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CHRIST IS IN OUR MIDST” / “HE IS AND EVER SHALL BE”
THE COMMUNION PRAYER
I believe, O Lord, and I confess, that thou art truly the Christ, the Son of the Living God, who didst
come into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. And I believe that this is truly Thine own
immaculate Body, and that this is truly Thine own precious Blood. Wherefore, I pray Thee, have
mercy upon me and forgive my transgressions, both voluntary and involuntary, of word and of deed,
of knowledge and of ignorance; and make me worthy to partake without condemnation of Thine
immaculate Mysteries, unto remission of my sins unto life everlasting. Amen. Of Thy Mystic Supper,
O Son of God, accept me today as a communicant; for I will not speak of Thy Mystery to Thine
enemies, neither will I give Thee a kiss as did Judas; but like the thief, will I confess Thee;
Remember me; O Lord in Thy Kingdom. Neither unto judgment nor unto condemnation, be my
partaking of Thy Holy Mysteries, O Lord, but unto the healing of soul and body.

he Holy Bread Of Oblation for Today’s Divine Liturgy is offered by:







Alice Elias & Family in memory of Norman Sr. and George Elias (9 Days)
the Trisagion following Divine Liturgy
David & Mary Pilversack on the occasion of their 47th wedding
anniversary
Carl Massouh for the health of his family
Atef & Teresa Haddad and Family
Olga Yogmour
Walid & Victoria Qaqish Family

Holy Remembrances are offered for the health of: Christian Simon,
Margaux Yerian, Frank & Gladys Chirakos, Edmund & Geri Farris, Dawn Shaheen,
Bob & Flo Howell, Shaun Curley, Myrna Kalail, Violet & David Carey, Mary Lou
Simon, Jan Kattouf, Wafiga Zawahri Family, Romeo Jajju, Regina Salloum, Karen
Horattas and Mike Shuman Shawns
(Quiet prayer at the altar) Holy Remembrances at the Table of Oblation for the health of
Samar Jabbour, Fadia Albanna, Bonnie Dallas, Carl Massouh, Elie Eid, Deacon Joe Harb
Family, Helen Dadas, Freda Corbin, Ethan Wernecke, Mary Smolinski, George &
Georgette Zabaneh Family, Paul Megois, Richard Morrow, Marsha Lindsay, Dick Simon,
Tony Jaber, Celia Kulmala, Sophia Britton, Kristen Sage, David Pilversack, Elie Asmar,
Daisy Salem, Jihan & Hamodeh Albanna, Atty. George Mallo, Rachel D’Fantis, Madeleine
Khoueiry, Kelsey Thompson, Sandra Shofani, Maroun Benchi, Peter George, Landon
Skidmore, Matthew Hallowell, Dusan Bogunovich, Tina Gmerek, John Bourjaily, Larry
Ciavarella, Josephine Katzbach, Becky Burtoff, Brianne Dishong, Dr. Richard Esper, Neda
Zawahri Serhan, Amanda Hagger, Pat Magette, Jordan Miller, Wilma Seely, Doug
Simmons, John Stevens, Johnny Bennett Stevens, Kory Wiita, Mildred Halamay, Norma
Kakish, Botros Kerro, Elia Shoufani, John Mashni, Helen Zimmerman, Kathy Curley,
Jerrie Elias, Issam Halasa, Sadie Kannam, Carl Moore, Habouba Rahbani, Greg Kattouf,
Jamileh Hilaneh, Edward L. Collins, Wagdi Anton, Antoine Aramouni, Gerald Hanna,
John Simon, Jackie Wilson, Ralph & Rosalie Yerian, Vincent & Eleanor Alexander,
Antoinette Jabbour, June Denios, Isaac & Gamalat Gaid, Ghassan & Mona Ashkar

Holy Remembrances are offered for the Repose of the Souls of :
Chaker Debs, Hannah Kakish, George Ostich, Nathme Al-Smeirat, Joseph Rizk, Norman
Elias Sr. and George Elias

APOLYTIKION OF PENTECOST(BEFORE AND AFTER) IN TONE EIGHT
Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast revealed the fishermen as most wise, having sent upon
them the Holy Spirit, and through them Thou hast fished the universe, O Lover of mankind, glory to
Thee

ENTRANCE HYMN
Be Thou exalted, O Lord, in Thy strength; we shall praise and sing of Thy mighty acts. Save us, O
Good Comforter, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
KONTAKION OF PENTECOST IN TONE EIGHT
When the High One descended, confusing tongues, He divided the nations. And when He
distributed the fiery tongues He called all to one unity. Wherefore, in unison we glorify the most
Holy Spirit.

