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Letter from the Pastor

Dear Family of St. Mark,

We, as members of the staff and administration of St. Mark, are truly happy to present to you this great guide book and 
directory. This annual parish guide book will show that, in the city of Gonzales, we are a growing faith community extending 
a warm welcome to each and everyone who desires to worship the one true God. Progress and development have been here 
in the life and activity of St. Mark Church since July 17, 1973. I do recognize the unselfish combined efforts, with the sincere 
prayers and sacrifices of so many people: Bishops, Priests, Deacons, and the faithful who have formed a community of faith, 
a community of love, and a family of God’s children.

The ministries and organization of this great parish offer essential opportunities to participate in the Catholic Christian way 
of life. This communication booklet will help you become more aware of all our ministries and invite you to become more 
involved by signing up for one or two ministries in our parish. Grafting is a process we always experience in the Church, 
especially during the season of Easter, as well as when new families arrive in our home town giving us an opportunity to 
welcome and introduce them to the church and ministries. Ministry provides us with the opportunity to communicate in 
warm and loving friendship.

As you browse through the book, you will get a bird’s eye view of St. Mark Catholic Church. As we promote unity within 
our parish, we are sure to experience God’s love in our lives. Everyone has a special duty to offer his/her good stewardship 
of prayer, finance, and ministry. You are gifted in many and manifold ways. Let the variety of talents come together to offer 
praise and glory to God. May everyone who encounters St. Mark, as parishioners or guests, enjoy true happiness, good 
health, and His peace.

I wish to extend my appreciation to all those who have advertised through this guide book. I encourage all parishioners to 
patronize these businesses who support our parish and encourage others to do likewise.

I rejoice with you, as together, we celebrate with much gratitude to God, who has bestowed upon us His rich blessings. We, 
having gone through the flood of 2016, as a family, know we can face the future with confidence, optimism and full trust in 
God’s love for us all and our love for Him and for one another. While reviewing this book, keep your fellow parishioners in 
your prayers and support each other in loving kindness. Beginning July 17, 2017 we ask you to join us in preparations for 
our 45th Jubilee to be celebrated on July 17th, 2018. 

With profound gratitude, the parish staff, ministry chairpersons, and I offer our sincere congratulations on your 
accomplishments in the service of the Lord and each other. May your dedication, support and total commitment continue to 
grow in your love for our Catholic faith.

God be with you.

Fr. Rubin Reynolds
Pastor
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Parish Staff
Pastor .......................................................Rev. Rubin Reynolds 
 prrub07@yahoo.com
Administrative Assistant .................................. Sandy Dardeau 
 stmarkoff@eatel.net
Administrative Assistant ........................................Lynn Dodge 
 stmarkeoa@eatel.net
Bookkeeper & MDO Director .....................Renae Schexnaydre 
 stmarkbooks@eatel.net
Business Manager ...................................... Heather Melancon 
 stmarkmgr@eatel.net
Director of Christian Formation ............................ Mary Kruse 
 stmarkpsr@eatel.net
Maintenance Supervisor ....................................Ronald Duhon 
 stmarkmaint@eatel.net
Mother’s Day Out, Assist. Director .........................Vicki Poche 
 stmarkmdo@eatel.net
Liturgical Coordinator ..........................................Cecile Haley 
 stmarklit@eatel.net
PSR Secretary & Emer. Assistance .................... Sharon Buquoi 
 stmarkps@eatel.net

Parish Telephone Numbers
Office ............................................................. (225) 647-8461
Fax  ................................................................ (225) 647-5125

Parish E-mail and Website
E-mail ..........................................................stmark@eatel.net
Website ............................................www.stmarkgonzales.org
Facebook Page ..................................St. Mark Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Daily Mass .................... 8:30 a.m. Monday, Wednesday-Friday
Communion Service ....................................8:30 a.m. Tuesday
Saturday Vigil Mass .................................................. 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass times.............................8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday ..........................................................3:00-3:30 p.m.
Daily (except Tuesday) ..................................... 8:15-8:30 a.m.

Parish Registration
Parish membership is open to all Catholics who reside within 
the territory of St. Mark Church Parish and other Catholics 
who obtain permission from their respective local Pastor. If you 
are unsure which local Pastor you should receive permission 
from, please call the parish office and someone can assist you. 
Registration at St. Mark involves the completion of a parish 
registration form. New parishioners are asked to come by 
the parish office to complete a registration form, or you may 
download a registration form from our parish website, or you 
may call the parish office and one will be mailed to you.

Sacrament of Matrimony
Couples planning to be married are required to contact the 
parish office at least six months prior to their planned wedding 
date. No wedding date can be set before the initial preparatory 
meeting with the Pastor. Preparation is required prior to the 
wedding. Please contact the parish office for more details.

