
ST. RAYMOND NONNATUS, FEAST DAY – AUGUST 31ST 
St. Raymond is universally known as Nonnatus (“not born”) due to 
his Caesarean birth. He is the Mercedarian saint who achieved the 
greatest popularity among Christians in the places, kingdoms, and 
nations where the Order of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mercy 
became established.  
According to the most reliable tradition, Saint Raymond was born in 
the town of Portello, situated in the Segarra region of the Province 
of Lérida at the dawn of the thirteenth century. He was given the 
surname of Nonnatus (not born) because he came into the world 
through an inspired and urgent incision which the Viscount of 
Cardona made with a dagger in the abdomen of the dead mother. In 
his adolescence and early youth, Raymond devoted himself to 
pasturing a flock of sheep in the vicinity of a Romanesque hermitage 
dedicated to Saint Nicholas where an image of the Virgin Mary was 
venerated. His devotion to the Holy Mother of Jesus started there. 
He joined the Order of Mercy at a very early age and a student of the watchful first brother and Master of the 
Order, Peter Nolasco, and thus Raymond became a redeemer of Christian captives in Moorish lands. In a 
redemption which took place in Algiers, he had to stay behind as a hostage. It was then that he endured the 
torment of having his lips sealed with an iron padlock to prevent him from addressing consoling words to 
Christian captives and from preaching the liberating good news of the Gospel. After he had been rescued by his 

Mercedarian brothers, Pope Gregory IX 
appointed him Cardinal of the Church of San 
Eustaquio. Summoned by the Supreme Pontiff, 
Raymond was on his way to Rome when he met 
death in the strong and rocky castle of Cardona 
in 1240. The Order of Mercy, the viscount and 
the city of Cardona were all arguing over his 
dead body, and where it should be buried, it 
was entrusted to Divine Providence on the 
harness of a blind mule. Without anyone 
leading it, the mule accompanied by a crowd 
trotted to Saint Nicholas hermitage where the 
venerable body was buried. 
St. Raymond Nonnatus was canonized a saint by 
Pope Alexander VII in 1657. He is the patron 
saint of pre-born babies, expectant mothers, 
Christian Families, and those falsely accused. 
Experience has also shown his intercession to 
be powerful for fertility, and he is considered in 
many places a patron for priests defending the 
seal of confession. 
His feast day is celebrated on August 31st. 

St. Raymond Nonnatus,  
please pray for us and all of the unborn. 

	Here	is	a	slightly	different	version	of	the	prayer	we	recite	before	
Sunday	Mass	in	our	parish.	It	received	the	imprimatur	(the	
permission	of	the	Church	to	print	such	a	prayer)	from	the	
Archbishop	of	Milwaukee,	Moses	Kiley	(+1953)	of	happy	
memory.	

Prayer	for	the	Family	through	the	intercession		
of	St.	Raymond	Nonnatus		

Lord,	 Father	 Almighty!	 The	 family	 is	 the	most	 ancient	
institution	of	humanity,	 for	 it	 is	as	old	as	man	himself.	
But	 because	 it	 is	 Thine	 own	 institution	 and	 the	 only	
means	 by	 which	 man	 can	 come	 into	 this	 world	 and	
develop	to	the	greatest	perfection,	 therefore	the	forces	
of	evil	are	assaulting	it,	causing	men	to	despise	this	basic	
unit	 of	Christian	 civilization.	 In	 suicidal	 fury	 they	 seek	
to	deal	 it	a	mortal	blow.	Let	them	not	succeed,	Lord,	 in	
their	 destructive	 designs	 on	 the	 Christian	 family.	
		
Through	 the	 intercession	 of	 the	 glorious	 St.	 Raymond	
Nonnatus,	pleader	in	heaven	for	the	happiness,	welfare,	
and	peace	of	Christian	families,	we	beg	Thee	to	hear	our	
prayers.	 By	 the	 merit	 of	 this	 great	 saint,	 our	 patron,	
grant	 that	 our	 homes	 may	 ever	 be	 modeled	 after	 the	
Holy	 Family	 of	 Nazareth.	 Let	 not	 the	 enemies	 of	
Christian	 family	 life	 triumph	 in	 their	 sacrilegious	
attacks,	 but	 rather	 convert	 them	 to	 the	 truth	 for	 the	
glory	of	Thy	holy	name.	



 

SUPPORT OUR LADY OF LOURDES! 
Support our parish today using your debit, credit cards, checking, or savings accounts. 

TO MAKE A 
ONE-TIME  

OR RE-OCCURING DONATION:  

TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE 
RAISE THE ROOF 2.0 

(Supplementary Campaign) 

 

 
 

 

 
 


