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                                  Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

during the Great Lent 
   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRIST IS IN OUR MIDST” / “HE IS AND EVER SHALL BE” 

THE COMMUNION PRAYER 
I believe, O Lord, and I confess, that thou art truly the Christ, the Son of the Living God, who didst 

come into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. And I believe that this is truly Thine own 

immaculate Body, and that this is truly Thine own precious Blood. Wherefore, I pray Thee, have 

mercy upon me and forgive my transgressions, both voluntary and involuntary, of word and of 

deed, of knowledge and of ignorance; and make me worthy to partake without condemnation of 

Thine immaculate Mysteries, unto remission of my sins unto life everlasting. Amen. Of Thy Mystic 

Supper, O Son of God, accept me today as a communicant; for I will not speak of Thy Mystery to 

Thine enemies, neither will I give Thee a kiss as did Judas; but like the thief, will I confess Thee; 

Remember me; O Lord in Thy Kingdom. Neither unto judgment nor unto condemnation, be my 

partaking of Thy Holy Mysteries, O Lord, but unto the healing of soul and body. 

The Most Reverend Metropolitan 

 JOSEPH, Primate Antiochian Orthodox 

Christian Archdiocese of North America.  

The Right Reverend Bishop ANTHONY, 

Auxiliary Bishop 

V.Rev. Fr. John Alassaf, Pastor  

(330) 907-5811 

Every Sunday: Matins 9:30 AM 

                        Divine Liturgy 10:30AM 

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 

3204 Ridgewood Rd., Akron OH 44333 

Ph: 330-666-7116/Fax: 330-666-8292 

 mail@stgeorgeakron.com 

 
 

Rev. Archdn Joseph Harb, Rev. Dn James Reale 

Sub-deacons: Sam Snyder & Samer Zawahri 

Church School Director: Julia Shaheen 

Parish News  Coordinator:  

Kh. Rania Alassaf (330)-907-9151                                     

Choir Director: Kim Shama Hanna 

Youth Advisor: Dr. Bill Shaheen 

Youth Directors: Julia Shaheen, Zaina Zawahri 

 & Odeh Halaseh 

Arabic Chanter: Elias Elsoury 

TLC Catering: Joe Catalano  

(330)-607-4360 or joe@tlccateringinc.com 

Greeters: Hanan Halaseh & Debbie Asfoura 

Epistle Reader: Debi Halasa 

Tray Collectors: Randa Zawahri & Mimi Hicks 

 

 
 

Acolytes: 

Captain: Julian Scalera, Bentley Licitri, 

Pierre Nader, Nezar Shakaki, Anthony Alassaf, 

Mason Massouh, Evan Roumie 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Bread Of Oblation for Today’s Divine Liturgy is  offered by:  
 Charlotte Shaheen , Dr. & Mrs. Richard Kattouf and Jan Kattouf for the health of their families 

and Bob Khouri, Rick & Bethany Townsend and in memory of Sam Kattouf, Mary Kattouf, 

Fred N. Shaheen, and Robert & Betty Khouri. 

 Michael & Samar Jabbour family, Nabil & Samia Sayar in memory of Joseph Haddad (1 year), 

& Hnayneh Jabbour. Trisagion following Divine Liturgy.  

 Yogmur family. 

 Atef & Teresa Haddad family. 

 Patrick  & Sherry Vitone family. 

 Walid & Victoria Qaqish family. 

 

 

 
Holy Remembrances are offered for the health of:  

Nadine Zawahri, Suzie Hanna, Mark George, Karen Dodovich, Mike Kormushoff, Edmund & 

Geri Farris, Marlene Simon Elzeer, John & Joyce Simon, Tom McLaughlin, Hoda & Gina 

Jabbour, Shaun & Kathy Curley, Christian Simon, Dawn Shaheen, Sophia Massouh & Jenika 

Lohrum. 