Sacrament of Baptism
Parents wishing to have their child baptized must complete 
baptismal preparation prior to the date of baptism. Baptisms 
are celebrated on the first Sunday of the month after the 
11:00 a.m. Mass. Please contact the parish office during the 
early days of pregnancy for details on baptism preparation. 
Sponsors for Baptism must be baptized, confirmed and 
practicing Catholics. Please consult with the parish office 
before choosing sponsors and/or Christian witnesses 
concerning requirements for these roles. The baptismal 
packet can be downloaded from the Parish website.

Interested in Joining the Catholic Faith?
Sessions are held each Wednesday evening at 6:00 p.m. for 
those adults who are not yet baptized or baptized in another 
Christian faith who may be interested in joining the Catholic 
faith. The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is a 
process of conversion which leads to the initiation sacraments 
of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation. If interested, please 
call the parish office for more information.

Christian Burial
Families should contact the parish office as soon as possible 
prior to making other funeral arrangements.

Pastoral Care of the Sick
Emergency calls are made immediately. Communion 
is brought to the homebound by one of the Eucharistic 
ministers each weekend. Families are asked to contact the 
parish office to make arrangements for communion to the 
homebound. Please contact the parish office in regards to 
those who are seriously ill or hospitalized.

Religious Education
Our Parish School of Religion (PSR) provides religious 
education and Sacramental preparation for students 
attending public or non-Catholic private schools, grades 
1-11. Classes are held each summer for grades 1-8. Classes 
for high school begin in the fall. Other adult education 
programs and classes are held during the year. Contact the 
parish office for more details.
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St. Mark Time Line
July 17, 1973 Canonical date of birth of St. Mark Parish
July 25, 1973 First Pastor, Fr. Clarence Waguespack, 
 the Parish Council and the Finance 
 Committee were formed.
August 5, 1973 The first issue of the “Parish News” 
 was published.
November 11, 1974 Second pastor, Fr. Michael Collins
December 7, 1975 The rectory was completed and the 
 Church was dedicated and opened.
December 1, 1976 Third pastor, Fr. Herculan DeMaria
July 9, 1978 The new parish hall was dedicated
 and opened.
July 10, 1978 The blessing and dedication of the 
 St. Mark statue.
September 28, 1981 The first phase of the CCD/PSR 
 building was completed.
March 27, 1982 The Grotto of our Lady of Lourdes was 
 dedicated, and the garden was built 
 around the shrine in 1993.
July 23, 1983 The mortgage of the entire debt of the 
 parish was burned.
December 14, 1985 The new Administration Building was 
 dedicated.
January 16, 1988 The second and final phase of the 
 CCD/PSR building was dedicated 
 and opened.
November 17, 1991 The Fr. DeMaria Activity Center was 
 dedicated and opened.
April 5, 1992 The Daily/Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
 was blessed.
March 28, 1993 Perpetual Adoration began.
September 24, 1996 The library (Fr. Waguespack Conference
 Room) was blessed and dedicated.
September 24, 1996 The Monument to the Unborn was 
 blessed.
February 25, 1996 The Hill of Calvary, the Shrine of the 
 Pieta and the Tomb were blessed and 
 dedicated.
July 21, 2000 Fourth Pastor, Fr. Joel LaBauve
August, 2001 The Parish Commission structure 
 expanded to include Parish Council 
 and five commissions.
March, 2002 Purchased the Parish Bus
Fall, 2002 PSR office/walkway addition
May 31, 2004 The Parish Ministry plan was completed.
July 29, 2005 The long term Parish Facilities plan 
 completed.
December 21, 2005 East Ascension/East Iberville Catholic 
 School Partnership signed
May 3, 2009 The Re-dedication of the newly 
 expanded Fr. DeMaria Activity Center
August 23, 2009 Fifth Pastor Fr. Rubin Reynolds
April 19, 2011 The selling of the right of way, on 
 Roddy Road, to the Parish of Ascension.
May 20-22, 2011 1st Annual ‘Light Lane Festival’
July 17, 2012 Began a year of prayer and reflection 
 on the history of our parish in 
 preparation of the 40th Anniversary of 
 the parish of St. Mark.
March 28, 2013 Adoration Chapel is 20 years old.
July 6, 2013  Bishop Muench celebrated our 40th 
 Anniversary Liturgy

May 10, 2014 Re-opening of our renovated Grotto
July 2015 The Hill of Calvary meditation benches 
 installed 
July 4, 2015  Blessing of the first Memorial Wall   
 Plaque
September 6, 2016 Mother’s Day Out program established
December 11, 2016 Bishop Muench celebrated the 
 Re-dedication of the renovated 
 St. Mark Church
 

Administration and 
Pastoral Services

Parish Council
The Parish Council serves in a consultative capacity 
to assist the Pastor, primarily with parish planning 
and evaluation, and, secondarily, with miscellaneous 
administrative matters. Voting membership consists 
of seven members elected at-large, the chairperson of 
the Finance Commission ex-officio, and two members 
appointed by the Pastor. Members must be eighteen 
years of age or older and registered in the parish at 
least one year. Each elected member serves a two (2) 
year term. Elections are conducted on the second or 
third Sunday in June each year.

