
FAMILY STORY 26 

This family has experienced a lot of change over the course of the past four months as they fled their home 
country of Honduras and walked to the United States. When they arrived, the parents were arrested and the 
family was separated. The children were kept in cages or cells and fell ill until the family was admitted into the 
country.  
 
While their asylum request is being processed they are being allowed to stay and work in the U.S. The parents 
continue to look for work, but the family has been going without the basics such as clothing, furniture and 
transportation.  
 
The Giving Tree gives this family an opportunity to begin a new life in their new country this Christmas season. 
They expressed their gratitude to the Catholic Church for the program.  

FAMILY STORY 34 

Medical bills and a recent death have left one mother and child in need this Christmas season. 
 
A single mother is struggling to keep a roof over her family’s head after her fiancé passed away and the child’s 
father disappeared from their lives. She works long hours at her current job while she searches for another in 
order to keep her son in a good school district. These long hours force her to miss time with her son, as she is 
unable to attend her son’s baseball games, eat dinner with him or help him with his homework.  
 

She currently shares a room with her son, and asks for a mattress and pillows so she can have her own room.  

“It’s Christmas every time 

you let God love others 

through you. . . yes, it is 

Christmas every time you 

smile at another and offer 

them your hand.” 

-Saint Teresa of Calcutta  

S 
ince 1985, the Giving Tree has been Holy Family’s annual Advent project. The mission of the 
Giving Tree is to help needy Northland families during the holiday season. To identify needy 
families, our committee works with local school counselors and school social workers. We also 
receive referrals from parishioners, the parish staff and inquiries from families themselves. This 

year we will be providing gifts for approximately 38 families, as well as providing gifts for 25 children 
identified through Catholic Charities’ Shining Star program.  

 

The stories of the families receiving gifts from Holy Family’s Giving Tree are all unique. Read below to 
learn more about the families the parish will be helping this Christmas.  



FAMILY STORY 21 

This family currently lives in a hotel in North Kansas City and is hoping to find a permanent home 
soon.  

FAMILY STORY 14 

A large, blended family is in need this Christmas as the father is the only one able to work. The father 
was shocked to learn that their entire family would be receiving gifts this year, including himself and 
his wife. He noted that he had not had a Christmas since he was 14 years old and was incredibly 
thankful for the Giving Tree program. 

FAMILY STORY 12 

A woman who is being evicted from her home does not have a place to go once she is kicked out. 
There is a possibility she will stay in someone’s basement. 

FAMILY STORY 24 

This family lives paycheck to paycheck and recently fell on hard times when bills piled up. A their car 
broke down and the father’s back gave out, they got behind on bills and received a shut off notice 
for their utilities.  

 

The family said they were grateful to be getting help with Christmas for their son as they never get 
the chance to buy new things. While they typically only shop at Goodwill and thrift stores, they are 
grateful for what they have.  

FAMILY STORY 7 

Money is tight for a family of eight from Mexico, but they make living the sacraments a priority in 
their lives.  

 

The father is the only one able to work and the mother stays home to take care of their six children. 
While they have gone through difficult times as a family, they try to live life with the joy of knowing 
they are cared for and loved by an all-loving and merciful God. They said they see the Giving Tree 
program as one of many direct signs that God cares for them.  

 

This family lives the sacraments and workS for their church. For the last two years, the mother and 
two daughters lead a choir at their parish with borrowed instruments. 



FAMILY STORY 16 

Recent years have brought struggles for this family’s children. The 13-year-old child had brain surgery at the 
age of nine and the14-year-old brother was hospitalized for mental issues at the end of October. Their 17-
year-old sister is pregnant and is without transportation after a recent wreck. They are unable to get help from 
the father of some of the children as he is  currently in jail.  

FAMILY STORY 47 

The parents of this family are struggling to keep their head above water and were afraid they would not be 
able to provide a Christmas for their children. After being told they would receive gifts not only for their chil-
dren, but also themselves, they were incredibly thankful for the Giving Tree program.  

“It’s Christmas every time 

you let God love others 

through you. . . yes, it is 

Christmas every time you 

smile at another and offer 

them your hand.” 

-Saint Teresa of Calcutta  

S 
ince 1985, the Giving Tree has been Holy Family’s annual Advent project. The mission of the 
Giving Tree is to help needy Northland families during the holiday season. To identify needy 
families, our committee works with local school counselors and school social workers. We also 
receive referrals from parishioners, the parish staff and inquiries from families themselves. This 

year we will be providing gifts for approximately 38 families, as well as providing gifts for 25 children 
identified through Catholic Charities’ Shining Star program.  

 

The stories of the families receiving gifts from Holy Family’s Giving Tree are all unique. Read below to 
learn more about the families the parish will be helping this Christmas.  

FAMILY STORY 3 

A house fire left this family homeless for six weeks. They now live in a mobile home, but are in need of a bed 
for their nine-year-old so they won’t have to sleep on an air mattress anymore. Specifically, they asked for a 
chair that folds out into a twin mattress.   
 
The family also asked for prayers as the mother battled breast cancer and will be having reconstructive 
surgery on December 4. 



FAMILY STORY 5 

A knee injury that left a mother unable to work for the past year and is impacting this family’s ability 
to celebrate the holiday season. This injury has only allowed her to receive half of her regular pay, 
but she said she believes that God has gotten her family through their struggles and has performed 
several miracles along the way. 

FAMILY STORY 19 

This family has a newborn baby who was born prematurely. Thankfully, she is now up to five pounds 
and her family is very happy with her progress!  

FAMILY STORY 17 

The mother of this family struggled with addiction but has now been clean for six years! She and her 
husband are raising their three young girls and share their home with the mother’s mother.  

FAMILY STORY 37 

This family has five children, all under the age of seven. One of their daughters suffers from heart 
failure, which caused her to have several strokes and be hospitalized for several months. She is now 
recovering and is undergoing intense therapy to relearn how to walk and talk. 

 

While the financial and emotional burden the daughter’s illness has taken on the family has been 
immense, the young mother of five has chosen to focus on the good in every day and keeps a 
positive attitude through it all.  

FAMILY STORY 6 

After her divorce five years ago, a single mother went back to school and now works seven days a 
week to keep her family afloat. While the children’s father does not pay child support, she credits her 
loving school community with making a huge difference in their lives.  

 

In spite of the family’s struggles, the oldest son received an academic scholarship for engineering at 
Benedictine College. 


