
Domenic	DiPilla	Age:	55	
Current	Member	
	
About	 me:	 I	 am	 Italian	 through	 and	
through,	a	proud	American	who	loves	his	
country.	I	strive	to	be	Faithful	to	God,	His	
Church,		 my	 family	 and	 country.	 My	
entire	 upbringing	 was	 centered	 on	 the	

faith	 (	 St.	 Donato,	 West	 Catholic,		 Villanova).	 I	 have	 unique	
perspectives	on	things	that	are	an	asset	to	the	parish.	Thank	
you	and	God	Bless!	
	
What	Father	Matthew	Says:	Domenic	was	a	valuable	bridge	
to	the	new	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	parish	that	was	formed	from	
the	old	OL	of	Lourdes,	St.	Callistus,	and	St.	Donato.	The	DiPilla	
family	as	known	the	Mercedarians	in	the	early	1990s,	and	has	
been	a	great	source	of	moral	support	for	the	friars.	

	
	

Frank	Fala	 Age:	67	
Current	Member	

	
About	 me:	 I	 was	 raised	 in	 West	
Philadelphia	 attended	 St	 Donato	 School	
and	St	Thomas	More	High	School.	I	am	an	
Occupation	 Electrical	Design	 Engineer.	 I	
am	 married	 with	 two	 daughters.	 When	

my	daughters	were	young,	I	taught	CCD	at	St	Donato	because	
one	daughter	had	a	learning	disability-	which	led	to	meeting	
the	Missionary	Sisters	of	the	Sacred	Heart	(Cabrini).		For	about	
15	years,	 I	 participated	 in	 the	music	ministry	 at	 the	Cabrini	
Home.	The	faith	of	the	sisters	was	an	inspiration,	as	the	sisters	
were	a	Power	House	of	Prayer.	As	a	member	of	 the	Pastoral	
Council,	I	can	provide	input	regarding	the	maintenance	of	the	
grounds	and	the	Church	in	addition	to	religious	matters. 
	
What	Father	Matthew	Says:	I	have	known	Frank	from	before	
I	was	ordained	 through	my	 involvement	with	 the	 former	St.	
Donato	Parish	and	the	former	St.	Francis	Xavier	Cabrini	Home	
at	67th	and	Callowhill.	His	expertise	 in	electrical	engineering	
has	been	valuable	since	my	arrival	in	January.	

Richard	Trench	Age-49	
Current	Member	–	Since	Late	2021	
		
About	me:	 I’ve	 been	 a	member	 of	 Our	
Lady	of	Lourdes	Parish	since	1993.	I	am	
very	active		in	and	dedicated	to	my	faith	
and	 parish.	 I	 enjoy	 social	 events	 on	
weekends	and	wherever	possible,	would	

love	to	volunteer	and	participate	in	more		Parish	activities.	
I	would	 like	to	continue	on	the	Parish	council	 to	bring	more	
diversity,	 energy	 and	 ideas	 to	 assist	 and	 help	 Our	 Lady	 of	
Lourdes	 reach	 more	 people	 and	 broaden	 our	 appeal.	
With		God’s	grace	and	wisdom,	I	believe	we	can	make	Our	Lady	
Lourdes	 a	 more	 prosperous	 	exciting,	 friendly	 and	 a	 joyous	
parish.		
Thanks	for	having	me		on	and	I	wish	to	continue	serving	God	
and	the	parish	in	the	next	term	and	beyond.	
	
What	Father	Matthew	says:	Richard	was	the	newest	member	
of	the	pastoral	council	before	my	arrival.	I	knew	Richard	from	
my	previous	experience	at	the	parish,	and	I	know	his	insights	
were	very	helpful	to	Fr.	Scottston	Brentwood,	O.	de	M.	during	
the	time	immediately	following	Fr.	Michael	Rock’s	death. 
 