Finance Council
The Finance Council serves in an advisory capacity to the 
Pastor on matters of finance and budget. The primary 
activity of this commission is to provide guidance to the 
Parish Council through recommendations on financial, 
budgetary, and investment matters in reaction to 
financial situations encountered by the Church. Members 
and the chairperson are appointed by the Pastor, after 
consultation with the Parish Council.

Building and Maintenance Commission
The Commission’s purpose is to advise the Pastor on the 
planning and initiation of capital improvement projects 
for the parish, procedures for regular maintenance of 
facilities, grounds, and immovable assets owned by the 
parish. The Commission works closely with the parish 
maintenance supervisor in assuring proper monitoring of 
contractors and volunteers in the carrying out of parish 
building and maintenance projects.

Membership
Membership on the Commission is by appointment of the 
Pastor, and volunteers who wish to serve are encouraged 
to make this wish known. The Chairperson of the 
Commission is a member of the Parish Council, appointed 
by vote of the Council, with approval of the Pastor.
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David H Wilcox Ins Agcy Inc

David Wilcox, Agent
1214 E Cornerview St
Gonzales, LA 70737
Bus: 225-647-6518

We all feel the same commitment 

to care for our families. Helping 

you meet your insurance needs is 

part of my commitment to 

you. Like a good neighbor, 

State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.
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Ministries and 
Organizations of the Church

Adult Bible Study
Adult scripture studies are currently held periodically in 
the parish. Watch the Parish Bulletin for time and place.

Adult Education
As Catholic Christians we are called to continue growing 
in our faith through on-going formation. Here at St. Mark 
our Adult Enrichment Program offers many opportunities 
for parishioners to learn more about and deepen their 
Catholic faith. Parish School of Religion catechists are 
encouraged to participate in formation programs such 
as: Bible studies, workshops and conferences to gain a 
better understanding of their faith and to earn Diocesan 
teacher certification credits. Ministry and Theology (MAT) 
classes are offered through the diocese and are held at the 
Catholic Life Center as well as in different parishes and are 
open to anyone. MAT classes focus on prayer, scripture, 
morality and the sacraments. Workshops on marriage 
enrichment and social justice have also been offered 
at St. Mark. For more information about educational 
opportunities available in the parish and on the diocesan 
level, please call the parish office.

Altar Servers
Altar Servers assist the priest in Eucharistic Celebrations 
as well as other special services during the year. This 
ministry welcomes boys and girls of our parish who are 
entering the fourth grade or older. Altar Servers usually 
serve on a rotating schedule at the Mass their parents 
normally attend. Training classes are required. Adult 
advisors are always needed.

Altar Society
This Society is a parish organization open to adult 
members of St. Mark. The purpose of the society is 
to promote spiritual unity and well-being among the 
members of the society and other members of the parish 
through prayer, good example and humanitarian work. 
The members perform such special work as requested 
by the pastor. The Altar Society meets on the second 
Thursday morning of each month.

Art and Environment Committee
Members of this committee work in cooperation with 
the Evangelization and Worship Commission in planning 
decoration and arrangement of worship space in Church 
for annual liturgical seasons and special celebrations, 
such as Easter, Christmas, and Confirmation. Volunteers 
are needed to help with creative ideas and planning. 
Members also assist by tending to the plants on a weekly 
basis, making liturgical banners and taking part in 
various sewing projects for the Church. Parishioners of all 
ages are welcome to work with this committee.

Assist the Chairperson for Parish Banquets/Events
The Hospitality Ministry hosts banquets, receptions, and 
socials such as: those following Confirmation, Graduation 
Mass, Honor Marriage and if needed, set up refreshments 
for special events. Volunteers are needed who can be called 
upon periodically to help set up, serve and pick up for the 
scheduled event. The ministry chairperson will coordinate 
the groups and make contact when an event is scheduled.

Babysitting Coordinator
The coordinator will assist the parish staff by contacting 
those on a volunteer list for scheduling for a particular 
event and time.

Babysitting Ministry
We need adults who can provide babysitting and child care 
services during daytime or evening parish meetings such 
as Bible study, small faith, parish mission, etc. Services 
can be on a rotating basis or only once or twice a year as 
your schedule allows. Those who volunteer to serve in this 
ministry will be meeting a great need!

Blue Army Group
Parishioners gather each Tuesday after the 8:30 a.m. 
Mass in the Fr. Waguespack Conference Room to pray for 
the needs of our parish.

