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RESPONSE TO THE CORONA VIRUS
I know this has been a difficult two weeks for each of you as it has been for parishioners throughout the
diocese. In order that the Diocese of Shreveport might be a part of the solution in ending the
coronavirus, Bishop Malone has asked that all parishes not celebrate Mass beginning the weekend of
March 14/15 and continuing through the end of April. I am proud that we have a Bishop who has acted
to protect the people of Northern Louisiana from the coronavirus. I know that not getting together with
our church community and celebrating Mass together and receiving the Eucharist will be a great
sacrifice. I thank you for making this sacrifice for the good of our larger community. Not being able to
celebrate Mass with our community will be a sacrifice for me as well. This sacrifice will be for the good
of others.
On the sign located at our church entrance you can read the message, “Let us Pray, Sacrifice and Love
Others.” This message is central to the meaning of Lent. It is also central to a Catholic response to the
coronavirus. On Ash Wednesday I invited the parish to see Lent as a spiritual retreat, a time of entering
the spiritual desert. Although you may be spending more time at home rather than at church, I ask that
you continue to live out the Season of Lent. May this continue to be a Season of conversion, prayer,
sacrifice and almsgiving in order to prepare for the celebration of Easter. How you live out Lent is still in
your hands.
Lent is a Season of prayer. I invite you to pray at home. You can use the Little Black Books that were
distributed at Church. Those who were in a Living the Eucharist group please continue to reflect on the
reflections in that book. Please pray for all of those in need at this time. Pray for those who have the
coronavirus, for families who have lost loved ones at this time and for nations that are experiencing
sickness and death. Yes, we are called to live out solidarity, which means that people of all nations are
our brothers and sisters. So, let us pray for those areas of the world that have the highest numbers of
citizens who have contracted and have died from the coronavirus. Please pray for an end to the virus
and the discovery of a vaccine. I ask that you pray for government and religious leaders who are
making difficult decisions at this time. I ask that you especially keep Bishop Malone in your prayers.
Lent is a time of fasting and sacrifice. On Ash Wednesday I spoke about the importance of making
sacrifices which would truly bring you closer to Christ. You are now being asked to make an involuntary
and surprising sacrifice, the sacrifice of celebrating the Mass and receiving the Eucharist. May all
sacrifices that you make during this Lent, including not celebrating the Mass, bring about conversion in
your life. May it bring you closer to those who are not able to celebrate Mass every day as we are. May
we pray that the Risen Lord come ever closer to us in this time. When this sacrifice is over may we have
a greater sense of the great gift that is the true presence of the Eucharist.
Lent is a Season of loving others or almsgiving. I pray that for you this Lent will be a time of increased
tolerance and love of others. We experience people around us becoming overwhelmed with fear and
panic. May this be a time of trusting in the Lord. May we communicate our trust in the Lord to others.
Beyond this may we find ways to reach out to those who are sick or in need. Over the weekend of
March 20/21 our parish would have taken up the Lenten second collection for Catholic Relief Services
(CRS). You can bring a check to the office which will be sent to CRS.
The parish has distributed
Operation Rice Bowls. The money raised from the Operation Rice Bowls will also go to CRS. Please turn
in the Operation Rice Bowls at the end of Lent for this important charity. CRS will assist vulnerable
people throughout the world, including in countries affected by the coronavirus.
It is essential for parishioners to continue to tithe during this challenging time. I will continue to look for
ways to minister to parishioners. The parish relies on tithing in order to meet its commitments.
Fr. Seby and I as well as the deacons will continue to reach out to those who need spiritual assistance
and the reception of the Sacraments. Please call the church office at 798-1887 in order to receive this
assistance.
Fr. Seby and I will hear confessions at 3 pm on Saturdays and at 11 am on Sundays and by appointment.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church will be open from 11 am on Sunday until 5:30 pm for prayer before
Christ in the tabernacle.
The Church office will communicate any changes concerning
scheduling of events or Masses.
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First Communion and Confirmation Masses

No decisions have been made as to whether the First Communion and Confirmation Masses will proceed as
planned. Please know that every effort is being made to keep the safety of our children and families as our first
priority. As soon as decisions are made regarding these masses families of these children will be notified via
mail, email, parish website and social media. Please continue to refer to the parish website for the latest information.

Embrace Grace Program
Needs Your Help!

