
 

 

 

  

 

 

Sunday, January 5th, 2020 

    (Transfer of the Holy Theophany Service) 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

CHRIST IS IN OUR MIDST” / “HE IS AND EVER SHALL BE” 

THE COMMUNION PRAYER 
I believe, O Lord, and I confess, that thou art truly the Christ, the Son of the Living God, who 

didst come into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. And I believe that this is truly 

Thine own immaculate Body, and that this is truly Thine own precious Blood. Wherefore, I 

pray Thee, have mercy upon me and forgive my transgressions, both voluntary and 

involuntary, of word and of deed, of knowledge and of ignorance; and make me worthy to 

partake without condemnation of Thine immaculate Mysteries, unto remission of my sins unto 

life everlasting. Amen. Of Thy Mystic Supper, O Son of God, accept me today as a 

communicant; for I will not speak of Thy Mystery to Thine enemies, neither will I give Thee a 

kiss as did Judas; but like the thief, will I confess Thee; Remember me; O Lord in Thy 

Kingdom. Neither unto judgment nor unto condemnation, be my partaking of Thy Holy 

Mysteries, O Lord, but unto the healing of soul and body. 

The Most Reverend Metropolitan 

 JOSEPH, Primate Antiochian Orthodox 

Christian Archdiocese of North America.  

The Right Reverend Bishop ANTHONY, 

Auxiliary Bishop 

V.Rev. Fr. John Alassaf, Pastor  

(330) 907-5811 

Every Sunday: Matins 9:30 AM 

                Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM 

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 

3204 Ridgewood Rd., Akron OH 44333 

Ph: 330-666-7116/Fax: 330-666-8292 

 mail@stgeorgeakron.com 

 
 

Rev. Archdn Joseph Harb, Rev. Dn James Reale 

Sub-deacons: Sam Snyder & Samer Zawahri 

Church School Director: Julia Shaheen 

Parish News  Coordinator:  

Kh. Rania Alassaf (330)-907-9151                                     

Choir Director: Kim Shama Hanna 

Youth Advisor: Dr. Bill Shaheen 

Youth Directors: Julia Shaheen, Zaina Zawahri 

 & Odeh Halaseh 

Arabic Chanter: Elias Elsoury 

TLC Catering: Joe Catalano  

(330)-607-4360 or joe@tlccateringinc.com 

Greeters: Ghassan & Ghada Karim 

Epistle Reader: Elias Elsoury 

 
 

Acolytes: 

VOLUNTEERS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Bread Of Oblation for Today’s Divine Liturgy is  offered by:  
 Gus Yogmour family. 

 Patrick  & Sherry Vitone family. 

 Atef & Teresa Haddad family. 

 Walid & Victoria Qaqish family. 

 

 

Holy Remembrances are offered for the health of:  

Fr. George Elsoury, John & Ewelina Stevens, John Bennett, Helen Velikoff, Hanneh Saykaleh, 

Cindy Hyatt, Matthew Sanford, Seth Shaheen, Violet Carey, Zohrab & Inyas Markarian, 

Marlene Simon Elzeer, John & Joyce Simon, Tom McLaughlin, Hoda & Gina Jabbour, Shaun & 

Kathy Curley, Edmund, Geri & Sherry Farris, Christian Simon, Dawn Shaheen, Sophia 

Massouh, John Wright, Jenika Lohium, & Sister Claire. 

 

(Quiet prayer at the altar) Holy Remembrances at the Table of Oblation for the health of: 

Fr. George Shalhoub, George Tebcherani , Jim & Suzi Hanna, James Hicks, Sandy Abookire, 

Margaux Yerian, John & Karen Dodovich Family, Asmat & Hala Zawahri, Paul Megois, 

Connie Kenney, Carl Massouh, David Welling, Micheline Debs, Rose Farah, Elie Eid, Deacon 

Joe Harb Family, Freda Corbin, , George & Georgette Zabaneh Family, Sophia Britton, Kristen 

Sage, Jihan & Hamodeh Albanna,  Kelsey Thompson, Bob & Flo Howell, Susan Bogunovich, 

John Bourjaily, Mildred Halamay, Norma Kakish, Elie Sherfan,  Sadie Kannam, Marie Saidy, 

Carl Moore, Greg Kattouf, Wagdi Anton, Antoine Aramouni, Gerald Hanna, Jackie Wilson, 

Vincent Alexander, Antoinette Jabbour, Isaac & Gamalat Gaid, Ghassan Ashkar, Larry Kobbs, 

Dr. Richard Esper, Bentley Lictri, Kathy Velikoff, Romeo Jajju, Neda Zawahri Serhan, David 

Aramouni, Patty Sue Jones, Alexandra Eid, Afaf Halasa, Bryan Caley, Suzette Saadeh, 

Rosemary McLaughlin, Robert Denious, Mary Lou Simon, Lurice Halasa, David Pilversack, 

Lamia Harb, Frank & Gladys Chirakos, Jackie Shama, Wafigah Zawahri family, Habouba 

Rahbani, Terry Anderson, Latefeh Tabanji, Michel Tabanji Jr., Jean Mahrouk, Julie Velikoff, 

Helen Zimmerman & Bonnie Dallas. 