Buzzy Bees Maintenance
The buzzy bees maintenance ministry is made up of 
volunteer parishioners who willingly give of their time 
and talents toward the upkeep and maintenance of parish 
grounds and facilities. Some of the projects that are taken 
on by our volunteers are: electrical work, carpentry, 
painting, heating and a/c work, grounds work, general 
cleaning, and roof repairs.

Children’s Church 
Children who participate in this ministry have the 
opportunity to have fun while learning about God. Children’s 
Church is held every Sunday during the 9:30 a.m. Mass when 
school is in session. Children who are three years old through 
entry into second grade are eligible to attend. Children must 
be potty trained to participate in Children’s Church. 

Volunteers (18 and older) always welcome and 
needed! Volunteer teachers and aides help the children 
understand the Sunday readings in an age appropriate 
manner. Parents work together to provide this ministry. 
Parents, other adult volunteers and teenagers sign up 
to serve as teachers and aides on a rotating basis or 
for a few times a year according to your schedule. All 
materials are provided. Teens who volunteer can also 
earn service hours by helping in this ministry.

Disaster Response Volunteer
Disaster response volunteers are needed to assist in the 
event of any disaster. Volunteers help parishioners and 
the entire community to be well prepared for a disaster 
and to guide collaborative relief efforts in response to 
whatever calamity may occur.

Emergency Assistance for the Needy
This ministry is dedicated to providing personal care 
and service for those less fortunate in our community. 
Assistance to the needy is financed through donations 
to the Parish “Emergency Assistance Fund.” Requests 
are made through the parish office for assistance with 
food and utilities. A personal interview is held with each 
applicant, and assistance is provided on the basis of need 
and legitimacy of the applicant.

Ways to help in Emergency Assistance include:
• Food Donations
• Volunteer to organize food pantry
• Assist with Thanksgiving food baskets
• Assist with Christmas food baskets
• Assist with Christmas gifts
• Monetary Donations
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225.743.2000

Scott G. Petrie, M.D.
Board-Certifi ed

Orthopaedic Surgeon

Robert Moukarzel, M.D.
Board-Certifi ed
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Arthroscopy | Sports Medicine
Injuries & Disorders

Fractures, Sprains & Injury to:
• Shoulder, Elbow & Wrist
• Rotator Cuff 
• Spine & Hip
• Knee, Foot & Ankle
• Sports Injuries
• Arthroscopic Surgery
• Joint Replacement
• Workers’ Comp Injuries
• Arthritis
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Eucharistic Ministers
Eucharistic Ministers are those men and women who 
assist in the distribution of the Eucharist at all Eucharistic 
celebrations. Participation in this ministry is by invitation 
and at the initiation of the Pastor. Eucharistic Ministers are 
appointed by the Bishop upon the recommendation of the 
pastor, and serve for a period of three years. Eucharistic 
Ministers attend an orientation seminar upon acceptance. 

Fall Fest Committee
This committee plans, organizes and implements activities 
centered around families for the annual Fall Fest held at St. 
Mark each October. There are no requirements except that 
you bring your creative ideas and a willingness to work.

Fellowship Center
The Center is a fellowship of all area Churches that are 
interested in helping the needy in the civil parish. The 
Fellowship Center relies entirely on donations. Churches 
have parishioners that go and volunteer their time to 
help with all activities at the center, such as sorting and 
hanging up of the clothes that the center received, along 
with working in the store.

Funerals: 
Family Support and Sacramental Celebration

Volunteers are needed to cook, serve, and/or provide food 
and drink for parish families following the funeral of a 
deceased loved one. Jambalaya cooks are especially helpful 
in this regard. Others generously provide salads, desserts, 
vegetables, bread, and soft drinks on these occasions.

A Rosary Group ministry leads the rosary at the funeral 
home during visiting hours the night before the funeral 
of the parishioner. This ministry is open to all men and 
women of the parish.

Adult Altar Servers are needed to assist for the Funeral 
Mass or Memorial Service.

Healing Hearts
Everyone who loses a loved one or experiences a major 
transition in life may experience sadness, anger, and 
loneliness. The grief support group, Healing Hearts, 
provides a place where grieving people share their 
stories, and listen to others’ stories, including the story 
of God and his healing love.

Healing Hearts meets every second Monday of the month 
at 7:00 p.m. in the pavilion.

Homebound/Hospital Ministry
Volunteers in this ministry bring communion weekly to 
all our homebound parishioners. In bringing Communion 
to the homebound, the minister represents Christ and 
manifests faith and charity on behalf of the whole 
community toward those who cannot be present at the 
Eucharistic Celebration. For the sick the reception of 
Communion is not only a privilege but also a sign of 
support and concern shown by the Christian community 
for its members who are ill.

