Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton (1774-1821)
January 4
Though her liturgical designation is “Religious,”
Elizabeth Seton, her feast-day prayer reminds us, was also
wife, mother, educator, foundress. Born into a wealthy
Episcopalian family, Elizabeth married William Seton,
whose untimely death in Italy where the young family
sought healing for William’s tuberculosis, left her, at
twenty-nine, a widow with five children. Inspired by the
faith and charity of the Italian family with whom they
stayed, Elizabeth embraced Catholicism despite her
family’s disowning her and ceasing financial support.
This woman of many firsts (and several vocations!)
opened the first free Catholic school, beginning the
American Catholic educational system, and founded the
first American religious community for women, the
Sisters of Charity. The tuberculosis that claimed her
husband took also her oldest and youngest daughters and,
finally, at just forty-seven, Elizabeth herself. Another
first: in 1975 she was canonized the first native-born
American saint. Once asked to summarize her spirituality,
she replied: “Faith lifts the staggering soul on one side,
hope supports it on the other, experience says it must be,
and love says let it be!”
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Readings for the Week
Monday:

1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday:

1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday:

1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;
Mk 6:45-52

Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;
Lk 4:14-22a
Friday:

1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;
Lk 5:12-16

Saturday:

1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30

Sunday:

Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10;
Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17

Saints and Special Observances
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:

The Epiphany of the Lord;
National Migration Week
St. André Bessette
St. Raymond of Penyafort;
Julian Calendar Christmas

Herod And The Epiphany
Why impious Herod, vainly fear
That Christ the Savior cometh here?
He takes no earthly realms away
Who gives the crown that lasts for aye.
—Crudelis Herodes Deum, Tr. by J. M. Neale

Light Of The World
Epiphany can be understood as an extension of the
Nativity of the Lord that we celebrate on December 25.
While at Christmas we celebrate Jesus’ coming as the
long-awaited king and Messiah of the Jewish people, on
Epiphany we celebrate the revelation that Jesus is the
Savior and Light of all nations—Jews, Gentiles, and all
people.
The star shines so brightly that it attracts magi who come
from far distant countries to worship Jesus. They are not
Jews, yet they are drawn to the Light of the world. The
letter to the Ephesians reveals that the Light of the world
was for the Gentiles as well as the Jews—Christ gathers
all people into the light of his love. The reading from
Isaiah also describes a gathering of diverse peoples, but
this time it is to the light that emanates from the people of
God.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co

Today’s Readings
First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! The
LORD shines upon you and the glory of the Lord appears
over you (Isaiah 60:1-6).
Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you
(Psalm 72).
Second Reading — The mystery has been made known
that the Gentiles are coheirs, copartners in the promise in
Christ Jesus through the gospel (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6).
Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, saying, “Where is
the newborn king of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:1-12).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights
reserved.

Treasures From Our Tradition
Life hands us many epiphanies or “wake-up calls.” A few years ago, a young couple adopted a two-year-old child in a
morass of red tape, complications, and court hearings. At the baby’s baptism, the priest suggested appending an
“adoption blessing,” wherein the new relationship was expressed and affirmed. There is a place in that rite for the child
to speak, and instead the priest said, “Can you give Daddy a kiss?” Standing in the midst of his church, the young
adoptive father suddenly welled up with tears as he embraced the child. Afterward, he explained that through all the
hassles and legal struggles he never until that moment in church understood that he was the parent of this child. The
ritual claimed them for each other, gave expression to their relationship that the legal documents never could, and firmly
cemented this child into the heart of a community as everyone erupted into heartfelt applause. This assembly witnessed
in a powerful way what happens in every baptism: the mystery of adoption, the free flow of grace, the overwhelming
sense of God’s presence at the heart of our life’s journey.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

The Epiphany of the Lord
Picture a nativity scene in your mind’s eye. The
scene likely includes figures arriving on camels,
some elaborately dressed, with jeweled boxes
containing precious gifts. These magi arrived from
distant lands to pay homage to the Christ Child. We
know little about the magi, but we do know that
these visitors were not Jews. They represent people
of all nations who will be drawn to the Lord.
“Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your
shining radiance.” The Good News of Jesus cannot
be limited to one people; all share in the promise of
God’s mercy through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Stewards Of God’s Grace
Saint Paul speaks of the “stewardship of God’s grace” to
which he was called. Like Saint Paul, each of us is to be a
steward of God’s grace. A steward is one who is entrusted
with something that belongs to another. The steward
bears responsibility for what is entrusted to him or her.
Saint Paul understands that his encounter with the Lord
and his faith in Jesus Christ carry with them a sacred
responsibility, to bring the news of salvation to all. We
too have been blessed with much, including the gift of
faith, and are called to be good stewards of all with which
we have been entrusted. We do this by nurturing a faithful

and faith-filled heart, responding to God’s grace through
the attitudes and actions that make up our daily lives. We
do this as well by sharing our faith and the impact of faith
with others, so that they may be drawn to our Lord. This
is a sacred responsibility, a blessing, a privilege.

