
Dear parishioners of St. Mark, 
 
 My name is Mark Reynaud and I am delighted to have been chosen to serve the Parish of 
St. Mark as Director of Religious Education beginning May 1, 2020.  I am currently in formation 
for the Permanent Diaconate and will be ordained this summer.  As part of my formation, I have 
been serving the parish of Most Blessed Sacrament in Baton Rouge over the past year.  Prior to 
the stay-at-home orders related to the coronavirus, Fr. Rubin and I were beginning to talk about a 
time I would come and be formally introduced to the parish at the weekend Masses.  Since this is 
not possible, let me tell you a little bit about myself. 
 
 I am originally from Jefferson, LA and graduated high school from St. John Vianney 
Preparatory Seminary.  I attended St. Joseph Seminary College for three years before completing 
my Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology at the University of New Orleans.  I went on to earn a 
Master’s Degree in Marriage and Family Therapy and I am licensed in Louisiana as a 
Professional Counselor and a Marriage and Family Therapist.  I have been practicing in the 
Greater Baton Rouge Area for 29 years. 
 
 My bride of 31 years, Sheila, is a Registered Nurse working for the Ochsner Health 
System.  Sheila and I have been active members of St Alphonsus Liguori Parish in Central for 
the past 20+ years, serving as a Sponsor Couple for those preparing for the Sacrament of 
Matrimony and facilitating the “Partners on the Journey” marriage enrichment program.  Sheila 
is an extraordinary minister of the Eucharist and I am guitarist and member of the choir.  We 
have three children, Ryan (29), Matthew (26) and Emily (18). 
 
 When thinking about the current coronavirus pandemic, I have wondered how church 
history books in the future will describe how the faith was passed on during these trying times.  
Of course, it will mention how the use of today’s technology was utilized in spreading the Word.  
As a side note, I would like to mention how impressed I have been in the work of Pat Sanchez 
and Renae Schexnaydre in adapting to the current circumstances and figuring out a way to have 
the PSR program for grades 1-8.  (More to come on this!) 
 
 As good of a job as the parish may be doing to continue our religious education 
programs, I think that we all need to be reminded it has only been in more modern times that 
families have allowed the church parish to be the primary place of religious education.  More 
traditionally, the passing on of the faith has always occurred in the home.  I bet that most of us 
can identify someone in our lives that proclaimed the faith to us and lived it in their daily life 
without ever teaching it to us in the classroom.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church quotes the 
documents from Vatican Council II in describing the family as the “first school of Christian life 
and a school for human enrichment.”  The council described the family as the “domestic 
church,” where “the parents are by word and example…the first heralds of the faith with regard 
to their children.”  Therefore, we cannot only rely solely on today’s technology to pass on the 
faith.  We also need to take a step back in time doing what our ancestors did.  We need to 
transform our families into domestic churches. 
 
 Like you, I long for the day to be able to return to the Mass in-person and receive the 
body, blood, soul, and divinity of Christ in the Eucharist.  After all, the Eucharist is the source 



and summit of our faith!  In the meantime, we need to be looking for opportunities to better 
transform our families into domestic churches.  In doing so, this will only enhance our 
experience when we are able to once again gather as a parish community. 
 
 I am also looking forward to being formally introduced to you and serving you as DRE.  I 
hope that you will bring your ideas regarding programs you would like to see in the parish, both 
for our youth and for adults.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark Reynaud 
  


