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Creating a Holy Family
I hope you all have had beautiful celebrations with your families on Christmas
Day. Perhaps, for some, Christmas seems to take a long time coming, and then ends
quickly. Well, we don’t let this happen in the Catholic Church. Like Garfield hugging the
Christmas tree to keep Jon from throwing it out, we hold on to the celebration all the
way until the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, this year until January 13th. Our main
focus, though, is on the time from Christmas to the Epiphany, which includes today’s
Feast of the Holy Family, this Tuesday’s Solemnity of Mary, and next Sunday’s Solemnity
of the Epiphany.
Still, I think many parents here are breathing a little easier. I’m sure you feel
particularly relieved because you felt you had to create Christmas for your family.
Looking back at it, you certainly had to do many things, but, in retrospect, your
families found joy in what God inspired you to do.
This is the Feast of the Holy Family. I think all of us are tempted to think that
we can create a holy family. We can’t. Only God can provide the grace for our families
to be separate for Him, to be holy. Still, we have to do everything in our power to give
His Grace the opportunity to flow into our homes. That is where today’s first two
readings are pointing us. Mothers and Fathers are to be respected by their children.
Husbands and wives are to respect each other. Parents cannot allow their children to
speak to them in a disrespectful way. This is not for the parents’ sake, but for the good
of the children. Respect is not integral to human nature. Respect, like gratitude, has to be
taught by parents and learned by children. I’m sure that on Christmas you said many
times to your children after they received a gift, “And what do you say?” I’ve met many
adults who take the generosity of others for granted. Perhaps, they were never taught to
say, “Thank you,” when they were children.
In the same way, parents need to teach their children respect. If children do not
learn how to respect their parents, how are they going to learn to respect anyone in
authority? And how are children going to learn respect if they don’t witness the respect
that their mothers and fathers have for each other? By treating each other with respect,
husbands and wives are building the foundation upon which a holy home can be built,
a place where a holy family can live.
A holy family has to provide opportunities for the children to develop their
relationship with God. I’m sure all of you say grace before meals. This might seem to be
an ordinary practice, but it is not. It is extraordinary. It opens the children to recognize
that all good things come from God. Bedtime prayers are also very important. Through
these prayers the children develop their personal relationship with God. They learn to
talk to God, to pray for their families and for all who need their prayers. By the way,
when the children reach six or seven, it’s a great idea for parents to incorporate an act
of contrition into their little children’s bedtime prayers. This helps them learn to take
responsibility for their actions as they ask forgiveness for anything they have done wrong
during the day. And if a child can’t think of anything he or she did wrong, I’m sure Mom

Feast of the Holy Family
or Dad can offer a few suggestions.
Sometimes people look at this Feast of the Holy Family and say, “Well, this is
unrealistic. How can we possibly be parents as good as St. Mary, the Immaculately
Conceived One, and St. Joseph, the direct descendent of King David, chosen by God to
be the foster father of the Lord?” Well, look at today’s Gospel. Even the best of parents
make mistakes. They left their kid in Jerusalem, violating one of Msgr. Joe’s rules: You must
go home with as many children as your brought. And they only had one. Jesus Himself sort of
scolded them when He asked them why they didn’t start looking for Him in the Temple,
His Father’s house.
Sometimes a little child will complain, “You’re the meanest Mommy or Daddy in
the world.” Usually, that is a good sign that Mommy and Daddy are more concerned with
caring for their child then in preserving the child’s affection by letting the child do some
thing that could be detrimental. My favorite experience in this regard comes from many
years ago in another parish. At a teen sharing based on the Fourth Commandment, a
number of the teens were complaining that their parents’ rules were too strict. Then one
teen said, “I don’t have any rules. I can come home as late as I want, even on school
nights. My parents never look at my grades; so I don’t have to worry about their reaction
to a bad grade.” Then the teen started crying, “Why don’t my parents love me?”
Sometimes pre-teens and teens might complain to me about something their
mother or father said or did. My response to them is: But are they trying their best? If you
want your parents to realize that you are trying your best in the things you do, why don’t
you respect them for trying their best? For example, maybe you have problems with math,
have done all your homework, done extra credit, and have even worked with some of the
better math students in the class to understand a lesson. Yet, you still get a bad grade. You
want your parents to realize that you are trying. Well, it is the same thing for your parents.
It is more important that you realize that your Mom and Dad have your best interests in
mind, then they succeed in being perfect parents.
He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. And Jesus advanced
in wisdom and age and favor before God and man.
When parents bring their babies for baptism, they take upon themselves the huge
responsibility of raising their child for God. This is what you do, Moms and Dads. You are
in the business of raising children for God. To do this, your home
must be a little church. For this to happen your family must be
holy. You cannot create a holy family. But God can. Find ways,
perhaps new ways, to open your family to the Grace of God.
Today we pray that all our families might be holy families.
Yours in Christ,
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Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Pastor
715 E Orange Street
Tarpon Springs, Florida 34689
Mass Schedule:

