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Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time                           

Thank you for your continued and                                               

generous support of our parish. 

 

Oct. 30 - Regular Collection— $ 6,243 

 

We thank you for your contributions to the All Saints’ 

Day Collection, which benefits the St. Vincent de Paul 

Society, and the All Souls’ Day Collection, which bene-

fits our Parish.  The totals for these collections will be 

posted in next week’s bulletin. 

 

 

Please call the Parish Office if you 

would like to sponsor the               

Tabernacle Candle                                                              

in memory or honor of a loved one.  

    The Rosary   

Join us as we pray the Rosary                   

every  Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat.                                    

after the 8:00 am Mass                                                      

  and on Thursday at 4:30 pm                                                                  
   before the 5:00 pm Mass. 

                    PARISH INFORMATION 

   

Fr. Steven Booth, Administrator, frbooth@joanarc.org 
Deacon Norman F. McEnaney 
Julie MacAller Hickey, Dir. of Faith Formation 
Art McManus, Director of Music 
Lisa Scapellati, Office Manager 
Alec Stansell, Facilities Manager 
Mass schedule: 
   Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm 
   Sunday: 8:00 am & 10:00 am 
   Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat:  8:00 am 
   Thurs: 5:00 pm 
Confession schedule: 
    Tuesday: 8:30 am 
    Thursday: 4:00 pm 
    Saturday: 4:00 – 4:45 pm, or by appointment  
Eucharistic Adoration - every Friday:  9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Baptisms—by appointment                                                      
Marriage—arrangements 8 to 12 months in advance 
Parish Office Hours: Mon.- Fri.:  9:00 am –3:00 pm     
Website: www.joanarc.org 

Parish email: rectory@joanarc.org 
Parish Office tel: 508-255-0170; fax: 508-240-6741 
Faith Formation email: religed@joanarc.org 
Faith Formation tel: 508-255-1257 
 

  

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

                           November 6—November 13 

    Sat. November 5   32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (G) 
  5:00 pm   Our Parish Family 
    Sun. November 6   32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (G) 
   8:00 am   Elizabeth Bell    
  10:00 am   Pat Cosgrove 
    Mon.   November 7   Feria (G) 
   8:00 am   Joseph and Louise Mulligan 
    Tues. November 8    Feria (G) 
  8:00 am   Walter Paroby 
    Wed. November 9   Dedication of the Lateran Basilica (W) 
   8:00 am   Paul Clifford 
 Thurs. November 10   St. Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor of the 

    Church (W) 
    5:00 pm   Priest’s Intentions 
 Fri. November 11     Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop  (W) 
  8:00 am   Angela Pelrine Sulka 
    Sat. November 12   Blessed Virgin Mary (W) 
  8:00 am   Weston Monks 
    Sat. November 12   32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (G) 
  5:00 pm   Bradley Family 
  Sun. November 13   32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (G) 
  8:00 am   Joe Plati 
  10:00 am   Our Parish Family 

PRAY FOR OUR ACTIVE DUTY SERVICE 

MEN AND WOMEN  Devon Manchester, 

Sinead McGorman, Colin Bracken, Michael 

Bracken, Pat Curry, Matthew Blair, Nicholas 

Blair 

 

PRAY FOR THE ILL OF THE PARISH  Bill Hannon, Ad-

die Priess, Diane Roy, Julianne Sullivan, Evelyn Mullen, 

Joyce Smith, Ann Marie Girardi, Pat Mangan, Mary 

Butler, Marguerite Forren 

 

PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED                               

MEMBERS  OF OUR PARISH FAMILY   
 

 

The Eucharist for the Homebound 

If you know of someone who is homebound or 
in one of our local nursing homes and who 
would like to receive the Eucharist, please call 
the Parish Office at 508-255-0170 or email the 
office at rectory@joanarc.org. 

     

mailto:rectory@joanarc.org
mailto:religed@joanarc.org
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November 6, 2022 

 

NOTES from FATHER STEVE….. 
 

