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What Should We Do?
People took John the Baptist very seriously. They were interested in what he had to say. They
responded to his directives. He told them to join him in the fight against sin. They were baptized. He told
them to prepare for the Kingdom of God. They asked: What should we do?
John answered them by telling them to apply his message to their lives. Tax collectors were told to
stop cheating people. Soldiers were told to stop extorting money. People with means, those with two
cloaks, were told to share their possessions.
What should we do? In the Gospel of Luke 6:36, Jesus says, “Be compassionate as your heavenly Father
is compassionate.”
Compassion is defined as having pity and concern for the suffering of others. We need to have
compassion on those around us as well as those suffering in our nation and our world. This morning,
I want to focus on the home. The center of the home, the heart of the family, is the Mom. She needs
compassion. Husbands need to have compassion for their wives. Those women with children at home,
particularly babies and young children, live with the constant pressure of caring for their children. They
want everything to be wonderful in the home, but feel that it is mostly on their shoulders. Christmas
approaches and they feel overwhelmed with all that needs to be done to create a special time for the family.
They spend so much time trying to please others that they often run out of gas.
When a child becomes sick, women suffer from a hurting heart while they care for their child. Many
women hold an 8 hour job at work along with their 24 hour job at home. People tell them that they are
enjoying the best years of their lives, even though they often think, “When is the fun going to begin?”
They often want to scream at their mothers when their mothers say, “Stop complaining and count your
blessings.” Sometimes, perhaps many times, their husbands don’t make an effort to understand them.
Well, men will never fully understand women, and vice-versa, but guys, you need to recognize the sources
of your wife’s stress and support her even if this means nothing more than a little sign of affectionate and
appreciation when she least expects it. Certainly, compassion demands that a husband understands that
his wife might not be at her best today, but she is always trying her best. What should we do? Well, if you
are a husband, you should pray for your wife, support your wife and care for your wife. Or to be more
theological, you should extend the compassion of God to your wife.
Husbands also need compassion. They try to support their family very often with jobs they would
rather not be doing. I remember my Dad coming home from work and often saying to my Mom, “You
know, I wouldn’t do this if they weren’t paying me.” Many men are not as sensitive as most women, and
they often misunderstand their wives or their children. When they realize they have done this, they often
feel like a burden in their own homes. Regardless of their braggadocio, many men feel like they can’t do
anything right, particularly in the home. What should we do? Well, if you are a wife, you should pray for
your husband, and let him know that he is doing his best to be a good husband and father. Or, to be more
theological, you should extend God’s compassion to your husband.
You parents are well aware of the pressures placed on your children by school, society, and even
members of your extended family. If learning were easy, then children would not have to go to school.
Social pressures, learning how to deal with others, diversity, all are essential parts of their education and
often are more difficult than the hardest class they take. Children, especially teens, often feel that they are
not living up to their parents’ or grandparents’ expectations. When they do something wrong, they fear that
they have disappointed others and are disappointed in themselves. What should parents do? Parents need
to have compassion for their children. Guide them in a kind and loving way, while remaining firm on the
direction they need to go.

Third Sunday of Advent
Years ago, a mother in our parish told me that when she went away to college, with an appointment
to one of the military academies, she thought that surviving that first year would be the hardest thing
she would ever have to do. Then she got married and had children. Her second child really gave her a
run for her money. This child made the academy seem to be a minor battle. The child was extremely
intelligent, in all the advanced, gifted classes, but found school too easy for her. She couldn’t see why she
had to go to school. Every morning she put up a fight. And I mean a fight. There was a lot of screaming
involved–so much so that the Mom had to assure her neighbors that she wasn’t beating her kid every day,
just trying to get her into the school bus or, most times since the bus was missed, the car. I’m mentioning
this because that second child now has a doctorate. She has a successful career. The Mom now admits
that number two was worth every bit of extra effort. The child needed understanding. The child needed
compassion. She needed loving parents. But her parents had to be firm in order to prepare her for her
role in the Kingdom of God.
When the Lord taught us how to pray, He included the phrase: Forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us. We need to apply this to our family life. All of us have battle
stories. All of us have been wronged by others, including those within our own homes. All of us need
forgiveness from others. Mostly, though, we need forgiveness from God. But we cannot receive
forgiveness unless we are doing our best to give forgiveness.
“What should we do to prepare for the Kingdom of God?” the people asked John the Baptist,
and we ask the Lord today. “Have compassion,” the Lord says. Receive His Mercy, and extend this
mercy to others.
Yours in Christ,

St. Ignatius Advent Giving Tree
Helping those in need at Christmas time.
Each week of Advent, we collect unwrapped gifts
for a specific organization.
Please note change in order of recipients this year.
Place gifts under the tree decorated by our Childhood Center in the Church’s entrance.
This Sunday of Advent: (December 16) - Clothes to Kids.

