
 

Rejoice 



   

   Who Are We Looking For? 

 I would like to speak to you today about the prophets. The Hebrew Scriptures, the Old Testament, 
is full of dynamic leaders. There are Noah and Moses, Abraham and David. There are kings and queens, 
male and female judges, patriarchs and matriarchs. But of all the people in the Hebrew Scriptures, the most 
dynamic are the prophets: Samuel, Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and so many others. They challenged the 
world and drew people to listen, to change, to follow. Some stood up to the King in support of justice, 
"How dare you put Uriah to death so you can have Bathsheba his wife," Nathan said to King David.  
"How dare you put Nabaoth to death so you can steal his vineyard," Elijah said to King Ahab.  
 

 Some prophets were so powerful that they would determine who would reign as King. The  
prophet Samuel was told by God to anoint Saul to be king, and then he was told to reject Saul and anoint 
the youngest son of Jesse, David. Some prophets drew the attention of the entire nation yet spoke in  
symbolic ways like the prophet Hosea who married Gomer, a woman of ill repute, as a sign of the way that 
God's people had treated Him. Others spoke directly to the people of God's power, His compassion and 
His love, like Isaiah in our first reading for today. Some prophets were mystics like Ezekiel. Some were on 
the inner loop with the king, counselors like Jeremiah. Others were just common everyday people, like 
Amos,  
a dresser of trees. 
 

 The prophets were all very different, one from the other, but their message was the same: Repent 
and reform. Return your lives to your God, and the Lord will come and be with His people. Nothing, not 
torture, not death, not even money would turn the prophet from his message or tempt him to abandon  
his faith. In difficult times, the prophet would tell the people, "Hold on to your faith, the world will be 
transformed by the Lord when He comes."   
 

 Sometimes their message was frightening, such as their predictions of the sufferings of the evil at 
the end of time. Sometimes their message was consoling, like the message of the first reading for today, 
when Isaiah speaks about the desert blooming, the blind seeing and the deaf hearing. But always their  
message to the people was to be strong in their faith. The people needed to be ready for the Lord's coming. 
 

 The ancient people believed that as long as there was a prophet among them, they were blessed. 
God was communicating to His people. If there was no prophet, then that was a sign that somehow the 
people's sins had turned God away from them. 
 

 By the time of Jesus' life, it had been two hundred years since the people of Israel had last had a 
prophet in their midst. Two hundred years. Two hundred years of no intimate communication with God.  
 

 And then, John the Baptist appeared. He was dynamic. His message wasn't new: he told the people 
to repent and reform and prepare for their God.  That was the same as all the prophets. But there was a 
power these people had never seen before in his words. And  John added something; He said that God is 
coming now. The Kingdom of God is at hand. People were drawn to John. It was obvious to them that 
God was once more blessing His people.  
 

 John did not offer people a semi-spiritual semi-emotional experience. He demanded that the people 
remain faithful to their traditions. He followed Isaiah's first reading for today, "Strengthen the knees that are 
weak, the hands that are feeble, and say, "Be strong, fear not. Here is your God." John was not a fad. He 
was not a reed in the wind, changing the way it leans with every new gust of air, every new whim. John was 
a rock anchored on his faith in God. His infectious dynamism led people to a strict adherence to their faith. 
They accepted his baptism as a sign of their participation in a new world order, the Kingdom of God. 
 

 We modern people are also looking for a prophet. But what type of prophet are we looking for? 
What type of prophecy do we seek? Are we looking for a prophet like John who is going to tell us to hold 
on to our faith, change those hidden parts of our lives that are self destructive? Maybe he will tell us to  
give up that grudge we love to nourish, or perhaps it is that secret little vice that is only a secret to our  
conscience but quite apparent to all around us. Are we looking for someone to tell us to stand up for our 
faith, or are we looking for a reed shaken by the wind? We have got to admit it, there is a part of all of us  
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Miraculous Medal Devotion:  
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m. 

First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m. 

 

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office 

Marriage: Please call the Parish Office  

at least 6 months in advance. 

Holy Orders: Please call  

Rev. Chuck Dornquast at 345-3338 

 

 

that would love to hear someone tell us that certain of our secrets are now 
no longer sinful. We'd love to hear someone say, "These are modern times, 
this or that is OK now, even if it was unacceptable before." We'd love to 
follow a reed that is bent by the winds of moral decay. But then we would 
not be listening to a prophet. We would not be listening to God's dynamic 
voice. We would only be hearing our own selfishness. 
 

