
SYNOD REPORT FOR ST. EUGENE – PART ONE 
 
This is the first of our Synod Team’s three-part report to the parish of our Synod findings. In 
sum, it expands upon our report to the Diocese and provides a fuller picture of parishioner 
viewpoints.  Today we present participants’ responses to the questions:   

 What has been your greatest joy in being part of the Church? 
 Here at St. Eugene’s, how are you being nourished in your faith life? 

 
People expressed they felt God’s presence in their lives most strongly in the Eucharist itself, 
in the forgiveness and renewal of Reconciliation, in private prayer in the quiet church, during 
Benediction and Adoration, when serving in parish ministries, and working with other 
parishioners in these ministries.  
This was captured best in the following statements: 
 The Eucharistic Celebration is the anchor of my life. 
 I can feel myself a part of the Body of Christ most when sharing the sacraments in 

community. 
 “Knowing that God loves us and calls us despite out faults gives me joy” 
 The church helps me not judge others & try to understand what they are going 

through. 
 It feels safe and nice at church. It’s a place of calm. It helps me forget issues in my 

personal life.  
 In reconciliation God always calls me back; I am forgiven and welcomed home. 
 “During confession, the priest is Christ not your executioner.  It’s about repairing our 

relationships with God and others.” 
 
Working together on peace and justice issues in the broader community was mentioned by a 
number of participants. People expressed that the Synod small group sharing had given them 
strength and courage to stay with the church because they realized they were not alone in 
their joys or in their frustrations. Ministries that addressed Pro-Life, Climate Change and 
other social justice issues were mentioned as “opportunities to be of service to others. 
 
Many participants also mentioned small-group activities in the parish. Base communities, 
book sharing groups, bible study etc. have been significant sources of support, 
companionship, and spiritual sustenance. Some of the sentiments they shared show the 
enrichment found in parish engagement, e.g. 
 During COVID I realized how much I need my faith community. 
 Involvement gives me humility & brings me closer to who Jesus wants me to be. 
 My faith is strengthened by meeting deeply spiritual parishioners. 

 
Parishioners particularly emphasized the sense of mutual support and caring that 
characterizes St. Eugene’s as a whole. Many commented on feeling part of a community and 
“having a sense of home” as well as on the support they experienced from both individuals 
and ministries during times of crisis and bereavement.  
For example:  



 “I went to Communion during a time in my life when many things were happening.  I 
was in tears and my face showed how upset I was. After Mass, the communion 
minister came up to me and said, ‘I can tell there is a lot going on with you, and I will 
pray for you.’ That’s all she said, and it meant so much.” 

 I was in the military & moved a lot. The Church was my point of consistency. 
 “I have been invited to so many things here.  There was one person, in particular, 

who took it upon themselves to help me. 
 I feel at home here. I have a family. I feel the unity of the Anglo and Hispanic 

communities 
 

People expressed excitement and a real sense of the Spirit moving in the Church again. One 
of the joys expressed was being part of the universal church because it can make powerful 
statements for good--on climate, racism, war, poverty, and for marginalized groups like the 
incarcerated, the homeless and the LGBTQ community.  
 
The richness of Catholic history and tradition was also mentioned as a source for spiritual 
growth, and there was gratitude voiced for our pastor and deacons. For example, “When I 
first met Deacon Mike and Father Pat, I explained my rocky history with the Church. Fr. Pat 
said, “We are not here to judge you, but to meet you where you are and accompany you on 
your journey. I knew then that I was welcome here.” 

  
 