Saturday…….4:00 and 6:30 p.m.
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)
Sunday……...7:30, 9:00, 11:30 a.m. and
6:00 p.m. Life Teen
Weekdays…..7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
Saturday…….9:00 a.m.

Masses for the Celebration
of the Solemnity of Mary
(January 1)
Holy Day of Obligation
Dec. 31 Monday:
4:00 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 1 Tuesday:
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.

Schedule of Confessions:

Saturday…….3:00– 3:45 p.m.
and after the 6:30 p.m. Mass

PARISH OFFICE 937-4050
Main Office ext. 201
Msgr. Joseph A. Pellegrino, Pastor
Rev. Kyle Bell, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Kevin Molloy, in Residence
Deacon Samuel Moschetto
Deacon John Edgerton
Ron Appel, Parish Manager
Katherine Creamer, Office Manager
Lorna Moffitt, Parish Mgr. Assistant
Eldean Jenkins, Facilities Manager
Anne Harman, Music Director

ext. 209
ext. 207
ext. 208
ext. 224
ext. 222
ext. 215
ext. 201
ext. 203
ext. 201
ext. 206

Faith Formation
No Faith Formation Classes
thru January 8th!
First Communion Penance Service
Saturday, January 12th at 10 a.m. in the Church.

FAITH FORMATION
Rev. Kyle Bell, Parochial Vicar
Fran Morin, Pre-K—8th Grade
Joshua Strope, Evangelization
Laura Margarella, Caritas

ext. 207
ext. 220
ext. 224
ext. 221

Life Teen

YOUTH MINISTRY
Bart Kovacic, Life Teen
Samantha Trapp, Edge

ext. 246
ext. 246

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Sharon Stokely, Director

ext. 225

GUARDIAN ANGELS SCHOOL
Mary Stalzer, Principal

799-6724

UPPER PINELLAS
PREGNANCY CENTER
Mary Caesar

937-4304

PARISH OFFICE FAX
727-943-0676
OFFICE EMAIL
kcreamer@ignatius.net
PARISH WEBSITE
www.st.ignatius.net

Miraculous Medal Devotion:
Before 9 a.m. Mass each Wednesday

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Thursdays after 9 a.m. Mass until 10:15 a.m.
First Friday of the Month 9:30 a.m. until 9 p.m.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office
Marriage: Please call the Parish Office
at least 6 months in advance.

Holy Orders: Please call
Rev. Carl Melchior at 345-3338

Following Sunday’s Life Teen Mass,
all high school teens are invited
to come to the HALL for food, fun,
exciting presentations and experiences.

Please
Note:

Parish Offices will close
Monday, December 31st and will resume regular
hours on Thursday, January 3rd at 9 a.m.

Our Recipients wish to

Thank All of You
who gave so very
generously to our
Advent Giving
Tree.
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Brothers in Christ
All men of the parish are invited on
Wednesdays at 6 a.m. in the hall.
For more info contact
Geoff at 813-728-2082.

