
 

Behold 



   

Joseph the Righteous, Joseph the Just,  

Joseph the Compassionate 
 

 Today’s Gospel gives us the opportunity to focus in on one of the main figures in the stories  
of the Birth of Our Lord, or the Infancy Narratives, St. Joseph. First of all, the term infancy narratives. 
These are the Christmas stories as found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. The Prologue of the Gospel 
of John gives a theological presentation of the Eternal Word of God become flesh, but John starts his 
narrative with the events that took place when the Lord had already become a man, the preaching of 
John the Baptist and the baptism of the Lord.  
 

 The Infancy Narratives in the Gospel of Luke present Joseph as the foster father of the Lord,  
but the main focus outside of Jesus is placed on Mary. It’s the Gospel of Matthew, today’s gospel to be 
exact, that focuses on Joseph. This makes a great deal of sense. Matthew’s main audience was Jewish 
Christians. Joseph was of the line of David. The Jewish people were very much aware that God had 
promised David that his Kingdom would never end.  
 

 But the Gospel also makes it clear that Joseph was not the natural or birth father of the Lord. 
Mary was a Virgin. The child was conceived through the Holy Spirit. So, why is Jesus seen as part of 
the line of David through Joseph? This is because Joseph names the child. For the ancients, this meant 
he had made the child his own. We can even say that he adopted the child. Now we view adoption as  
a legal procedure. The ancients viewed adoption as both a legal act and a spiritual act. When a man 
adopted a child, all that made that man who he was, his background, his ancestry, all of this poured out 
upon the child. When Joseph named the child, adopted the child, Kind David, King Solomon, and all 
that was part of Joseph’s ancestry became part of Jesus’ ancestry. The prophets predicted that the  
Messiah would come through the line of David. This took place through Joseph. 
 

 Even though the infancy narratives in Matthew focus on Joseph, Joseph is not quoted. But  
we still know a great deal about him. We know that he was a righteous man. That meant that he was  
in the right with God. And we know that Joseph was open to the guidance of God, given to him three 
different times in dreams.  
 

 One of Joseph’s ancestors was the patriarch Joseph.  This was the son of Jacob whom God 
spoke to through dreams. His brothers, you remember, were jealous of him and were about to put  
him to death, when they changed their mind and sold him into slavery to an Egyptian merchant. The 
merchant’s wife tried to entice Joseph, but he remained honorable, so she had him put into prison, 
claiming that he assaulted her. Joseph’s righteousness was rewarded by God. Joseph had dreams about 
a coming famine in the area. The Pharaoh heard about these and sent for Joseph. He believed him  
and placed Joseph as administrator of the Kingdom of Egypt. Joseph had huge silos built to store  
grain for coming years. When the famine came, Egypt had plenty and could also sell their grain to  
other nations. You might remember that Joseph’s brothers came groveling to him when famine hit 
their families. 
 

 Our Joseph, St. Joseph, received three dreams of which we are aware. In the first, and most  
important, he was told not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife. A second dream took place after the 
birth in Bethlehem. Joseph was told to take the child and his mother and flee to Egypt for the wicked 
King Herod meant to kill Jesus. After Herod died, and while the Holy Family was in Egypt, Joseph  
had another dream, this one telling him to return to Palestine, which he did but avoiding Jerusalem. 
 

 The most important information we have about Joseph is not that he was a dreamer; it was that 
Joseph was a righteous man, a just man. A just person puts his or her relationship with God before all 
else in life and cares for people as God would care for them. In scriptures, someone who is just reflects 
God’s compassion.  
 

 We all know the story so well. Joseph was about to marry a beautiful young girl. Then he 
learned that she was pregnant. He was devastated. He must have been heart broken. His life must  
have appeared to be shattered. Now Jewish Law would come to the aid of a man in his situation. The  
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Miraculous Medal Devotion:  
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m. 

First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m. 

 

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office 

Marriage: Please call the Parish Office  

at least 6 months in advance. 

Holy Orders: Please call  

Rev. Chuck Dornquast at 345-3338 

 

offending woman would be tried, and most probably killed. If there 
were extenuating circumstances and she was lucky, she would be cast 
out of society, and treated with scorn the rest of her life, a pariah, an 
outcast, forced to beg for food for herself and her child.  
 

  Joseph was a just man. Joseph was a compassionate man. He 
would not do this to the girl. He would not expose Mary to the law. He 
was certain that God couldn’t possibly want that to happen. He would 
send her away to a distant relative where she could live somewhat of  
a normal life with the child. Treating Mary with kindness was more 
important than his rights before the Law.  
 