Four expectant young women have been participating in the Embrace Grace Program this
spring. We were planning a Baby Shower for these young ladies in April but due to the current
circumstances, this event has been postponed. Well as you all know – BABIES DON’T WAIT! This
is where we are hoping our parishioners will come in! We have created an Amazon Baby Registry with the items that our mamas need. If you would like to help, please find the link on our
parish website and choose an item or items that you would like to purchase. You can simply purchase the item
and have it sent directly to the church. We are hoping that things will return to normal soon and we will be able to
reschedule the Baby Shower, but if not, we will have the necessary items ready to deliver to these beautiful moms
as they prepare to welcome their precious little ones. This is one stress we can relieve from them. If you have any
questions, please contact Claire Bissell at 286-7850.

Baptismal Preparation Course

SEAS Baptismal Preparation Classes have been cancelled until further notice. If you have questions about Baptizing your child, please contact Claire Bissell at the church office 798-1887 or
claire@seasshreveport.com

Jack Jezreel, Interfaith Talk
May 19, 2020 from 6:30 till 8:30 PM in the Burleigh Center
(more information to come)

JustFaith Ministries was birthed in the effort to invite and prepare people of faith for the life-changing
and world-changing call of the Gospel to help heal the world and, in so doing, experience a deeper faith,
a more fulfilling life, and a community of care and vitality.
– Jack Jezreel, Founder

Julie Carrick
August 31, 2020

Internationally known for her music and speaking engagements, Julie Carrick is a
Catholic, wife, mother, and friend from Scottsdale, AZ. One of the most effective
speakers and artists in the Catholic Church today, she brings a passionate message of
faith, hope, and love masterfully woven through her music and personal witness to
living the faith. A veteran singer and composer, She has been featured at countless
local, diocesan, national and international events. With 15 awe-inspiring recordings,
her music shares the emotional element that takes the message of God’s love from
the head to the heart.
3

A CORONAVIRUS PRAYER
(From America Magazine March 2, 2020)
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness.” At your command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love. Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health through quality medical care. Heal us from fear, which prevents nations
from working together and neighbors from helping one another.
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders.
Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.
Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace.
Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend them from illness and despair. May they know your peace.
Be with the doctors, nurses researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help those
affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know your protection and peace.
Be with the leaders of nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the wellbeing of the people they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that
will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May they know your peace, as they work together to
achieve it on earth.
Whether we are at home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness or only a
few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety,
give us your peace.
Jesus Christ, heal us.
SVdP March Report Card:
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) at St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton Church is blessed to be
able to help those in need including:
1. paid 3 separate gas bills for in need senior
citizen and 2 families;
2. paid a electric bill for a senior
Veteran with unexpected expenses;
3. paid electric and water bill for family
facing multiple medical bills;
4. paid partial rents for a single mother
and elderly disabled Veteran;

5. provided food to 5 families;
6. helped with funeral expenses for
family with limited income; and
7. purchased propane and medicine for a
seriously ill person unable to work.
Through the generosity of Willis Knighton
Health System, we deliver baby formula to
Gabriel’s Closet and/or the Ark-La-Tex
Pregnancy Center weekly.
We would love for you to join us!
Call Carl Bigner at 865-5808 for more
information.

Rite of Christian Initiation at
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

This Easter we welcome six men and women into
full communion with the our church.
Ashley Bartels, our Elect, will receive all three
sacraments of initiation –– Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist.
Our candidates –– Whitney Lee, Lance Miller,
Laura Pierce, Natasha Sooto, and Ashley Taner –– will
receive the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist,
since they are already one with us through baptism.
All six will experience Holy Week, from washing
of the feet on Holy Thursday, to venerating the cross on
Good Friday, to the powerful celebration of the
sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil mass.
The journey for these six individuals began more
than six months ago. They have prayed together,
studied together, and, together, they have experienced
the Rite of Welcome, the Rite of Sending, and the Rite of
Election.
Now they will be one with us, and the Christian
Initiation team, as well as the parish as a whole, couldn’t
be more proud of them. Please join us this Holy Week to
honor our Elect and candidates as they close one
chapter of their faith journey, and begin a new chapter
their life-long quest to grow closer to our Lord.
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Please continue to financially support your parish during this time as you are able. While
we are unavailable to attend Mass together, the church is still working to provide support
to parishioners in need by way of pastoral visits, video-streaming Masses and, of course,
electronic communication. It is our hope and prayer that by our sacrifices we can all
minimize the effect of the complications with which our world now struggles. Your support
of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish is critical, now more than ever. Please feel free to mail
your regular contribution to the church office, or take advantage of our online giving
program at https://seasshreveport.weshareonline.org/ Your support makes all the
difference.