MAY DONATIONS
BUILDING FUND
$25
Robert & Marion Nemer for the health of Martha Salem and her sister
NEEDY FUND:
$250
UBS-Donor Christopher & Cynthia Vasiloff in memory of Helen Vasiloff
$200
Ghassan & Mona Ashkar
CHURCH SUPPLIES:
$3000 Asmat & Hala Zawahri Family for the Holy Friday Epitaph

CALENDAR
Sun., May 27th



Mon., June 18th
June 20th - 24th













Fr., June 29th



th

Mon., May 28
Sun., June 3rd

Sun., June 10th
Tues., June 12th
Sun., June 17th

Feast of the Holy Pentecost (Pentecost prayer following
Divine Liturgy)
9 day Mass in memory of Norman Sr. & George Elias
Memorial Day- OFFICE CLOSED
Sunday of All Saints
Godparents Day!
1 year Memorial Service for John Jacob
All Saints of North America
Parish Council Meeting @ 7:30 PM
Father’s Day!
40 Day Memorial Service for Norman Elias Sr.
COCA picnic at Presentation of Our Lord @ 6:00PM
Diocese of Toledo & the Midwest Parish Life Conference in
Sylvania, Ohio
Peter & Paul, the Holy Apostles

THE EPISTLE
Their voice has gone out into all the earth.
The heavens declare the glory of God.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles: (2:1-11):
When the day of Pentecost had come, the Disciples were all together in one place. And
suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed
and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now there were dwelling in
Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the
multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and wondered, saying, “Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own
native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans
and Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.”

THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John: (7:37-52; 8:12):
On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If anyone
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said,
‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.’” Now this He said about the Spirit,
which those who believed in Him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had not been given,
because Jesus was not yet glorified. When they heard these words, many of the people
said, “This is really the prophet.” Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the
Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the Christ is descended
from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” So there was a
division among the people over Him. Some of them wanted to arrest Him, but no one laid
hands on Him. The officers then went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to
them, “Why did you not bring Him?” The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this
man!” The Pharisees answered them, “Are you led astray, you also? Have any of the
authorities or the Pharisees believed in Him? But this crowd, who do not know the Law,
are accursed Nicodemus, who had gone to Him before, and who was one of them, said to
them, “Does our Law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what
he does?” They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and you will see that no
prophet is to rise from Galilee.” Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the
world; he who follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” *

Sermon on the Pentecost: The Descent of the Holy Spirit
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
One God, Amen.
Today is Pentecost Sunday. That’s our Christian celebration of the birth of
the church as recounted in Acts 2.. It is a very important church feast day. But
does not receive as much attention as Christmas or Easter and we don't know
why? It is a very important church feast day because Pentecost celebrates the
very birth of our Christian Church! that means It is the day that the church is
born.
We know that Pentecost Sunday occurs 50 days after Easter and 10 days after
ascension , is when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Holy Apostles
Congratulations on the great feast of Pentecost, also called the Day of the
Holy Trinity, the descent of the Holy Spirit, or the birth of Christ’s Church! This
great feast is truly a celebration of spiritual unity of all people belonging to the
Church of Christ. As it is said in today’s Kondakion “When the Most High

descended, He blessed the tongues, dividing the nations; but when He distributed
the tongues of fire, He called all into Unity; wherefore, with one accord, we glorify
the All Holy Spirit”, when God the Father gave the apostles the fiery tongues of

the Holy Spirit, all the people were called to be united in the Church of Christ.
The Holy Spirit brought together the disciples into a single spiritual body of
Christ, and the Church was formed. On this day the Church unites believers of
all nationalities throughout the world with each other and Heaven. Everyone who
heard the preaching of the Apostles on that day heard it in their native
languages.
The Holy Spirit descended in the form of tongues of fire in order to burn all
impurity and sinfulness from the hearts of all believers. Also, the fiery flame of
the Holy Spirit reminds us that we should strive to burn with a sacrificial love for
God and people, so that our souls and hearts may shine with the light of grace.
By tongues of fire, Christ’s disciples were reborn. They began to glow from within
with the joy of the Holy Spirit. If the Apostles had not received the Holy Spirit,
and had not lived in communion with the Spirit of God, the world would never
had heard the Gospel. In order to inherit eternal life it is not enough to go to
church of Sundays and to believe in Christ. To become saints, and to overcome
the demons, it is necessary to get the power of the Holy Spirit. Christianity
without the Holy Spirit is not Orthodoxy.
What must we do in order to get the grace of the Holy Spirit?
First, our soul must be clean and free. When we are about to receive a
dear guest, we clean our house and prepare the best food. No one receives a guest