 
(Quiet prayer at the altar) Holy Remembrances at the Table of Oblation for 

the health of: Fr. George Elsoury, Fr. George Shalhoub, Archdn. Joe Harb, James & Mimi 

Hicks, Hanneh Saykaleh, George Tebcherani, Jim Hanna, Sandy Abookire, Margaux Yerian, 

Asmat & Hala Zawahri, Paul Megois, Connie Kenney, Carl Massouh, David Welling, Micheline 

Debs, Rose Farah, Elie Eid, Freda Corbin, George & Georgette Zabaneh Family, Sophia Britton, 

Jihan & Hamodeh Albanna,  Kelsey Thompson, Bob & Flo Howell, Susan Bogunovich, John 

Bourjaily, Mildred Halamay, Norma Kakish, Elie Sherfan,  Sadie Kannam, Marie Saidy, Carl 

Moore, Greg Kattouf, Wagdi Anton, Antoine Aramouni, Gerald Hanna, Jackie Wilson, Vincent 

Alexander, Antoinette Jabbour, Isaac & Gamalat Gaid, Ghassan Ashkar, Larry Kobbs, Dr. 

Richard Esper, Bentley Lictri, Kathy Velikoff, Romeo Jajju, Neda Zawahri Serhan, David 

Aramouni, Patty Sue Jones, Afaf Halasa, Bryan Caley, Suzette Saadeh, Rosemary McLaughlin, 

Robert Denious, Mary Lou Simon, Lurice Halasa, Lamia Harb, Frank & Gladys Chirakos, 

Jackie Shama, Wafigah Zawahri family, Habouba Rahbani, Terry Anderson, Latefeh Tabanji, 

Michel Tabanji Jr., Jean Mahrouk, Julie Velikoff, Bonnie Dallas & Hayat Semaan. Matthew 

Sanford, Alexandra Eid , Helen Velikoff, Cindy Hyatt, Violet Carey, Zohrab & Inyas Markarian 

 

Holy Remembrances are offered for the Repose of the Souls of :  
Atef Halasa, Atef Ghanem Halasa, Eleanor Alexander, Olga Yogmour, Marion Boyce,  Hnayneh 

Jabbour,  Joseph Haddad, John Wright & Helen Zimmerman. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONATIONS:  

FOUNDATION FUND: 
 

$100 Suzette Saadeh in memory of Josephine Aoun 

BUILDING FUND: 
 

  $100    Chaker Fadel  

 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION (Tone 5):  
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the 

Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; 

and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 

ENTRANCE HYMN Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, 

Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

APOLYTIKION OF FIRST SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT (TONE 2): 

Thy pure image do we venerate, O good One, asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our God; for 

by Thine own will Thou didst ascend the Cross in Thy body, to save Thy creatures from the 

bondage of the enemy. Thou hast verily filled all with joy, since Thou didst come, O our Savior, to 

save the world. 

TROPARION – HYMN OF ST. GEORGE 

 As deliverer of captives and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of kings, 

victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our soul’s salvation. 

KONTAKION FOR SUNDAYS IN GREAT LENT (Tone 8) 

To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast delivered 

me from terror; but as thou that hast that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone can set me 

free: from all forms of danger free me and deliver me, that I may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride 

without Bridegroom. 

************ 

ST. BASIL LITURGY MEGALYNARION  

In thee rejoiceth, O full of grace, all creation: the angelic hosts, and the race of men, O hallowed 

Temple and noetic paradise, glory of Virgins, of whom God was incarnate and became a little 

child, even our God Who is before all the ages; for He made thy womb a throne, and thy body He 

made more spacious than the heavens. In thee rejoiceth, O full of grace, all creation; and it 

glorifieth thee. 

