
Gesu Catholic Church 

17180 Oak Drive ∙ Detroit, Michigan 48221 ∙ (313) 862-4400 

www.gesudetroit.com 

MONDAY MORNING UPDATE – March 30, 2020 
  
 

Question for the day: If humans lost the ability to see all color except one, which color would you want 

to survive? 
  
Good morning, Gesu! Despite our current struggles in striving to do our best in mitigating this COVID-19 

virus, I hope this note finds you well. I send my prayers to all of you and that we may continue to hand 

everything over to our God.  
  
I must admit this morning that the passing of Clida Ellison has been difficult for me. What a strong, 

loving, caring and faithful woman! Her death was untimely. I know we will all miss her. May we all pray 

for the repose of her soul and for her family and loved ones. I have spoken to the family and we are 

planning to have a Mass of Resurrection for her—hopefully this summer when we are safe to gather again 

as a family.  
  
This past Sunday in the gospel of John, we heard the story of Jesus’ encounter with Lazarus and with 

death. His bringing Lazarus back to life is the final and greatest sign of Jesus, a symbolic narrative of his 

victory over death at the cost of his own life; and, yet, we all know that Jesus will eventually die himself, 

despite this miracle. What is the message, therefore, of this story?  
  
As Christians we need to accept that death is real. It is also ambiguous; thus, what lies within it is both 

mysterious and revelatory. Death has a meaning that is well beyond our understanding. In accepting 

death, we do have a couple of choices. First, we can fight and choose not to accept death and, therefore, 

choose spiritual death. This leads to the death of our hope, the death of our faith and leads us to belief in 

Jesus and the Resurrection, especially as we try to cope with and endure this crisis. Second, we can accept 

the reality that all of us humans have mortal bodies that will decay and return to the earth. As believers, 

however, this acceptance does not destroy our faith, our belief, nor does it take away meaning from our 

lives. While death is still difficult, painful, it remains the ultimate and glorious passage to God. This is 

what we believe as Christian. Believing in this belief is the beginning of the resurrection. It is eternal life 

which begins here and now. It does not just start in the afterlife. It is having confidence in God that He 

will continue to save the world through Jesus for all those who believe in Him even in this time of crisis.  
  
Therefore, for the believer, death is real—but not definitive. If we choose to believe this then the Lazarus 

story teaches us that the only real death in the world is when Jesus is absent. God gave all of us the 

capacity to believe, and that belief, that hope inside of us is INDESTRUCTIBLE. As one of my greatest 

teachers, Sandra Schneiders, IHM, says in her book, Written That You May Believe, our belief and trust 

leads to “Eternal life [which] conquers death without abolishing it,” and “We are not asked not to weep, 

but only not to despair, for the one in whom we believe is our resurrection, because he is our life.” May 

we call upon him now and make Jesus the center of our lives! 
  
Question for the week: What do I need to do this week to believe that real death is the ultimate passage 

to God?  
  
In Christ’s peace, 

  
Fr. Phil Cooke, S.J. 
 


