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Thank you for your continued and                                               

generous support of our parish. 

 

   August 14 - Regular Collection  $  8,278 

   August 14 - Harvest Sunday      $  3,591 

    Harvest Sunday Collection— Thank you 

for your support of the St. Vincent de Paul 

Harvest Collection.  The SVdP Conference  

helps clients in need by providing assistance 

with food, clothing, shelter, fuel, utility ex-

penses, and medical needs. 

 

The Tabernacle Candle                       

will be lit next week                                    

in loving memory of                    

Mr. & Mrs. Manthala George, Sr. 

and Family. 

 

      Congratulations to 

Molly Ray 

             and  

               Michael Lombardo                                                               
              

 who were united in Holy Matrimony                                                      
at St. Joan of Arc Church                                 

 on August 13, 2022. 
 

 The EUCHARIST for the HOMEBOUND      

    If you know of someone who is home-
bound or in one of our local nursing 
homes and who would like to receive 
the Eucharist, please email the Parish 
Office at rectory@joanarc.org or call us 
at 508-255-0170. 

  

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

                           Week of August 20—28 

    Sat. August 20 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time (G) 
  5:00 pm Jimmy Newbauer 
    Sun. August 21 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time (G) 
   8:00 am Joe Moran 
 10:00 am Charles Cacciola                  
    Mon.   August 22 Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary (W) 
   8:00 am Rev. Richard Cretien 
    Tues. August 23    St. Rose of Lima (W) 
  8:00 am Felix Conte 
 Wed. August 24 St. Bartholomew, Apostle (R) 
  8:00 am Bernie DeYoung 
 Thurs. August 25 St. Louis (W) and St. Joseph Calasanz (W) 
  5:00 pm Priest’s Intentions 
 Fri. August 26 Feria (G) 
  8:00 am Eugene McLean, III 
    Sat. August 27 St. Monica (W) 
  8:00 am Muriel Haggerty 
    Sat. August 27 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (G) 
  5:00 pm Laura B. Corcoran  
    Sun. August 28 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (G) 
   8:00 am Joe Moran 
 10:00 am Joan Wehrell 

 

                Congratulations to  
             Francine and Ingrid Johnson 
 

  who were baptized at St. Joan of Arc Church                     
 on Friday, August 12, 2022.                                      
     

   May God’s grace and blessings guide them                           
     throughout their lives. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Steven Booth, Administrator 
     frbooth@joanarc.org 
Deacon Norman F. McEnaney 
Judy Burt Walker, Dir. of Faith Formation 
Art McManus, Director of Music 
Lisa Scapellati, Office Manager 
Alec Stansell, Facilities Manager 
Mass schedule: 
   Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm 
   Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 
   Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat: 8:00 am 
   Thurs: 5:00 pm 
Confession schedule: 
    Tuesday: 8:30 am 
    Thursday: 4:00 pm 
    Saturday: 4:00 – 4:45 pm, or by appointment  
Eucharistic Adoration - every Friday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Baptisms—by appointment                                                      
Marriage—arrangements 8 to 12 months in advance 
Parish Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 9:00 am –3:30 pm     
Website: www.joanarc.org 

Parish email: rectory@joanarc.org 
Parish Office tel: 508-255-0170; fax: 508-240-6741 
Faith Formation email: religed@joanarc.org 
Faith Formation tel: 508-255-1257, fax: 508-255-7442 

  PARISH INFORMATION 

mailto:rectory@joanarc.org
mailto:religed@joanarc.org
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Holy Smoke 
 

    I’m sure you’ve noticed the use of incense and perhaps 

you’re wondering what it’s all about. When it comes to 

the Mass, many of the liturgical actions are not particular-

ly practical but rather are for ritualistic reasons and in-

fused with symbolism. The use of incense is certainly one 

of those cases.  
 

     Looking back to the ancient world, we see that incense        

 has always had a place in worship. The historical records  

 show that ancient Egypt, Babylon, Assyria, Greece, and 

 Rome all used incense in their recognition and worship of  

 the divine. Most significantly, even our fathers in the 

faith, Israel, used incense in Temple worship according to 

God’s own command. “You shall make an altar of acacia wood for burning incense…You shall overlay it with pure gold, its top, 

and its sides all round and its horns; and you shall make for it a moulding of gold all round… Put the altar in front of the curtain 

that shields the ark of the covenant law—before the mercy-seat that is over the tablets of the covenant law—where I will meet with 

you. Aaron must burn fragrant incense on the altar every morning when he tends the lamps. He must burn incense again when he 

lights the lamps at twilight so incense will burn regularly before the Lord for the generations to come.” (Exodus 30: 1, 6-8). Not 

only is using incense one of the distinctive features of more solemn Masses. But in a real way, the “regular burning of incense 

before the Lord for generations to come” is fulfilled and continued in the Catholic liturgy through the use of incense at Mass.  
  