 

Veterans Day: Last year, I received a great gift. It was a Christ-
mas/prayer card issued by General George S. Patton to the third 
army serving in Europe during WWII. After his Christmas wishes 
Gen. Patton states, “I have full confidence in your courage, devo-
tion to duty, and skill in battle. We march in our might to com-
plete victory.” As Christians, we do march to complete victory, 
and every Veterans Day is a time to fill our hearts and prayers 
with gratitude for the brave men and women who have put, and 
continue to put, their time, talent, and even lives on the line in 
order to defend our country and its founding principles, “all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and 
the pursuit of Happiness.” A heartfelt thank you to all our veterans 
and those currently serving. Let Patton’s prayer be our prayer as 
we hold them in our hearts and minds with gratitude. “Almighty 
and most merciful Father, we humbly beseech thee, of the great 
goodness, to restrain these immoderate rains with which we have 
had to contend. Grant us fair weather for Battle. Graciously heark-
en to us as soldiers who call upon Thee that armed with Thy pow-
er, we may advance from victory to victory, and establish Thy 
justice among men and nations. Amen.” May we all advance to 
heaven and union with God, that final and lasting victory!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not so easily: I’m happy to announce that both our bishop and the 
archbishop of the military have agreed to keep me here for anoth-
er year. Looks like you can’t get rid of me so easily! That Salt 
Life is getting in my blood… But in all seriousness, I’ve grown 
quite fond of our parish and I’m looking forward to continuing 
God’s work with you and for you. St. Joan of Arc, Pray for us!  
 
 

Parish Synodal Report: Sun., Nov. 13, following the 10AM 
Mass, our parish ambassadors, Martin and Kathy Culik, will be 
hosting a parish update. I will be there to give a little state of the 
parish address and answer questions about our parish report. 
Please join us for this presentation and time of discussion.   

Readings for the 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time             

 

1st Reading               2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14 

Responsorial Psalm   Psalm 145      

2nd Reading       2 Thes 2:16-3:5                  

Gospel    Luke 20:27-38                 

 

“Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be full .”  

           MASS and CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
 

   Daily Mass:  Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., & Sat. at 8 am, 
            Thursday at 5 pm.  

 

   Weekend Masses:   Saturday Vigil: 5 pm  
                       Sunday: 8 am & 10 am 
 

   Confession:   Tuesday at 8:30 am, Thursday at 4 pm, 
             and Saturday at 4 pm 

             Or by appointment - call the Parish Office      
             @ 508-255-0170. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JOIN US  
for the                                                                               

NATIONAL MARCH for LIFE 

January 20, 2023 
  

                                 God alone is the Lord of life                                                      

        from its beginning until its end: no one can                        

      under any circumstance claim for himself the      

  right directly to destroy an innocent human being.                                                                                        
        (Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 2258)  
 

Pro-Lifers from the Lower Cape parishes will head to Wash-
ington D.C. on the Cape Cod Bus for Life to participate in 
the National March for Life on January 20.  
 
Space is limited so registrations will be accepted on a first-
come, first-serve basis! Registration forms are available now 
in the Parish Office and on Monday and Tuesday evenings, 
starting November 14, in the Faith Formation Office. 
 

The bus will depart from the Cape on January 19 and will 
return on January 21. We will aim to attend the Vigil Mass 
for Life at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immac-
ulate Conception on Jan. 19. The Most Reverend William E. 
Lori, Archbishop of Baltimore and Chairman for the 
USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities, will be the prin-
cipal celebrant and homilist. 
 
The trip cost is $300/person and includes round-trip trans-
portation and 2-nights accommodations (double occupancy) 
at the Hampton Inn in D.C. The SJA Respect Life Ministry 
will provide financial aid for high school students in need 
of financial assistance.  Please call the Parish Office for 
more information. 



Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                           

DEDICATION of the LATERAN BASILICA—November 9 

The Basilica of Saint John Lateran is one of the most important churches in the whole of Rome, not least because it is the seat of 
the Bishop of Rome (which is the Pope). It’s a religious building of much prominence, being the oldest and highest ranking of all 
major Papal basilicas. It’s also the oldest public church in the city, as well as the oldest basilica in the Western World. 