Holy Remembrances are offered for the Repose of the Souls of :  
Eleanor Alexander, Raymond Matthews, Olga Yogmour, Marion Boyce, Lorraine Rassie, Awni 

Haddadeen, Fadi Choueiry,  June Denious, Marie Tebcherani, & Autif Halassa 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTIFICATIONS....* 2020 Ecclesiastical Calendars have arrived and are located 

on the candle stand. 

 * The offering envelope boxes for the year 2020 are available in Alphabetical order 

for the parishioners in the lobby. If you have not been assigned an envelope box 

and if you would like to have one, please contact Fr. John or the office at 330-666-

7116. *If you are not receiving an e-mail from the Church, please contact the office 

or e-mail the Church mail@stgeorgeakron.com  

APOLYTIKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made 

manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. 

And the Spirit in the likeness of a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, 

Who hast appeared and enlightened the world, glory to Thee. 

ENTRANCE HYMN  

Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. The Lord is God and hath appeared unto 

us. Save us, O Son of God, Who wast baptized by John in the Jordan; who sing to Thee. 

Alleluia 

APOLYTIKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE 

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan, worship of the Trinity wast made 

manifest; for the voice of the Father bore witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son. 

And the Spirit in the likeness of a dove confirmed the truth of His word. O Christ our God, 

Who hast appeared and enlightened the world, glory to Thee. 

KONTAKION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST IN TONE FOUR  

On this day Thou hast appeared unto the whole world, and Thy light, O Sovereign Lord, is 

signed on us who sing Thy praise and chant with knowledge: Thou hast now come, Thou 

hast appeared, O Thou Light unapproachable. 

MEGALYNARION OF THE THEOPHANY OF CHRIST IN TONE TWO  

Magnify, O my soul, her who is more honorable and more exalted in glory than the heavenly 

hosts. Verily, all tongues are at a loss to praise thee properly; and every mind, even though 

transcending the world, is distracted in thy praise, O Theotokos. But because thou art good, 

accept our faith, having known our divine longing. Wherefore, since thou art the helper of 

Christians, we do magnify thee . 

*********** 
THE ANTI-TRISAGION HYMN (Sung in place of “Holy God”) 

*As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia. (3 times)  

*Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen.  

*Have put on Christ. Alleluia. 

* Dynamis! As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia 

mailto:mail@stgeorgeakron.com


 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Titus. (2:11-15; 3:4-7)  

My son Titus, the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, training 

us to renounce irreligion and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and 

godly lives in this world; awaiting our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of 

our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for us to redeem us from 

all iniquity and to purify for Himself a people of His own who are zealous for good 

deeds. Declare these things; exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one 

disregard you. When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 

appeared, He saved us, not because of deeds done by us in righteousness, but in 

virtue of His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy 

Spirit, which He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 

we might be justified by His grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life. Amen 

 

 

 

 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (3:13-17)  

At that time, Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 

John would have prevented Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by Thee, and Thou 

dost come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting 

for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus was 

baptized, He went up immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were 

opened and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and alighting on 

Him; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, with Whom I 

am well pleased.” (Glory to Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GOSPEL 

(Transfer of the Holy Theophany Service) 

THE EPISTLE       

(Transfer of the Holy Theophany Service)  

Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. O give thanks unto the Lord, for 

He is good; for His mercy endureth forever. 

 

     The Antiochian Women of St. George 

    will offer the traditional Arabic pastry 

               of  “ZELABYEE,” 

 symbolic of the Baptism of Christ in the River Jordan 

 

 



 

 

 

CALENDAR 
 Sun., Jan. 5

th
,  

 
 
 

 

  Blessing of the Waters will be  held following Divine Liturgy 

  The Antiochian Women will offer the traditional Arabic pastry of             

“ZELABYEE”, symbolic of the Baptism of Christ in the River  Jordan 

 Basketball Practice cancelled because the hall is being used. 

Mon., Jan. 6
th

  Theophany of Christ 

Tues., Jan. 7
th

   Teen SOYO Taco Tuesday at the Maghes' house 

Sun., Jan. 12th  Sunday After the Epiphany  

 Teen SOYO Meeting after Liturgy 

 Antiochian Women meeting after divine liturgy 

 Basket ball practice after Divine Liturgy 

Tues., Jan. 14
th

  Parish Council meeting @ 7:30 PM 

Fri., Jan. 17
th

-

19
th

 

 The 22
nd

 Annual Midwest Basketball Tournament, Canton, Ohio.  

(Applications are on the candle stand) 

Sat., Jan. 25
th

  Orthodox Christian Women Retreat (check  

DONATIONS: 
CHOIR FUND: 

$50 Cynthia Shama 

BUILDING FUND: 

$50 Elie Abdallah Family 

NEEDY FAMILY FUND : 

$1,000 Kenneth W. Morgan 

$100 Christopher & Angela Roumie Family 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! The Sacrament of Holy Baptism  

for Martin Kisbutrus is taking place today, Jan. 5
th

 after  

Divine Liturgy. Martin is the daughter of Wisam &  

Linda Kisbutrus & sister of twins Oniel & Mariaam. 