 Who do we go out to the desert to see? Someone who will  
give us a lovely emotional experience while permitting us to compromise  
on morality? Or do we go out to the desert to see someone who will  
encourage us to stand up against the pressures our society places upon  
us to compromise our consciences? We come to Church not for entertain-
ment, not to see our beautiful children, but for the strength to be ready for 
the Lord to enter our lives. 
 

 There is not a whole lot of time left. Our lives are really very short.  
 

 And the kingdom of God is at hand. 
 

 Yours in Christ,  

St. Ignatius Advent Giving Tree  
Helping those in need at Christmas time.  

Each week of Advent, we collect unwrapped gifts for a specific  
organization. Place gifts under the tree decorated by our  

              Childhood Center in the Church’s entrance.     
 
 

THIS WEEK (December 15): -  
St. Ignatius Food Pantry.  
 

Non Perishable Foods -canned meats, fruit,  
vegetables, beans, cereal, coffee, tea, rice, macaroni, instant potatoes, 
spaghetti sauce, peanut butter & jelly. Financial donations welcome. 
 

Next week: Fourth Sunday of Advent: (December 22) -  
Our Pregnancy Center.  
 

Constant need of new or like new baby/toddler clothes, diapers  
sizes 4– 6, wipes, pull ups, new bottles, pacifiers, bibs, 
washcloths, receiving blankets for layettes, crib sheets, 
baby wash, and toiletries such as combs, brushes  
and nail clippers. Financial Donations welcomed for  
purchase of large items, such as cribs and mattresses. 



 

Life Teen  
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A Christmas Concert 
Jesus – A Child & Stranger 

               Dec. 20th Friday:     7:30 p.m. in the  Church 

You are invited to share in the enhancement of our Church at Christmas time  
as well as a memorial for your loved ones, both living and deceased,  

by donating towards our Christmas decorations.  
Special flower envelopes are available on the Church’s Courtesy Desk.  

Christmas Events 

Sacrament of Penance Schedule 
 

 Dec. 16 Monday:        9:30 a.m. Confessions &  7:00 p.m. Penance Service 
 Dec. 17 Tuesday:         9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. Confessions 
           Dec. 18 Wednesday:       9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. Confessions 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Celebration of the  
     Nativity of the Lord Masses        
       Christmas 
 

           Dec. 24 Tuesday:           4:00 p.m. Church....  

                                                  with the St. Ignatius Adult Music Ministry 
           4:00 p.m. Fr. John LaTondress Chapel and Life Center 
           6:30 p.m. Church… with a Children's Focus 
 

           Dec. 25 Wednesday:        Midnight Mass 
                             7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.    (No Life Teen Mass) 
                          
 

Masses for the Celebration  
of the Solemnity of Mary (January 1) 

 

        Dec. 31 Tuesday:      4:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

                            Jan. 1 Wednesday:    7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 

     

Please note: Parish Offices will close Thursday, December 19th at 12 p.m.  
and will resume regular hours on Friday, December 27th at 9 a.m.  

Early Childhood Center’s Advent Program  
in the hall December 19th at 11 a.m. 
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LifeTeen Nights - 
Resumes Sunday Dec. 22nd 
Every Sunday our Life Teen group meets for  
a night filled with food and friends.  

We explore our Faith, Life, and being the Sons 
and Daughters of God.  

Come to our 6 p.m. Life Teen Mass &  
join us after in the hall at 7:30 p.m.!  

The principles of the  
Knights of Columbus are  
Charity—Fraternalism— 

Unity—Patriotism.  
All Catholic men are encouraged to 

join.  
Becoming a Knight of Columbus can transform your 

life. As a Knight, you have the opportunity  
to support our Parish, give back to your community, 

and grow in your faith.  
General Meetings are held the third Thursday of 

each month at 7 p.m. in the hall. 
Our next meeting is  

December 19th in classroom 7 

 

Knight of Columbus 

Rosary Makers meet every Monday  
morning from 9:30 a.m. - noon  

in the hall.  
             All are Welcome to join in. 

 

Rosary Makers 

Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary  
On Wednesday mornings  

after the 9 a.m. Mass in the Church. 

 

Patriotic Rosary 

  All men of the parish are invited on 
  Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall. 
          For more info contact  
         Geoff at 813-728-2082. 

 

Brothers in Christ 

 

Rite of Initiation 
If you're interested in becoming Catholic, 

you are invited to our  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m. in the  
Office of Evangelization Office in the Life Center.  

Contact Joshua at 727-937-4050 ext. 224 or 
jstrope@ignatius.net 

 

Sunday All Classes at 10 a.m. 

with Jesus Celebration in the hall 
 

No Tuesday & Wednesday  
        Classes this week.  

