
Dear	Parishioners,		
I	write	on	the	morning	of	Tuesday,	March	11,	2024.	I	
am	 becoming	 a	 bit	 frustrated	 with	 Catholics	 who	
have	 been	 condemning	 the	 Cabrini	 Bilm	 because	 it	
does	 not	 highlight	 sufBiciently	 and/or	 explicitly	 St.	
Frances	 Xavier	 Cabrini’s	 unwavering	 dedication	 to	
the	Sacred	Heart	and	her	Catholic	Faith.	
First	 of	 all,	 these	words	 of	 Jesus	 are	 ringing	 in	my	
ears:	But	whereunto	shall	I	esteem	this	generation	to	
be	like?	It	is	like	to	children	sitting	in	the	marketplace.	
Who	crying	to	their	companions	say:	We	have	piped	to	
you,	and	you	have	not	danced:	we	have	lamented,	and	
you	have	not	mourned.		For	John	came	neither	eating	
nor	drinking;	and	they	say:	He	hath	a	devil.		The	Son	of	
man	came	eating	and	drinking,	and	they	say:	Behold	a	
man	that	is	a	glutton	and	a	wine	drinker,	a	friend	of	
publicans	and	sinners.	And	wisdom	is	justiHied	by	her	
children	(Matthew,	11:16-19).	
We	justiBiably	complain	about	overtly	evil	and	demonic	Bilms.	Yet,	when	movies	contain	the	
good,	 the	 true,	and	 the	beautiful,	 the	 tendency	 is	 to	complain	because	 they	are	not	 true,	
good,	and	beautiful	enough.	We	must	stop	this,	or	we	are	doomed.	To	the	naysayers,	I	say	
this:	If	you	think	you	can	do	a	better	job,	then	put	your	money	behind	it.	Eustace	WolBington	
believed—probably	 correctly—that	 a	 movie	 that	 would	 please	 the	 hard-core	 Catholics	
would	never	make	it	into	the	mainstream	cinemas	and	have	zero	inBluence.		
Serious	Catholics	already	know	Mother	Cabrini.	They	can	wonderfully	produce	all	her	great	
quotes	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 a	 safe	 and	 sympathetic	 Catholic	 echo	 chamber,	 and	 then	 pat	
themselves	on	the	back.	Well,	Mr.	WolBington	and	Angel	Studios	produced,	in	my	opinion,	a	
Bilm	that	stays	true	to	Mother	Cabrini’s	spirit	without	being	preachy,	hoping	this	encounter	
would	lead	people	then	to	dig	deeper	into	the	life	of	this	Saint.	Draw	them	in	and	let	Mother	
do	the	rest.	That	is	already	happening.	People	are	already	asking	to	learn	more.		
In	 the	 1990s	 and	 early	 2000s	 the	 Mercedarians	 served	 as	 chaplains	 for	 the	 retired	
Missionary	Sisters	of	the	Sacred	Heart	at	67th	and	Callowhill.	We	encountered	a	few	sisters	
who	knew	Mother	Cabrini	in	her	lifetime,	and	a	few	who	came	immediately	after.	They	were	
unabashedly	Catholic	and	distressed	by	what	was	happening	in	the	Church	and	even	in	their	
own	community.	They	were	brilliant	women	who	had	great	gentleness	and	humility	but	
were	also	stubborn	and	would	not	take	no	for	an	answer	when	they	wanted	to	accomplish	
a	goal	for	our	Lord.	They	could	be	a	real	pain.	Saintly	people	are	that	way.	Yet,	they	would	
not	hit	you	with	the	hard	stuff	immediately.	They	would	draw	you	in	with	their	kindness	
and	gentleness.	Then,	you	would	begin	to	see	their	strong	faith	and	unwavering	Bidelity	to	
Christ.	Disarmed,	it	became	impossible	to	say	“no”.	I	suspect	St.	Frances	X.	Cabrini	had	that	
same	spirit.		

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 



Mr.	WolBington	tried	to	say	“no”	to	Sister	Mary	Louise	Sullivan	of	happy	memory,	but	like	
Pope	Leo	XIII,	rather	than	“no”	he	said	“yes”	with	a	condition.	In	my	not	so	humble	opinion,	
Cabrini	is	an	excellent	movie.	Not	a	movie	to	use	for	doctrinal	teaching	in	Catechism	class,	
but	 a	 movie	 of	 Birst	 encounter	 and	 introduction	 to	 a	 Saint.	 It	 is	 primarily	 intended	 to	
introduce	Saint	Frances	Xavier	Cabrini	to	those	of	all	 faiths	who	do	not	know	her.	If	they	
decide	to	get	to	know	her	better,	they	cannot	help	but	encounter	Our	Lord	and	Our	Lady.	Let	
us	pray	that	they	will	come	to	make	their	own	the	hymn	that	was	one	of	Cabrini’s	favorites	
and	that	all	of	her	sisters	could	sing	from	memory:	
	

Ave,	maris	stella,	
Dei	mater	alma,	
atque	semper	virgo,	
felix	cœli	porta.	

Sumens	illud	«Ave»	
Gabrielis	ore,	
funda	nos	in	pace,	
mutans	Evæ	nomen.	

Solve	vincla	reis,	
profer	lumen	cæcis,	
mala	nostra	pelle,	
bona	cuncta	posce.	

Monstra	te	esse	matrem,	
sumat	per	te	precem	
qui	pro	nobis	natus	
tulit	esse	tuus.	

Virgo	singularis,	
inter	omnes	mitis,	
nos	culpis	solutos	
mites	fac	et	castos.	

Vitam	præsta	puram,	
iter	para	tutum,	
ut	videntes	Jesum	
semper	collætemur.	

Sit	laus	Deo	Patri,	
summo	Christo	decus,	
Spiritui	Sancto	
tribus	honor	unus.	Amen.	

Hail,	star	of	the	sea,	
Nurturing	Mother	of	God,	
And	ever	Virgin	
Happy	gate	of	Heaven	

Receiving	that	“Ave”	(hail)	
From	the	mouth	of	Gabriel,	
Establish	us	in	peace,	
Transforming	the	name	of	“Eva”	(Eve).	
Loosen	the	chains	of	the	guilty,	
Send	forth	light	to	the	blind,	
Our	evil	do	thou	dispel,	
Entreat	(for	us)	all	good	things.	

Show	thyself	to	be	a	Mother:	
Through	thee	may	he	receive	prayer	
Who,	being	born	for	us,	
Undertook	to	be	thine	own.	
O	unique	Virgin,	
Meek	above	all	others,	
Make	us,	set	free	from	(our)	sins,	
Meek	and	chaste.	
Bestow	a	pure	life,	
Prepare	a	safe	way:	
That	seeing	Jesus,	
We	may	ever	rejoice.	
Praise	be	to	God	the	Father,	
To	the	Most	High	Christ	(be)	glory,	
To	the	Holy	Spirit	
(Be)	honour,	to	the	Three	equally.	Amen.	

	
Pastor 