Kaycee Ladies Auxiliary
The Kaycee Ladies Auxiliary’s purpose is to assist and 
support the Knights of Columbus by promoting good 
fellowship and social activities. Some activities sponsored 
by the Ladies Auxiliary in conjunction with the Knights of 
Columbus are: Adopt an Angel Christmas Party for needy 
children of the area, Annual Drive for St. Vincent de Paul 
Shelters, Annual Parish Easter Egg Hunt, Food drive for 
parish pantry, and Dances/Socials. Support is also given 
to many parish sponsored activities as well. Membership 
is open to any female (18 years or older). Members may 
be Catholic or non-Catholic.

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic, family-oriented, 
fraternal organization of men. Members of the Knights of 
Columbus endeavor to set examples of Christian charity 
and promotion of Catholic values both in the Church 
parish and in the community. The Knights host the 
annual Tootsie Roll Drive, banquets to honor the local 
law enforcement, fire fighters, teachers, and promote 
vocations through RSVP. Any male over 18 years of age 
who is a practicing Catholic is eligible for membership.

Lector & Commentators
Members of this ministry are those who proclaim the 
Scripture readings at Mass on Sundays, holy days, 
and other special observances. Training sessions are 
required prior to beginning this ministry. Lectors and 
commentators are on a rotating schedule. Confirmed 
Catholics are eligible to serve in this ministry.

Marian Moms
Marian Moms is a group of Catholic home-school 
mothers, supporting each other on the road to holiness 
in Jesus through the blessed Mother Mary. Intermittent 
meetings provide an atmosphere for home-schooled 
children to interact with other children and moms 
discuss mothering issues and share ideas to incorporate 
the Catholic Faith in their home lives as well as their 
home-school lessons.

Moms & Tots
Moms and Tots is a group of mothers and caregivers along 
with their children that get together weekly to provide 
an opportunity for the children to play and mingle in 
an environment that is conducive to fun and positive 
feedback. Activities, field trips and parties are held 
monthly and are geared to the age groups of the children. 
Moms and Tots currently meet on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. in the Fr. DeMaria Activity Center.

Music Ministry
St. Mark is blessed with a wide array of musical talent. 
Musicians are needed to play various instruments, be a 
part of the choir at Mass, and lead the singing for the 
parishioners. Members of the different choirs generally 
practice before the Mass for which they are scheduled. 
The Adult Choir practices once a week, usually on 
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.

Office Angels
There are times when special assistance is needed to 
assist the parish staff with bulletin inserts, mail outs, and 
answering the telephone. Anyone willing to help is asked 
to call the parish office.
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Service is Our
Business

www.hebertsteel.com

39179 HWY. 74

GONZALES, LA 70737

225 644-5316

225 647-7869

225 291-2144

PH

PH

FX

Economy Brick Sales, Inc.

NEW • USED • ANTIQUE • MEXICAN
STUCCO • EXTERIOR INSULATION & FINISH SYSTEMS

Dean Millet
PH: (225) 647-5334 • FAX: (225) 647-5336

OFFICE ADDRESS:
505 N. EDENBORN STREET

GONZALES, LA 70707
P.O. BOX 129, GONZALES, LA 70707-0129

13580 Coursey Boulevard | Baton Rouge, LA
(225) 752-1199 | Monday-Saturday | 11am to 9pm

17535 Airline Highway | Prairieville, LA
(225) 450-3237 | Monday-Saturday | 11am to 9pm

Private dining available for up to 20 people.

two locations to serve you best

Authentic Louisiana Cooking

$5 Off
New Clients

Existing Clients refer
someone to receive

38501 Hwy 42 Ste B
225-673-1782

Welcome to our salon where you are treated
like the someone special that you are!

Angela Landry
Owner/Stylist

IN STYLE HAIR SALON

Established 1997
Prairieville
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Parish School of Religion (PSR)
St. Mark Parish School of Religion (PSR) supports 
parents in educating their children in the Catholic faith 
and helping them to live out that faith within a believing 
community. The objective of our PSR is that every child 
complete each year of the program with the religious 
knowledge appropriate to his/her age. Previously called 
CCD or Catechism, our PSR currently serves over 700 
students, 1st through eleventh grade.

Our PSR program provides opportunities for our children 
to grow in awareness of the presence of God in their 
lives through instruction, celebration of the sacraments, 
and by participating in liturgies and prayer services that 
are designed for the students. To coordinate a program 
of this size, much work has to be done and a lot of help 
is needed. We are grateful to the many workers who, by 
giving of their time and sharing their talents, contribute 
to the success of the program. Because religious 
education is the concern of all the parishioners, we ask 
everybody to pray for the success of our PSR program 
and also to get actively involved in helping in some way.
We need teachers, aides, babysitters, office workers 
(daytime and evening), volunteer coordinators, ground 
monitors and parking lot attendants. The PSR volunteers 
work under the supervision of the PSR principals. Mrs. 
Flory Reynolds is principal over grades 1st through 8th 
for both the Summer I, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon session and 
the Summer II, 1:00-5:00 p.m. session; and Mrs. Patricia 
Sanchez is principal over the High School PSR which is 
held one Sunday a month, starting in August, from 6:00 to 
8:30 p.m. St. Mark also offers a home school program for 
all grades. For more information, call the parish office and 
talk to the Director of Christian Formation.

