Feed your wolf.”
“Our wolf,” they said. He’s not our wolf.”
But the Holy Man just said again, “Feed your wolf,” and he moved through the crowd and went back to his own city.
That night the long grey figure lurked again through the city. The wolf went up one street, then the next, and then down
an alley. Suddenly, a door opened and a plate of meat was pushed outside. The wolf ate the meat and went away. The next
evening the wolf came back. He went down that same street and into that same alley. Another door opened. Another plate of
meat was pushed outside. Again the wolf ate and left. After a while everyone one in the city, every single family, had fed the
wolf. Now, when they would travel from city to city and people would ask them where they were from, they would say,
‘Gubbio.” The people would then ask, “Gubbio, don’t you have a wolf in Gubbio?” And they would respond. “Yes, and we
feed our wolf in Gubbio.”
Now that holy man, of course, was Francis of Assisi. The story goes that the same year that Francis taught the people of
Gubbio to feed their wolf, he began the tradition of the Christmas crib and celebrating midnight Mass around the crib. This
took place on the land of John of Grecco. According to legend, on that first Midnight Mass around the crib, the manger was
empty, but John of Grecco and others saw a baby in the manger sleeping. When after the Gospel, Francis, who was a
deacon, began to preach, the baby opened its eyes.
Many people were drawn to Assisi by Francis’ simplicity. They also wanted to see that first Christmas crib. Of course
there were also animals drawn to that crib. There were sheep and oxen, cows, dogs, a donkey or two, and they tell us, at that
first Christmas crib there was also a wolf.
The point of the strange story is that the people had been so arrogant that they didn’t recognize their need for a Savior.
When Francis told them to feed their wolf, he was telling them to realize their need for God.
If we are haughty and above it all, how can we possibly appreciate the gift of a child in a manger? How can we even want
the gift of a child in a manger if we are so taken with our own splendor. Why should we who wear gold and silver be drawn to
a child in rags? Do we even need a Savior if we are so convinced of our innate goodness?
But if we recognize our frailty, we then will understand our need for the Son of God to redeem us from ourselves. Then
we can appreciate the wonder of Christmas, the wonder of the birth of Jesus. The wolf in Gubbio is our own frail humanity,
our sinfulness, needing the hand of a Savior to feed us, to keep us from destroying ourselves and others. The wolf of Gubbio
reminds us that we are dependent on the mercy of God.
This brings us back to the first story, the history of the freeing of the Hebrew People from captivity in Babylon. This is
an analogy of the infinite mercy of God freeing us from the forces of evil.
Pope Francis often reminds us that we need God’s mercy. One of the themes of his papacy is that God’s mercy is greater
than our deepest hope and need. Pope Francis loves saying that the only limits to God’s mercy are those we put on God. We
stop seeking mercy because we decide that our sins are too terrible to be forgiven. We are wrong. We need His mercy. And
He wants us to receive his mercy. God sees what evil is doing to our world. He is greater than evil. He sees what evil is doing
to each of us. He sees how much we need to be freed from evil. He has compassion on us. We live under the mercy of God.
“I will sing of your mercy that leads us through valleys of sorrow to rivers of joy,” Jars of Clay sang in the Valley Song.
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We who have been forgiven need to proclaim to the world the mercy of God.
A wonderful way to prepare for Christmas is to recognize the need for Christ in our lives. He is the one who fills our
emptiness. He is the one who completes our inadequacies. And what a gift He is! If our emptiness and our inadequacies are
filled by Jesus Christ, then we thank God for our need for His presence. We thank God for leading us to call out to His Son.
We thank God for the need that He alone can fill. We thank God that there is a wolf in Gubbio. And we proclaim to the
world that sees us as frail humans, that yes, we have a wolf. But we feed our wolf. We feed our wolf with that merciful
presence whose birth we will celebrate on December 25th.
“Rejoice, Jerusalem! For your Savior is in your midst.” And God knows, we need Him.
Yours in Christ,

Events this Week
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Rosary Makers

This weekend is our Annual Collection
for the Retirement fund for Religious.
Aging religious need your help.
This appeal assists 31,000 Senior Catholic sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests who
ministered for years for little to no pay. Their
sacrifices now leave their religious communities
without adequate retirement savings. Your gift
helps to provide medications, nursing care, and
more for our elderly religious.