             MARCH IS ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN MONTH 

The month of  March is designated as Antiochian Women 

Month Throughout  the Archdiocese.  Women participate  

In the services as Greeters, Epistle Readers & Tray 

 Collectors.         May God grant them many years 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:24-26, 32-40) 

Brethren, by faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of 

Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God than to 

enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to 

tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets; who 

through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the 

mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of 

weakness, became mighty in war, and put foreign armies to flight. Women received their 

dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release that they might rise 

again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and 

imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; 

they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the 

world was not worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of 

the earth. And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should 

not be made perfect.. Amen 

 

 

 

 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (1:43-51) 

At that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

Me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 

Nathanael, and said to him, “We have found Him of Whom Moses in the Law and also the 

Prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw 

Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 

guile!” Nathanael said to Jesus, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before 

Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Nathanael answered Him, 

“Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God! Thou art the King of Israel!” Jesus answered him, 

“Because I said to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater 

things than these.” And Jesus said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven 

opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.” (Glory to 

Thee O Lord, Glory to Thee)  

THE GOSPEL 

(For Sunday of Orthodoxy) 

THE EPISTLE      

 (For Sunday of Orthodoxy) 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our fathers.  

For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us. 



 

 

 

CALENDAR 
Sun., March  8

th 
 

Morning 

 

Afternoon 

 SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY 

 2
nd 

 Collection  for Seminarian Fund 

 GODPARENTS SUNDAY  

 GREAT VESPERS @ OUR CHURCH 5:00 PM. Followed by a 

dinner sponsored by the Antiochian Women Society. 

   Speaker: Dr. Bill Shaheen 

Mon., March 9
 th

  Great Compline 6:30 PM 

Tues., March 10
th

   Parish Council meeting 7:30 PM 

Wed., March 11
th

  Liturgy of the  Pre - Sanctified Gifts 6:30 PM 

Fri., March 13
 th

  FISH FRY 5:00 – 7:00 PM (flyer p. 8) 

 2
nd

 Salutations Service 7:30 PM 

Fri. March 13
th

 –15th   YES TRIP (flyer p. 9) 

Sun., March 15
th

   2
ND

 SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT  

 SUNDAY OF GREGORY PALAMAS 

 Great Vespers @ the Presentation Romanian Church 5:00 PM 

Sun., March 22
nd

   3
RD

 SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT 

 VENERATION OF THE CROSS Procession of the Holy Cross will 

take place following Divine Liturgy. 

 Great Vespers @ St. Nicholas Church 5:00 PM 

Wed., March 25
th

  Divine Liturgy for the Feast Of The Annunciation Of The 

Theotokos 6:30 PM 

Sun., March 29
th

   4
TH

  SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT 

 SUNDAY OF ST. JOHN OF THE LADDER  

 Great Vespers @ St. Elia The Prophet Church 5:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GODPARENTS SUNDAY 

It is a known practice in the Orthodox Church that every person, child or adult, should 

have a godparent (sponsor) at the time that they enter into the faith through Holy Baptism 

and Chrismation. To be a godparent is at the same time a great honor and a tremendous 

responsibility. God asks each godparent to assist in leading souls along the narrow path 

which leads to the Kingdom of Heaven. For this reason the role of the godparent is not to 

be minimized or trivialized. It is in fact a role that is holy and needs to be taken 

seriously.The task of steering a child along the narrow path, and bringing them up 

according to the law of God is perhaps the greatest of all things in life. St. Theophan the 

Recluse says that there is no holier act. What better thing can we offer our children than to 

lead them to our Lord and teach them to imitate Him in their life. 



 

 

 

SERMON ON THE SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY 

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy spirit – one God,Amen. 

   On this first Sunday of Lent, the Orthodox Church celebrates the Triumph of  Orthodoxy, the 

triumph of the Orthodox faith over heresy. 

At the end of Liturgy today, we will parade around the church carrying our icons in celebration of 

the Sunday of Orthodoxy, which commemorates the restoration of icons to the church after the 

period of iconoclasm many centuries ago.  We do so because Icons are not mere works of decorative 

art to us; they are windows to heaven which remind us that the Son of God really has become one of 

us, with a visible human body, and that we are called to become like the saints whose images are 

portrayed in them.   For we are all icons of God, created in His image and likeness.  Jesus Christ is 

the new Adam  Who has restored and healed every dimension of our fallen humanity, and brought us 

into the very life of the Holy Trinity.  It may help us to think of Lent as a time to make ourselves 

better icons of the Lord. 