Perpetual Adoration Chapel
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is the adoration of Jesus 
Christ present in the Holy Eucharist. In the Chapel of 
Adoration, the Eucharist is displayed in a special holder 
called a monstrance. People are asked to commit to one 
specific hour a week to pray and worship Jesus. Christ’s 
great love for us was shown when He was crucified on 
the cross to pay the penalty for our sins and offer us 
eternal life. Please consider an hour of thanks in return. 
Please call the parish office with the hour you have 
chosen. We need to know that Jesus has company 24/7.

Substitute adorers are also needed. They would be 
contacted occasionally to cover a particular hour. Hourly 
Coordinators serve as the contact person to call for a 
substitute adorer if the regular adorer has to miss his or 
her hour. They have a list of substitute adorers from which 
to call. Divisional Leaders oversee the Hourly Coordinators 
for their particular division. It takes many committed 
adorers to have a Perpetual Adoration Chapel, and we 
thank all those who participate in this ministry.

Prayer Line
The prayer line is made up of volunteers that are called on 
to pray for those in need. Those on the prayer line are called 
and given the information by one of the team members.

Respect for Life
Through this ministry, members are asked to promote 
respect for life and to work to bring about a greater 
awareness in regard to pro-life issues. Parishioners are 
encouraged to support family life, work toward an end to 
abortion, and to pray for the dignity and sanctity of life in 
all its stages from conception to natural death. Everyone 
is invited to join the fight for life. Respect for Life Ministry 
meets a few times a year. We start out with prayer, have a 
short meeting and develop a plan of action.

Resurrection Choir
Singers, pianists, and other musicians are always needed 
for the Resurrection choir, an inter-parish musical group 
who provide liturgical music, as requested, for funerals 
held at St. Mark and other area Catholic Churches.

Sacrament Preparation Ministries:
Baptism: Parental Preparation and Sacramental 
Celebration

The Baptism ministry consists of a group of parishioners 
who conduct the monthly Baptism Seminar for parents 
and those who assist with the celebration of Baptism 
on the first Sunday of the month at 11:00 a.m. Mass. 
Emphasis is placed on reflection on the parents’ desires 
for their children and the role of the godparents. 
Participants are given a walk through the Rite of Baptism 
including the symbols used in celebrating the sacrament.

Marriage: Couple Preparation and Sacramental 
Celebration

Happily and validly married couples are needed to serve 
as sponsor couples for those preparing for marriage. 
Sponsor couples are offered orientation and training 
so they may assist the prospective bride and groom in 
preparing their wedding liturgy. The sponsor couple then 
conducts the wedding rehearsal in accord with parish 
policies and the choices of the couple to be married.

RCIA for Children
The RCIA process is one of conversion which leads 
to receiving the initiation sacraments of Baptism, 
Reconciliation and Eucharist. Materials are provided 
for use by teachers, substitutes, or aides to work with a 
small number of children who have entered the religious 
education process later than first grade. The individual 
child is brought through the material he/she has missed 
by late entry into the program so that he/she may join 
his/her regular class in parish school of religion the 
following year. This program runs concurrently with the 
summer PSR classes. 
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ABOUT US:
 Dr. Hollis is a Board Certified 
Specialist in Orthodontics for 
Children and Adults.  He is  mar-
ried to Celeste Parent Hollis.  They 
were married at St. Mark Catholic 
Church and  have four children.  
With only two locations, th r 
office hours are more conven ent 
for most patients.  With  a new 
state of the art office,  they 
encourage parents to come back 
with their children in their 
semi-private treatment areas.  
Their goal is to treat all of their 
patients like family and friends.  
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Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
The RCIA process is one of conversion which leads to 
receiving the initiation sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, 
and Confirmation. RCIA is open to all those who have 
never been baptized and adults baptized in another 
Christian faith who wish to become members of the 
Catholic Church. Classes are also open to Catholic adults 
who have not yet received the other initiation sacraments 
of Eucharist and Confirmation, and those who have not 
yet received any Catholic instruction. Classes are held 
on Wednesday evenings beginning in September of each 
year. Team members include parishioners who wish to be 
catechists, sponsors, and general support personnel.