 

Faith Formation this Week 

 

Life Teen  

 

Children -Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Adults—Thursdays at 7 p.m. 

 
 

Interested in joining the music ministry?  
Contact Brandon Vennink, Music Director at  
937-4050 ext. 206 or email at bvennink@ignatus.net 

 

Choir Rehearsals 

Our grades 6-8 ministry, known as EDGE,  

is a dynamic middle school youth ministry. 
 

This ministry provides an opportunity to grow  
in faith by developing a meaningful relationship 
with Jesus through EDGE Nights and social  
activities. It is all about making a difference in 
their hearts & empowering them to seek Christ.  
 

All Middle School Youth Invited  -  
Join us This Thursday  

at 6:30 p.m. in the Youth House! 
 

Join in on Thursdays  
for an Audio Visual presentation  

of the Old Testament 
      at 7 p.m. in rooms 2 & 3.  

Notes will be given.   
No registration required.  

 

Fr. Kevin’s Class 

 

Edge 
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Young Adult 

Come join us on the 3rd Saturday  
of the month  

in rooms 2-3 from 10 a.m. to Noon. 
 

There will be No Meeting  
            on December 21st  

Our next Meeting January 18th using  
Rose Sweet’s book Rebuilding after Divorce  

for discussion (Intro thru Chap 8). 
Contact Christine Grieco at 727-519-3360  
for more information or to order the book. 

 

 

Separated or Divorced? 

Young Adult Men’s & Women’s Groups 
Contact the parish office– 937-4050 ext. 201 

Catholic Ministry at St. Petersburg  
College, Tarpon Springs Campus  

 Any students of  SPC should contact  
Fr. Kyle Bell in the parish office  

to find out more! 

Catholic Young Adults of  North Pinellas  
A multi-parish ministry that facilitates social, worship, 
and service opportunities for Catholic  
young adults in north Pinellas.  
Reach us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/CYANorthPinellas/ 

Word in Action  
“Adventures in Matthew: The King and His Kingdom” 

Facilitated by: Deacon Sam Moschetto 
 
 

“Word In Action” will be offering a comprehensive  
program on the “Gospel of Matthew”. This is a 24-week 

course that will be presented in two semesters. The  
program is a combination of video and classroom study. 

Jeff Cavins provides comprehensive teaching and  
commentary on the Gospel of Matthew via video. A 

study guide book will help guide us through the Gospel 
with thought-provoking questions for home and class 
study. “The Adventures in Matthew” shows how Jesus 
builds on the foundation laid in the Old Testament to 

inaugurate the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ on earth.  
The study will show how Jesus is the completion of all 

the promises laid out in the Old Testament and  
links Jesus as its fulfillment.  

 

To allow time for the receipt of  class materials, Deacon 
Sam recommends pre-registration for the sessions that 

begin on January 9th. The Study Guide booklet requires 
an offering of $36. Students who have already taken this 
course and have the workbooks do not need to re-buy 
but please need to register. This material will be used  

for the entire two semester periods.  
 

Registration Form 
 

Name: ___________________________________  
Date: ________________________ 
Telephone Number: ___________________  
*Student Study Materials: __$36_____ 
Student Name: ____________________________ 
 

*New students, please make checks payable to  
St. Ignatius or cash is accepted 

Catholic Questions and Answers –  
An Adult Faith Formation Class  

offered by Fr Kyle Bell 
 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays in January  
 

Do you have questions about our Catholic faith?  
About the Eucharist? Marriage? Confession?  

Priesthood? Heaven, Hell, Purgatory?  
Or maybe just questions about why  

we do what we do in the Mass? 
 

This class is envisioned as a series of presentations on 
the questions about our faith that are of  
the most interest to the parishioners of  

                  St Ignatius of Antioch Church.  
Therefore, we will not be following a curriculum,  

nor a particular book.  Simply come to the class  
(or classes) on the topic (or topics)  

that interest you the most.   
Classes will meet in rooms 2 & 3 at 6:30 p.m. 

 on Tuesdays and Wednesdays  
to make it as available as possible. 

 

Submit a question you’d like us to cover by going to: 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3Q27M8M 

Fr. Kyle’s Class 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3Q27M8M
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   DROPPED YOUR LANDLINE  ?  
E-MAIL  or OTHER CHANGES? 

 

Please Keep the Parish Office informed. 
Send a note to  

kcreamer@ignatius.net or  
                      drop a note in the offertory basket. 

 

Name_____________________________________ 
 

Address:___________________________________ 
 

Phone __________________________________ 
 

Envelope Number __________  
   

Changes ??? 