 There is a great deal that we need to learn from St. Joseph.  
So many times we invoke the law of the land rather than consider  
how God is calling us to behave. We rush to sue someone who has 
offended us instead of consider how we can settle the situation in a 
Christlike way. We hide behind the law as we tear apart families. 
 

 The basic problem is that there are many Americans who place 
country before God. St. Paul tells us that in Philippians 3:20 that our  
citizenship is in heaven. God comes first, then country. What we need  
to do as Catholics is work hard that our country’s laws reflect the law 
of the Kingdom. What we should never do is invoke the law of the 
land over the law of God.  
 

 Joseph was exposed to ridicule. Some people had to have 
known that Mary was pregnant and Joseph was not the father. Joseph 
had the law on his side. But Joseph was just. He was compassionate. 
He asked himself, “What would God want me to do?” Then he made 
the decision to protect Mary, even though at that point in his mind,  
it appeared that she had offended him. He would send her away where 
she could be safe. It was after Joseph made the decision to do what 
God would want him to do, that the angel appeared to him in the 
dream. He was not only to care for Mary and the child, Joseph was to 
name the child. This child would really, perhaps not physically, but  
really be Joseph’s. The Church recognizes that by becoming the father 
of the Holy Family, Joseph became the father of the Universal Church.  
 

 Joseph is one of our greatest saints. His greatness flows from 
the fact that Joseph was righteous. Joseph 
was just. Joseph was compassionate. Today 
we pray to St. Joseph to give us the courage 
to be righteous.  
 
 

     Give us the courage, St. Joseph,  
     to choose the way of the Kingdom of Love  
     over the ways of the kingdoms of man.  
 
 

 Yours in Christ,  



 

Life Teen  
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Please Note:    The Parish Offices  & Early Childhood Center  
will be closed from Monday, 23rd—Thursday, 26th.  

Have a Blessed Christmas! 

St. Ignatius Advent Giving Tree  
Helping those in need at Christmas time.  

Each week of Advent, we collect unwrapped gifts for a specific organization.  
Place gifts under the tree decorated by our Childhood Center in the Church’s entrance.     

 

THIS WEEK:                          . 
Fourth Sunday of  Advent: (December 22) - Our Pregnancy Center.  
Constant need of  new or like new baby/toddler clothes, diapers sizes  
4-6, wipes, pull ups, new bottles, pacifiers, bibs, washcloths, receiving 
blankets for layettes, crib sheets, baby wash, and toiletries such as combs, 
brushes and nail clippers. Financial Donations welcomed for purchase of  
large items, such as cribs and mattresses. 

Celebration of the Nativity  
of the Lord Masses  

(Christmas) 

 
 

Dec. 24 Tuesday:       4:00 p.m. Church.... St. Ignatius Adult Music Ministry 
       4:00 p.m. Fr. John LaTondress Chapel and Life Center 
       6:30 p.m. Church… Children's Focus 
 

Dec. 25 Wednesday:         Midnight Mass 
                 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 

(Please note there is no Life Teen Mass on Christmas Day) 
 

Masses for the Celebration  
of the Solemnity of Mary  

(January 1) 
 

  Dec. 31 Tuesday:     4:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
   Jan. 1 Wednesday:   7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 
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Eucharistic Adoration 

Life Teen Nights: 
Every Sunday our Life Teen group meets for  
a night filled with food and friends.  
We explore our Faith, Life, and being the Sons 

and Daughters of God.  
THIS SUNDAY: 

Come to our 6 p.m. Life Teen Mass &  
join us after at the Youth House at 7:30 p.m.!  

Other Events: 
Come to our Bible Cafés - Every Wednesday -  
in the Youth House from 6-8 p.m.  

 

Youth Ministries: 

Our grades 6-8 ministry, known as EDGE,  

is a dynamic middle school youth ministry. 
 

This ministry provides an opportunity to grow  
in faith by developing a meaningful relationship 
with Jesus through EDGE Nights and social  
activities. It is all about making a difference in 
their hearts & empowering them to seek Christ.  
 

All Middle School Youth Invited  -  
Join us Thursday, January 9th   

at 6:30 p.m. in the hall! 
 

      Meet up with your fellow teens for a night 
filled with snacks, Jesus, and a fun time....  