Sacramental Preparation for Children and Youth
The parish of St. Mark conducts special sacramental 
preparation sessions each year for children preparing 
for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist, as well as 
for youth preparing for the sacrament of Confirmation. 
These sessions involve students from both our parish 
school of religion and the various Catholic schools which 
serve our parishioners. These sessions are designed 
to form a community among the candidates rather 
than provide educational information concerning the 
sacraments. The latter is provided through the PSR and 
Catholic schools religion programs.

Greeters, hospitality coordinators, session leaders (e.g., 
crafts, music, games, art, etc.), and section guides to lead 
the children from one station to the other are needed for 
these programs. Two sessions precede the celebration 
of First Reconciliation in the Fall, two sessions for First 
Eucharist are scheduled in the Spring, and three sessions 
for Confirmation candidates.

Senior Citizen Ministry
This Ministry provides our senior citizens with 
opportunities to engage in fellowship with and support 
one another, to keep those elders who can no longer 
actively participate in Church life and activities in 
touch with other parishioners, and to foster interaction 
between the youth and the elders of the Church. 
Committees plan different activities, such as reciting the 
rosary in French, health and wellness activities such as 
55 Alive driving course, and special trips.

Small Faith Communities (SFC)
There is a small faith group that meets the first 
Wednesday of every month at 10:00 a.m. in the 
pavilion. Small faith communities allow parishioners 
the opportunity to gather in groups to share prayer and 
scripture as a means of deepening their faith. “We are 
the Church making Jesus present through fellowship, 
worship, formation and service.” Small faith groups offer 
a practical way to live as Church. The ideal group is 8-12 
people meeting weekly over a 6-8 week time span, at 
times accommodating the work and family schedules of 
its members. Call the parish office if you are interested in 
attending or hosting a small faith group.

St. Mark Light Lane Festival and Planning Committee
The St. Mark Light Lane Festival provides a means to bring 
the community of St. Mark together in fellowship, to extend 
an open invitation to the greater community surrounding 
St. Mark, and to raise needed funds for planned building 
projects. Volunteers are needed for various job positions 
before, during and after the fair, such as: planning and/or 
coordinating events, building and breaking down booth and 
barricades on the fair grounds, parking attendants, food 
preparation, working game and ticket booths. Your help 
with this event is most appreciated. 

St. Matthew Guild
The St. Matthew Guild consists of teams who sort the 
contribution envelopes, count the money, and make 
the deposit weekly. At any time you may express your 
interest in this ministry to the Pastor.

Ushers Society
The Ushers are men and women 18 years or older, whose 
purpose is to maintain order in and about the Church, 
aid in seating the congregation, collect the offerings, and 
direct communion lines. They assist the Pastor in any 
work he may designate pertaining to the physical and 
spiritual advancement of the Church.

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
Vacation Bible School is a fun filled week in which children 
learn more about God’s love and how to live as Jesus taught 
us. It is scheduled for one week each summer, usually the 
second week in July. Children age 4 through 10 attend 
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. A VBS 
Mass is always held the Sunday after VBS ends.

Adult and teen volunteers are needed to assist the children 
with their activities. Our Program consists of several 
stations which include; singing, science/crafts, Bible story 
time, games, video theater time and snack time. Every 
year we have a service project to aid those in need.

Welcome Committee
The main goal of the committee is to greet parishioners 
as they arrive at Mass on Sundays and to invite new 
guests to visit our parish office to register. If you are 
willing, home visits can be made to inform new members 
of the different ministries available to them. All adult 
parishioners are eligible.

Young Adult Ministry (YAM)
Single and/or married faith-sharing young adults, ages 
18-35, are invited to join the Young Adult Ministry. 
Experience a personal relationship with the Lord through 
spiritual growth, fellowship, support and opportunities to 
serve together with other Catholic young adults.

Youth Choir
Students in the first through eighth grade are invited to 
sing in a special youth choir. This group generally has 
one practice and sings at one Mass each month under the 
supervision of the choir director.
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A PET SALON

PET PLANET USA

14115 HWY 44 • GONZALES, LA • 644-2636 • 744-2636
Mon-Sat: 7:30-6 • Sun: 11-5

Pet Boarding • Grooming and Supplies

Fish • Corals • Birds • Reptiles • Small Furry Pets

Bring in this Ad and Receive $5 Off  

Your $35 Purchase!

Support Your Local Business!

Roland J. Robert Distributor, Inc.
Offi  ce (225) 473-7778 • Fax (225) 473-1197

5423 Hwy. 44 • Gonzales, LA 70737

a s c e n s i o n f u n e r a l . c o m

(225) 647-8463
426 West New River St. 
Gonzales, LA  70737

Our family serving yours.

Walter “Pete” Cole II  
Funeral Director

Deidra Cole
Administrator

Say it with Flowers!