Gabriel’s Closet
A Family Strengthening
Program of Catholic Charities

Christian Services operates a daily soup kitchen serving a cooked
breakfast and lunch every day of the week except Christmas day. To
donate
to
Christian
Service
Go
to
their
website christianservicela.org or you can drop of the donation to
Christian Service 2346 Levy Street Shreveport LA. 71103. For more
information please call the office at (318) 221-4857.
Christian Services Missions Statement:
Reaching out to persons who lack the basic necessities of life, and
striving to assist with those needs in a manner that respects the
dignity of each person served and helps them to achieve
independence and self-sufficiency.

Gabriel’s Closet is a free
parenting program that offers
education and resources to
families
that
are
either
expecting a baby, have a
newborn, or have children
under the age of 4 years.
The program works on a merit
system and each time parents
come in, they can earn merits
for attending parenting classes,
watching educational parenting
DVD’s, attending their child’s
doctor
appointments,
and
many other ways! Their merits
are
then
exchanged
for
essential baby items such as:
wipes, diapers (sizes 4, 5 & 6),
gently used baby equipment.
For more information or if you
are interested in volunteering,
please contact Suhad Salamah
at 318-865-0200 Ext. 108.

Parish Lenten Project: Operation Rice Bowl

If you have participated in the Parish Lenten Project, Operation Rice Bowl, we ask
that you continue to fill your “banks” and hold on to them so that you may return
them to the church once masses resume. All contributions will be pooled and sent
to Catholic Relief Services. Now more than ever, these donations are important to
needy children in the countries that they support. For more information, please
contact Claire Bissell. Let’s join with other U.S. Catholic communities in following the example of Jesus Christ to assist the poor and suffering in our world. Our solidarity can transform the world!
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SAINT OF THE MONTH
CRISTOBAL MAGALLANES
FEAST DAY- MAY 21
Saint and Martyr Cristobal Magallanes was born June 30, 1869 in
Guadalajara, Mexico to a farming family. As a youth he worked as a
shepherd, but felt called to look after human “sheep”, and entered the
seminary at the age of 19.
He was ordained in Guadalajara in 189 and served as chaplain at
the School of Arts and Works of the Holy Spirit in Guadalajara. He was
then designated as Parish priest in his home village where he served for
two decades. There he also opened a carpentry business to provide jobs
for local men and helped/plan and construct a dam to aid the people of
the area.
During this time in Mexico’s history, the government tried to
eliminate the practice of faith and the seminary that Cristobal had
attended was closed. So, in 1915 Father Cristobal opened his own small
seminary and son had more than a dozen students. The government
accused the priest of trying to incite rebellion, even though Cristobal
preached against violence of any kind. He was on his way to celebrate
Mass when arrested, and without trial he and 21 other priests and three lay Catholics were executed on
May 21, 1927. He was age 57.
Cristobal Magallanes is venerated in Roman Catholicism. Pope John Paul II beatified him on
November 2 1992, and canonized him on May 21. 2000.
Karen Tucker, Lay Ecclesial Minister

PRAY FOR THE SICK

ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON PRAYS FOR
THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY especially:

Martha Anderson, Roger & Shirley Anderson,
Peggy Bissell, Bernadette Bitting, Marklyn
Boucher, Mark Brown, Wilson Brumley, Jerry
Childers, Zena Cobbs, Carmen Cocke, Cheri
Coffelt, Violet Crevak, Dale Dupuy, Rudolph
Ebarb, Silas Ebarb, Emilie Epard, Heath Goff,
Butch Graham, Charlotte Emma Graham, Lynn
Gautier, Lily Green, Austin & Mandi Hall, Martha
Hannigan, Robert Hermes, Doug Hill, Larry and
Theresa Holland, Terri Howard, Bob Kalinsky,
Imelda King, Pat Koebler, Dave Krebsbach, Bill
Krizsan, Dennis Malmay. Dwayne Malone, Joseph
Roy Maxey, Steve Merckle, Richard & Helen
Meshell, Joe Miciotto, Carole Moon, Beverly
Morris, Elise Murphy, Dottie Murray, Father
Joseph Nasser, Catherine Nelson & Family, Pattie
Neurauter, Cole Pasquier, Dorothy Pedro, Dale
Phillips, Nicholas Politz, Diane Rachal, Dr. Michael
Reinardy, Ron Rice, Randy Richter, Joan Robinson,
Matt Savage, Tressie Sepeda, Floyd Sepulvado,
Joan Sevie, Greg Snelling, Carol Thompson,
Amanda Tomaccio, Heriberto Trenado, Shelly
Zippi Werner