Project Thanks 

In partnership with the Salvation Army,  
Tarpon Springs Shepherd Center provides  

turkey dinners to families during Christmas.  
You can contribute online at www.tscenter.org or 
send a check to Tarpon Springs Shepherd Center, 

304 S Pinellas Ave. Tarpon Springs, 34689 or  
drop an envelope marked ‘Project Thanks’  

in Sunday’s collection basket.  

Applications for Extra-Ordinary  
Ministers of the Eucharist 

We are looking to increase the number of our  
Extra-Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist.  

To be an EM, a person needs to be in a  
Catholic marriage or committed to living a celibate 

life until marriage, and a regular  
–weekly attendee at Mass.   

If you would like to be considered  
please call Katherine  

in the Parish Office at 727-937-4050 
ext. 201. 

Lord, grant eternal rest  
to the souls  

of our dearly departed,  
especially for 

 
SUE ZAPPAVIGNA 
 

   and for all those we hold in our hearts  
who have died,  

may they rest in the arms of God. 

THANK YOU 

for your generous response  
to our special collections  
to support our Diocese’s 
Catholic Campaign for  

     Human Development 
and the Retirement fund for Religious.  

 

Wanted: Christmas pictures of  our 
Church and/or Altar.  

 

We are looking for photographs of our Church  
decorated this year for next year’s parish  

Christmas Card. 
This year’s photograph was taken by Linda Felleman. 

Please email photo attachments to  
kcreamer@ignatius.net  

Please include name of photographer and  

a contact number/email.  

Calling all Photographers! 

 
St. Ignatius will send you a donation  
statement for your contributions for  

the year 2019 to the Church if requested.  
Please fill out this form and place it in  
the collection basket, drop off at the  

Parish Office or email your request to  
kcreamer@ignatius.net.   Thank You. 

 

Name:________________________ 
 

Address:_______________________ 
 

City:__________________________  
 

      Zip____________   Envelope # _______ 
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Guardian Angels School is collecting  
Box Top Labels. Please place your labels in the 
marked box on the courtesy desk in the Church.  

  A Wonderful STREAM program!  
Classrooms are filled with  

excellent, faithful teachers and  
staff working with  

our precious students.  

Science, Technology, Religion,  
Engineering, Arts & Math 

We offer a half  day program,  
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily,  

with before care and after care extending the day  
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if  needed.  

 

Our two, three, four, and five year olds develop  
spiritually, physically, emotionally, and intellectually.  

 

Call to schedule a tour at 727-937-5427. 

 

Guardian Angels School 

 

Events Around Our Diocese 

The 10th Annual Tampa Bay Men’s Conference: February 22nd 
 

Hope, born in a manger, destined to be our Savior and bring man closer in union with God.  
This Christmas give the gift that has the same hope – to bring your men closer to Christ.  
Who Do YOU Say That I Am?  Featuring Dr. Tim Gray and Peter Herbeck.  
$40 per person or Father/Son combo tickets for $40. Held at St. Lawrence Church’s Higgins Hall -Tampa. 
For more information visit SuncoastCatholicMinistries.com  

In the Wildflowers Retreat: January 25th 
 

This 11-week private retreat in Tampa is for women who have suffered childhood sexual abuse.  
For more information contact Cathy at 813-843-8969  or email us at wildflowersretreats@gmail.com  
or visit: www.wildflowersretreat.org   

Catholic Days at the Capitol: January 28th-29th, returning January 30th 
 

Make the Trip and Make a Difference! This two-day event provides the opportunity to put into action  
our faith's call to political responsibility and allows us to strengthen the presence of our Catholic values  
in the public square. We will also be joined by Bishop Parkes! Legislative briefing, office visits with  
elected officials, Red Mass and more. Visit https://www.dosp.org/life/ or contact Sabrina at 727-344-1611 
before January 10th.  

Civilize It. Dignity Beyond the Debate 
 

With another election cycle in full swing, we are invited to consider what it means to love our neighbors  
in the midst of a divisive climate. We are called to bring the best of ourselves and our faith to the public 
square. As Catholics, we must model a better way. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) is launching a year-long campaign inviting Catholics to model civility and love for neighbor 
throughout this election year. Civilize It: Dignity Beyond the Debate invites Catholics to pledge civility,  
clarity, and compassion in the public square and to call on others to do the same.  
Check out the website www.wearesaltandlight.org/civilize-it  