 

Patrick	Cherry	 Age:	48	
	

About	 me:	 	 Although	 my	 grandfather	
was	Catholic,	I	was	raised	with	virtually	
no	religion	during	my	first	35	years,	yet	
something	seemed	to	move	me	anytime	I	
attended	 Catholic	 Mass.	 Moved	 even	
more	 by	 the	 Mass	 when	 my	 daughter	

began	 kindergarten	 at	 St.	 Genevieve	 School	 in	 Fourtown	 in	
2008,	 I	 became	a	member	of	 the	Catholic	 Church.	 In	 2015	 I	
attended	my	first	Mass	in	the	Extraordinary	form	at	Our	Lady	
of	Lourdes,	and	I	was	spiritually	awakened	even	more.	Since	
becoming	a	member	of	this	parish,	I	have	desired	to	serve	the	
Lord	and	the	parish	more.	Serving	on	the	Council	will	give	me	
an	 opportunity	 to	 give	 back	 to	 a	 place	 that	 has	 given	 may	
daughter	 and	 me	 so	 much,	 and	 help	 preserve	 this	 gift	 for	
others.	
	
What	Father	Matthew	says:	 I	met	Patrick	in	2015	when	he	
started	coming	to	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes.	He	is	a	man	of	faith	and	
compassion	who,	with	his	professional	experience,	would	be	
an	asset	for	our	council	at	a	time	that	the	parish	needs	to	find	
	
 

Teresa	Caldecott	Cialini	-	Age	37	
	
About	me:	 I	 joined	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	
parish	in	2016	when	I	married	my	teacher	
husband	 and	 moved	 to	 the	 area	 from	
Oxford,	 England.	 In	 addition	 to	 my	
perspective	as	a	young	mother,	I	can	offer	
experience	 organizing	 parish	 events—

including	fundraisers,	plays,	and	pilgrimages.	I	have	been	able	
to	 hone	 pastoral	 sensibilities	 from	my	 professional	work	 as	
Editor	of	Magnificat	(UK	&	Ireland	edition).	
	
What	Father	Matthew	says:	 In	addition	 to	her	expertise	 in	
fundraising	and	activities	(something	important	to	the	future	
of	our	parish),	as	a	wife	and	mother	with	young	children,	Tessa	
would	 bring	 an	 important	 and	 compassionate	 voice	 and	
perspective,	to	the	council.		

UPDATE – 11/11/2022 
Guidelines 

Each household will be considered an “eligible voter.” There 
are nine candidates—3 who currently sit on the council and 6 
who are “First Time Candidates.” Each eligible voter may vote 
for 5 of the 9 candidates. The election will be conducted 
online. When we confirm your household’s Voter ID and 
unique password, we shall communicate that you so you may 
vote from home or come to the parish center. 
When the votes are counted, the top 3 receivers of votes will 
serve a term of 3 years, unless there is a change in pastor, 
while the bottom 3 of the six will serve a 1-year term. There 
will be another election scheduled in one year, in which 3 
candidates will be elected for a 3-year term. Subsequently, 
there will be an election every 2 years (2023, 2025, 2027, etc.) 
of 3 candidates. 



Edward	Gasiewski	–	36 
	

About	me:		My	wife	(Diane)	and	I	became	
parishioners	in	 January	 2020,	 with	 our	
children	 (Annemarie,	 Joseph,	 Elizabeth,	
Katharine,	 and	 later	 added	 Peter	 to	 the	
parish	registry).			
Serving	the	Church	has	always	been	part	

of	my	life:		an	altar	server	at	St.	John	Cantius	in	Bridesburg;		in	
college	 a	 4-year	 member	 of	 the	 Newman	 Center	 Executive	
Board;	later	a	Missionary	with	FOCUS;	and	still	later	a	member	
of	the	Parish	Council	by	appointment	at	Shrine	of	St.	Anne's	in	
Arvada,	 Colorado.	 If	 selected,	 I	 will	 bring	 my	 love	 for	 the	
Catholic	faith,	the	perspective	of	a	young	family,	and	any	ideas	
or	 concerns	 of	my	 fellow	parishioners	to	 the	 Council.	Thank	
you	for	your		prayerful	consideration.	
	