with dirty dishes littering the kitchen. The Holy Spirit must be received as the
dearest guest. It is not up to the Holy Spirit to cleanse our soul so that we can
feel good. The Lord is ready to help us, but without our participation, our soul
will not be pure. Each one of us will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
proportionately to the amount of effort we put in. To use another example, when
a container is full of liquid, nothing else can be poured into it. You must poor out
the old, wash and clean, and then you can poor something else into it. Likewise,
with the gift of the Holy Spirit, first you must cleanse your soul. It is very
complicated to do this on our own. This is why, we ask God to “cleanse us from
all impurity”, help us to become clean; and then the Holy Spirit can fill us with
grace.
Second, our soul must be whole and intact. At church and at home we must
strive to be as the Apostles were on the eve of Pentecost, be UNANIMOUS.
Liquid cannot be kept in a cracked container. It would slowly leak through the
cracks. Likewise, the grace o the Holy Spirit cannot be kept in a soul where there
is enmity and hatred. The unanimity and love, which reigned among the
Apostles, stunned people. Many people, looking at them, said “See how they love
one another” and themselves became Christians. The Apostles and early
Christians were like children. And children, even if they belong to different
nationalities and speak different languages, communicate with ease and play
with each other. Children easily learn a new language. If we become like
children, full of love and simplicity, the Holy Spirit will help us understand the
words of the Bible and the teachings of Christ, as well as learn the most perfect
and eternal language, the language of love.
How do you know a man is full of the grace of the Holy Spirit? Saint Silouan, a
twentieth century saint, said, “If a man loves his enemies – then he courts the
Holy Spirit”. Such a real spiritual person knows how to forgive an enemy, how to
tolerate injustice, and how to refrain from blasphemy and condemnation.
On this festive day, we decorate our homes and churches traditionally with
green branches of trees and flowers; this is to remind us that the feast of the Holy
Spirit is actually the feast of Eternal life. More importantly, we must strive to
embellish our hearts and souls in order to receive the power of the spirit of God.
Let us cleanse our souls through repentance and prayer, let us fill our souls with
the love of our neighbors and good deeds. Then the Holy Spirit will dwell in us.
Amen!
Fr. John

Monthly drawing was held on May 6th , the winners are:
#50
#61

Norman & Alice Elias
Colin Salhany

$200
$100

#57 Monged Zawahri
#131 Louis M. Mahshie

$50
$50

Congratulations! On the Sacrament of Holy Baptism
of Jenna Hanna, daughter of George & Rama Hanna and sister
of George Jr. and Jessica Hanna. Proud grandparents are
Wanda Hanna and Mousa & Muna Azkoul.
May God Grant Her Many Years

Congratulations! On the Sacrament of Holy Baptism
of Corlaine Juliette Mitola, daughter of Franklin & Danielle
(Elias) Mitola and sister of Garner Franklin David Mitola.
Proud grandparents are Daniel & Dr. Elaine (Esber) Elias and
Nick Mitola & Laura Reynolds.
May God Grant Her Many Years

BUILDING FUND LUNCHEON!
Thank you to Bob Snyder & Judge Kathryn Michael,
Walid Sr. & Victoria Qaqish Family, Walid Jr. & Aseel Qaqish Family
who prepared and sponsored last week’s building fund lunch.

Food was delicious and everyone had a great time!

“A hero is someone who has given his
or her life to something bigger than oneself.”
In memory of many, in honor of all.
Thank you! & Happy Memorial Day!

PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT
All Christian prayer must be prayer in the Spirit.
Orthodox Christians pray:to the Father,through Christ the Sonin the Holy Spirit.
This is true whether they know it or not.
In the Orthodox Church there is only one prayer among all the prayers of the Church that is
addressed
to the Holy Spirit. This is the prayer “O Heavenly King.” It is so important that it should be
the first prayer you say when you begin your prayers! Why? Because you must remember
that, as an
Orthodox Christian, you belong to God. The Holy Spirit dwells in you. It happened at your
Baptism
and Chrismation when you were anointed with oil (Chrism) which is the Seal of the Holy
Spirit.

O Heavenly King,
the Comforter,
the Spirit of Truth,
Who art everywhere
and fillest all things,
Treasury of Blessings
and Giver of Life,
come and abide in us,
and cleanse us
from every impurity
and save our souls,
O Good One.
Join us in honoring our
Godparents and Friends
who have made an impact on our Spiritual Journey.
Godparent Sunday

June 3, 2018