          In addition to maintaining an element of our religious history and connecting us to the Old Testament. We can also look to the 

New Testament to see the rich symbolism of incense. The Book of Revelation describes what heavenly worship looks like. 

“Another angel came in holding a censer of gold. He took his place at the altar of incense and was given large amounts of incense 

to deposit on the altar of gold in front of the throne, together with the prayers of all God's holy ones. From the angel's hand, the 

smoke of the incense went up before God, and with it the prayers of God's people.” Apart from seeing clear continuity between 

earthly worship in Exodus and heavenly worship in Revelation we can also see how Christ again acts as the point of overlap be-

tween the two — and the one true mediator between God and man. It is through Jesus, as both God and man, that human worship 

is truly able to pierce the heavens and enter into heavenly worship.  
 

         If Christ is symbolized by the altar and made truly present on the altar in the Eucharist then the meaning of the sweet smelling 

smoke rising up before Christ is meant to symbolize how sweet a life wrapped in prayer and sacrifice is before God and how, in 

and through Christ, our prayer rises up into God’s presence and brings us into conversation and relationship with Him. “Let my 

prayer come like incense before you; the lifting up of my hands, like the evening sacrifice” (Psalm 141). 

NEW MASS and CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
 

Mass Schedule: In addition to Daily Mass being offered on Mon., Tues., Wed., and Fri. at 8:00 am, it is 
now also offered on Thursday at 5:00 pm and Saturday at 8:00am.  
 
Confession is offered three times a week -- Tuesday at 8:30am, Thursday at 4:00 pm, and  Saturday at 4:00 
pm.  

 
Adoration: Jesus is our life and our salvation and so it makes sense that the Eucharist is called the “source and summit of 

the Christian life” (CCC 1324). The Eucharist is Jesus. In Adoration, the act of displaying the Host on the altar, 

the faithful draw close to and worship Jesus Christ really and substantially present in the Eucharist. By doing so, 

we emulate the examples of the disciples who learned to seek out Jesus as the ultimate answer to their present 

difficulties. Through the Eucharist, we have even greater ease of access to Jesus than the disciples did during His 

public ministry. Join us for Adoration, every Friday from 9:00 am — 5:00 pm. Please consider making a regu-

lar time of Adoration part of your weekly schedule.  
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                                    Readings for the Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

       1st Reading   Isaiah 66: 18-21  

       Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 117: 1,2 

       2nd Reading  Hebrews 12: 5-7, 11-13 

       Gospel   Luke 13: 22-30 

  

                   “Go out to all the world and tell the Good News.” 

“There are two things which the devil is deadly afraid of: 

fervent Communions and frequent visits to                           

the Blessed Sacrament.”  

 

PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED MEMBERS   

OF OUR PARISH FAMILY   Dorothy Moody 

 

PRAY FOR OUR ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE  

MEN AND WOMEN  Devon Manchester, Sinead 

McGorman, Colin Bracken, Michael Bracken,  

 

 PRAY FOR THE ILL OF THE PARISH  

 Bill Hannon, Addie Priess, Diane Roy, Maurice “Mo”    

 Tremblay, Julieann Sullivan, Evelyn Mullen, Joyce   

 Smith, Frank Maloney, Ann Marie Girardi, Tony              

Villano, Pat Mangan, Freddie Hemley, Glea Hemley 

 

                                              The Rosary   

     Join us as we pray the Rosary with                                    
         Our Blessed Mother every Mon., Tues., 
Wed., Fri. and Sat. after the 8:00 am Mass                 

and on Thursday at 4:30 pm,                                 
before the 5:00 pm Mass. 

  

 

“Be Still” 

 

Our reflection and stillness, facilitated by Judy Burt Walker,           

continues this coming Wednesday, August 24 at 8:45 am                 

in the Chapel.              

 

All are welcome.  