But this storied basilica didn’t start out as a Christian church. In fact, it was built over what were the remains of the Castra Nova 
Equitum Singularium – the New Fort of the Roman Imperial Cavalry Bodyguards. The fort was created in 193 AD by Emperor 
Septimus Severus, and was connected to the Lateran Palace, an older structure used by high ranking civil servants called laterani 
since the 4th century BC. 

The fort was demolished and the bodyguard abolished following the pivotal Battle of Milvian Bridge in 312 AD, which saw Em-
peror Constantine victorious over his rival Maxentius. The remains of the fort are still seen in the church today. 

The Lateran Palace and its lands fell into the hands of Emperor Constantine – but not for long, as Constantine soon gifted the pal-
ace to the Bishop of Rome, Sylvester I (he became the bishop in 314 AD). In 324 AD, part of the palace was extended and was 
converted by Sylvester I, both for use as the residence of the Bishop of Rome and as a public place of worship. 

Fast-forward a few hundred years, and the basilica had cemented its position as the Mother Church of the Western Christian world. 
In fact, a plaque on the main entrance to the church states: “Most Holy Lateran Church, Mother and Head of all the Churches in the 
City and the World.” 

By the 12th century, it was claimed by the canons of the Lateran that the 
high altar in the basilica actually protected the Arc of the Covenant, as well 
as other holy objects from Jerusalem. The basilica therefore had the creden-
tials to rebrand as the Temple of the New Covenant. 

On moving the Papal seat to Avignon, the Lateran Palace and the basilica 
deteriorated during the 14th century. Fires ripped through both buildings, 
causing much damage. Although money was sent to pay for maintenance 
and reconstruction, they had lost much of their former luster. 

There were many renovation attempts on the Lateran Palace and Saint John 
in the Lateran over the years, notably by Pope Sixtus V, and later Pope 
Innocent X, who commissioned architect and artist Francesco Borromini to 
renovate the interiors. Pope Clement XII launched a competition for de-
signing the new facade for the Basilica of Saint John Lateran. The winner 
was Alessandro Galilei, who created the Baroque facade as it is seen today; 
this was completed in 1735. 

Inside the basilica is a world of ornate decorations, gilded altarpieces and a number of paintings and statues for visitors to admire. 
Even outside the basilica, there are sights to be seen. Given the sheer number of things to check out here, it helps to have at least a 
little bit of understanding behind it all. Here are some highlights to look out for. 

Statues of the Apostles - One of the most striking parts of the Basilica of Saint John Lateran are the statues of the Apostles. These 
sit within niches that were created by Borromini, but which were never filled and left empty for decades. A commission was 
opened in 1702 by Pope Clement XI and Cardinal Benedetto Pamphilj for the creation of 12 large sculptures of the Apostles; these 
had to follow sketches done by the Pope’s favorite artist of the time, Carlo Moratta.  The sculptors chosen are considered to be the 
best in their profession during the Baroque era. They range from French artist Pierre-Etienne Monnot to Camillo Rusconi, with 
seven artists in total displaying intricate, true-to-life craftsmanship with each saintly depiction. 

Papal tombs - Although St Peter’s Basilica is the final resting place of many former Popes, the Basilica of Saint John Lateran also 
plays host to tombs of past Popes. In total, there are six. There were formerly 12 additional tombs, but these were sadly destroyed 
during the fires of the 14th century.  The six tombs that remain are for the following popes: Alexander III, Clement XII, Innocent 
III, Leo XIII, Martin V, Sergius IV. These centuries-old final resting places are beautifully crafted and works of art in themselves. 

Baptistery - Not situated within the basilica, but located next door, the octagonal baptistery was originally founded in 440 AD by 
Pope Sixtus III (however it is thought to be built on a much older foundation). Amazingly, it was the only baptistery located within 
Rome for centuries. 

The eye-catching octagonal structure is centered on an octagonal basin where people can be fully immersed in baptism. This design 
became a model for baptismal fonts throughout Italy. After the plain brick exterior, the interior feels extra elaborate. For one thing, 
look up: you can see a grand fresco telling the story of the Battle of Milvian Bridge. 

Scala Sancta - The Scala Sancta (literally “Holy Stairs”) is located across the piazza from the basilica. According to Catholic tradi-
tion, these stairs – a total of 28 white marble steps – are themselves holy relics. They were allegedly taken from the praetorium of 
Pontius Pilate, and were climbed by Jesus Christ himself on the way to his trial. 