What	Father	Matthew	says:	As	the	one	of	our	several	young	
Overbrook	Farms	families	taking	the	baton	from	the	previous	
generations,	 the	 Gasiewski	 family	 represents	 present	 and	
future	Catholics.	Ed	could	bring	keen	insight	to	our	parish	as	it	
moves	to	the	future.	
	
 

Alexander	Gross	Age:	36	
	
About	 me:	 Born	 in	 the	 Roxborough	
neighborhood,	 I	 attended	 12	 years	 of	
Catholic	 school	 in	 Philadelphia.	 After	
many	 years	 spent	 removed	 from	 the	
Church,	 I	 gradually	 found	 my	 way	 back	
through	 loved	 ones,	 community,	 and	

working	at	The	Miraculous	Medal	Shrine	in	Germantown.		
Restoring	 my	 relationship	 with	 Christ	 and	 growing	 my	

understanding	of	 the	Faith,	 I	was	able	 to	effectively	pair	my	
15+	 years	 of	 experience	 in	 Digital	 Media	 Production	 with	
Catholic	evangelization,	finding	a	true	calling	in	Catholic	media	
development.	I	believe	my	communication	skills	and	creativity	
would	be	an	asset	to	the	Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	Pastoral	Council.		
	
What	 Father	 Matthew	 says:	 Alex	 would	 bring	 youth,	
professional	 experience,	 and	 widespread	 connections	 to	
pastoral	council.	

John	S.	Kenneh	 Age	68 
	
About	me:	My	family	joined	Our	Lady	of	
Lourdes	 parish	 in	 2010	 making	 it	 our	
spiritual	 home.	 I	 am	 currently	 a	 lector,	
predominantly	at	the	8am	Sunday	Mass.	
I	am	willing	to	serve	as	a	member	of	the	
Parish	Pastoral	Council	to	aid	the	clergy.	

I	believe	that	council	members	would	shoulder	their	share	in	
the	service	of	the	parish	community	as	deemed	necessary	by	
the	pastor.	If	I	am	chosen,	with	God’s	blessings,	I’ll	serve	with	
all	in	me.	Thanks	for	the	honor	to	be	nominated.	

	
What	Father	Matthew	says:	 I	knew	John	from	my	previous	
service	in	the	parish.	I	find	him	to	be	a	dedicated	family	man	
whose	 international	 experiences	 bring	 an	 important	 global	
perspective.	
	
	

Anna	Lotte	 Age	73	
	

About	 me:	 	 I	 worked	 34-years	 for	 a	
defense	 contractor	 with	 numerous	
international	 travel	 assignments.	 It	 was	
time	for	a	major	change	in	2012.	It	was	an	
easy	decision	to	move	to	the	Philadelphia	
area	near	my	son	and	his	family.	The	Latin	

Mass	drew	me	to	Lourdes,	but	the	reverence	with	which	the	
Mercedarians	offered	all	of	 the	Masses,	and	 the	warmth	and	
faithfulness	of	 the	 families	 I	met	each	week	made	me	feel	at	
home	joining	the	parish.	Now,	I	spend	most	of	my	time	trying	
to	dote	on	my	grandchildren,	but	would	like	this	opportunity	
to	help	represent	my	fellow	parishioners	and	be	of	service	to	
Our	Lady	of	Lourdes,	which	is	a	true	jewel.	
	
What	Father	Matthew	says:	 I	met	Anna	upon	my	return	to	
Our	Lady	of	Lourdes	in	January.	She	is	a	trusted	volunteer	who	
has	been	a	great	asset	in	assisting	our	staff—especially	in	the	
time	of	the	chaos	of	moving	the	parish	center.	Anna’s	kind	and	
gentle	 demeanor,	 her	 love	 of	 our	 Catholic	 faith,	 and	 her	 life	
wisdom	would	serve	us	well. 
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