225-647-4979
822 North Felix Street

Gonzales, LA 70737

www.ratcliff sfl orist.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

ESTABLISHED 1962 • FULL LINE PEST CONTROL • SERVICE & TERMITE CONTROL
PRE-CONSTRUCTION TREATMENTS • TERMITE DAMAGE PROTECTION PLANS

CONVENTIONAL FHA & VA INSPECTIONS • TERMITE CERTIFICATIONS

SERVING SOUTH LOUISIANA
www.cottonspest.com

644-8633FAX 644-5620
TOLL FREE: 1-800-505-7776

12366 HWY. 44
GONZALES, LA 70737

Home of 3 World Champion Cooks
Take-Out Orders or Eat-In

622-3543
44014 Highway 431-A ~ St. Amant 12516 Highway 431, Saint Amant, LA 70774
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Youth Ministries
 Primary Youth Group 

The purpose of this ministry is to provide the youth 
a chance to share fellowship and have fun in a safe 
environment. This group is for children who are in 
second and third grades. 

 Junior Youth Group 
The purpose of this ministry is to provide an environment 
for fellowship, community service and spiritual growth 
for the junior youth of our parish. The ministry is 
open to all students who have entered the 4th grade. 
Participation in the Junior Youth Group will end when 
a student begins 8th grade, at which time they may 
transition to the Senior Youth Group. 

JYG members participate in many different activities 
such as: bowling, ice skating, roller skating and dances. 
Spiritually enriching activities include an annual 
retreat. Many community service activities are also 
part of this ministry, which include helping with Fall 
Fest, face painting at the annual Easter Egg Hunt, and 
helping in parish work days. Traditionally the group 
celebrates the closing of each year with a camping trip. 
Parents and other adults are needed as advisors and 
chaperones in this ministry.

 Senior Youth Group 
The purpose of the group is to provide opportunities for 
teens to interact with peers, their St. Mark parish family, 
and our local community. This is accomplished through:

• Service Projects - such as helping with parish 
activities, St. Mark Fall Fest, and the Light Lane 
Festival. Meetings are typically scheduled twice a 
month on Sunday at 6:30 p.m..

• ** Worship Events - World Youth Day, Diocesan 
Youth Conference, Abbey Fest, and Steubenville 
South Retreat **

 The St. Mark Senior Youth Group is open to all students 
who are in 9th through 12th grade. Participation must 
end whenever the fi rst of these is reached: 20 years of age 
or actual completion of 12th grade. Adults are always 
needed as advisors and chaperones in this ministry.
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Indoor Air Quality Specialist

17316 Highway 44 www.mobileairinc.com

1-800-888-6353 Local 225-622-2212

Parish Benefactors

Ascension Body 
& Paint Shop

2645 S. Hodgeson Ave. • Gonzales, LA 
Corner of Hwy 30 & Purpera

647-9630

Marchand’s
Interior & Hardware

214 N. Alexander ~ Gonzales
(225) 647-4076

www.marchands.net

Tureau’s Grocery
4446 Highway 431

St. Amant
(225) 622-4094
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St. Mark Catholic Church Ministry Sign-Up 
 

 I promise, to the best of my ability, to use my God-given talent,  
time and energy to serve the common good of my community  

by participating in the ministry of Christ and his Church.  
Name: __________________________ Phone: __________________________________  
 
Address:__________________________________________________________________  

 
E-Mail: __________________________________________________________________  

 
 

Administration Education _____ Musician 
_____ Building Committee _____ Adult Education _____ Resurrection Choir 
_____ Disaster Response _____ Children’s Church _____ Sacristan 
_____ Finance Council _____ Sacrament Prep _____ Senior Cit. (55+) 
_____ Maintenance _____ PSR Assistant _____ Small Faith Group 
_____ Office Angel _____ PSR Teacher _____ Ushers 
_____ Parish Council _____ RCIA for Children  
_____ St. Matthew Guild _____ RCIA Team Social Responsibility 
 _____ Vacation Bible School _____ Christmas Food 

Community Life _____ Primary Youth (2nd & 3rd) _____ Christmas Gifts 
_____ Boy Scouts _____ Junior Youth (4th – 8th) _____ Funeral Cook 
_____ Cub Scouts _____ Senior Youth (9th – 12th) _____ Funeral Meals 
_____ Family Day  _____ Funeral Server 
_____ KC Ladies Auxiliary Evangelization _____ Healing Hearts 
_____ Knights of Columbus _____ Adoration Chapel _____ Home Bound 
_____ Marian Moms _____ Altar Server _____ Hospital Minister 
_____ Moms & Tots _____ Art & Environment _____ Pantry Volunteer 
_____ Parish Events _____ Babysitting _____ Prayer Line 
_____ Parish Fair _____ Blue Army _____ Thanksgiving Baskets 
_____ Respect Life _____ Choir  
_____ Welcome Committee _____ Eucharistic Minister  
 _____ Lector/Commentator  
 _____ Liturgy Planning  
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