Patriotic Rosary
Join in praying the Patriotic Rosary on
Wednesday mornings in the Church
following the 9 a.m. Mass.

Comeback Catholics
Been away from the Church?
Update your spiritual journey!
Come join us You are welcome here!
We meet in the Life Center Office on
the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m.
Or call Terri at 727-773-5004 or make an
appointment at Comeback @ Ignatius.net
Next meeting is January 2nd.

Edge Youth Ministry
All Middle School Youth are Invited!
This Thursday in the Youth House
from 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Fr. Kevin’s Class
The Study of Religion.
Classes meet Thursdays at 7 p.m. in
rooms 2 & 3 of the Life Center.

Scouts
Boy, Cub & Girl Scouts
meet every Friday evening in
the classrooms of the Life Center.

Eucharistic Adoration
“IN THE BEGINNING….”
It is by no coincidence that the Old Testament starts
with these words: “In the beginning when God created the
heavens and the earth,” (Genesis l.l) and the New Testament
Prologue of the ‘beloved Apostle’ John starts with these
words: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things came into being through Him, and
without Him not one thing came into being. In Him was life
and the life was the light of all people. (John 1-4.)
Yes, it is the beginning of another New Year, hopefully
one better than this past year of divisiveness, prejudice,
violence at home and abroad, nation against nation and
people against people regardless of race, gender or ethnic
and social background. Truth seems to be subjective rather
than a reality check. Thomas Merton, a seeker of truth but
mostly in the things of the flesh and the world, discovered
the spirituality of St. Francis and wrote his best selling book,
the “Seven Story Mountain.” He took time to think about
the wisdom questions, “Who Am I? Where Am I going?
Why and What Am I doing about it?” In his words, “The
only true joy on earth is to escape from the prison of our
own false self, and enter by love into union with the Life
Who dwells and sings within the essence of every creature
and into the core of our own souls.” It is the reality of God
adopting us in Baptism to share in the life won for us by the
life, death and resurrection of His eternal Son Jesus, ‘the
Word Who became Flesh’.
Emeritus Pope Benedict says: “It is the Word of God
through the Holy Spirit, which always guides us to the whole
truth. (cf. JN 16:13) I would like to recommend the ancient
tradition of the Lectio Divina, diligent reading of the Sacred
Scriptures accompanied by prayer each day. Simply read a
paragraph, a sentence, from Jesus, and ask “What are you
saying to me personally? It is by this contemplation or
meditation that we begin to see that only in Jesus can we
truly know God. “He who sees me, sees the Father for the
Father and I are one.” (cf. John 14)
Want a New Year’s resolution of Joy, of Light that
shines in darkness? Then spend each First Friday of 2019 in
adoration with the Sacred Host solemnly manifested in
Exposition and read His Word so that you will not only see
Him as Man or Savior, but in His words, “I call you my
friends.” Exposition begins at 9:30 a.m. in our Chapel and
ends with Benediction or Blessing of Jesus at 9 p.m. Every
First Friday you will meet with Him in silence, in dialogue,
face to face, this side of heaven. As our divine Lord says;
“Heaven and earth will pass away but never My words.”
Fulfill your resolution by signing the Adoration Book in
front of the Church.
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Lay Carmelites
Lay Carmelites seek the face of God through
prayer, community and service.
Our Lady Queen of Carmel Lay Carmelite
Community will meet here at St. Ignatius
on the first Saturday of each month.
Our next meeting is Saturday, January 5th.
We will attend the 9 a.m. Mass and then meet in
classroom 6. If you would like to come and learn
more, please contact Barbara Westcott
at bwest@pasco.org or 727-250-2270.

Bereavement Support
The next meeting of our ‘New Beginnings’
bereavement support group
will be held on
Saturday, January 5th at 10 a.m.
in the hall.
Our own Fr. Kevin Molloy will speak on,
‘Resolutions for the Grieving.’
All are welcome.