Bethany Gift Shop
Store Hours: Sundays 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Tuesdays 9:45 - 12 p.m.
Christmas, First Communion, & Confirmation Gifts!

Donuts in the hall
The Scouts will be offering
Donuts and Coffee
after the Sunday 9 a.m. Mass.

Faith Formation
Classes this Sunday at 10 a.m.
Classes this
Tuesday & Wednesday
with Penance Service
at 6:30 p.m. in Church.

Life Teen
Following Sunday’s Life Teen Mass,
all high school teens are invited
to come to the HALL for food, fun,
exciting presentations and experiences
& Life Teen Penance Service in Church tonight.

Rosary Makers meet
every Monday morning
from 9:30 a.m. - noon in the hall.
All are Welcome to join in.
If you're interested
in becoming Catholic,
you are invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m. in the
Office of Evangelization
in the Life Center or contact Joshua at
727-937-4050 ext. 224 or jstrope@ignatius.net

Autism Support
Join us every second Tuesday
of each month at 7 p.m.
From your computer, tablet or smartphone go
go to https://zoom.us/meeting/476265687/ics?
isToken=93cee3daa6383a9925edfc5b2425f55c95
6cdeb771690ec1fe60a84613309036

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited on
Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall.
For more info contact
Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Patriotic Rosary
Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary on
Wednesday mornings in the Church
following the 9 a.m. Mass.

Edge Youth Ministry
All Middle School Youth are Invited!
This Thursday in the hall
from 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Events this Week

Women’s Council
2018 Christmas Party!

$20 for a buffet luncheon.
Thursday, December 13th - 11:30 a.m.
at Tarpon Turtle Restaurant.
This Sunday, December 9th
is the last day to sign up – contact Jean at 543-5106.
Please bring an unwrapped baby gift for the Pregnancy Center.

Fr. Kevin’s Class
The Study of Religion.
Classes meet Thursdays at 7 p.m.
in rooms 2 & 3 of the Life Center.

Scouts
Boy, Cub & Girl Scouts
meet every Friday evening in
the classrooms of the Life Center.
Cub Pack Meeting in the hall this Friday.

CPR/ Defibrillator Class
Defibrillator/CPR class - rooms 2,3
Saturday, December 15th at 9 a.m. Call the Office to RSVP.
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.

Caritas
Flowers to be distributed this week at
Florida Hospital North Pinellas
by Caritas volunteers were donated in devotion to
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Pastor
715 E Orange Street
Tarpon Springs, Florida 34689
Mass Schedule:

Saturday…….4:00 and 6:30 p.m.
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)
Sunday……...7:30, 9:00, 11:30 a.m. and
6:00 p.m. Life Teen
Weekdays…..7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
Saturday…….9:00 a.m.

Schedule of Confessions:

Saturday…….3:00– 3:45 p.m.
and after the 6:30 p.m. Mass

PARISH OFFICE 937-4050
Main Office ext. 201
Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Pastor
Rev. Kyle Bell, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Kevin Molloy, in Residence
Deacon Samuel Moschetto
Deacon John Edgerton
Ron Appel, Parish Manager
Katherine Creamer, Office Manager
Lorna Moffitt, Parish Mgr. Assistant
Eldean Jenkins, Facilities Manager
Anne Harman, Music Director

ext. 209
ext. 207
ext. 208
ext. 224
ext. 222
ext. 215
ext. 201
ext. 203
ext. 201
ext. 206

FAITH FORMATION
Rev. Kyle Bell, Parochial Vicar
Fran Morin, Pre-K—8th Grade
Joshua Strope, Evangelization
Laura Margarella, Caritas

ext. 207
ext. 220
ext. 224
ext. 221

YOUTH MINISTRY
Bart Kovacic, Life Teen
Samantha Trapp, Edge

ext. 246
ext. 246

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Sharon Stokely, Director

ext. 225

GUARDIAN ANGELS SCHOOL
Mary Stalzer, Principal
6724

799-

UPPER PINELLAS
PREGNANCY CENTER
Mary Caesar

937-4304

PARISH OFFICE FAX
727-943-0676
OFFICE EMAIL
kcreamer@ignatius.net
PARISH WEBSITE
www.st.ignatius.net

Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of
our dearly departed, especially for
PATRICK SFERRO & GEORGE H. BUSH
and for all those we hold in our heart who have died,
may they rest in the arms of God.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Carl Melchior at 345-3338

Page 6

Special Events

Our Music Ministry is proud to
announce the release of
our Christmas CD,
"What Did They Come to See?."
CD's are $20
(checks payable to St. Ignatius
Catholic Church)
and can be purchased from
Choir Members,
Anne Harman or
in the front office.