                        May God grant her many years!  



 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EPIPHANY 2020 HOME BLESSINGS 

                                   In the tradition of the Orthodox Church, it is customary for 

                             the priest to bless each home with the blessed waters of 

                      the Jordan on the occasion of the Holy Theophany 

                                  (Epiphany) of Christ, when He was baptized in the Jordan  

River by St. John the Baptist. 

 

                                      If you would like your home blessed by 

Fr. John Alassaf, 

                                                please call the church office at 330-666-7116 

or Fr. John at 330-907-5811.Before the priest arrives, please make sure that all TV’s 

are turned off and an icon is placed on the dining room table.  Also, try to choose a time 

when all of the family members will be present. Thank you and God Bless. 

 

The cake for today’s coffee hour is offered by Fr. John  

and Kh. Rania on the occasion the birthdays of Anthony  

Alassaf & Pier Nader. 

              May God grant them many years!  

 

 

22
st
 ANNUAL MIDWEST DIOCESE BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

 1118 Cherry Ave NE, Canton, Ohio 44704 

 For all our teens and youth (26 years old and younger).  Please Sign up.  Applications 

are on the Church Candle Stand or find attachment in your e-mail; fill it out with your 

check payable to St. George and hand it to Deacon James, Ron Francisco, or Gary 

Salhany.  Please confirm with Deacon James you will be attending practice/tournament at 

330.329.5041 so he can start communicating with all of you. 

 JOIN US every Sunday after Divine Liturgy for practice in the Family Center on January 

5
th

& 12
th

, 2020. 

 

 



 

 

 

FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

The baptism of Jesus is a significant event.  Mark’s Gospel, the earliest Gospel written, begins with 

the preaching of John the Baptist and the Baptism of Jesus.  In all the  Gospels at the baptism of 

Jesus the spirit of God descends like a dove upon Jesus and a voice from heaven pronounces Jesus 

to be my beloved Son.  Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, also called Theophany or 

Epiphany, words which mean the Appearance of God, and this Feast is also called the 

Enlightenment. For that is exactly what this Feast is about, it is the first public Appearance of 

Christ, the beginning of His public preaching at the age of 30, and so the Enlightenment of 

mankind.Theophany is in fact one of three Trinitarian Feasts in the Church Year, where 'the 

worship of the Trinity is made manifest'. For today the voice of the Father bears witness that, 'This 

is my beloved Son, in Whom I am well-pleased', and the Spirit is seen in the form of a dove. 

Another such Feast is Pentecost, also called Trinity or Trinity Sunday, where the Son sends down 

the Spirit from the Father, from Whom the Spirit proceeds. Thirdly, there is also the Feast of the 

Transfiguration, where the voice of the Father is also heard and the Spirit is seen in the form of the 

Light of Tabor transfiguring the Son.Today's Feast proves to the world that Christ is both God and 

man, that He has two natures. On the one hand, the Father calls Him 'My beloved Son' and the 

Spirit bears witness. On the other hand, as St John the Baptist shows in his humility that he is 

unworthy even to undo Christ's shoelaces, the sinless human nature of Christ did not need baptism. 

Christ underwent baptism in his human nature only because He needed to set us an example, to 

undergo all that we must undergo in order to be worthy of the Kingdom of God. Christ was indeed 

human flesh and blood - you can't baptise a spirit or a ghost - Christ truly took on Himself our 

human nature.The effects of the Baptism of Christ's human nature, of His body and soul, His mind 

and will, are immediate, for the world around Him may also be baptised through Him. In the icon of 

today's Feast we see in the waters of the Jordan a serpent-monster, a demon lurking in the water. 

Until the time of Christ, the whole world lay in evil. Through Christ's Coming, however, the whole 

world can be purified and redeemed. This process began with the purification of water, on which all 

life depends, of which our own bodies are mainly made up. Through Christ's Baptism the way is 

open for the baptism of the whole of mankind and the purification of the whole Cosmos. Christ's 

Baptism was the beginning of the purging of the world from evil. Those who reject Baptism allow 

the world to be filled with evil once more. This is why we baptise the new-born child, before the 

seeds of evil can come to lurk in his soul. This is why we sprinkle with Theophany water our homes 

and workplaces, our cars and buses - so that no evil can lurk in them.Yes, baptism is a significant 

event!  Not just for Jesus, but for each one of us.  It is in baptism that we die and rise with Christ.  It 

is in baptism that we enter the Church, the Body of Christ. It is in baptism that we become children 

of God.  It  is in baptism that we are anointed priest, prophet and king.  So as we come to the 

conclusion of this Christmas Season, let us celebrate not only Jesus’ baptism, but our own.  And let 

us continue to remember and celebrate our baptism each and every day as we follow Jesus this new 

year. Amen .                                                                                    Fr.John  



 

 

 

 