 When we recall the great saints of the Old Testament mentioned in today’s reading from the 

Epistle to the Hebrews, we are humbled by their faithfulness, obedience, and humility.  But 

even if they “did not receive the promise, God provided something better for us that they should not 

be made perfect apart from us.”  As hard as it is to believe, we have been blessed beyond them, for 

God’s promises in Jesus Christ were not fulfilled in their lifetimes; they hoped for what they did not 

receive, but their lives were still icons of faithful anticipation of the Messiah.  

We live many generations after the New Testament saints Peter, Andrew, and Nathanael 

encountered Jesus Christ.  And the Lord’s promise to Nathanael, “you shall see the heaven open, 

and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man,” is the fulfillment of all the 

hopes and dreams of the Old Testament.  In Jesus Christ, humanity and God are united; no longer 

shut out of paradise, we are raised to the life of the Heavenly Kingdom by our Lord.  Our destiny is 

not for the dust and decay of the tomb, but for life everlasting because of His glorious third-day 

resurrection. 

In Lent, we take small, humble, imperfect steps to open ourselves to this new life in Christ, to 

become better living icons—living images—of what it means for human beings to share in 

God’s salvation.  The point of Lent is not to punish ourselves or simply to make us feel guilty, 

miserable, or deprived.  Instead, the purpose of our spiritual exercises is to help us share more fully 

in the promise fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  We want His holiness, love, mercy, and blessing to reshape 

every dimension of our lives, to be evident in how we go through the day, in how we treat others, in 

what we say, think, and feel.  

And the more we grow in His image and likeness, the more we will become our true selves.  Icons 

portray particular human beings whose lives have shown brightly with the holiness of God.  The 

unbelievable truth is that, in Christ Jesus, we may do the same.  No matter our age, health, 

occupation, family circumstances, personality quirks, or anything else, we too may become living, 

breathing manifestations of our Lord’s salvation when we open ourselves to His healing mercy 

through prayer, fasting, forgiveness, generosity to the needy, and all the various forms of spiritual 

nourishment given through the life of the Church.   



 

 

 

There could be no greater optimism about us than what we proclaim on the Sunday of 

Orthodoxy.  We not only carry icons, we are icons.  We not only venerate icons, we are called to 

become living proof of what happens to a human being who enters into the eternal blessedness of 

God, even as we walk around Abilene.  Let this sink in:  What the Old Testament saints hoped for, 

we possess.  

 This Lent, let’s take Jesus Christ as His word, and prepare—with humility, persistence, and 

mindfulness- to “see the heaven open and angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 

Man.”  For that is the good news of our salvation .Amen                Fr. John      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO : Paul & Alexandria (Debs) 

Iskandar on the birth of their son Vincent Anthony Iskandar on 

Wednesday, February 26, 2020 at 8lbs 5oz and 21 inches long. Proud 

Grandparents are Tony & Mirna Debs and Mansour & Mayada Iskandar. 

Uncle Anthony and Aunts Andrea and Angela Debs. Great grandparents 

are Micheline & the  late Chaker Debs and Simon & Marie Saidy. 

                            MAY GOD GRANT HIM MANY YEARS! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO : Zaid & Luma (AlMasarweh) 

Zawahri on the churching of their twin boys Zayn & Lucas. Proud 

grandparents are Monged  &  Randa  Zawahri  and Dr.Issa and Abir 

(Halasa) AlMasarweh. Proud Great Grandmother is Wafigah Zawahri 

Today’s cake is offered by the Zawahri family on the churching of 

Zayn & Lucas Zawahri. 

      GOD GRANT THEM MANY YEARS! 

 

Update on the 100
th

 Anniversary Memorial Photo Album Directory:  The proof copy 

has arrived from the printer and is ready to be reviewed.  Sam Salem will be in church at 

9:30 AM this Sunday and will welcome members to review the book before and after 

Liturgy. 