St. Ignatius Advent Giving Tree
Helping those in need at Christmas time.
Each week of Advent, we collect unwrapped gifts
for a specific organization.
Please note change in order of recipients this year.
Place gifts under the tree decorated by our Childhood Center in the Church’s entrance.
This Sunday of Advent: (December 9) - St. Ignatius’ Food Pantry.
Non Perishable Foods like canned meats, fruit, vegetables, beans, cereal, coffee,
tea, rice, macaroni, instant potatoes, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter & jelly.
Financial donations welcome.

Third Sunday of Advent: (December 16) - Clothes to Kids.

This organization gives to children living at poverty level or below. Girls and Boys Sizes 4 to 16,
Junior Sizes 0 to 22, Young Men Sizes 18 to 44. Accessories, back packs, underwear and socks,
in unopened packages & shoes suitable for school.

Fourth Sunday of Advent: (Dec. 23) - Ronald McDonald House.

Cleaning supplies like bleach, wipes, dishwasher soap, laundry baskets, Lysol, toilet tissue, X-14
Kitchen supplies like disposable aluminum pans, foil, electric can openers, paper towels, plastic
cutlery, paper cups, zip lock bags and Articles for the parents and teens such as picture frames,
night gowns, hair accessories, sundries, socks, boxer shorts, and umbrellas.

Parish News

Altar Flowers
You are invited to share in the enhancement of our
Church at Christmas time, as well as a memorial for
your loved ones, both living and deceased,
by donating towards our Christmas decorations.
Special flower envelopes are available
on the Church’s Courtesy Desk.

Project Thanks
In partnership with Salvation Army,
Tarpon Springs Shepherd Center provides
turkey dinners to families during Christmas.
With your kindness and generosity more dinners
can be distributed this year.
You can contribute online at www.tscenter.org or
send a check to Tarpon Springs Shepherd Center,
or drop an envelope marked ‘Project Thanks’
in Sunday’s collection basket.

Comeback Catholics
Been away from the Church?
Want to update your
spiritual journey?
Come join us - You are welcome here!
We meet in the Life Center Office on
the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.
Or call Terri at 727-773-5004 or make an
appointment at Comeback @ Ignatius.net

Don’t Miss A Thing
Check out our Website ,
Facebook Page &
myparishapp
The New Pavers have been placed!
If you ordered the $12 mini-paver, please pick it up
at the Parish Office between 9 am—4 pm.
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The Great Adventure
Begins again:
The Bible Time Line
Returning by Popular Demand
Presented by Deacon Sam Moschetto
Do you have trouble reading the Bible?
You are not alone. Most people begin in the
Book of Genesis and read chapter after chapter
and book after book. But something happens
when they get to the Books of Leviticus and
Deuteronomy—they lose the story line and they
stop reading.
The Bible Time Line approaches the Bible in
such a way that you read it in chronological
fashion so that the story continues on. You stay
interested and you can remember the story of
Salvation History.
There are several study features that allow you
to follow easily and with great interest. The
student works with a Study Guide that explains
the material and a set of questions to aid the
study. There is also a DVD presentation with
Jeff Cavins who will reinforce what you learn.
The whole program is 24 weeks long and
will be presented in two stagesthe first 12 sessions in the Spring and
the remaining 12 in the fall.
Session options are either
Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m.
or Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m.
Sessions begin on January 10th.
Please fill out the registration form below and
indicate your preference for the morning or
evening session. Sessions last one and a half
hours. Return the form with a check or cash to
the Parish office. Please make checks to
‘St. Ignatius of Antioch Church’.
_________________________
REGISTRATION FORM
Name ___________________________
Telephone________________________
Workbook Offering $35
Session Desired… Morning____ Evening____
If you are a returning student and have a Study
Guide book, please indicate here _____

School News
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Early Childhood Center
We offer a half day program, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily, with before care and after care
extending the day from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed. Our two, three, four, and five year olds
develop spiritually, physically, emotionally, and intellectually.

Call the Early Childhood Center to schedule a tour (727) 937-5427.
Mothers Morning Out

Wednesdays & Thursdays in room 8 of the Life Center
from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
$10 per visit or 6 for $50. Ages 1 and walking to 36 months.