 Mother of  the Eucharist 

 
What must Mary have felt when she heard 
from the mouth of Peter, John, James and 
the other Apostles the words spoken at the 
Last Supper:  
“This is my body which is given for you” (Luke 22:19)  

The body given up for us and made present under the  
sacramental signs, was the same body which she had  
conceived in her womb by the Holy Spirit! For Mary,  
receiving the Eucharist must have, somewhere, meant  
welcoming once more into her womb, that heart, which 
had beat in unison with hers and then reliving what she 
experienced at the foot of the cross. 
 
 

Consequently, all that Christ did with regard to His mother 
for our sake is also present. To her, He gave the beloved 
disciple John, and in him, each of us: “Behold Your Son!” 
To each of us , He also said: “Behold your mother!”   
                                                                        (cfJN19:26-27)  

Little did she realize when she brought her baby  
according to Mosaic Law, to the Temple to present  
Him to the law, what the words ‘He would be a sign  
of contradiction,’ really meant. She had become the  
first tabernacle for the Word who had become formed 
from her flesh. That is what Baptism, the sacrament of  
Adoption does for us. Jesus spent three years teaching  
His Father’s  love and mercy for all saying “ that heaven 
and earth will pass away but never My words.” (MT 24:25) 
 
To really get to know Jesus one has to hear and  
listen to His Words and then, as living temples of  
the Spirit come to know Jesus through a heart to heart 
conversation with Jesus, Lord, Brother Savior, Friend. 
 
Come and ask Mary to show you how to see Jesus  
in our own hearts and all those around us,  
especially the poor in heart and soul.  
 

Please sign the Adoration Book  
in the front of the Church to witness  

your adoring Christ during the  
First Friday Solemn Exposition of the Eucharist  
on December 3rd, in our Chapel from 9:30 a.m. 

Closing with His Blessing  
for all who came to visit that day at 9 p.m. 

 

Faith Formation Classes  
resume with the  
Tuesday Evening 

Classes on  
January 7th  
at 6:30 p.m.  

Please Note: 
There will be no Tuesday morning Care Masses 

on December 24th or December 31st. 
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Flowers to be distributed this week at  
Advent Health North Pinellas were  

donated by Angela Castiglione,  
in loving memory of  Russell Perreault,  

wishing him a Merry Christmas in heaven. 

Lord, grant eternal rest to the souls  
of our dearly departed, especially for 

 

 

TOM GOLDSWORTHY 
 

and for all those we hold 
in our hearts who have died,  

may they rest in the arms of God. 

 

We are looking to increase the number of our  
Extra-Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist.  

To be an EM, a person needs to be in a  
Catholic marriage or committed to living a celibate 

life until marriage, and a regular  
–weekly attendee at Mass.   

If you would like to be considered  
please call Katherine  
in the Parish Office  

at 727-937-4050 ext. 201. 

Applications for Extra-Ordinary  
Ministers of the Eucharist 

Wanted: Christmas pictures  
of  our Church and/or Altar.  

We are looking for photographs of our Church  
decorated this year for next year’s parish Christmas 

Card. This year’s photograph was taken by  
Linda Felleman. Please email photo attachments to  

kcreamer@ignatius.net Please include name of  

photographer and a contact number/email.  
 

Caritas Ministry 

Calling all Photographers! 

Congratulations to our  

2018 St. Jude the Apostle Medal Recipient. 
William & Patricia White  
have been added to a list  

of  wonderful volunteers in recognition 
for their generosity and loyal service  

to their parish and community.  
 

Our previous recipients include  
Vincent Chiarello, John Consolino,  

Charles Lawson, Gloria Hope,  
Edgar ‘Bud’ Bradley, Mary Caesar,  

John & Regina Mulvihill, Paul Didas,  
Melissa Kruschwitz, Ronald & Jennifer Barello,  

Ronald & Jennifer McIlveen, Rita Witeck,  
Paul & Angeline Bosco, Ann Swital,  

James & Christine Grieco, Dave Cuffe,  
Joyce Jablonski, Sharon Trese and Tom Mola. 

St. Ignatius will send you a donation  
statement for your contributions for  

the year 2019 to the Church if requested.  
Please fill out this form and place it in  
the collection basket, drop off at the  

Parish Office or email your request to  
kcreamer@ignatius.net.   Thank You. 

 

Name:________________________ 
 

Address:_______________________ 
 

City:__________________________  
 

      Zip____________   Envelope # _______ 
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Regular Store Hours Resume January 7th!  
Sundays 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
  Tuesdays 9:45 -  12 p.m. 