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                      August 21, 2022     

  THRIFT SHOP SCHEDULE   

The Thrift Shop is open Mon., Wed., Thurs., and Fri.                              
10 am—4 pm.   

We accept donations on Mon., Tues. &  Thurs. 
8 am—noon. 

Thrift Shop tel: 508-255-4476 

GIFTS of BETHLEHEM 

September 3 and 4                      

in the Parish Hall                      
after all Masses 

 

Beautiful olive wood carvings — 
crucifixes, crosses, rosaries,                      
Nativity scenes, statues, and much more!  

Upcoming Parish Events & Ministry Meetings 
 

Every Mon, Tues, Wed., & Fri. –the Holy Rosary immediately follows the 8:00 am Mass 
 

Every Friday - ADORATION - 9:00 am—5:00 pm.  Come spend time with Our Lord.  He awaits your visit! 
 

Wed., August 24 - “Be Still” - 8:45 am - reflection & meditation in the chapel. 
 

Sat. & Sun., Sept. 3 & 4 - Gifts of Bethlehem—support Christians in the Holy Land 
 

Knights of Columbus—meets 2nd Wednesday of every month @ 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall  
 
St. Vincent de Paul Board - meets after the 8:00 am Mass in the Parish Hall the 2nd Friday of every month except February, 
March & August. 
 
Social Justice Committee—meets the 2nd Thursday of every month at 6:30 pm in the Parish Hall. 
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‘ALERT’ TO ALL SNOWBIRDS!! 
 

 

If you use Parish Collection envelopes and will be leaving the area for an extended period of time, help us save unnecessary costs 
in postage, printing, and administrative fees!  To put your envelopes ‘on hold’ for the time you are away, we must inform our en-
velope provider well in advance of your departure and return dates.  It’s somewhat confusing, but, the schedule below indicates 
when we need to submit your requests to put a ’hold’ on your envelopes.  
 

 If your departure date falls anytime within:   Please let us know no later than:   
 a) October 9 - December 4, 2022        August 27, 2022 
 b) December 5 - February 5, 2023     October 27, 2022 
 c) February 6 - April 2, 2023     December 24, 2022 
 d) April 3 - June 4, 2023      February 24, 2023 
 e) June 5 - August 6, 2023      April 26, 2023 
 

If you are unsure of your exact departure and return dates, please provide us with approximate dates. Any questions, please call 
the rectory @ 508-255-0170.  Thank you for your assistance and continued support of our parish. 

  

St. Monica 
Feast day—August 27 

 

On August 27, one day before the feast of her son St. Augustine, the Catholic Church 
honors St. Monica, whose holy example and fervent intercession led to one of the most 
dramatic conversions in Church history. 

Monica was born into a Catholic family in 332, in the North African city of Tagaste located 
in present-day Algeria. She was raised by a maidservant who taught her the virtues of 
obedience and temperance. While still relatively young, she married Patricius, a Roman 
civil servant with a bad temper and a disdain for his wife's religion. 

Patricius' wife dealt patiently with his distressing behavior, which included infidelity to their 
marriage vows. But she experienced a greater grief when he would not allow their three 
children – Augustine, Nagivius, and Perpetua – to receive Baptism. When Augustine, the 
oldest, became sick and was in danger of death, Patricius gave consent for his Baptism, 
but withdrew it when he recovered. 

Monica's long-suffering patience and prayers eventually helped Patricius to see the error of his ways, and he was baptized into 
the Church one year before his death in 371. Her oldest son, however, soon embraced a way of life that brought her further grief, 
as he fathered a child out of wedlock in 372. One year later, he began to practice the occult religion of Manichaeism. 

In her distress and grief, Monica initially shunned her oldest son. However, she experienced a mysterious dream that strength-
ened her hope for Augustine's soul, in which a messenger assured her: “Your son is with you.” After this experience, which took 
place around 377, she allowed him back into her home, and continued to beg God for his conversion. 

But this would not take place for another nine years. In the meantime, Monica sought the advice of local clergy, wondering what 
they might do to persuade her son away from the Manichean heresy. One bishop, who had once belonged to that sect himself, 
assured Monica that it was “impossible that the son of such tears should perish.” 