It’s said that they were brought to Rome in the 4th century by Saint Helena, the mother of Emperor Constantine. In 1589, Pope 
Sixtus V moved the Holy Stairs to their current location. Since the early 1700s, the marble staircase has been encased in wood, so 
to protect it – it was briefly exposed in 2019.  Because of their importance in Christianity, the stairs themselves have attracted many 
pilgrims, some of whom crawl up them.  A Guide To St. John In The Lateran: 7 Best Things To See (strictlyrome.com)  

 

https://strictlyrome.com/st-john-in-the-lateran-basilica-rome-guide/
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 Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Events 
 

The HOLY ROSARY— pray the Rosary with us immediately following the 8:00 am Mass on Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri., and Sat. and 
on Thursdays at 4:30 pm just before the 5:00 pm Mass 
 

ADORATION - Every Friday - 9:00 am—5:00 pm.  Come spend time with Our Lord.  He awaits your visit!                                 
 

Sunday, November 6—Knights of Columbus Parish Pancake Breakfast after the 8:00 and 10:00 am Masses 
 

Monday, November 7 - 10:00 am—Kenya Konnection Committee Meeting in the Parish Hall 
 

Tuesday, November 8  - 11:30 am—St. Joan of Arc Guild Lunch at Hidden Cove at Cape Cod Regional Technical High School 
 
 

Wednesday, November 9— 8:45 am—“Be Still” meditation and silent prayer with Judy Burt Walker—in Chapel 
 

Friday, November 11—VETERANS’ DAY  - Parish Office closed. 
 
 

Saturday/Sunday—November 12/13— Knights of Columbus Coat Drive 
 
 

Wednesday, November 23—Parish Office closes at noon. 
 

Thursday and Friday, November 24 and 25—THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY—Parish Office closed. 
 

Mark your calendars for our….. 
ADVENT REFLECTION  - with Father Andrew Johnson—Mondays during Advent at 3:00 pm — Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, and 19 

 

Ministry Meetings 
 

Knights of Columbus - meets 2nd Wednesday of every month @ 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall  
 

St. Vincent de Paul Board - meets after the 8:00 am Mass in the Parish Hall the 2nd Friday of every month except February, 
March & August. 
 

Social Justice Committee - will be meeting on ZOOM at this time. Please contact  Jane Macfee  at  janecape09@comcast.net  to receive the 

Zoom time and link.  

             

Our upcoming Calendar of 2nd Collections… 
 

November 13 – Harvest Sunday 
November 20 – Campaign for Human Development 
December 4—Christmas Flowers 
December 8—Immaculate Conception 
December 11—Support our Retired Religious 
December 18—Harvest Sunday 
December 25—Christmas 

 

We thank you for your very generous support of our regular Parish 
collections, your continued support of our Parish ministries, and 
your ongoing support of our Diocesan collections.  God bless you all! 

Coat Collection:  
 

During weekend Masses on November 12 and 13, the Knights of Columbus will be collecting lightly used coats, hats, mittens and 
gloves for the annual Coat Collection.  These items can be brought to the Parish Center before or after the weekend Masses.  Mass 
Appeal in Wellfleet will be distributing these items to our friends and neighbors on the Outer Cape.  Gently used items for adults 
and especially children are needed.  Please consider donating coats, hats, mittens and gloves for this charitable effort and thank you 
in advance for your generosity and support. 

“A Magnificent Abundance of Peoples and Cultures” will 
be the theme of this year’s Thanksgiving Service of the 
Nauset Interfaith Association (NIA). All are welcome to 
attend on Sun., Nov. 20, 2 pm at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, 310 Route 137, Harwich. 
 

Planned by the Refugee Support Team of NIA, the ser-
vice will highlight the blessings of both harvest and peo-
ples - indigenous and immigrant - that make up our na-
tion. The NIA is a volunteer association of clergy and lay 
leaders of 24 member congregations on lower and outer 
Cape Cod. The program will also be livestreamed at 
http://youtu.be/nQfVqiQEDSk.  

mailto:janecape09@comcast.net
http://youtu.be/nQfVqiQEDSk
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 November 6, 2022 

 

“With the Sign of the Cross, I shall more certainly break 
through the ranks of the enemy                                                 

than if armed with shield and sword.” 
 