 

Bethany Gift Shop 

Every Friday: 
 

Boy Scouts meet in rooms 2,3,4 
Cub Scouts meet in the hall 
Girls Scouts meet in rooms 6 & 7  

 

Scouts 

Wednesdays & Thursdays in  
Life Center’s room 8 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  

 $10 per visit or 6 for $50.  
 Ages 1 and walking to 36 months.  

 

Mom’s Morning Out 

Join us on Thursdays  
for an Audio Visual presentation  

of the Old Testament 
      at 7 p.m. in rooms 2 & 3.  

Notes will be given. No registration required.  

 

Fr. Kevin’s Class 

Children -Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. 
Adults—Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
    Interested in Joining? 
Contact Brandon Vennink, Music Director 
at 937-4050 ext. 206 or email at bvennink@ignatus.net 

 

Choir Rehearsals 

Deacon Sam’s Word in Action 

“Adventures in Matthew: The King and His Kingdom” 
A comprehensive program on the “Gospel of Matthew”. 

This is a 24-week course divided into two semesters.  
A study guide book will help guide you with thought-

provoking questions for home and class study. Learn how 
Jesus builds on the foundation laid in the Old Testament 

to inaugurate the ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ on earth.  
Explore  how Jesus is the completion of all the promises 

laid out in the Old Testament. 
Pre-registration is recommended. Study Guide booklet is 
an offering of $36. Students who have already taken this 

course and have the workbooks do not need to re-buy but 
please need to register. Class begins January 9th. 

Registration Form 
Name: ___________________________________   
Date: ________________________ 
Telephone Number: ___________________  
*Student Study Materials: __$36_____ 
Student Name: ____________________________ 
*Please make checks payable to St. Ignatius, cash accepted. 

          Rosary Makers meet every Monday  
  morning from 9:30 a.m. - noon in the hall.  

                        All are Welcome to join in. 

 

Rosary Makers 

Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary  
On Wednesday mornings  

after the 9 a.m. Mass in the Church. 

 

Patriotic Rosary 

  All men of the parish are invited on 
  Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall. 
          For more info contact  
         Geoff at 813-728-2082. 

 

Brothers in Christ 

 

Rite of Initiation 
If you're interested in becoming Catholic, 

you are invited to our  
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 
We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m. in the Office of 

Evangelization Office in the Life Center.  

Catholic Questions and Answers –  
An Adult Faith Formation Class  

Tuesdays and Wednesdays in January  
 

Do you have questions about our Catholic faith?  
About the Eucharist? Marriage? Confession?  

Priesthood? Heaven, Hell, Purgatory? Or maybe just 
questions about why we do what we do in the Mass? 
This class is envisioned as a series of presentations on 

the questions about our faith that are of the most  
interest to our parishioners. There is no curriculum,  

nor a particular book. Simply come to the class(es)  
on the topics that interest you the most.   

Classes will meet in rooms 2 & 3 at 6:30 p.m. 
 on Tuesdays and Wednesdays beginning January 14th 

Submit a question you’d like us to cover by going to: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3Q27M8M 

NEW:  Fr. Kyle’s Class 

Check out our Weekly Ministries  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3Q27M8M
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Our bereavement support group meets every 
first Saturday of the month in the hall at 10 a.m. 
First meeting of the new year is February 1st. 

All are welcome. 

Divine Mercy Cenacle 

Join every second Saturday of each month  
at 10 a.m. in room 4.  

We invite ALL to join us in our faith journey.  

Catholic Young Adults of North Pinellas  
A multi-parish ministry that facilitates social, 
worship, and service opportunities for  
Catholic young adults in north Pinellas.  
Reach us on Facebook at  
facebook.com/CYANorthPinellas/ 

Young Adult Men’s & Women’s Groups 
Contact the parish office– 937-4050 ext. 201 

Catholic Ministry at St. Petersburg  
College, Tarpon Springs Campus  
 Any students of SPC should contact Fr. Kyle Bell  
in the parish office to find out more! 

Young Adult Ministries! 

Guardian Angels School is collecting  
Box Top Labels. Please place your labels in the 
marked box on the courtesy desk in the Church.  

  A Wonderful STREAM program!  
Classrooms are filled with  

excellent, faithful teachers and  
staff working with  

our precious students.  
 

Science, Technology, Religion,  
Engineering, Arts & Math 

 

 

We offer a half  day program,  
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily,  

with before care and after care extending the day  
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if  needed.  

 

Our two, three, four, and five year olds develop  
spiritually, physically, emotionally, and intellectually.  

 

Call to schedule a tour at 727-937-5427. 