January Bloodmobile
The Bloodmobile
will be here
Sunday, January 6th
from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Please Share A Pint!

If you're interested in becoming Catholic,
you are invited to our
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
We meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m. in the
Office of Evangelization
in the Life Center or contact Joshua at
727-937-4050 ext. 224 or jstrope@ignatius.net

Caritas Flowers
Flowers to be distributed this week
at Florida Hospital North Pinellas
by Caritas volunteers were donated by
Dorothy Poplinski,
in memory of Joseph P. Secko,
wishing him a Happy New Year in heaven.

The New Pavers have been placed!
If you ordered the $12 mini-paver,
please pick it up
at the Parish Office

Autism Online Support
Join us every second Tuesday
of each month at 7 p.m.
From your computer, tablet or smartphone go
go to https://zoom.us/meeting/476265687/ics?
isToken=93cee3daa6383a9925edfc5b2425f55c95
6cdeb771690ec1fe60a84613309036

The Great Adventure Begins Again:
The Bible Time Line Returning by Popular
Demand Presented by Deacon Sam Moschetto
The Bible Time Line approaches the Bible in such a
way that you read it in chronological fashion so that
you stay interested and can remember the story of
Salvation History.
The first 12 sessions will be in the Spring and
remaining 12 will be in the fall. Choose either
Thursday mornings at 10:30 a.m. or Thursday
evenings at 6:30 p.m. beginning January 10th.
Please fill out the registration form below.
Return the form with a check or cash to the Parish
office with checks to ‘St. Ignatius of Antioch’.

___________

REGISTRATION FORM
Name ___________________________
Telephone________________________
Workbook Offering $35 Returning Student _____
Session Desired… Morning____ Evening____
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Divine Mercy Cenacle
Join every second Saturday
of each month at 10 a.m. in room 4.
We invite ALL to join us in
our faith journey.

Sr. Lila’s Class
Sr. Lila presents
Bishop Barron's
enlightening study of the
seven capital sins and
contrasts them to the seven lively virtues.
Learn how to counteract those sinful patterns
through a conscious focus on a specific virtue
for each sin. Come and increase understanding,
promote reflection, and encourage practical
action. Class begins Monday, January 14th
from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in rooms 2 & 3.

CPR/ Defibrillator Class
Our December Defibrillator/CPR class has
been rescheduled for January 19th
at 9 a.m. in classrooms 2 & 3.
Call the Office to RSVP.
Sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus.

Roe Vs. Wade Mass

Please join us on
Saturday, January 19th
at the 9 a.m. Mass and
pray that mother/fathers-to-be realize
that the baby they are carrying
deserves to live life to the fullest.

Men’s Only Morning
Saturday, January 26th
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
in our hall.
For Men of All Ages!
Valuable health and educational information,
free screenings, resources, light lunch and raffle.
Space is limited and reservations required
so call 727-943-3600 today!
Hosted by The Knights of Columbus
St. Ignatius Council #7621,
St. Luke Council #12196
& St. Vincent De Paul Council # 6476

Calling all Photographers!
Wanted: Christmas pictures
of our Church and/or Altar.
We are looking for photographs
of our Church decorated this year
for next year’s parish
Christmas Card.
This year’s manger scene
was submitted by Diane Perry.
Please email photo attachments to
kcreamer@ignatius.net
Please include name of photographer and
a contact number/email.
St. Ignatius will send you a donation
statement for your contributions for
the year 2018 to the Church if requested.
Please fill out this form and place it in
the collection basket, drop off at the
Parish Office or email your request to
kcreamer@ignatius.net. Thank You.
Name:________________________
Address:_______________________
City:__________________________
Zip____________ Envelope # _______
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Early Childhood Center
We offer a half day program, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. daily, with before care and after care
extending the day from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. if needed. Our two, three, four, and five year olds
develop spiritually, physically, emotionally, and intellectually.