This organization gives to children living at poverty level or below. Girls and Boys Sizes 4 to 16,
Junior Sizes 0 to 22, Young Men Sizes 18 to 44. Accessories, back packs, underwear and socks,
in unopened packages & shoes suitable for school.

Fourth Sunday of Advent: (Dec. 23) - Ronald McDonald House.

Cleaning supplies like bleach, wipes, dishwasher soap, laundry baskets, Lysol, toilet tissue, X-14
Kitchen supplies like disposable aluminum pans, foil, electric can openers, paper towels, plastic
cutlery, paper cups, zip lock bags and Articles for the parents and teens such as picture frames,
night gowns, hair accessories, sundries, socks, boxer shorts, and umbrellas.

Events this Week
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Bethany Gift Shop
Store Hours: Sundays 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Tuesdays 9:45 - 12 p.m.
Christmas, First Communion, &
Confirmation Gifts!
Please note: Store will be closed from
December 23rd through January 13th.
Have a Wonderful Christmas!

Faith Formation
Classes this Sunday at 10 a.m.
with Jesus Celebration
in the hall.
Classes this
Tuesday & Wednesday
at 6:30 p.m. in classrooms.

Life Teen
Please Note:
There will be no Life Night
following Mass this week.

Rosary Makers
Rosary Makers meet
every Monday morning
from 9:30 a.m. - noon in the hall.
All are Welcome to join in.

Rite of Christian Initiation
If you're interested
in becoming Catholic,
you are invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m. in the
Office of Evangelization
in the Life Center or contact Joshua at
727-937-4050 ext. 224 or jstrope@ignatius.net

Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited on
Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall.
For more info contact
Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Patriotic Rosary
Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary on
Wednesday mornings in the Church
following the 9 a.m. Mass.
Early Childhood Center’s
Advent Program
in the hall
at 10 a.m.
Thursday, December 20th.

Edge Youth Ministry
All Middle School Youth are Invited!
This Thursday in the Youth House
from 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Fr. Kevin’s Class
The Study of Religion.
Classes meet Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
rooms 2 & 3 of the Life Center.

Knights of Columbus
General Meeting
Thursday, December 20th
in the hall at 7 p.m.
All members are encouraged to attend!

Scouts
Boy, Cub & Girl Scouts
meet every Friday evening in
the classrooms of the Life Center.
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Penance and
Christmas Mass Schedules
Sacrament of Penance
Dec. 17 Monday:
Dec. 18 Tuesday:
Dec. 19 Wednesday:

9:30 a.m. Confessions
7:00 p.m. Penance Service
9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. Confessions
9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. Confessions

Masses for the Celebration of
the Nativity of the Lord
(Christmas)

Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Pastor
715 E Orange Street
Tarpon Springs, Florida 34689
Mass Schedule:

Saturday…….4:00 and 6:30 p.m.
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)
Sunday……...7:30, 9:00, 11:30 a.m. and
6:00 p.m. Life Teen
Weekdays…..7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
Saturday…….9:00 a.m.

Schedule of Confessions:

Saturday…….3:00– 3:45 p.m.
and after the 6:30 p.m. Mass

PARISH OFFICE 937-4050
Main Office ext. 201
Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Pastor
Rev. Kyle Bell, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Kevin Molloy, in Residence
Deacon Samuel Moschetto
Deacon John Edgerton
Ron Appel, Parish Manager
Katherine Creamer, Office Manager
Lorna Moffitt, Parish Mgr. Assistant
Eldean Jenkins, Facilities Manager
Anne Harman, Music Director

ext. 209
ext. 207
ext. 208
ext. 224
ext. 222
ext. 215
ext. 201
ext. 203
ext. 201
ext. 206

FAITH FORMATION

Dec. 24 Monday:

4:00 p.m. Church....
St. Ignatius Adult Music Ministry
4:00 p.m. Fr. John LaTondress
in the Chapel and Life Center
6:30 p.m. Church…
Children's Focus
Dec. 25 Monday:
Midnight Mass
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
(Please note there is no Life Teen Mass on Christmas Day)

Rev. Kyle Bell, Parochial Vicar
Fran Morin, Pre-K—8th Grade
Joshua Strope, Evangelization
Laura Margarella, Caritas

ext. 207
ext. 220
ext. 224
ext. 221

YOUTH MINISTRY
Bart Kovacic, Life Teen
Samantha Trapp, Edge

ext. 246
ext. 246

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Sharon Stokely, Director

ext. 225

GUARDIAN ANGELS SCHOOL
Mary Stalzer, Principal
6724

799-

UPPER PINELLAS
PREGNANCY CENTER

Masses for the Celebration
of the Solemnity of Mary (January 1)
Dec. 31 Monday:
4:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 1 Tuesday:
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.

