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Ash Wednesday 
 
Receive this cross of ash upon your brow, 
Brought from the burning of Palm Sunday’s cross. 
The forests of the world are burning now 
And you make late repentance for the loss. 
But all the trees of God would clap their hands 
The very stones themselves would shout and sing 
If you could covenant to love these lands 
And recognize in Christ their Lord and king. 
 
He see the slow destruction of those trees, 
He weeps to see the ancient places burn, 
And still you make what purchases you please, 
And still to dust and ashes you return. 
But Hope could rise from ashes even now 
Beginning with this sign upon your brow. 
 
Pondering the poem 

Read the poem aloud, enjoy the rhyme and rhythm. 

This poem is a Shakespearean sonnet, a traditional form of three 
quatrains (a quatrain is a four-line stanza) and a couplet (a two-
line stanza). The couplet presents a “turn,” an epiphany that 
contradicts or amplifies the first three stanzas of the poem. 

Read the poem again and notice the rhyme scheme: ABAB, 
CDCD, EFEF, AA 

As you read the poem, consider what Guite is showing us with his 
word choices and images. Ashes are a sign of destruction, the 
remnants left after a fire, but when scattered over the ground, 
they can bring renewal to the earth. Try to find the “turn” in this 
poem, the place where Guite “turns” from the destruction caused 
by sin to God’s renewal.  

Malcom Guite 
Guite is a poet, Anglican priest, 
theologian, singer-songwriter, 
and academic. Born in 
November of 1957 in Nigeria 
to British parents, Guite lost his 
Christian faith while in 
boarding school in England. 
The beauty of poetry, as well 
as experiences at various 
religious sites, helped to bring 
him back to the Christian faith 
of his childhood. In 1991, he 
was ordained as an Anglican 
priest.  

Poetry 
This poem, “Ash Wednesday," 
is from Guite’s book, Sounding 
the Seasons. Guite writes 
mostly in traditional forms, 
such as sonnets, and uses 
rhyme and meter in his poetry. 
His poems are generally on 
spiritual and religious themes, 
contemplating man’s 
relationship with a loving God.  

More information 
 http://www.malcolmguite.com 

https://www.youtube.com/c/M
alcolmGuitespell 

https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=-Q-Ec4HGMUA 

OUR	LADY	OF	LOURDES	(OVERBROOK) ARTS	&	LITERATURE	SOCIETY	 
Verum	|	Pulchrum	|	Bonum 



 

 

 The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us, in #2502: “Sacred 
art is true and beautiful when its form corresponds to its particular 
vocation: evoking and glorifying, in faith and adoration, the transcendent 
mystery of God - the surpassing invisible beauty of truth and love visible 
in Christ, who "reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his 
nature," in whom "the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily." This spiritual 
beauty of God is reflected in the most holy Virgin Mother of God, the 
angels, and saints. Genuine sacred art draws man to adoration, to prayer, 
and to the love of God, Creator and Savior, the Holy One and Sanctifier.” 

We, as Catholics, are heirs to the world’s greatest artistic patrimony. Until very recently, the 
Church was the birthplace and bedrock of art in the West. At one time, the Church supported 
artists, helped to nurture their talents, and commissioned the greatest works of art. She was the 
womb of beauty. For the last several decades, this has not been the case. Yes, with the 
secularization of society, Catholic artists and Catholic art have been shoved to the fringes, but 
this outsider status is not just because society doesn’t want Catholic art or ignores Catholic artists. 
We, as Catholics—both the Church and the laity—have not nurtured that art or those artists. This 
is a failure on our part that we must remedy, both for the good of the Church and the world. 

The only way to amend this, and we must, is to recommit ourselves to Catholic art and artists. 
We are hopeful that by sharing the works of writers and artists, both living and dead, we can help 
to revive an appreciation and love for great literature and art, and maybe even inspire some 
members of the parish. 

We will be sharing the great works of literature and art from Catholics, as well as non-
Catholics of goodwill. We hope that you will enjoy this addition to the parish life here at Our 
Lady of Lourdes and be enriched spiritually and emotionally by these great works.  

Please contact Mary Finnegan at mfinn001@mac.com with any questions, comments, or 
suggestions.  
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
One of the great literary figures of the late-16th to mid-17th 
century was Mercedarian Friar Grabriel Téllez—popularly 
known under his pseudonym Tirso de Molina. Although he 
was a brilliant theologian and historian, he is best 
remembered as a one of the most outstanding Spanish 
baroque dramatists and poets. Arguably his greatest work 
was El burlador de Sevilla y convidado de Piedra (The 
Trickster of Seveille and the Stone Guest), which features 
the popular character Don Juan. 