March for Life St. Augustine Bus Trip: January 18th 
 

Join people of different faiths, backgrounds and ages from around the state for a one-mile march  
through downtown St. Augustine, ending with a keynote speaker in the Cathedral Square.  
The Diocese is offering a bus trip for $40 adults and $20 children (includes boxed lunch),  
departing from St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Clearwater and St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Seffner.  
For more information contact the Office of Life, Justice and Advocacy, 727-344-1611; dcs@dosp.org.  
Registration and itinerary can be found at www.dosp.org/life/ 

http://gmail.com
https://www.wildflowersretreat.org/
https://www.dosp.org/life/
https://usccb.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=75c0c9953e20885f1295adc0f&id=8fc6b3f801&e=37178033c5
https://www.wearesaltandlight.org/civilize-it
mailto:dcs@dosp.org
https://www.dosp.org/life/


 

Parish Offices Close at Noon 

    Food Pantry Drive this Weekend 

  

If you wish to have a Mass said for special intentions or for deceased family members or friends,  
please stop by the parish office between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdays. 

   

DATE MASS INTENTIONS EVENTS 
 

 

 

Saturday, December 14 
 

 
 

     4:00 p.m.     For An End to Abortions 
  6:30 p.m.     + Salvatore DeMasi 

    

 

 

Sunday, December 15 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

  7:30 a.m.     Special Intentions of  
                     Elizabeth Edmiston 
  9:00 a.m.     For the People of Our Parish                  
11:30 a.m.     + Michael Stalowicz  
 6:00 p.m.      + Joseph  & Patricia Gibbons 

 
 
 
 

   8:30 a.m.    Bethany Gift Shop Open 

10:00 a.m.    Faith Formation classes - rooms 
                     & Jesus Celebration in hall 
        

 
 

 
 
 

 

Monday, December 16 
Numbers 24:2-17 
Matthew 21:23-27 

     
 

 

     7:00 a.m.     + Al & Lucy Lichtsteiner 
  9:00 a.m.     + Nina Laviola 

 

   9:30 a.m.   Confessions in the Church 
   9:30 a.m.    Rosary Makers in the hall 
   7:00 p.m.    RCIA in the Evangelization Office 
    7:00 p.m.   Parish Penance Service  
                           in the Church 

 

Tuesday, December 17 
Genesis 49:2-10 
Matthew 1:1-17 

      

  7:00 a.m.     + Ken Seabol 
  9:00 a.m.     Special Intentions of Pauline Lessard  
10:30 a.m.     + Rita Quinn 

 
 
 
 

  9:30 a.m.    Confessions in the Church 
            7:00 p.m.    Confessions in the Church   

 
 
 

Wednesday, December 18 
Jeremiah 23:5-8 

Matthew 1:18-25 

 
 

 

  7:00 a.m.     + Valerie Barbetta  
  9:00 a.m.     For Vocations to the Priesthood  
                     & Religious Life 
 

 

                        

              6:00 a.m.    Brothers in Christ in the hall 
  9:30 a.m.    Confessions in the Church 
   9:30 a.m.    Patriotic Rosary in the Church 
   5:30 p.m.    Children’s Choir in the Church 
   7:00 p.m.    Confessions  in the Church   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, December 19  
Judges 13:2-25 
Luke 1:5-25 

 
 

 
 

 

      7:00 a.m.     + Robbie Gann 
  9:00 a.m.     + Adeline Cara 
 

                

    

 11:00 a.m.    ECC Advent Program in hall 
  6:30 p.m.    Edge in the Youth House 

  7:00 p.m.     Adult Choir in the Church 
  7:00 p.m.     Fr. Kevin’s Class in rooms 2,3  
  7:00 p.m.     Knights of Columbus in room 7 
 

      (Parish Offices Closed at 12 noon) 
 

 
 

Friday, December 20 
Isaiah 7:10-14 
Luke 1:26-38 

 
 
 

    7:00 a.m.     + Scott Allen  
  9:00 a.m.     + Virginia Wech 
   

 
 
 

 7:30 p.m.     Christmas Concert in Church 
                       ‘Jesus—A Child & Stranger’ 

 

Saturday, December 21 
St. Peter Canisius 

Song of Songs: 2:8-14 
Luke 1:39-45 

 
 

 
 

      9:00 a.m.     + Charles Kondek 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 21 
 

 
 

     4:00 p.m.    + Rev. Michael Hannon  
  6:30 p.m.    + Patrick McHugh 

    

 

 

Sunday, December 22 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-14 
Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-24 

 

  7:30 a.m.     + John Spath  
  9:00 a.m.     For the People of Our Parish                  
11:30 a.m.     + Arthur Sieracki  
 6:00 p.m.     + Raymond Marcell 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

       7:30 p.m.    Life Teen Night in the hall 

        Advent Giving Tree -  
Upper Pinellas Pregnancy Center 

Advent Giving Tree - St. Ignatius  
    Community Life Food Pantry 