Call the Early Childhood Center to schedule a tour (727) 937-5427.
Mothers Morning Out

Wednesdays & Thursdays in room 8 of the Life Center
from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
$10 per visit or 6 for $50. Ages 1 and walking to 36 months.

Guardian Angels...
Wonderful STREAM program!
Our classrooms are filled with excellent, faithful teachers and
staff working with our precious students.
Our students enjoy a curriculum where technology, the arts,
and the timeless truths of our faith
are integrated into all subject areas.
Schedule a tour to see the school in action
by calling 727-799-6724.
Guardian Angels School is collecting
box top labels. Please place your box tops
on the courtesy desk in the Church.
Thank You!

This Week Picks:
Listen to….
Enjoy a free subscription to Formed.org
An incredible online gateway to the best
Catholic content for all ages!
We’ve made it Easy and Free!
Visit formed.org
Click on Register
Enter Parish Access Code 68Z88Q and
create your own password.
Enjoy and share!

Mary, The Indispensable
Mother of God by Tim Staples

Listen to….

The Virgin Mary Revealed
through Scripture
Dr. Scott Hahn

DATE

MASS INTENTIONS
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 29
Sunday, December 30

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Sirach 3:2-6
Colossians 3:12-21
Luke 2:41-52

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m..

+ John Astrab, Sr.
For the People of Our Parish
+ Robert Tagliarini
+ Roy & Hazel Rogers

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

7:30 a.m.

Thursday, January 3
Most Holy Name of Jesus
1 John 2:29-3:6
John 1:29-34

+ Carol William Miller
+ Thomas Zarakas

+ Richard & Mary Abbott
+ Harold Coleman
For the People of Our Parish

9:00 a.m.

For Vocations to the Priesthood &
Religious Life
+ Eugene Holmes

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Mildred Mattice
+ Guy Perenich

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

+ Henry Horak
+ Frank Orlick

Saturday, January 5
St. John Neumann
1 John 3:11-21
John 1:43-51

9:00 a.m.

+ Joan Pilliod

4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Special Intentions of the
St. Ignatius Women’s Council
+ Teresa Kiceina

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

+ John Astrab, Sr.
For the People of Our Parish
+ Teresa Baccari
+ Anna Jurkiewicz

Saturday, January 5

Isiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:2-6
Matthew 2:1-12

Parish Offices Closed

+ Maria Assunta DiFiore
+ Jose Lopez

Friday, January 4
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
1 John 3:7-10
John 1:35-42

Sunday, January 6

Bethany Shop Closed
Life Teen Night in hall
following Mass

Solemnity of Mary Masses

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, January 2
St.s Basil & Gregory
1 John 2:22-28
John 1:19-28

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

7:30 p.m.

Solemnity of Mary Vigil Masses

Tuesday, January 1
Numbers 6:22-27
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:16-21

+ Frank & Mary Pergola
+ Norma Flaguer

\

Monday, December 31
St. Sylvester I
1 John 2:18-21
John 1:1-18

SOLEMNITY OF
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

EVENTS

\

Parish Offices Closed

6:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Brothers in Christ in the hall
Patriotic Rosary in Church
Comeback Catholics in
Life Center Office
Parish Offices Closed

Parish Offices Close at Noon
6:00 p.m. Edge in the Youth House
7:00 p.m. Fr. Kevin’s class in rooms 2 & 3
Eucharistic Adoration
9:30
a.m.
- 9:00Closed
p.m. in the Chapel
Parish Offices
6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 1142 in room 6
6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts Troop 817 in room 7
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts in rooms 2-4
7:00 p.m. Cub Scouts in rooms 8-12
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Polish School in classrooms 7-12
Lay Carmelite Community room 6
New Beginnings in the hall

BLOODMOBILE 8 a.m.—1 p.m.

FoodBethany
Pantry Drive
this Weekend
Shop Closed

7:30 p.m.

Life Teen Night in hall
following Mass

If you wish to have a Mass said for special intentions or for deceased family members or friends,
please stop by the parish office between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. weekdays.