Remember, this Directory is intended as a follow-up to our 100
th

 Anniversary Celebration 

in 2017.  Highlights of our year-long celebration are included.  By intention the family 

section includes all those who were with us during and shortly preceding our 2017 

anniversary celebration and have since gone home to be with the Lord.  We feel they richly 

deserve to be remembered 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 

3204 Ridgewood Rd, Akron OH 44333 

 

Annual Fish-Fry Dinners Every Friday 

March 13, 20, 27 & April 3, 10, 2020 

Time: 5:00pm – 7:00 pm 

Please support this Event. 

For information, call the church office @ 330-666-7116 

Co-Chairs: David & Mary Pilversack  330-603-0694 

DINNERS 

Baked Fish Dinner,   Fried Fish Dinner,  Fried Shrimp Dinner 

Dinners include: Fries & Coleslaw 

or your choice of either Mac & Cheese or Hot Rice 

All dinners are: $12 for Adults, 

$5 Children 10 - 5 years old 

Additional Sides at $2.00 each 

(Fries, Mac & Cheese, Hot Rice, Extra Fish) 

   Dessert   $2 

Other beverages available at additional cost 

Carry Out available 

Live Music by David & Jessica Zuder 

P.S: Fish Fry Volunteers Needed to help to make this a Successful event  

Calling all campers, teens and their parents! 

Please sign up to volunteer at the weekly Fish Fry 5:00 – 7:00 pm 

Sign Up Online: 

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d44a4a92c7-stgeorge 

contact Ronda Strmac 216-533-8008 with questions. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d44a4a92c7-stgeorge


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YES, (Youth Equipped to Serve), is coming to AKRON, OH!                                          

Join us for a wonderful opportunity to serve and love our most 

needy neighbors.

 

 Be guided thru an educational and formational experience of Akron, its 
people and its needs 

 Learn how to approach people in need, with whom we are unfamiliar, 
and how to break down stereotypes 

 Connect with organizations doing great work in your city 

 Share fellowship and learning with other youth eager to serve 

WHEN? Friday, March 13 – Sunday, March 15, 2020 

WHO?  13 years old through College Students 

WHERE? We will meet at 5pm on Friday and stay Friday and Saturday 
nights at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church:  3204 
Ridgewood Rd., Akron, OH 44333. The service learning 
weekend will come to a close following Liturgy on Sunday, March 
15th. 

COST? A registration gift of $125 a person will cover all trip expenses, 
make it possible for the YES Program to prepare and execute the 
trip, and enable our service team to meet the needs of those we 
serve. A special St George Scholarship is available to 
students of St. George Church. 

HOW DO I REGISTER?  www.yesnorthamerica.org 

Click “Register for a YES Trip,” scroll to Akron’s information, and choose the 
Host Parish link, please click the Pay Later option.  

ANY QUESTIONS?  Please contact Katrina Bitar: kbitar@focusna.org                                            
YES Program Director  

http://www.yesnorthamerica.org/
mailto:kbitar@focusna.org


 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 PROCESSION OF THE ICONS WITH THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Immediately after Divine Liturgy 

In the following order:  1- Kids of the Sunday school . 2 - Altar boys with the 

candles, the cross & the icons. 3 –Clergy.  
 At the end, Father will lead the faithful in reciting in a loud voice the excerpt from 

the Synodikon (Confession of Faith) of the Day of Orthodoxy as follows:  

Confession of Faith 
 

As the prophets beheld, as the Apostles have taught,... 

as the Church has received... as the teachers have 

dogmatized,...as the Universe has agreed,... as Grace has 

shown forth,...as Truth has revealed,...as falsehood has 

been dissolved,...as Wisdom has presented,...as Christ 

Awarded,...thus we declare,...thus we assert,...thus we 

preach Christ our true God, and honor as Saints in words, 

in writings, in thoughts, in sacrifices, in churches, in Holy 

Icons; on the one hand worshipping and reverencing Christ 

as God and Lord; and on the other hand honoring as true 

servants of the same Lord of all and accordingly offering 

them veneration. 

 

(Louder) This is the Faith of the Apostles, this is the Faith 

of the Fathers, this is the Faith of the Orthodox, this is the 

Faith, which has established the Universe. 
 

 

 
 