Mary Caesar

937-4304

PARISH OFFICE FAX
727-943-0676
OFFICE EMAIL
kcreamer@ignatius.net
PARISH WEBSITE
www.st.ignatius.net

Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Please
Note:

Parish Offices will close
Thursday, December 20th at 12 p.m. and
will resume regular hours
on Thursday, December 27th at 9 a.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Carl Melchior at 345-3338

Parish News
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Thank You
Thank you for your generous donations to
the Annual Collection
for the Retirement fund for Religious.
Your gift helps to provide medications, nursing
care, and more for our elderly religious.

Altar Flowers
You are invited to share in the enhancement
of our Church at Christmas time, as well as
a memorial for your loved ones, both living
and deceased, by donating towards our
Christmas decorations. Flower envelopes
are available on the Church’s Courtesy Desk.

Save these Dates!
Calling all Photographers!
Wanted: Christmas pictures
of our Church and/or Altar.
We are looking for photographs
of our Church decorated this year
for next year’s parish
Christmas Card.
This year’s manger scene
was submitted by Diane Perry.
Please email photo attachments to
kcreamer@ignatius.net
Please include name of photographer and
a contact number/email.

The New Pavers have been placed!
If you ordered the $12 mini-paver, please pick it
up at the Parish Office between 9 am—4 pm.

St. Ignatius will send you a donation
statement for your contributions for
the year 2018 to the Church if requested.
Please fill out this form and place it in
the collection basket, drop off at the
Parish Office or email your request to
kcreamer@ignatius.net. Thank You.
Name:________________________
Address:_______________________
City:__________________________
Zip____________ Envelope # _______

Wednesday, December 26th
9:30 a.m. Patriotic Rosary in the Church
Thursday, December 27th
6:00 p.m. Edge in the Youth House
Friday, December 28th
7:00 p.m. Scouts in the classrooms
Monday, December 31st
4:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Vigil Masses for Solemnity of Mary
Tuesday, January 1st
7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., & 11:30 a.m.
Solemnity of Mary Masses
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Friday, January 4th
9:30 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration in Chapel
Saturday, January 5th
10:00 a.m. New Beginnings in hall
Sunday, January 6th
8:00 a.m. Bloodmobile
Saturday, January 12th
10:00 a.m. Scout’s Derby
Saturday, January 12th
10:00 a.m. First Communion’s
Penance Service in Church
Saturday, January 12th
10:00 a.m. Divine Mercy Cenacle- room 4
Thursday, January 17th
11:30 a.m. Women’s Council Luncheon
in the hall
Saturday, January 19th
9:00 a.m. Roe vs. Wade Mass
Sunday, January 20th
8:00 a.m. Breakfast in the hall
Saturday, January 26th
8:30 a.m. Men’s Only morning in hall

Ministry News

Choir Christmas CD’s
Our Music Ministry is proud
to announce the release of
our Christmas CD,
"What Did
They Come to See?
CD's are $20
(checks payable to St. Ignatius Catholic Church)
and can be purchased from Choir Members,
Anne Harman or in the front office.

Comeback Catholics
Been away from the Church?
Want to update your
spiritual journey?
Come join us You are welcome here!
We meet in the Life Center Office on
the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.
Or call Terri at 727-773-5004 or make an
appointment at Comeback @ Ignatius.net
Next meeting is January 2nd.

Sr. Lila’s Class
Sr. Lila presents Bishop Barron's enlightening study
of the seven capital sins and contrasting them with
the seven lively virtues. Learn how to counteract
those sinful patterns through a conscious focus on
a specific virtue for each sin. The aim is to increase
understanding, promote reflection, and encourage
practical action. Class begins Monday, January 14th
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in rooms 2,3.
Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls of
our dearly departed, especially for
LEA HOCHWALT, JOAN BUONIELLO,
SUZANNE ZITIELLO,
HELEN BENSON, & DAVID STILLWAUGH

and for all those we hold in our heart who
have died, may they rest in the arms of God.
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The Great Adventure
Begins again:
The Bible Time Line
Returning by Popular Demand
Presented by Deacon Sam Moschetto
Do you have trouble reading the Bible?
You are not alone. Most people begin in the
Book of Genesis and read chapter after chapter
and book after book. But something happens
when they get to the Books of Leviticus and
Deuteronomy—they lose the story line and they
stop reading.
The Bible Time Line approaches the Bible in
such a way that you read it in chronological
fashion so that the story continues on. You stay
interested and you can remember the story of
Salvation History.
There are several study features that allow you
to follow easily and with great interest. The
student works with a Study Guide that explains
the material and a set of questions to aid the
study. There is also a DVD presentation with
Jeff Cavins who will reinforce what you learn.
The whole program is 24 weeks long and
will be presented in two stagesthe first 12 sessions in the Spring and
the remaining 12 in the fall.
Session options are either
Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m.
or Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m.
Sessions begin on January 10th.
Please fill out the registration form below and
indicate your preference for the morning or
evening session. Sessions last one and a half
hours. Return the form with a check or cash to
the Parish office. Please make checks to
‘St. Ignatius of Antioch Church’.
_________________________
REGISTRATION FORM
Name ___________________________
Telephone________________________
Workbook Offering $35
Session Desired… Morning____ Evening____
If you are a returning student and have a Study
Guide book, please indicate here _____

School News
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Early Childhood Center
We offer a half day program, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily, with before care and after care
extending the day from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed. Our two, three, four, and five year olds
develop spiritually, physically, emotionally, and intellectually.