St. Martin of Tours—Memorial—November 11 
 

St. Martin, called "the glory of Gaul," was born about the year 
316 of pagan parents in Sabaria, Upper Pannonia, a province 
comprising northern Yugoslavia and western Hungary. His 
father was an officer in the Roman army who had risen from 
the ranks. While Martin was still a child, his father was trans-
ferred to a new station in Pavia, north Italy. Here the boy 
learned of Christianity, felt drawn to it, and became a cate-
chumen. As the son of a veteran, at the age of fifteen he was 
required to begin service in the army. Though never shirking 
his military duty, he is said to have lived more like a monk 
than a soldier. 

Young Martin was stationed at Amiens, in Gaul, when the 
incident occurred which tradition and art have rendered so 
famous. As he rode towards the town one winter day, he no-
ticed near the gates a poor man, thinly clad, shivering with 
cold, and begging alms. Martin saw that none who passed 
stopped to help the miserable fellow. He had nothing with 
him but the clothes he wore, but, drawing his sword from its 
scabbard, he cut his great woolen cloak in two pieces, gave 
one half to the beggar, and wrapped himself in the other. The 
following night, the story continues, Martin in his sleep saw 
Jesus Christ, surrounded by angels, and dressed in the half of 
the cloak he had given away. A voice bade him look at it well 
and say whether he knew it. He then heard Jesus say to the 
angels, "Martin, as yet only a catechumen, has covered me 
with his cloak." Sulpicius Severus, the saint's friend and biog-
rapher, says that as a consequence of this vision Martin "flew 
to be baptized." 
 

Many miracles were attributed to him. About the year 371, 
Lidorius, bishop of Tours, died, and the people demanded 
Martin in his place. Martin was so reluctant to accept the 
office that they resorted to stratagem and called him to the 
city to give his blessing to a sick person, then forcibly con-
veyed him to the church. When neighboring bishops were 
summoned to confirm this choice, they thought the monk's 
poor and unkempt appearance proved him unfit for the 
office, but they were overruled by the acclamations of the 
local clergy and the people. Even as a bishop, Martin lived an 
austere life. Unable to endure the constant interruptions, he 
retired from Tours to a retreat that was later to become the 
famous abbey of Marmoutier.  

 

Martin's piety and preaching resulted in the decline of pagan-
ism in that part of Gaul. He destroyed temples and felled 
trees which the heathen held sacred. Once when he had de-
molished a certain temple, he proceeded to the cutting down 
of a pine tree that stood near. The chief priest and other pa-
gans there offered to cut it down themselves, on condition  

 

that he who 
trusted so 
strongly in his 
God would 
stand under it 
wherever they 
would place 
him. The bish-
op agreed and 
allowed him-
self to be tied 
and placed on 
the side to-
wards which 
the tree was 
leaning. Just as it seemed about to fall on him, he made the sign 
of the cross, at which the tree fell in the other direction. Anoth-
er time, as he was pulling down a temple in the vicinity of Au-
tun, a crowd of pagans fell on him in fury, one brandishing a 
sword. Martin stood and bared his breast, at sight of which the 
armed man fell backwards, and in terror begged forgiveness. 
These marvels are narrated by Sulpicius Severus, who also de-
scribes various revelations and visions with which Martin was 
favored.  

Martin had premonitions of his approaching death and predict-
ed it to his disciples, who besought him not to leave them. 
"Lord," he prayed, "if Thy people still need me, I will not draw 
back from the work. Thy will be done." When his final sickness 
came upon him, he was at Candes, in a remote part of his dio-
cese. The monks entreated him to allow them at least to put a 
sheet under him and make his last hours comfortable. "It be-
comes not a Christian," said Martin, "to die otherwise than up-
on ashes. I shall have sinned if I leave you any other example." 
He lay with eyes and hands raised to Heaven, until the brothers 
begged him to turn on one side to rest his body a little. "Allow 
me, my brethren," he answered, "to look towards Heaven ra-
ther than to earth, that my soul may be ready to take its flight 
to the Lord." 