 
 

The Bloodmobile  
will be here  

Sunday, January 12th  
from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

 

 Please Share A Pint! 

Been away from the Church? 
Come join us at7 p.m.  

in the Life Center Office on the  
first Wednesday of each month. 

 Or call Terri at 727-773-5004 or make 
an appointment at Comeback@ignatius.net 

Next meeting moved to January 8th. 

Comeback Catholics 

 

Guardian Angels School Come join us on the 3rd Saturday of the month  
in rooms 2-3 from 10 a.m. to Noon. 

Our next Meeting, January 18th, will use  
Rose Sweet’s book Rebuilding after Divorce  
for discussion (Intro thru Chap 8). 

Contact Christine Grieco at 727-519-3360 for more info. 

 

 

Separated or Divorced? 

Our Lady Queen of Carmel Lay  
Carmelite Community’s next meeting  

is January 4th in room 6 after attending 
the 9 a.m. Mass.  

If you would like to learn more about the  
Lay Carmelites, please contact Barbara  
at bwest@pasco.org or 727-250-2270. 

Lay Carmelite Community 

Monthly Ministries  

New Beginnings 

mailto:bwest@pasco.org


 

Parish Offices Close at Noon 

    Food Pantry Drive this Weekend 

 

 

If you wish to have a Mass said for special intentions  
or for deceased family members or friends,  

please stop by the parish office between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdays. 

   

DATE MASS INTENTIONS EVENTS 
 

 

 

Saturday, December 21 
 

 
 

     4:00 p.m.    + Rev. Michael Hannon  
  6:30 p.m.    + Patrick McHugh 

    

 

 

Sunday, December 22 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-14 
Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-24 

 

  7:30 a.m.     + John Spath  
  9:00 a.m.     For the People of Our Parish                  
11:30 a.m.     + Arthur Sieracki  
 6:00 p.m.     + Raymond Marcell 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

    7:30 p.m.    Life Teen Night at the Youth House 

 
 

Monday, December 23 
St. John of Kanty 
Malachi 3:1-24 
Luke 1:57-66 

     
 

 

     7:00 a.m.     + Godrey Jardine 
  9:00 a.m.     + Dodi Grchan 

 
 

 

                                    Parish Offices Closed 

 

Tuesday, December 24 
2 Samuel 7:1-16 
Luke 1:67-79 

 
Nativity of the Lord Vigil  

      

  7:00 a.m.     + Andrew & Anne Flannagan 
  9:00 a.m.     + George & Brigid McKenna  
 
  4:00 p.m.     For the People of Our Parish 
  6:30 p.m.     For the People of Our Parish 

 
 
 
 

               Parish Offices Closed 

 
 

Wednesday, December 25 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
Hebrews 1:1-6 
John 1:1-18 

 

 12:00 a.m.    For the People of Our Parish 
   7:30 a.m.    For the People of Our Parish 
   9:00 a.m.    For the People of Our Parish 
 11:30 a.m.    For the People of Our Parish 
   

                        

 
 
 
          HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS! 

 
 

Thursday, December 26  
St. Stephen  

Acts 6:8-10,7:54-59 
Matthew 10:17-22 

 
 

      7:00 a.m.     + Shirley Wright 
  9:00 a.m.     + Krystina Horak          

    

    
               Parish Offices Closed 

 
 

Friday, December 27 
St. John, the Apostle 

1 John 1:1-4 
John 20:1-8 

 
 
 

    7:00 a.m.     + John & Shirley Holt 
  9:00 a.m.     + Edel Bracken 
   

 

 
  7:00 p.m.     Boy Scouts in rooms 2-4 

 

Saturday, December 28 
The Holy Innocents 

1 John 1:1- 4 
Matthew 2:13-18 

 
 

 

      9:00 a.m.     For An End to Abortions 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 28 
 

 
 

     4:00 p.m.    + Charlie Wech 
  6:30 p.m.    + Margaret Scott 

    

 

 

Sunday, December 29 
Feast of the Holy Family 

Sirach 3:2-14 
Colossians 3:12-21 
Matthew 2:13-23 

 

  7:30 a.m.     Special Intentions of Rose Astrab 
  9:00 a.m.     For the People of Our Parish                  
11:30 a.m.     + Deceased Members of the  
                     Chionchio & Telesca Family 
 6:00 p.m.     + Teresa Jastrzebska 

 
 

    
       7:30 p.m.    Life Teen Night in the hall 

Advent Giving Tree - 
Upper Pinellas Pregnancy Center 