Linden Adams, Dennis &
Timothy Banks,
Michael
Bargmann,
Nolan
Boudreau, Marc Bradle,
Jeffrey
Bragg,
Rodney
Brown,
Warren
Carroll,
Terry Christiansen, Mark
Church, Trisha Cobb, Patrick
Cobbs, Kateline Collier, Cathey Cook, Jack Delo,
Todd Derrick, Gabby Dimaio, Dillon Ezernack,
Michael Farley, Nicholas Godfrey, Randy Green,
William & Waverly Hock, David Hume, David,
Matthew, Thomas Jeansonne, Melanie Jones,
Aaron & Adam LeBlanc, Andrew Ligon, Alex &
Jessica Luyando, Scott Maytan, Jay Mitchell, Sean
Murphy, Robert Nordberg, Chris Occhiuzzo, Alex
Poimboeuf, Matthew Rambin, TJ Remedes, Joseph
Roe, Dana Romero, Beau Skonieczny, Bradley
Stevens, David Stringer, Matthew Titus, M. T.
Turner, Danny Vento, Zachary Walsh, Scott
Wilson, Jonathan Wyche, Kaleb Wynne, Josh
Yarbrough, Dennis Zabka
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PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT
FOR THE MONTH ENDING JANUARY 31, 2020
BUDGET

ACTUAL

DIFFERENCE

INCOME
General Collections
Building Fund
Other
TOTAL INCOME

$ 82,166.67
$ 9,895.83
$ 10,531.92
$ 102,594.42

$ 55,018.96
$ 7,097.00
$ 17,086.57
$ 79,202.53

($27,147.71)
($2,798.83)
$6,554.65
($23,391.89)

EXPENSES
Ministry & Liturgy
Religious Education
Outreach
Administration
Building & Grounds
TOTAL EXPENSES

$
$
$
$
$
$

$ 5,744.25
$ 3,190.47
$ 9,795.22
$ 67,304.40
$ 10,284.38
$ 96,318.72

($2,080.75)
$700.89
($2,580.44)
$7,236.49
($6,040.62)
($2,764.43)

NET RESULT

$

3,511.27 $ (17,116.19)

($20,627.46)

7,825.00
2,489.58
12,375.66
60,067.91
16,325.00
99,083.15

YEAR-TO-DATE FINANCIAL REPORT
July 1, 2019 - January 31, 2020
BUDGET

ACTUAL

DIFFERENCE

INCOME
General Collections $ 575,166.65 $ 591,227.07
Building Fund
$69,270.85
$69,317.50
Other
$60,060.40
$245,007.69
TOTAL INCOME
$ 704,497.90 $ 905,552.26

$16,060.42
$46.65
$184,947.29
$201,054.36

EXPENSES
Ministry & Liturgy
Religious Education
Outreach
Administration
Building & Grounds
TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 54,775.00 $ 51,607.70
$ 17,427.10 $
8,332.54
$ 71,514.66 $ 55,524.19
$ 420,482.45 $ 454,717.32
$ 114,275.00 $ 118,016.62
$ 678,474.21 $ 688,198.37

($3,167.30)
($9,094.56)
($15,990.47)
$34,234.87
$3,741.62
$9,724.16

NET RESULT

$

$191,330.20

26,023.69 $ 217,353.89

Ministry & Liturgy includes clergy expenses, sacramentals and music
ministry.
Religious Education includes children and adult religious formation and
youth ministry.
Outreach includes all parish activities, charities and Mothers' Day Out.
Administration includes salaries, general administrative operating expenses
and diocesan assessments.
Building & Grounds includes all utilities, maintenance and capital
expenditures.
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Second Collections for April
April 10
Pontifical Good Friday Collection
for the Holy Land
April 11 & 12
Diocesan Church Vocations
(100% of this collection stays in our
diocese for the benefit of our
seminarians and our diocesan
vocations program.)
April 25 & 26
Catholic Home Missions Appeal
(Our diocese receives significant
grants from Catholic Home
Missions for the benefit of various
ministry programs.)

Please take time now to offer your
Appeal gift if you have not already done
so. With the participation of everyone,
we should reach easily reach our parish
pledge goal of $134,500. Remember
that you can make your gift via mail,
collection basket, or on-line or by
automatic
withdrawal
using
the
instructions on the back of your Appeal
pledge
card
or
by
visiting
www.dioshpt.org.
As of March 17, SEAS parishioners have
pledged $70,958. Weekly updates will be
available in the weekend bulletins.