These tears and prayers intensified when Augustine, at age 29, abandoned Monica without warning as she passed the night 
praying in a chapel. Without saying goodbye to his mother, Augustine boarded a ship bound for Rome. Yet even this painful 
event would serve God's greater purpose, as Augustine left to become a teacher in the place where he was destined to become 
a Catholic. 

Under the influence of the bishop St. Ambrose of Milan, Augustine renounced the teaching of the Manichees around 384. Monica 
followed her son to Milan, and drew encouragement from her son's growing interest in the saintly bishop's preaching. After three 
years of struggle against his own desires and perplexities, Augustine succumbed to God's grace and was baptized in 387. 

Shortly before her death, Monica shared a profound mystical experience of God with Augustine, who chronicled the event in his 
“Confessions.” Finally, she told him: “Son, for myself I have no longer any pleasure in anything in this life. Now that my hopes in 
this world are satisfied, I do not know what more I want here or why I am here.” 

“The only thing I ask of you both,” she told Augustine and his brother Nagivius, “is that you make remembrance of me at the altar 
of the Lord wherever you are.” 

St. Monica died at age 56, in the year 387. In modern times, she has become the inspiration for the St. Monica Sodality, which 

encourages prayer and penance among Catholics whose children have left the faith.  (from Catholic News Agency) 
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So strengthen your drooping hands and your weak knees. (Heb 
12:12) 
 
Anything worth having is worth working for. We all know this. 
We've all had the experience of working hard for something and 
enjoying it all the more because we worked for it. This applies to 
the spiritual life, too.  
 

In the first reading this weekend, we see the breadth of God’s 
invitation: the Kingdom truly is for everyone: all peoples and 
nations. The Gospel, though, warns us that the gate to the King-
dom is narrow, takes great effort to enter, and is not open forever. 
The second reading gives us the key to the way through: disci-
pline.  
 

I have a spiritual friend. We talk about discipline a lot, which 
we've noticed affects our lives in many areas. We listen to each 
other, encourage each other, and laugh ruefully with each other 
when we recognize, belatedly, yet another area where discipline 
is the way through. 
 

Discipline means teaching or training, not punishment. It involves 
suffering in the near term for a better result in the future. And it 
is, as we all know deep down, inescapable. No pain, no gain. No 
suffering, no glory. No cross, no heaven.  
 

It's tempting to put discipline off into the future. We've all prom-
ised ourselves to start something difficult tomorrow. But recall 
from the Gospel that the narrow gate is not open forever. We 
don't know the day or the hour, and we don't get to know. That's 
why we must be ready, because this very night our lives could be 
required of us. 
 

“Jesus loves me as I am.” Well, yes, He certainly does. But He 
also knows what each of us can be, and He loves that, too. He 
calls each of us to be the best version of ourselves, as Matthew 
Kelly puts it. So how do we get ready? How do we become the 
best versions of ourselves? Discipline. 
 

Discipline is hard and many forces are against us. Food is engi-
neered to keep us consuming it. Apps on our phones are designed 
to keep us looking at them. The only way out is Christ. How 
many stories have we heard in the gospels where people were 
suffering for years or from birth? They approached Christ and 
were healed.  We need to take our struggles to Christ. He might 
take them away. He might give us the grace to live with them, 
like St. Paul. But either way, we will not be alone and defenseless 
against the powers of darkness. 
 

If we can accept the sufferings and pain God gives us in this life 
and use them to grow in faith and closer to God, we can enter 
through the narrow gate and be with Jesus forever.  Jesus says 
that His yoke is easy and His burden light. He also says the way 
is difficult and involves the Cross. We are not left on our own to 
struggle. If we ask Jesus for help, He will help. If we take the 
smallest step, Jesus is there to help with the rest. 
 
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion; he ran to him and put his arms around him and 
kissed him. (Lk 15:20) 
 

Julie MacAller Hickey 
https://viewfromthepew.substack.com/ 

 

TEND to the SPIRITUAL 

If a loved one is in need of the Sacrament of the 
Sick, call or email the Parish Office at 508-255-0170  
or email us at rectory@joanarc.org.    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CAPE COD HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN’S OFFICE 
 

     The Pastoral Care Office at Cape Cod Hospital en-
courages parishioners to call the Chaplain’s Office if 
they or a loved one are in the hospital.  Although 
one’s desire for pastoral care is recorded at admis-
sions, occasionally data entry mistakes do happen.  
The Chaplain tries to visit every Catholic patient with-
in 24 hours on the weekdays and within 48 hours on 
the weekend.   