On November 8 he died, and three days later was buried at 
Tours. Two thousand monks and nuns gathered for his funeral. 
His successor built a chapel over his grave, which was replaced 
by a fine basilica. A still later church on this site was destroyed 
during the French Revolution, but a modern one has since been 
built there. Throughout the Middle Ages, the knightly Martin, 
who shared his cloak with a beggar, was the subject of innumer-
able anecdotes, which expressed the love and veneration of the 
people. His tomb became a national shrine in France, of which 
country he is patron saint, and one of the most popular pilgrim-
age places of Europe. Many churches in France and elsewhere 
have been dedicated to him. His emblems are a tree, armor, a 
cloak, and a beggar.                      St. Martin of Tours | EWTN  

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/saints/martin-of-tours-689


- 7 

 November 6, 2022                                                                   

     
 

       
What does the Resurrection of the Body mean? 

                           
                                      ...I look forward to the resurrection of the dead (Nicene Creed) 

 

I believe in...the resurrection of the body (Apostles' Creed) 
 

Have you ever wondered what exactly we are professing on Sundays when we say that we look forward to the resurrection of the 
dead, or when we pray the Rosary and say that we believe in the resurrection of the body? That statement is in both the Nicene 
Creed and the Apostles' Creed, so it must be important. But what does it really mean? 
 
First, are we talking about the same thing? By resurrection of the dead, do we mean the same thing as the resurrection of the body? 
Yes. The Apostles’ Creed, which the Catechism tells us is “the oldest Roman catechism” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 196) 
uses the phrase “resurrection of the body.” The Nicene Creed, which was developed at the Council of Constantinople in 381, 
changed the term to “resurrection of the dead.” They point to the same doctrine, formally defined at the Fourth Lateran                   
Council in 1215: 

The only-begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ, who will come at the end of time to judge the living and the dead 
and to reward all according to their deeds, both the reprobate and the elect,                                                                

all of whom will rise with their own proper bodies which they now bear,                                                                      
so that they may receive according to their deeds, whether good or evil. 

 

Our belief in the resurrection of the body is older than that. It “has been an essential element of the Christian faith from its begin-
nings.” (Catechism, 991). As Saint Paul tells the Corinthians: 

 

How can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, 
then Christ has not been raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is 
in vain. ... But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.            

(1 Corinthians 15:12-14)          

 

And we know from Scripture that belief in the resurrection of the dead, though not universally accepted, was common before Jesus 
was born. For example, consider today’s first reading. The witness of the family shows that they believed: “the King of the world 
will raise us up to live again forever. It is for his laws that we are dying.” (2 Maccabees 7:9) And in today’s Gospel, when the           
Sadducees confront Jesus, we’re told that they are “those who deny that there is a resurrection.” (Luke 20:27). The Sadducees also  
believed that the only valid Scriptures were the Torah--what we know as the first five books of the Bible. In the Gospel, Jesus        
answers their question by quoting the book of Exodus--one of the first five--and pointing out that God is the God of the living, not 
the dead. (Peter Kreeft, Food for the Soul: Reflections on the Mass Reading: Cycle C, Word on Fire, Park Ridge, IL, pp. 634-636) 
 
However, there is no getting around the idea that belief in the resurrection, especially of our own bodies, is difficult. It always has 
been. 

From the beginning, Christian faith in the resurrection has met with incomprehension and opposition. “On 
no point does the Christian faith encounter more opposition than on the resurrection of the body.” (St. Au-
gustine) It is very commonly accepted that the life of the human person continues in a spiritual fashion after 

death. But how can we believe that this body, so clearly mortal, could rise to everlasting life?                   
(Catechism, 996) 

 
It's especially difficult now, when science has been able to learn so much about our bodies and how they function. We are indeed 
fearfully and wonderfully made. But good scientists know their limits. The resurrection is a doctrine of faith. Our natural reason 
tells us it's impossible. Our faith, buttressed by Scripture and tradition, tells us otherwise. 

Julie MacAller Hickey 
Faith Formation Director 