Guardian Angels...
OPEN HOUSE
Come visit Guardian Angels Catholic School on
December 18 from 8:15 a.m.—5 p.m.
See our wonderful STREAM program in action!
Enter our classrooms and witness excellent, faithful teachers and
staff working with our precious students. Our students enjoy a
curriculum where technology, the arts, and the timeless truths of
our faith are integrated into all subject areas.
Guardian Angels School is collecting
box top labels. Please place your box tops
on the courtesy desk in the Church.
Thank You!

Check it out on Formed.org...
Saint of the Week… Saint Ambrose, also known as Aurelius Ambrosius.
Saint Ambrose is one of the four original doctors of the Church.
He was the Bishop of Milan and became one of the most important
theological figure of the 4th century.
Book of the week… A Catholic Family Advent Prayers and Activities
Author is Susan Hine-Brigger, managing editor of St. Anthony Messenger.

DATE

MASS INTENTIONS
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 8
Sunday, December 9
Baruch 5:1-9
Philippians 1:4-11
Luke 3:1-6

Monday, December 10
Isaiah 35:1-10
Luke 5:17-26

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Tuesday, December 11
St. Damasus I
Isaiah 40:1-11
Matthew 18:12-14

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zechariah 2:14-17
Luke 1:26-38

Friday, December 14
St. John of the Cross
Isaiah 48:17-19
Matthew 11:16-19

+ Waclaw Sulkowski
For the People of Our Parish
For An End to Abortions
+ Dominico Mastrandrea

9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

+ Vincent & Theresa Vasta
+ Margaret (Rita) Cusimano
+ Joel Cavalier

9:45 a.m. — 12 p.m. Bethany Shop Open
6:30 p.m. 6th & 7th & 8th Grade Class
with Penance Service
7:00 p.m. Autism Support Group Online

9:00 a.m.

For Vocations to the Priesthood &
Religious Life
+ Confessor Cruz

6:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Maria DeBellis
+ Kala Gombos

9:30 a.m. Moms Morning Out room 8
6:00
p.m.Offices
Edge Close
in theathall
this week!
Parish
Noon
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal in Church
7:00 p.m. Fr. Kevin’s Class in rooms 2, 3

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Frank Sciara
+ Ron Nickel

7:30 p.m. Festival of
Lessons & Carols in the Church

Saturday, December 15
Sirach 48:1-11
Matthew 17:9-13

7:30 a.m.

Special Intentions of
Elizabeth Edmiston

Saturday, December 15

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

+ Charles Wech
+ Ninfa Prince

Sunday, December 16

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Zephaniah 3:14-18
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:10-18

8:30 a.m. — 11 p.m. Bethany Shop Open
9:00 a.m. Donuts in the hall
10:00 a.m. Pre K - 5th Grade Class
10:00 a.m. FF Penance Service in Chapel/hall
7:30 p.m. Life Night after Mass in the hall
Life Teen Penance Service following

+ Lenore Ryan
+ Walter Brosnan

7:30 a.m.

Thursday, December 13
St. Lucy
Isaiah 41:13-20
Matthew 11:11-15

Advent Giving Tree
for Our Food Pantry

+ Rev. Michael Hannon
+ Donna Armand

\

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

EVENTS

Rosary Makers in the hall
RCIA in Evangelization Office

Brothers in Christ in hall
Patriotic Rosary in Church
Moms Morning Out room 8
Children’s Choir in the Church
6th & 7th & 8th Grade Class
with Penance Service

6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1142 in room 6
6:30 p.m.
Scouts
Troop 817 in room 7
ParishGirl
Offices
Closed
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts in rooms 2-4
7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts in rooms 8-12
7:00 p.m. Cub Scout Pack Meeting in the hall

9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Defib/CPR Class in rooms 2,3,4
Polish School in rooms 7-12
Scouts Dinner
Advent Giving Tree
for Clothes to Kids

\

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ Joseph & Irene Wesol
For the People of Our Parish
+ Salvatore & Loretta Gruppuso
+ Zofia Minda & Stanley Mycka

8:30 a.m. — 11 p.m. Bethany Shop Open
10:00 a.m. Pre K - 5th Grade Class
Food Pantry Drive this Weekend
Jesus Celebration in the hall

If you wish to have a Mass said for special intentions or for deceased family members or friends,
please stop by the parish office between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdays.