     If you would like Communion brought to you or a 
loved one and have not seen someone from the 
Chaplain’s Office, please call 508-862-5287 and ask 
the hospital operator to connect you to Pastoral 
Care.  Sacraments can only be given to the living, so 
call the Chaplain as soon as possible!   

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 

Loving God, you call all who believe in you 

to grow perfect in love by following in the footsteps 

of Christ your Son. 

Call from among us more men and women 

who will serve you as religious. 

By their way of life, may they provide a convincing sign 

of your Kingdom for the Church and the whole world. 

We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

 

Gracious and loving God, help the 

men and women of our parish to hear the 

call to serve in the Diocese of Fall River. 

Our needs are great and our people 

thirst for your presence. 

 

Open the hearts of many, raise up 

faithful servants of the Gospel, dedicated, 

holy priests, sisters, brothers and deacons, 

who will spend themselves for your people and their needs. 

 

Bless those who are serving now 

with courage and perseverance. 

Grant that many will be inspired by their 

example and faith. 

 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Doorways 
 
Imagine a door in your life. Perhaps you can visualize the front door to your home – an entry-way of warmth and welcome; or a 
huge gateway that opens to the entrance of a college – a point of transition from childhood to adulthood. Or imagine the door-
way of an airplane whisking you off to some exotic vacation destination. Whatever the imagined door, we have some perception 
of it as a liminal space. The word limen means threshold. In a literal sense it refers to the timber or stone that lies under a door. 
This space between inside and outside is a transitional space. It marks the boundary between ‘worlds’ – the space where imagi-
nation plays with where we are now and who we may become. 

We all hope that the doorways in our lives are wide and welcoming passageways. We don’t like having to squeeze through some 
difficult gateway like loss, or disappointment, or struggle. We want to coast through the big, broad entranceways. We prefer the 
gate of self-service – rather than the portal of other-service. We are attracted to the gate of power and influence, instead of the 
one marked self-surrender. We like the gate of ease and comfort, rather than hardship. 

And that’s exactly why the door referenced in Scripture is narrow. Few choose it! Our egos are too big to fit through this pas-
sageway comfortably. We are perhaps, uncomfortably reminded of this in the readings today: The Prophet Isaiah points out that 
God’s ways are certainly above and far beyond our ways; Jesus asks us to enter a kingdom that, from our perspective, seems out-
of-reach and unattainable! We are asked, not to just imagine, but to create a world in which all are really one – a world in which 
the last are indeed, first. We are to strive to create a world in which we are fully conscious of being infinitely loved by a God who 
pursues us and tenderly welcomes us into an intimate and life-giving relationship. This is a gateway defined by love. This is a 
“tough” love that transforms our ‘small’ selves and challenges us to walk with respect and in solidarity with our fellow humans 
and all of creation. 

The narrow gate is often not our first choice, but as followers of Jesus we trust that choosing to cross this threshold will not only 
lead us to joy, but that the journey itself is joy. So let’s not hesitate to enter the liminal space together. May we strive to “be 
compassionate as our heavenly Father is compassionate”; endeavor to “forgive seventy times seven”; and attempt to feed and 
shelter the “least among us” knowing that this is Jesus. To enter through the narrow gate is, not only to follow Jesus – but to be 
Jesus’ hands and feet; mind and heart in a world desperate for kindness and care. May the narrow door be our entrance of 
choice!  

                                                   
           Judy Burt Walker, Director 
                                         Faith Formation 

                  Faith Formation 

 

We hope that you 
are enjoying the 
Cape Cod Summer. 
May you be filled 
with Peace and 
Blessings!  

Look for registra-
tion toward the be-

ginning of September. Meanwhile, if you are 
new to the Parish or have questions concerning 
the Faith Formation Program, please call 508-
255-1257 and leave a message, or send an 
email to religed@joanarc.org.  We would be 
happy to hear from you. 

RCIA 
Have you or has anyone close to you ever given 

thought to becoming a Catholic Christian? With a new 
liturgical year upon us, now is a good time for inquiry. 
RCIA is a small, faith-sharing community that helps an-
swer such questions and provides a vehicle for becom-
ing a baptized Catholic adult or being confirmed in the 
Church. Call Father Steve at 508-255-0170 for further 
information. 

 

 

 