Bearing Gifts
The magi brought gifts to the baby Jesus. What gifts do
you bring to the Lord? You might have the gift of
patience or understanding and bring this gift in your
interactions with others. You might have a talent for
bringing new ideas and creative insights into situations at
home, work, parish, or your city. You might have a gift
for helping people to work together for a great cause or
purpose. All of these gifts have been given to you by
God, to be used for God’s purposes, for God’s greater
glory. All of these are glimpses of God’s grace, and like
Saint Paul, you are called to be a good steward of them,
as a sign of Christ’s life within you. You bring your gifts
to the Lord by using them well, sharing them generously
and responsibly in caring for others and for all of
creation.
Today’s Readings: Is 60:1–6; Ps 72:1–2, 7–8, 10–11, 12–
13; Eph 3:2–3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1–12
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

225.313.6376

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

www.agavebluela.com
17097 Airline Hwy., Prairieville, LA 70769

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

• 97% of all households attending church take at least one bulletin home every Sunday
• 74% of all members of the household read the entire bulletin
• 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the bulletin
• 68% of households surveyed, when making a choice between businesses,
are inclined to choose the one who advertised in the bulletin
• 62% of households keep the bulletin the entire week as a reference
• 41% of households do business with a company specifically because of their
advertisement in the church bulletin
• 22% of households go to breakfast, brunch, lunch, or dinner after church each week.
(Information from a University of Missouri Study)

We know that 41% of all households do business
with a company specifically because of their
advertising in the church bulletin. No where else
can you advertise and benefit from such loyalty.
That’s using your advertising budget
to gain long term customers!

CALL J.S. PALUCH COMPANY TODAY TO PLACE YOUR AD.

1.800.438.8931
Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
•
•
•
•

Call Today!

One Free Month
No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee
Easy Self Installation

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

SUPERIOR PLUMBING, INC.
Licensed & Bonded

LMP #1784

New Construction — Remodeling
41465-15 Hwy. 931

Check It Out Today!
525100 St Mark Church (B)

622-3360

The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of
Catholic Parishes
www.jspaluch.com

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!
Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931

ST. AMANT PHARMACY

Craig St.Pierre
Owner

12516 Hwy. 431
St. Amant, LA 70774

P: 225.647.4987
F: 225.647.7285

Cotton’s
Pest Control
12366 Hwy 44
644-8633

(225) 647-5881
13173 Airline Highway I Gonzales, IA 70737
www.ascensionequipment. com

NORRIS TUREAU Pharmacist

SINCE 1969

725 E. Cornerview • Gonzales, LA 70737
225-647-2168
www.RobertInsurance.com

ROBERT DISTRIBUTOR, INC.

Ourso

644-4886

EAST ASCENSION
VETERINARY CLINIC

Funeral Home

ST. AMANT
PRAIRIEVILLE

Serving our families for
over 70 years

13533 Airline Hwy.
Gonzales, LA
(225) 647-8608
www.oursofh.com

Ph 644-7288

Hwy 431

647-3686
622-4061

Dr. Joe Breaux
41509 Black Bayou Ext.
647-7050

Home of 3 World
Champion Cooks
Take-Out Orders or Eat-In

Ph 622-3543
44014 Hwy 431 Suite A
St. Amant

Guillory’s Collision Center
Honest People • Quality Work
14289 Hwy. 44 • 622-4144

1201 S. Purpera Avenue • Ste. 302
Gonzales, LA

John D. Dawes, CFP

SabinePools.com
®

Financial Advisor

225-647-3495
www.edwardjones.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

10% OFF

- Dine-in Only -

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Exp. 6/2020

422 Hwy 30 W
Suite A, Gonzales, LA 70737

217 Airline Hwy

(225) 647-8888
www.albashabr.com

Gonzales, LA 70737

225-677-R X R X
7979

15% OFF With This Coupon

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

On Airline @ Hwy 73
(next to Ochsner)

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

GAGE
TELEPHONE

AC & HEATING
CONTRACTOR

SYSTEMS
INCORPORATED
Voice & Data Solutions

225.753.4243

644-8525

www.gagetelephone.com

Bertrand’s
Pharmacy
2001 S. Burnside

644-5641

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
Hwy 74 • Gonzales
644-5316

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
95 a month
✔Police ✔Fire
Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE
FREE Activation

$19.

NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

XYZ LOCKSMITH SERVICES
116 E. Railroad
24 Hr. Service

647-8422
1-888-289-1322
Auto • Home • Business
525100 St Mark Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

ECONOMY BRICK SALES
505 N. Edenborn St. 647-5334

P.O. Box 129
Gonzales, LA 70737
Leonce J. Millet, Dealer

ADAM MCCARTY
STATE FARM
INSURANCE
12550 Airline Hwy. St 101 • 647-2151
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931