Call the Early Childhood Center to schedule a tour (727) 937-5427.
Mothers Morning Out

Wednesdays & Thursdays in room 8 of the Life Center
from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
$10 per visit or 6 for $50. Ages 1 and walking to 36 months.

Guardian Angels...
OPEN HOUSE
Come visit Guardian Angels Catholic School on
December 18 from 8:15 a.m.—5 p.m.
See our wonderful STREAM program in action!
Enter our classrooms and witness excellent, faithful teachers and
staff working with our precious students. Our students enjoy a
curriculum where technology, the arts, and the timeless truths of
our faith are integrated into all subject areas.
Guardian Angels School is collecting
box top labels. Please place your box tops
on the courtesy desk in the Church.
Thank You!

Check out these
Advent & Christmas Picks
on Formed.org...

DATE

MASS INTENTIONS
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 15
Sunday, December 16

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Zephaniah 3:14-18
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:10-18

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Friday, December 21
Songs 2:8-14
Luke 1:39-45

Saturday, December 22
1 Samuel 1:24-28
Luke 1:46-56
Saturday, December 22

9:30 a.m. Confessions in the Church
9:30 a.m. Rosary Makers in the hall
7:00 p.m. RCIA in Evangelization Office
7:00 p.m. Penance Service in Church

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Lawrence O’Neill
+ Deceased Members of
The Lynch Family
+ Rita Quinn

9:45 a.m. — 12 p.m. Bethany Shop Open
9:30 a.m. Confessions in the Church
6:30 p.m. 6th & 7th & 8th Grade Class
7:00 p.m. Confessions in the Church

9:00 a.m.

For Vocations to the Priesthood &
Religious Life
+ Nancy Hannon Baker

6:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Gladys Alvarez
+ Robert Kolozy

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Patrick McHugh
+ Officer Charles Kondek

9:00 a.m.

+ George & Brigid McKenna

4:00 p.m.

+ Deceased Members of
The Chionchio Families
+ Salvatore DeMasi

6:30 p.m.
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Micah 5:1-4
Hebrew 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

8:30 a.m. — 11 p.m. Bethany Shop Open
10:00 a.m. Pre K - 5th Grade Class
Jesus Celebration in the hall
No Life Night following Mass tonight

For An End to Abortions
+ Dodi Grchan

7:30 a.m.

Thursday, December 20
Isaiah 7:10-14
Luke 1:26-38

+ Joseph & Irene Wesol
For the People of Our Parish
+ Salvatore & Loretta Gruppuso
+ Zofia Minda & Stanley Mycka

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, December 19
Judges 7:10-14
Luke 1:5-25

Sunday, December 23

Advent Giving Tree
for Clothes to Kids

+ Charles Wech
+ Ninfa Prince

\

Monday, December 17
Genesis 49:2-10
Matthew 1:1-17
Tuesday, December 18
Jeremiah 23:5-8
Matthew 1:18-25

EVENTS

Brothers in Christ in hall
Confessions in the Church
Patriotic Rosary in Church
Children’s Choir in the Church
6th & 7th & 8th Grade Class
with Penance Service
7:00 p.m. Confessions in the Church
10:00 a.m. ECC Advent Program in hall
6:00 p.m. Edge in the Youth House
7:00
p.m.Offices
AdultClose
ChoiratRehearsal
Parish
Noon in Church
7:00 p.m. Fr. Kevin’s Class in rooms 2, 3
7:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus meeting-hall
Parish Offices close at 12 p.m.
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1142 in room 6
6:30 p.m.
Scouts
Troop 817 in room 7
ParishGirl
Offices
Closed
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts in rooms 2-4
7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts in rooms 8-12
Parish Offices Closed

Advent Giving Tree
for Ronald McDonald House

\

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ James & Audree Ott
For the People of Our Parish
+ Arthur Sieracki
+ Clarence O’Hara

Bethany Shop Closed
7:30 p.m. Life Teen Night in hall
following Mass

Food Pantry Drive this Weekend

There will be no 6:45 a.m. on January 1st. Would the family of Thomas Sakal please call parish office?
If you wish to have a Mass said for special intentions or for deceased family members or friends,
please stop by the parish office between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdays.

